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T
he International Monetary Fund clas-
sifies Tonga as being at high risk of
debt distress. The high public debt

and its composition pose serious chal-
lenges. Debt repayments are expected to
increase by 70 per cent in FY2014, when
repayments start on a loan from the EXIM
Bank of China. It is critical that the gov-
ernment uses year-end cash surpluses,
reprioritises expenditure, and raises the
tax effort to build cash reserves.

This is not going to be easy. In financial
year (FY) (ending June 2011) the econ-
omy contracted by 0.3 per cent, have
shown slow growth of 0.3 per cent the pre-
vious year. Remittances, coming largely
from the US, continued to decline, and,
coupled with banks’ steps to repair their
balance sheets, affected both business and
household investment and consumption.
Tourism, and particularly the cruise liner
market segment, was the bright spot in the
economy, with tourism receipts growing
by 14.8 per cent (in real terms) in FY2011
from the previous year. Inflation rose to
about 6.1 per cent, reflecting the surge in
global fuel and food prices and higher ex-
cise taxes on tobacco and alcohol.

Fish and squash exports (which account
for more than half of all exports) grew by
only 1.9 per cent in FY2011 (after more
than doubling in FY2010) given problems
in meeting quarantine requirements for
New Zealand, and unfavourable weather.
Imports, dominated by basic consumption
goods, increased by 16.6 per cent, largely
due to higher oil prices as well as in-
creased imports of wholesale and retail
goods and construction materials.

The Asian Development Bank Eco-

nomic Outlook 2012 forecasts the econ-
omy will show virtually zero growth in the
next two years. Domestic economic activ-
ity is expected to remain weak despite do-
nor-funded public construction, in view of
declining remittances and flat credit
growth, which will affect household con-
sumption and private sector investment.

A bleak outlook on remittances is also
foreseen, given the slow recovery in the
US and continuing high unemployment in
other source economies such as New Zea-
land. Government analysis suggests re-
mittances are likely to be permanently

lower than in the past. Exports, which are
around 3 per cent of GDP, could, how-
ever, lead a stronger expansion of the
economy if supply-side constraints are ad-
dressed and compliance with export mar-
ket quarantine standards improves.

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
Tonga’s dynasty goes back to the tenth
century.
1616 Dutch explorers were the first Euro-
peans to visit Tonga.
1773–77 Captain James Cook visited
Tonga three times
1875 Taufa’ahau Tupou became George
Tupou I and established the Tongan
monarchy.
1899 Under the Tripartite Treaty, Britain
gained control of Germany’s rights in
Tonga, Niue, and the Solomon Islands in
exchange for withdrawing its claim to
Samoa.
1918 Queen Salote Tupou III was
crowned.
1953 Queen Salote visited Britain for the
coronation of Elizabeth II as Queen.
1965 Queen Salote died and her son was
crowned King Taufa’ahau Tupou IV.
1970 Tonga ceased to be a British pro-
tectorate and became fully independent
within the Commonwealth.
1992 A Pro-Democracy Movement (PDM)
emerged.
1994 The PDM formed the first political
party, the Tonga Democratic Party, later
renamed the People’s Party (PP).
1996 In the general election, the PP won
a majority of those seats open to popular
vote.
1999 The Human Rights and Democracy
Movement (HRDM) (formerly the Peoples’
Party) won five of the popularly elected
nine seats in the Legislative Assembly.
2000 Prince ‘Ulukalala Lavaka Ata was
appointed prime minister by the King (his
father).
2001 Tonga was removed from the Or-
ganisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) blacklist of
countries acting as unfair tax havens.
2002 In parliamentary elections, the
HRDM won seven of the nine elected
seats.
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Kingdom of Tonga

Head of State: King Sia’osi (George)
Tupou V (since Sep 2006; died 18
Mar 2012); Crown Prince
Tupouto’a Lavaka Ata proclaimed
King Tupou VI (21 Mar 2012)

Head of government: Prime Minister
Lord Siale’ataonga Tu’ivakano
(from 22 Dec 2010)

Ruling party: Coalition of
independents and appointees
(from Jan 2011)

Area: 748 square km (170 islands)

Population: 104,000 (2012)*

Capital: Nuku’alofa (on Tongatapu)

