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T
win houses, Capulets and Montagues,
Lear and Cordelia – the intrigues sur-
rounding Thai politics had certainly as-

sumed Shakespearian proportions by 2013.
The éminence grise of the scenario was the
exiled former Prime Minister Thaksim
Shinawatra (2001–06) who as puppeteer
Skyped instructions to his sister Yingluck
Shinawatra, (elected prime minister in
2011) from his self-imposed exile in Dubai.
In 2013, one such instruction – which turned

out to be an instruction too far – was an
amnesty bill that would have seen all those
arrested for demonstrating in favour of the
Shinawatras released, as well as getting
Thaksin himself off the hook and hopefully
allowing him to return to Thailand.

Stability at risk
Thousands of protesters, both in favour
and opposed to the bill, rallied across
Bangkok, raising concerns of renewed
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Prathet Thai; Ratcha
Anachak Thai (Kingdom of
Thailand)

Head of State: King Bhumibol
Adulyadej (Rama IX) (since 1946)

Head of government: Prime Minister
Yingluck Shinawatra (from 5 Aug
2011)

Ruling party: Coalition led by Phak
Puea Thai (PPT) (For Thais Party),
with Phak Bhum Jai Thai (BJT)
(Thai Pride Party), Phak Chat Thai
Pattana (CP) (Thai Nation
Development Party) and two other
minor parties (from 5 Aug 2011)

Area: 514,000 square km

Population: 64.38 million (2012)*
(65,479,453; 2010 census figure)

Capital: Bangkok

Official language: Thai

Currency: Baht (B) = 100 satang

Exchange rate: B31.27 per US$ (Jul
2013)

GDP per capita: US$5,678 (2012)*

GDP real growth: 6.43% (2012)*

GDP: US$365.56 billion (2012)*

Labour force: 39.83 million (2012)*

Unemployment: 0.50% (2012)*

Inflation: 3.02% (2012)*

Oil production: 440,000 bpd (2012)

Natural gas production: 41.40 billion
cum (2012)

Balance of trade: US$8.35 billion
(2012)*

Annual FDI: US$7.78 billion (2011)

* estimated figure
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political violence after three years of rela-
tive calm. Nearly 7,000 police officers
were deployed around Bangkok’s parlia-
ment building. The opposition Phak
Prachathipat (PP) (Democrat Party)
claimed the bill was simply designed to
dismiss the corruption charges against
Thaksin. In a font-page editorial the re-
spected Bangkok Post ventured that ‘This
could push the country’s stability to the
brink.’ The House of Shinawatra retains
wide electoral support, especially from ru-
ral voters who had benefited from Mr
Shinawatra’s populist policies, even
seven years after being ousted in a mili-
tary coup over allegations of corruption
and disrespect for King Bhumibol
Adulyadej. The Senate speaker had
vowed to reject the bill to defuse the ten-
sion and – fearing that things might have
got out of hand – Prime Minister Yingluck
promised that the ruling party would drop
the legislation if rejected by the Senate.
The Senate rejection could not have been
more resunding: all of the 141 Senators
present voted against the bill. Opposition
members of the PP considered the bill to
be unconstitutional.

The Monarchy
As a monarchy Thailand is something of
an anachronism (Cambodia is the only
other monarchy in the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) in mod-
ern South East Asia. In 1782 the current
monarchy established itself in a new capi-
tal, then known as Krung Thep (City of
Angels) which soon became known out-
side Thailand as Bangkok. The Chakri
Dynasty’s founder was Rama 1 (the cur-
rent monarch is Rama IX) ; however, the
architect of Thailand’s first foreign policy
was King Mongkut (aka Rama IV), who
achieved the delicate balance of expand-
ing trade with the West while holding the
colonialist ambitions of the same Western
nations at bay. Thailand, uniquely, be-
came a neutral buffer state between Brit-
ish and French claims in Burma, Malaya
and Indochina.

A crisis looms
Thailand’s draconian lèse-majesté laws
create a conspiracy of silence where those
who dare to criticise the king, the Monar-
chy or Buddhism are concerned. A com-
plex system of royal patronage undermines
Thailand’s delicate democracy. In the
twenty-first century, however, it is not only
Thailand’s democracy that is endangered.
The 2011 publication of US Embassy ca-
bles and e-mails by Wikileaks exposed
something of a crisis within the Monarchy.