Official language: Tongan

Currency: Tongan dollar or Pa’anga
(T$) = 100 seniti

Exchange rate: T$1.82 per US$ (Jul
2013)

GDP per capita: US$4,561 (2012)*

GDP real growth: 1.38% (2012)*

GDP: US$476.00 million (2012)*

Inflation: 4.54% (2012)*

Balance of trade: -US$173.00
million (2012)*

Foreign debt: US$166.00 million
(2012)

Annual FDI: US$10.41 million
(2011)

* estimated figure



2003 Changes to the constitution were
made, giving greater powers to the King
and increasing state control of the media.
2004 Royal Tongan Airlines (RTA) was de-
clared bankrupt; with debts of over
US$8.5 million and a lack of funds RTA
had been forced to halt its inter-island
services.
2005 In parliamentary elections, the
HRDM won seven of the nine seats. The
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) was
formed led by Teisina Fuko.
2006 Prince Ulukalala Lavaka Ata re-
signed and Feleti Sevele (HRDM) became
the first commoner to be prime minister.
King Taufa’ahau Tupou IV died after a
long illness and was succeeded by his el-
dest son, Sia’osi Taufa’ahau
Manumata’ogo Tuku’aho Tupou (known
as Crown Prince Tupouto’a). He was
sworn in as King Sia’osi (Tongan for
George) Tupou V. A pro-democracy dem-
onstration turned into a riot that killed
eight people, injured dozens and led to
the arrest of over 100 demonstrators and
the destruction of the central business dis-
trict, including an arson attack on a su-
permarket owned by the prime minister.
The King’s formal coronation was
postponed.
2007 Tonga became the 151st member
of the WTO.
2008 The King announced that he would
relinquish the monarchy’s traditional
near-absolute power, changing the coun-
try’s form of state to a constitutional mon-
archy by 2010, through a democratic
elected parliament.
2009 The Asian Development Bank (ADB)
awarded a US$10 million programme
grant to help maintain financial stability
during the global economic crisis. The re-
construction of the business district of the
capital Nuku’alofa was begun, funded by
a US$58.8 million loan from China.
2010 Parliament approved the increase in
the number of legislative assembly mem-
bers from nine to 17, to reflect the new,
single seat, parliamentary constituencies.
A new political party, the Tongan Demo-
cratic Labour Party, was formed in June to
contest the November elections. In April,
the Tonga Broadcasting Commission
(TBC) was required to censor parliamen-
tary candidates’ political broadcasts and
TBC reporters were prohibited from inter-
viewing candidates on the grounds that
they ‘lacked the necessary training for ob-
jective coverage’. On 6 September,
Samiuela ‘Akilisi Pohiva, along with Uliti
Uata (leader of the pressure group Hu-
man Rights and Democracy Movement
(HRDM)), founded the Paati Temokalati ‘a
e ‘Otu Motu ‘Anga’ofa (PTOMA) (Demo-
cratic Party of the Friendly Islands). The
King officially relinquished most of his
powers following Tonga’s first egalitarian

parliamentary elections, held on 25 No-
vember, in which four political parties and
over 120 independent candidates took
part. The PTOMA won 28.49 per cent of
the vote (12 seats out of 26) while inde-
pendents won a total of 67.3 per cent
(five); three other political parties failed to
win any seats. Nine seats were reserved
for representatives of the nobility. Turnout
was 89 per cent. As the PTOMA failed to
win enough seats to rule independently,
coalition talks began immediately. On 21
December, parliament voted by 14 votes
for Lord Siale’ataonga Tu’ivakano
(elected as a representative by the
noblility) as prime minister, by 14 votes
against 12 for Samiuela ‘Akilisi Pohiva
(PTOMA). Prime Minister Lord Tu’ivakano
took office on 22 December.
2011 Opposition leader Samiuela ‘Akilisi
Pohiva (PTOMA) resigned from the gov-
ernment on 14 January. The trial of the
operators of the MV Princess Ashika ferry
that sank in 2008 with the loss of 74 peo-
ple was concluded on 4 April. Seven men
were sentenced for up to five years in jail
(although a few had suspended sen-
tences) and the company fined one mil-
lion pa’anga (around US$506,000), to
be paid in compensation to the women
and children’s crisis centre in recognition
of the loss of the women on-board. The
King opened the first democratically
elected parliament in Tonga’s history on 2
June. On 18 August, Tonga requested
development assistance from Australia to
help it through its debt crisis. Around
one-third of Tonga’s GDP is owed in its
debt to China.
2012 On 18 March, while on a visit to
Hong Kong, King Sia’osi (George) Tupou
V died, aged 63 years. Crown Prince
Tupouto’a Lavaka Ata, (younger brother
of King Tupou V), was formally pro-
claimed as King Tupou VI on 21 March.
King George Tupou was buried following
a state funeral on 27 March. In April, the
Kingdom of Tonga made a bid to host the
2019 Pacific Games, which typically at-
tracts over 5,000 athletes and officials
from competing countries.
2013 Chathams Pacific, previously the
only airline with scheduled services within
Tonga, pulled out in March after local
company Real Tonga said it was setting
up operations. There was concern within
the tourist industry when Chathams
stopped flying before Real Tonga was
scheduled to begin at the start of the main
tourist season. However, at the last minute
Real Tonga managed to lease an aircraft
from Air Vanuatu. Chathams Pacific was
believed to be flying a DC3 understood to
be nearly 70 years old and the only DC3
in the world still flying passengers on reg-
ularly scheduled commercial services.

Political structure
Constitution
The constitution dates from 1875.
Changes to the constitution were made in
October 2003, giving greater powers to
the King and increasing state control of
the media.
Form of state
Hereditary monarchy
The executive
Power lies with the King, who appoints the
prime minister and the cabinet, which be-
comes the Privy Council when presided
over by the King. The cabinet is com-
prised of at least two members each from
the nobles and popularly elected blocs.
The prime minister if appointed for life.
National legislature
The Fale Alea (Legislative Assembly) is a
unicameral chamber, with 30 members.
Nine members are elected by popular
vote for a three-year term, nine members
are selected by 33 hereditary nobles, and
12 cabinet ministers sit ex officio, includ-
ing two governors.
The legislative assembly is constituted not
to allow political parties to gain power
and challenge the monarchy.
In new reforms, to be introduced in 2010,
17 members of parliament will be popu-
larly elected, four will be elected by the
nobles and four will be appointed by the
King.
Last elections
25 November 2010 (parliamentary)
Results: Parliamentary: Paati Temokalati
‘a e ‘Otu Motu ‘Anga’ofa (PTOMA)
(Democratic Party of the Friendly Islands)
won 28.49 per cent of the vote (12 seats
out of 26), independents 67.3 per cent
(five), with less than 3 per cent each the
People’s Democratic Party (PDP), Paati
Langafonua Tu’uloa (PLT) (Sustainable
Nation Building Party) and Tongan Demo-
cratic Labor Party failed to win any seats;
nine seats were reserved for representa-
tives of the nobility. Turnout was 89 per
cent.
Next elections
2013 (parliamentary)

Political parties
The constitution does not allow political
parties to form a government, but at the
discretion of the monarch, some represen-
tatives may join the cabinet.
Ruling party
Coalition of independents and appointees
(from Jan 2011)
Main opposition party
Paati Temokalati ‘a e ‘Otu Motu
‘Anga’ofa (PTOMA) (Democratic Party of
the Friendly Islands). PTOMA had won the
largest number of seats in the 2010 elec-
tions, but not enough to form a majority
government. Once a coalition was formed
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the party in effect became the main oppo-
sition party.
Political situation
The MV Princess Ashika, an inter-island
ferry, sank in July 2009 six weeks after
going into service in Tonga and killed 74
people. It was declared a national tragedy
and a Royal Commission was convened
to enquired into the details of the sinking.
The conclusion of the commission in
2010 was that the Tongan government
had not had the Princess Ashika surveyed
for seaworthiness before purchase and
subsequent surveys by the ministry of
transport failed to stop the operations of
the vessel. Manslaughter charges were
later laid against the captains and opera-
tor of the ferry.

Population
104,000 (2012)*
Approximately 38 per cent of the total
population are under 15 years. Most of
the 170 islands are uninhabited.
Last census: 30 November 2006:
101,991
Population density: 138 inhabitants per
square km (2010). Urban population 23
per cent (2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: 0.4 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Ethnic make-up
The population is mainly of Polynesian
descent. Only about 300 inhabitants are
of European origin.
Religions
The Wesleyan Methodist church is the ma-
jor denomination.