In the first place is what might be called
a ‘systemic’ crisis, that of the 85 year-old
king’s succession. According to the
leaked documents, the King reportedly
suffers from both depression and Parkin-
son’s disease. In a country where abdica-
tion does not feature, the King’s infirmity
becomes an even greater problem, partic-
ularly when, as again revealed by the
leaked documents, the less than popular
heir apparent, Crown Prince Maha
Vajiralongkorn, may be HIV positive.
Even for a monarch in full possession of
his faculties this situation would be a chal-
lenge for a King who has long shown him-
self resistant to change. It has been
reported that until recently, the King’s
courtiers spoke a special, elaborate lan-
guage of the court, never addressing the
King directly – rather addressing the
ground beneath his feet. In the early days
of the King’s marriage to Queen Sirikit, a
formal communiqué announcing that she
had broken her ankle needed to be trans-
lated into modern Thai.

King Bhumibol may still be able to
command a degree of reverence from a
reverent Thai populace in his last days on
the throne, but the continued suppression
of the opposition and the media and his
failure to modernise in any practical way,
suggest that political chaos is simply ‘on
hold’ until his son succeeds him. Ironi-
cally, the King himself has described his

country’s as ‘a mess’. But identifying a
problem does not solve it, least of all when
any debate as to how it might be fixed is
muted. Thais are restrained by laws which
inhibit the media, academics and even
diplomats from entering public discus-
sion. Just publishing details of the royal
family can still result in a jail sentence.

A dynasty in the wings?
July 2013 saw the second anniversary of
the 2011 general election victory of
Yingluck Shinawatra, which had made
her Thailand’s first female prime minister.
Ms Yingluck, the sister of ousted (in
2006) and disgraced (but still hugely pop-
ular) former prime minister Thaksin had
never before run for office nor held a gov-
ernment post. Critics had lost no time in
pointing out her inexperience. Many ob-
servers considered that her primary politi-
cal qualification seemed to be the fact she
was Mr Thaksin’s youngest sister. Despite
living in exile in Dubai, Thaksin
Shinawatra still effectively controlled the
ruling Phak Puea Thai (PPT) (For Thais
Party). The political chaos that Thais
feared was a re-run of the violent confron-
tation in 2010 between the ‘red shirts’
(broadly supportive of the exiled Thaksin
Shinawatra) and their ‘yellow shirt’
opponents.

An article in the London Economist

quoted a report from respected Freedom
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KEY INDICATORS Thailand

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m 66.32 *66.98 *67.31 *69.52 *64.38

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 272.40 236.90 318.90 345.60 *365.56

GDP per capita US$ 4,108 3,940 4,992 5,394 *5,678

GDP real growth % 2.5 -2.3 7.8 0.1 *6.4

Inflation % 5.5 -0.8 3.3 3.8 *3.0

Unemployment % 1.4 1.5 1.0 0.4 *0.5

Industrial output % change 3.3 -5.0 12.8 – –

Agricultural output % change 3.5 1.3 -2.3 – –

Oil output ‘000 bpd 325.0 330.0 334.0 345.0 440.0

Natural gas output bn cum 28.9 30.9 36.3 37.0 41.4

Coal output mtoe 5.1 5.3 5.0 6.0 5.1

Exports (fob) (goods) US$m 175,279.0 150,713.0 193,610.0 219,119.3*226,114.2

Imports (fob) (goods) US$m 157,330.0 118,022.0 161,270.0 202,128.5*217,768.2

Balance of trade US$m 17,948.0 32,691.0 32,340.0 16,990.8 *8,346.0

Current account US$m 1,633.0 20,258.0 14,754.0 5,917.8 *2,728.0

Total reserves minust
gold US$m 108,661.0 135,483.0 167,530.0 177,905.7*173,328.0

Foreign exchange US$m 108,317.0 133,599.0 165,656.0 175,795.9*171,106.0

Exchange rate per US$ 33.31 34.28 31.69 30.36 30.68

* estimated figure
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House, which on its website describes
Thailand as ‘only partly free’. The report
said that ‘The punitive lèse-majesté laws
assign penalties of up to 15 years in prison
for criticism of the king, the royal family,
or Buddhism. Complaints can be brought
by one citizen against another and authori-
ties are required to investigate such alle-
gations, which have increased in recent
years alongside the government’s use of
the law to stifle dissent… The authorities
said that ‘liking’ or promoting a post on
Facebook or other social-networking sites
constituted a violation of lèse-majesté

laws… high profile lèse-majesté trials
have prompted a backlash against the laws
and their harsh implementation. In Octo-
ber 2011, a government official – in re-
sponse to UN and international criticism –
commented that lèse-majesté laws may
have been overused and ‘inadvertently’
limited free speech, prompting an unprec-
edented debate over their reform.’