Education
In June 2005, New Zealand and the
World Bank announced their co-operation
in a US$10 million project to improve the
quality of education in Tonga.
Literacy rate: 98.5 per cent, adult rate
(2003)
Compulsory years: 6 to 14.

Health
Figures from the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNCF) (formerly Unicef) re-
vealed in January 2010 that 80 per cent
of families in the most vulnerable commu-
nities were without funds to buy food;
more heads of households were losing
their jobs due to the global economic cri-
sis, which had resulted in rising food
prices and falling remittances. Malnutri-
tion, particularly among children and
women, was becoming of increasing con-
cern as governments in the Pacific region
were cutting back on social expenditure in
the face of recession.
Life expectancy: 71 years, 2004 (WHO
2006)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
3.9 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef)

Birth rate/Death rate: 24.5 births and
5.5 deaths per 1,000 people (2003)
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 13 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012)
Head of population per physician: 0.34
physicians per 1,000 people, 2001
(WHO 2006)

Welfare
Statistic by the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNCF) (formerly Unicef) revealed in
January 2010 that 80 per cent of families
in the most vulnerable communities were
without funds to buy food, as more heads
of households were losing their jobs due
to the global economic crisis. Malnutri-
tion, particularly among children and
women, was becoming of increasing con-
cern as governments in the Pacific region
were cutting back on social expenditure in
the face of recession.

Main cities
Nuku’alofa, on Tongatapu (capital, esti-
mated population 24,571 in 2012), Ma’a
(5,294), Neiafu (3,954), Haveloloto
(3,575), Vaini (3,114), Tofoa-Koloua
(2,653), Pangai (1,556), Ohonua
(1,270), Hihifo (633).

Languages spoken
English is widely spoken. It is used in edu-
cation and for administrative purposes.
Official language/s
Tongan

Media
Press
A constitutional amendment increased the
power of the state to control the media
with licensing laws and ownership rules.
Publications in Tongan include Taimi o
Vavau (The Tonga Times)
(www.timesoftonga.com).
Weeklies: Weeklies are available in both
English and Tongan covering local politi-
cal and economic news. These include Ko
e Kalonikali Tonga/Tonga Chronicle and
Tonga Times (bi-weekly) in Tongan and
English editions.
Taimi o Tonga is a bi-lingual weekly pub-
lication – the government banned Taimi o
Tonga in 2003, following a March 2002
sedition charge which was later dropped;
its licence was re-approved by the gov-
ernment in October 2004.
Periodicals: In Tongan and English,
Matangi Tonga (www.matangitonga.to)
and Eva, are quarterly magazines, Tonga
Star (www.tongastar.com), is bi-monthly
and provides critical analyses of the eco-
nomic and political affairs. Others include
Lao & Hia (fortnightly), Ofa ki Tonga
(Christian publication, Ko e Tohi
Fanongonongo and Taumu’a Lelei (Cath-
olic publication) monthly.

Broadcasting
The public service broadcaster is the
Tonga Broadcasting Commission (TBC)
(www.Tonga-broadcasting.com), which
does not accept advertising.
Radio: The national network, TBC, has
three stations include Radio Tonga 1,
Kool 90FM and FM103 (a 24 hour Radio
Australia relay), broadcasts are in Tongan
and English. Private local radio stations
include Milennium Radio
(www.tongatapu.net.to), UCB Pacific
(Christian service), Radio 2000 and Radio
Nuku’alofa.
Television: TBC operates Television
Tonga. There are several private TV sta-
tions including the Friendly Island Broad-
casting Network, based in Vava’u, Tonfon
TV, a pay-to-view service and OBN TV7 a
popular channel that has it service sus-
pended by the government in November
2006. A new channel, TelevisionTonga 2,
was launched in 2008, broadcasting a
range of programmes including sports,
films and foreign programmes.
Other news agencies: ABC Pacific Beat:
www.radioaustralia.net.au/pacbeat
Pacific Magazine: www.pacificmagazine.
net
Pacific Islands New Association (Pina):
www.pina.com.fj

Economy
Tonga has a small, open economy, with
heart tourism and agriculture the main
generators of wealth. The service sector
accounts for over 60 per cent of GDP, of
which tourism represents over 28 per
cent. Agriculture contributes around 20
per cent to GDP, and industry less than
20 per cent. The number of visitors to the
islands tops 40,000 per year, the majority
of which arrive by air; although a signifi-
cant minority (over 2,000) arrive by yacht.
The greater number are expatriates from
New Zealand (over 15,000), and visitors
from the US and Australia (around
10,000) constituting the majority of the
remainder.
Agricultural exports include fish, squash,
vanilla, kava, coconuts and its derivatives,
and root crops. Farms in Tonga are either
small, family-run plots, with farmers com-
bining to form co-operatives to grow
crops either for local consumption or for
export, or large commercial enterprises.
Meat is a staple of the diet, although
Tonga’s production is unable to meet do-
mestic demand, so large quantities of ei-
ther live animals or butchered meat are
imported annually. Foreign aid and pri-
vate remittances typically offset Tonga’s
regular trade deficit. Remittances in 2010
were US$77 million (19.7 per cent of
GDP), which were estimated to have
fallen to US$66 million in 2010.



1875

Tonga

GDP growth was 0.5 per cent in 2008,
which improved only marginally by 0.9
per cent in 2009, as a result of the global
economic recession that depressed world
trade in general and cut tourist numbers,
which quickly impacted Tongan growth,
jobs and foreign exchange. In 2010, GDP
growth was 1.6 per cent and estimated at
1.5 per cent in 2011.
One of the main problems facing Tonga
is job creation. There are around 2,000
school-leavers per year, but only some
500 find jobs and few can emigrate. Un-
employment and under-employment are
creating social problems. Areas of possi-
ble development include offshore oil, fish
and vegetable canneries and coco-
nut-based industries. Offshore banking
has had to deal with a global crackdown
on international money laundering and
Tonga has had to undertake anti-corrup-
tion measures as a central part of the
economic reform programme.
In November 2011, the World Bank an-
nounced that it would assist Tonga’s eco-
nomic reform agenda, with the equivalent
of US$9 million. The grant will be used to
strengthen public financial management
and fiscal policy, promote structural re-
form and improve social protection.

External trade
Tonga is a member of the South Pacific
Regional Trade and Economic Co-opera-
tion Agreement (Sparteca) along with 12
other regional nations, which allows prod-
ucts duty free access by Pacific Island Fo-
rum members to Australian and New
Zealand markets (subject to the country of
origin restrictions). Tonga is a member of
the World Trade Organisation
Tourism and remittances contribute the
dominant proportions of foreign earnings.
Manufacturing is underdeveloped and ag-
riculture is either large-scale enterprises or
small co-operative farming units produc-
ing principally squash for export. Fishing,
ether by domestic fishermen or licensed
foreign trawlers is a growing industry.
Imports
Main imports are foodstuffs, dairy, live
animals (cattle, sheep and chickens),
building materials, machinery and vehi-
cles, fuels and chemicals.
Main sources: Fiji (35.4 per cent of total
in 2011), New Zealand (24 per cent), US
(10.1 per cent).
Exports
Main exports are agricultural produce in-
cluding squash, coconuts, vanilla beans,
root crops, tuna, seaweed and sea slugs.
Main destinations: Hong Kong (19.7 per
cent of total in 2011), Japan (14.5 per
cent), US (10.5 per cent).

Agriculture
Agriculture and fishing accounts for
around 35 per cent of GDP and employs
around half the labour force. The soil is
generally fertile, but production can suffer
from hurricane damage.
All land is held by the Crown and every
adult male Tongan is entitled to a small-
holding (alienation of land is forbidden).
Two-thirds of the kingdom’s families raise
their own livestock (pigs and poultry) and
subsistence crops of manioc, yams,
breadfruit, watermelons, tomatoes, cas-
sava, oranges and capsicum. Coconut,
vanilla and bananas are produced for ex-
port, as is the tranquiliser ingredient,
kava.
Cash crops include squash and vanilla
crops and aloe vera, which has become a
popular crop among farmers as it has a
viable export market and there is a new
processing plant in Nuku’alofa.
Fishing provides additional food and ex-
port revenue. Seaweed is in big demand,
particularly from Japanese buyers.
The typical annual marine fish catch is
over 4,000t, plus over 300t of other
seafood.
Old coconut tree trunks fulfil up to 25 per
cent of timber needs. Typical annual pro-
duction is 2,000 cubic metres (cum) in-
dustrial roundwood, 2,000cum
sawnwood and 90,000cum wood fuel.