December 2013 will see the ailing King
Bhumibol’s turn 86. The King is both re-
spected and revered in Thailand. The
same is not the case for his likely succes-
sor (shades of Shakespeare again) the
Crown Prince, although Thailand’s tight
laws prevent any open criticism. One the-
ory put forward in Bangkok is that the
Shinawatra family might attempt to stage
some sort of accommodation and rap-
prochement with the Royal family which
would provide them with a seal of ap-
proval that enabled the Shinawatra dy-
nasty to hold on to their populist power.

The economy
According to the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) the Thai economy rebounded in
2012 after the flooding that swamped in-
dustrial estates, farmland and parts of the
capital Bangkok in late 2011. Gross do-
mestic product (GDP) rose by 6.4 per cent
in 2012 compared with just 0.1 per cent in
the previous year. Private consumption in-
creased by 6.6 per cent to contribute about
half of total GDP growth. Consumption
was stimulated by demand to replace
household items after the floods and by
several government policies. These in-
cluded increases in minimum wages by up
to 40 per cent in seven provinces and in
public service salaries, a tax rebate to
first-time buyers of domestically made
cars, which some 1.2 million car buyers
took advantage of, tax breaks for first-time
buyers of houses and a government deci-
sion to buy unmilled rice from farmers at
prices well above international levels.

Growth in employment and wages sup-
ported consumption, as average wages

rose by 11.8 per cent and employment by
1.2 per cent. The unemployment rate fell
to just 0.5 per cent by year-end. Fixed cap-
ital investment rose by 13.3 per cent, pro-
pelled by the reconstruction of
flood-damaged factories, houses and
other infrastructure and the replacement
of capital equipment. Public construction
was spurred by the building of mass rapid
transit projects in Bangkok and mobile
telecommunications networks. However,
external demand weakened in 2011 due to
sagging economic growth in major mar-
kets and disruption to export-oriented
manufacturing caused by the floods. Net
exports of goods and services acted as a
drag on GDP growth.

The ADB noted that some of Thailand’s
manufacturers were able to return to full
production relatively quickly, particularly
those targeting the domestic market, but
others – including makers of computers,
hard drives and semiconductors – took
several months to rebuild and replace
equipment. These industries also faced
sluggish export demand. Car and truck
production jumped by 72 per cent, reflect-
ing the low base caused by the 2011 floods
and additional demand stimulated by the
rebate for first-car buyers. Manufacturing
production rose by 7.0 per cent and the in-
dustry sector as a whole contributed 3.4
percentage points to GDP growth, the big-
gest sector contribution from the supply
side. The service sector grew by 5.8 per
cent and was also an important source of
GDP growth. A 16 per cent rise in tourist
arrivals, to 22.3 million, contributed to 8.8
per cent growth in the hotels and restau-
rants sub-sector. Financial services grew
by 6.6 per cent, with insurance benefiting
from buoyant auto sales. Agricultural out-
put increased by 3.1 per cent with higher
output of rice, cassava, natural rubber and
oil palm. Food price inflation eased and
fuel prices were fairly stable. Despite
picking up in the fourth quarter because of
an increase in electricity tariffs and higher
excise taxes on alcohol and tobacco, infla-
tion for 2012 was the lowest in 3 years.

The Bank of Thailand, the central bank,
lowered its policy interest rate to 3.0 per
cent to assist economic recovery after the
floods and reduced the rate again in Octo-
ber 2012 to 2.75 per cent, slightly below
the inflation rate. Lending interest rates
declined and commercial bank lending
expanded by 13.7 per cent in 2012, with a
21.6 per cent surge in consumer loans.
Fiscal policy also stimulated the econ-
omy. The fiscal deficit widened to 4.1 per
cent of GDP in 2012 (ended 30 September
2012) from 1.3 per cent in 2011. About 90

per cent of planned spending was dis-
bursed, though this fell to 66 per cent for
the capital budget owing to delays in ap-
proving the 2012 budget after a change of
government in August 2011 and shortages
of construction materials after the floods.
The wider deficit reflects new govern-
ment subsidies and tax breaks to support
households, farmers and businesses, in-
cluding a cut in the corporate tax rate to 23
per cent in 2012. Moreover, considerable
spending was funded off-budget. Parlia-
ment approved an emergency decree al-
lowing the government to borrow the
equivalent of US$11.7 billion by June
2013 to be spent over several years on wa-
ter management projects. About US$100
million of this was spent in 2012.