Industry and manufacturing
The industrial sector accounts for 12.7
per cent of GDP and employs approxi-
mately 7.0 per cent of the workforce.
There is a thriving small-industries centre
on a mini-industrial area in Nuku’alofa
where most of the more advanced prod-
ucts are made. Annual industrial produc-
tion is almost US$20 million per annum.
Manufacturing accounts for 8 per cent of
GDP and employs 5 per cent of the la-
bour force. The wide range of products
includes shoes, saddles, footballs, knit-
wear, wooden toys, corrugated iron, plas-
tic piping, bicycle assembly, wire netting,
paper, paint, biscuits and processed milk,
pulp and passion fruit processing, dumper
truck bodies and mini-excavators.

Tourism
Tourism is an important component of the
economy – Tonga has a history for wel-
coming visitors. Attractions include
aquatic and native wildlife, handicrafts
and historical features. Activities are
largely centred on the water, with yacht-
ing, fishing and diving being some of the
most popular. The industry has been un-
der development and attracted an aver-
age 8.6 per cent of total capital
investment over 2007–11 (around US$10
million per annum). Tourist arrivals are
typically around 48,000 per year, with vis-
itors from New Zealand topping the list

(21,000), followed by Australia (10,000)
and the US (6,000).
Travel and tourism contributed an aver-
age 10.8 per cent of GDP over 2007–10,
reaching 13.1 per cent in 2011. The sec-
tor employed an average of 11.1 per cent
of the workforce (3,500 jobs) in the same
period, reaching 2.1 per cent (4,000
jobs) in 2011.
There has been a growth in development
in conference and incentive travel to
Tonga and in 2012 the government made
a bid to hold the 2019 Pacific Games, us-
ing existing venues in Nuku’alofa with the
main sports events hosted in the new sta-
dium funded by the Chinese government.

Mining
The US Geological Survey has found
huge undersea sediment-filled basins that
could hold oil deposits near Tonga, the
Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea.
German and Russian researchers have
discovered copper and zinc deposits off
Tonga.
The government signed an agreement in
March 2009 with the Australian company,
Blue Water Metals, to prospect undersea
for gold, silver, copper and zinc, inside its
territorial waters.

Hydrocarbons
There are no known hydrocarbon re-
sources; all domestic energy needs must
be met by imported petroleum products,
typically 1,000 barrels per day of oil,
mainly from New Zealand. Tonga does
not import gas or coal.

Energy
Construction began on the Popua solar
Farm, the first part of the national ‘energy
road map’ (ERM) in November 2011. The
New Zealand government-funded NZ$12
million (US$15.6 million) project is to re-
place Tonga’s reliance on diesel generat-
ing energy production. The government
developed a realistic plan, based on tech-
nical studies, for Tonga to produce 50 per
cent of its generating needs from renew-
able sources. Feasibility studies are under-
way to consider other renewable sources
to add to the ERM, including wind farms
and biofuels.
The production of 1,880MW per year of
electricity (around 4 per cent of total en-
ergy requirement for Tongatapu) was due
to come on stream in August 2012, from
Tonga’s first solar farm.

Banking and insurance
Main financial centre
Nuku’alofa.

Time
GMT plus 13 hours

Geography
Tonga (also known as the Friendly Islands)
comprises 172 islands in the
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south-western Pacific Ocean, about
650km (400 miles) east of Fiji. The Tonga
Islands are divided into three main groups
– Tongatapu (southern group) Ha’apai
(middle group) and Vava’u (northern
group). Only 36 of the islands are perma-
nently inhabited.
All are formed from limestone but with
two different geological bases, either an
uplifted coral foundation or an overlay of
a volcanic base. The maximum height of
any volcanic range is 1,033 metres, on
Kao. Few islands have rivers or lakes and
most rely on wells and rainwater for their
supply.
Hemisphere
Southern

Climate
From May–November, temperatures are
relatively cool and reach between 11–29
degrees Celsius (C). December–April is
the wet season, with temperatures reach-
ing 32°C and with high humidity. Average
rainfall is 1,700mm per year, but varies
from place to place.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all, and must be valid six
months from date of entry.
Visa
Tourists and business persons listed at
www.tongaconsulate.us/visa/visa4tim.htm
l may enter for a period not exceeding 31
days providing the visitor holds on-
ward/return passage and proof of ade-
quate funds.
A one month extension is possible if per-
mission is obtained locally from the princi-
pal immigration officer; a fee applies.
Currency advice/regulations
No restrictions on import and export of lo-
cal and foreign currency.
Travellers cheques are accepted in banks
and major hotels; Australian dollars and
pounds sterling cheques will avoid addi-
tional exchange fees.
Customs
Personal items are duty-free. Imports from
some countries may require an import
licence or be subject to temporary control.
Prohibited imports
Illegal drugs and firearms. Quarantine is
required for all imported live animals and
plants.

Health (for visitors)
Mandatory precautions
Vaccination certificate for yellow fever if
travelling from an infected area.
Advisable precautions
Inoculations and boosters should be cur-
rent for tetanus, hepatitis A and typhoid.
There may be a need for vaccinations for
diphtheria, tuberculosis and hepatitis B.
Insect repellent should be worn at all

times, especially during the early morning
and evening. There is a rabies risk.

Hotels
Information regarding various types of
tourist accommodation is available in
Nuku’alofa and throughout the islands
from the Tonga Visitors’ Bureau.

Credit cards
Credit and charge cards are accepted.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 25 Apr (Anzac
Day), 4 May (Crown Prince’s Birthday), 4
Jun (Independence Day), 4 Jul (King
Taufa’ahau Tupou IV’s Birthday), 4 Nov
(Constitution Day), 4 Dec (Tupou I Day),
25–26 Dec (Christmas).
Variable dates
Good Friday and Easter Monday
(Mar/Apr).

Working hours
Sunday is widely observed as a day of
rest, with work, sports and transport ser-
vices forbidden.
Banking
Mon–Fri: 0930–1530; Sat: 0900–1200.
Business
Mon–Fri: 0800–1700; Sat: 0800–1200.
Government
Mon–Fri: 0830–1630.
Shops
Mon–Fri: 0800–1700; Sat: 0800–1200.

Telecommunications
Telephone/fax
The telephone system is fully automatic
with 24-hour international
communications.
Mobile/cell phones
There are GSM 900 service available on
many inhabited islands.

Electricity supply
240V AC, with Australian style flat
three-pin plugs.

Weights and measures
Metric system

Social customs/useful tips
It is customary to shake hands on meeting
and taking leave. Business cards are ex-
changed after introduction. Appointments
should be made in advance. Those meet-
ing for the first time are addressed by their
title and family name; Tongans address
each other by their first name.
Gratuities are not encouraged or custom-
ary. Tongans appreciate modesty in dress,
casual attire is recommended for most oc-
casions. Beachware is only acceptable at
the beach and not in general public. It is
an offence to appear in public without a
shirt. Drunkenness is frowned upon; alco-
hol consumption may be restricted.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Air Fiji has provided in-
ternational access since Royal Tongan Air-
lines collapsed in 2004.
International airport/s: Fua’amotu Inter-
national, Tongatapu (TBU), 15km
south-east of Nuku’alofa; bank, duty-free
shop and car hire. Taxis and buses avail-
able to centre.
Airport tax: International departures in-
clude a passenger service charge of
T$25; not applicable for transit
passengers.
Surface
Water: No regular passenger services to
the kingdom, but berths may be available
on cruise ships visiting Nuku’alofa and
Vava’u.
Main port/s: Nuku’alofa (on Tongatapu),
Neiafu (on Vava’u), Pangai (on Lifuka),
Ha’apai.