Merchandise exports rose by just 3.2 per
cent in US dollars in 2012. The value of
rice exports shrank by 28 per cent because
the subsidy on the domestic purchase
price pushed Thai rice prices well above
international levels. Exports of automo-
biles increased by 26 per cent, but those of
electronic products edged up by just 0.9
per cent. Imports outpaced exports, rising
by 7.8 per cent in US dollars, in part a re-
sult of capital equipment purchased to re-
place that damaged by the floods.
Consequently, the trade surplus shrank by
half to US$8.3 billion. Insurance claim
payments after the floods contributed to a
narrowing in the services trade deficit, but
the sharply lower trade surplus meant the
current account surplus fell to 0.7 per cent
of GDP.

The capital and financial account re-
corded a substantial surplus, largely be-
cause of net portfolio inflows and loans to
businesses. The overall balance of pay-
ments remained in surplus and gross inter-
national reserves rose by 3.7 per cent to
US$181.6 billion, cover for 10 months of
imports. Higher capital inflows contrib-
uted to 6 per cent appreciation of the Thai
baht against the US dollar in 2012. The
central bank indicated it would further lib-
eralise outward foreign direct and portfo-
lio investment, partly to take pressure off
the baht. The Stock Exchange of Thailand
index of share prices climbed by 35.8 per
cent over 2011 and yields on government
bonds generally declined. Housing prices
showed modest gains. After the rebound
in 2012, economic growth is expected to
moderate to about 5 per cent in 2013 and
2014, the pace seen in the 3 years leading
up to the global financial crisis. Projec-
tions assume the government follows
through with large public investments it
plans in water management and transport
infrastructure during the forecast period.
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Private consumption will continue to ben-
efit from a tight labour market and the
minimum wage increases, which were ex-
tended throughout the country from Janu-
ary 2013. A study by the Thailand
Development Research Institute found
that 2012’s 40 per cent increase in mini-
mum wages in seven provinces did not
cause significant layoffs.

Risk assessment
Politics Poor
Economy Good
Regional stability Fair

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
1767 The former capital of Siam,
Ayutthaya, fell to Burmese invaders.
1782 King Rama I – first of the Chakri dy-
nasty – was crowned and founded the
capital city Bangkok.
1851–68 King Mongkut (Rama IV) began
a period of reform and modernisation
while adroitly avoiding European colonis-
ation. Treaties were signed with the US,
Great Britain, France and Japan, among
others. Barriers against traders were elimi-
nated, allowing expansion.
1868–1910 Chulalongkorn, (Rama V)
continued his father’s programmes by
modernising the legal and administrative
systems, reforming the political structure
and abolishing slavery. He also began
construction of a railway network. Some
Siam territories in Indochina were ceded
to Britain and France.
1910 Vajiravudha (Rama VI) became
King. He introduced compulsory educa-
tion, among other reforms.
1925 Prajadhipok, the brother of
Vajiravudha, became King (Rama VII).
1932 A group of students, led by Pibul
Songgram and Pridi Phanomyang forced
King Prajadhipok to replace the absolute
monarchy with a constitutional monarchy
and introduce parliamentary government.
A new National Assembly was established.
1933 The first general elections were
held.
1935 The King abdicated. A council of
regency chose his 10-year old brother,
Ananda, to be Rama VIII. He was studying
in Switzerland at the time.
1938 Pibul Songgram became prime
minister
1939 Siam was renamed Thailand on
June 24.
1941–1946 Under the leadership of
Pibul, Thailand allied itself with Japan and
allowed Japanese troops to traverse the
country. Thailand declared war on the US
and Britain but the Thai ambassador in
Washington withheld the official declara-
tion and so technically the country

remained neutral. Pridi Phanomyang led
an American-backed anti-Japanese
movement.
1945 Pridi became prime minister and
Pibul was jailed briefly for war crimes.
1946 King Ananda returned for the sec-
ond time from studying in Switzerland but
died shortly after in mysterious circum-
stances. He was succeeded by his brother,
Bhumipol Adulyadej, as King Rama IX, al-
though he was not formally crowned until
1950. Inflation and corruption marred the
government’s reputation.
1947 Pibul led an army coup d’état and
instituted a military dictatorship. Pibul was
staunchly anti-Communist and under his
rule the Chinese community, suspected of
being Communist sympathisers, was
harassed.
1950 Bhumibol Adulyadej became King
and was crowned Rama IX. Thailand
aligned itself with the US during the Cold
War and sent troops to fight in the Korean
War.
1957 Pibul was overthrown in a coup led
by Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat.
1958 Sarit deposed his own premier, took
power himself and imposed martial law
and dissolved all political parties.
1973 Student riots destabilised the mili-
tary government and free elections were
held. The King appointed a civilian, Sanya
Thammasak, as premier.
1974 A new constitution was introduced,
legalising political parties.
1975 With the ending of the Vietnam War
Thailand became the temporary home to
many refugees from Indochina.
1976 The military seized power and Ad-
miral Sa’ngad Chaloryoo annulled the
1974 constitution and re-introduced mar-
tial law. A new constitution was intro-
duced. Thanin Kraivixien became prime
minister, he imposed a harsh rule and
kept unions under tight control while he
carried out anti-Communist purges of the
civil service and educational institutions.
1977 Thanin was overthrown by General
Kriangsak Chomanand.
1978 A new constitution was promulgated
in which a bicameral National Assembly
was established.
1991 Another military coup led by Gen-
eral Suchinda Krapayoon replaced
Kriangsak.
1992 General Krapayoon resigned and
elections were held. A coalition led by the
Phak Prachathipat (PP) (Democrat Party)
was victorious.
1995 The Phak Chat Thai Patthana (CP)
(Thai Nation Development Party) won the
general election and formed a coalition
government.
1997 The constitution was amended to
allow the direct election of a prime minis-
ter. The baht fell sharply during the Asian
financial crisis and led to bankruptcies