Getting about
National transport
No public transport, shipping or air ser-
vices operate into, out of, or on Tonga on
Sundays.
Air: Airlines of Tonga (partly owned by Air
Fiji), a new domestic carrier and Peau ‘o
Vava’u Airways operate inter-island
flights.
Road: Total road network of about
400km with 80–90 per cent paved; over
190km are on Tongatapu.
Buses: Buses serve all parts of Tongatapu
from Nuku’alofa.
Water: Various shipping lines operate
inter-island ferry services. The principal
service leaves Nuku’alofa in the afternoon
and arrives the following morning in
Ha’apia, at Hafeva then Pangia, then
goes on to Vava’u; by mid afternoon it re-
traces its route back to Nuku’alofa. There
is no need for advance bookings, sched-
ules may change at short notice due to
weather conditions. Charter yachts are
available.
City transport
Taxis: Private taxis are for hire. Fares
should be agreed before undertaking a
journey.
Car hire
Self-drive or chauffeur-driven cars are
available. International or national driving
licence must be presented to the Police
Traffic Department in Nuku’alofa to ob-
tain local driving licence.
Speed limits of 40kph in country areas
and slower through towns are enforced.
Driving is on the left.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
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changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling (IDD)
code for Tonga is +676 followed by sub-
scriber’s number.

Useful telephone numbers
Police: 992
Fire: 999
Ambulance: 933

Chambers of Commerce
Tonga Chamber of Commerce, Tungi Ar-
cade, PO Box 1704, Nuku’alofa (tel:
25-168; email: chamber@kalianet.to).

Banking
Bank of Tonga, PO Box 924, Naku’alofa
(tel: 23-933; fax: 23-634).

ANZ Bank, PO Box 910; Cnr Salote and
Railway Roads, Nuku’alofa (tel: 24-944;
fax: 23-870; email: anztonga@anz.com).

MBf Bank Limited, PO Box 3118;
Nuku’alofa, Taufa’ahau Rd, Nuku’alofa
(tel: 24-600; fax: 24-662; email:
mbfbank@kalianet.to).

Tonga Development Bank; PO Box 126;
Nuku’alofa, Fatafehi Rd, Nuku’alofa (tel:
23-333; fax: 23-775; email:
tdevbank@tdb.to).

Westpac Bank Tonga, PO Box 924;
Taufa’ahau Rd, Nuku’alofa, (tel: 23-933;
fax: 23-634; email:
westpactonga@westpac.com.au).

Central bank

National Reserve Bank of Tonga, Queen
Salote Road, PO Box 25, Nuku’alofa,
Tonga (tel: 24-057 fax: 24-201; e-mail:
nrbt@reservebank.to).

Travel information
Flight information (0630-1930 hours
Mon-Sat) (tel: 32-088).

Fua’amotu International Airport, Ministry
of Civil Aviation, PO Box 845, Nuku’alofa
(tel: 32-001; fax: 32-003).

Tourist information (tel: 32-060).

Peau Vava’u Limited (domestic airline),
Taufa’ahau Road, Nuku’alofa (tel: 878-
8896; fax: 28-637; email:
administration@peauvavau.to).

National tourist organisation offices
Tonga Visitors’ Bureau, PO Box 37,
Nuku’alofa (tel: 23-507, 21-733; fax:
22-129; internet: www.vaca-
tions.tvb.gov.to).

Ministries
Ministry of Civil Aviation, PO Box 845,
Nuku’alofa (tel: 32-001; fax: 32-003).

Ministry of Labour, Commerce and Indus-
tries, Salote Road, PO Box 110,
Nuku’alofa (tel: 23-688; fax: 23-887).

Office of Prime Minister, Ministry of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Forestry, Ministry of
Marine, Nuku’alofa (tel: 21-300).

Other useful addresses
Asian Development Bank (ADB), South
Pacific Regional Mission, La Casa di
Andrea, Lini Highway; PO Box 127, Port
Vila, Vanuatu (tel: (+678-2) 23-300; fax:
(+678-2) 23-183; adbsprm@adb.org;
internet: www.adb.org/SPRM).

Immigration Division, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Government of Tonga, P O Box
352, Nuku’alofa (tel: 26-970, 26-969;
fax: 26-971, 23-360).

Tonga Department of Statistics, PO Box
149, Nuku’alofa (email: dept@stats.
gov.to; internet: www.spc.int/prism/
country/to/stats).

Other news agencies: ABC Pacific Beat:
www.radioaustralia.net.au/pacbeat

Internet sites
Government of Tonga: http://pmo.gov.to

Tonga information website: www.
tongatapu.net.to