and unemployment. Chuan Leekpai (PP)
was elected prime minister; he worked
closely with the IMF to reform the badly
damaged economy.
2000 Thailand’s first senate election was
held. Subsequent rulings against the re-
sults by the Election Commission necessi-
tated two further elections.
2001 In general elections, Thaksin
Shinawatra became prime minister and
the Thai Rak Thai (TRT) (Thais Love Thais)
formed a coalition government with the
Phak Chart Patthana (PCP) (National De-
velopment Party).
2002 The PCT and the Phak Khwam
Wang Mai (PKWM) (New Aspiration Party)
joined the ruling coalition. Supachai
Panitchpakdi became director general of
the World Trade Organisation (WTO).
2004 A wave of terrorist attacks by sepa-
ratist Islamic and ethnic Malays from
southern provinces killed over 100 peo-
ple. Over 100 Islamic insurgents were
killed while attacking several police bases
in the south and 85 Islamic detainees
were killed while in custody following vio-
lence at a rally in the south. Millions of
domesticated birds were slaughtered fol-
lowing an outbreak of avian flu. Six west
coast provinces, including the tourist re-
sorts of Phuket and Khao Lak, were dev-
astated by a tsunami which swept the
whole region following an earthquake off
the coast of Sumatra (Indonesia). The final
estimate for Thailand was 8,212 dead or
missing and 6,000 people displaced.
2005 The ruling TRT party won the gen-
eral elections; Thaksin Shinawatra was the
first prime minister to win a second term in
office.
2006 Amid controversial allegations con-
cerning corruption charges against him,
Thaksin Shinawatra called snap general
elections which the opposition parties
boycotted; they were won by the ruling
TRT with 57 per cent of the vote. Despite
the victory, the prime minister was forced
to step down in favour of his deputy,
Chidchai Vanasatidya. But the Supreme
Administrative Court ruled that the gen-
eral elections were invalid and allowed
Shinawatra to resume his duties as prime
minister. While abroad attending a UN
General Assembly meeting Shinawatra
was deposed in a bloodless army coup. A
ban was placed on all political party ac-
tivities. Retired ex-army general, Surayud
Chulanont was sworn in as prime minis-
ter. Shinawatra resigned his leadership of
TRT.
2007 Matial law was lifted in Bangkok
and 41 (out of 76) provinces two months
after its imposition; it continued in border
regions and in the north in general. The
constitutional court ordered the dissolu-
tion of the TRT and barred TRT leader
Thaksin Shinawatra from politics for
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breaking election laws in 2006; the court
also barred a further 110 party members
from politics for five years. The ban on
political party activities was lifted, but the
TRT remained dissolved. Former members
of TRT agreed to stand as parliamentary
candidates for the Palang Prachachon
(PPP) (People’s Power Party). An arrest
warrant was issued for Shinawatra on
fraud charges. A referendum agreed con-
stitution changes. King Bhumibol
Adulyadej celebrated his eightieth birth-
day. Although the king has few legal pow-
ers, he has been instrumental in calming
relations between the military and civilian
government and the people. In snap par-
liamentary elections the PPP won 233
seats (out of 480) and began coalition
talks with minor parties.
2008 A coalition government led by the
PPP and five minor political parties was
formed. Samak Sundaravej (PPP) was
elected as prime minister. Thaksin
Shinawatra returned from self-imposed ex-
ile, to a welcome of thousands of
flag-waving supporters. He was arrested
and taken to court immediately to face
charges of abuse of power during his ten-
ure as prime minister; he was released on
bail. He and his wife went on trial on cor-
ruption charges related to a Bangkok real
estate deal. His wife was found guilty and
he fled Thailand into exile in the UK.
Shinawatra was found guilty in absentia of
corruption and sentenced to two years in
jail. Prime Minister Samak Sundaravej was
sacked from office by the Constitutional
Court for violating electoral laws in 2007.
Somchai Wongsawat became prime min-
ister, but was banned from political office
until 2013 along with his party, the PPP.
Most parliamentary members of PPP
joined the newly established Phak Puea
Thai (PPT) (For Thais Party). Both main
Bangkok international airports were
closed for over a week in December as
anti-government demonstrators besieged
the termini, stranding thousands of visitors
and crippling the tourist industry. Opposi-
tion leader, Abhisit Vejjajiva (PP), became
prime minister. A new government coali-
tion was formed, led by the PP with CP.
2009 Mass rallies showed renewed sup-
port of Thaksin Shinawatra, while con-
demning government efforts to manage
the economic crisis. The Asean summit,
due to be held in Pattaya, was cancelled
after demonstrators stormed the venue.
Sonthi Boonyaratglin (who had led the
2006 coup that overthrew Shinawatra)
became leader of the Matuphum (Mother-
land) party (mostly comprised of Muslim
politicians) and campaigned on bringing
unity to Thailand. A new political party
Karn Muang Mai (New Politics Party) was
formed, to represent the views of the ‘yel-
low shirts’.

2010 The Supreme Court sequestrated
US$1.4 billion of Shinawatra wealth,
deemed illegally acquired while Mr
Shinawatra was prime minister. Thou-
sands of supporters of Shinawatra, known
as ‘red shirts’, took to the capital’s streets
for weeks of civil disorder and disruption,
calling for new elections. A state of emer-
gency was declared, giving the security
forces wide powers, including detention
for 30 days without charge. Protestors
were finally dispersed by security forces
leaving 80 people dead and around
1,800 injured. The US put Thailand on a
list of countries not doing enough to com-
bat human trafficking, an illegal industry
that generates around US$10 billion a
year. The state of emergency was lifted af-
ter over 400 people had been arrested
under the emergency rules, which banned
the gathering of more than five people.
2011 Parliament was dissolved in May
and a general election was set for July. In
May, PPT elected Yingluck Shinawatra,
the sister of ousted-prime minister Taksin
Shinawatra, as its leader. In the elections,
the opposition PPT in its first contested na-
tional election won a convincing majority
of 265 seats out of 500, including 48.41
per cent of the proportional vote (61 seats
out of 125); the former ruling PP won 159
seats. A five-party government coalition
was agreed on 4 July, led by PPT, with
CP, BJT and two other minor parties. Par-
liament voted Yingluck Shinawatra into of-
fice as prime minister in August. Of the
500 members 296 voted for her, three
against and 197 abstained. She became
Thailand’s first female head of govern-
ment. Floodwaters that had been building
following months of heavy monsoon rains
reached Bangkok in October. In the prov-
inces 356 people were killed and
110,000 families displaced from their
homes. By November, as floodwaters
reached the outskirts of Bangkok, authori-
ties instigated evacuations (estimated at
around 16,000 residents) as it diverted
run-off floodwater in an attempt to protect
the densely populated capital. Nationwide
over 562 people had been killed and the
floods had effected 22 (out of 77) prov-
inces, while in Bangkok waters in some
lower-lying areas were 50cm deep, but in
others in general water had begun to
recede.
2012 GDP growth in the fourth quarter of
2011 fell by 9 per cent due to the Octo-
ber flooding which caused US$11 billion
of damage to just the infrastructure. Man-
ufacturing and agriculture were also ad-
versely affected. On 17 September the
Truth for Reconciliation Commission
(TRC) published its final report on the
2010 political unrest and the anti-govern-
ment demonstrations. The TRC held both
the military and the Red Shirts responsible

for the violence and the deaths of over 90
people. On 5 December thousands gath-
ered in Bangkok to celebrate the 85th
birthday of King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the
world’s longest serving monarch.
2013 A peace talks deal between govern-
ment forces and Muslim separatists in the
south of the country was announced in
February. Malaysia would to act as medi-
ator. In July a cease-fire (the Ramadan
Peace Initiative) for the month of
Ramadan was agreed between the two
parties whereby Thai security forces would
refrain from ‘aggressive actions’ and rebel
groups, including the Barisan Revolusi
Nasional (BRN) (National Revolutionary
Front), will not engage in ‘armed attacks,
bombings and ambushes’ against Thai
troops. King Bhumibol Adulyadej left hos-
pital on 1 August. He had been admitted
in September 2009 with a lung infection.
He was reported as going to his sea-side
palace with his wife, Queen Sirikit, who
has herself been in hospital for a year with
‘reduced blood flow to the brain’. There
was tight security in early August as par-
liament prepared to debate a controver-
sial bill that would grant amnesty to those
involved in political violence since 2006.
There were fears that the bill might allow
ex-leader Thaksin Shinawatra to return
without serving a prison sentence. Mr
Thaksin had been convicted of abuse of
power in 2008 and sentenced in absentia
to a prison term of two years. On 30 Oc-
tober four opposition members resigned
their positions so that they could lead
street protests against the amnesty, just
days before the bill was approved by the
lower house on 31 October. However, as
protests grew and tens of thousands of
protestors took to the streets, when it
came to the Senate the ruling PPT with-
drew its support and all 141 Senators
present voted against it. Ms Shinawatra
had already said she would abide by the
Senate’s ruling.

Political structure
Constitution
A new constitution was agreed by referen-
dum in 2007. Aticles of change included:
each province to return at least three
members of parliament in multi-seat con-
stituencies; making just over half the sen-
ate seats to be elected; limiting the
powers and privileges of the prime minis-
ter – as no prime minister or cabinet may
govern while the House of Representatives
is dissolved; restricting the term in office
to two; banning a prime minister from
owning major holdings in private compa-
nies and making it easier to impeach a
prime minister. Turnout for the referen-
dum was 60 per cent.
Form of state
Constitutional monarchy



The executive
Executive power lies with the cabinet,
headed by a prime minister for a term of
four years, who must be an elected mem-
ber of the House of Representatives.
National legislature
The bicameral, Rathasapha (National As-
sembly) consists of the Sapha Phuthaen
Ratsadon (House of Representatives), with
480 representatives, of which 375 are di-
rectly elected in single seat-constituencies
and 125 are determined by proportional
representation along party lines, and the
Wuthisapha (Senate) with 150 non-parti-
san members, of which 76 are directly
elected and 74 are appointed by commit-
tee. Representatives serve for up to four
years and senators serve for fixed terms of
six years.
Legal system
Courts follow the traditional pattern of
courts of first instance, a court of appeal
and a Supreme Court.
Last elections
3 July 2011 (parliamentary)
Results: Parliamentary: Phak Puea Thai
(PPT) (For Thais Party) won 48.41 per cent
of the vote (265 seats out of 500), Phak
Prachathipat (PP) (Democrat Party) 35.15
per cent (159), Phak Bhum Jai Thai (BJT)
(Thai Pride Party) 3.94 per cent (34), Phak
Chat Thai Pattana (CP) (Thai Nation De-
velopment Party) 2.79 per cent (19);
seven other political parties each won less
than 2 per cent of the vote and shared the
remaining 23 seats.
Next elections
July 2015 (parliamentary)

Political parties
Ruling party
Coalition led by Phak Puea Thai (PPT) (For
Thais Party), with Phak Bhum Jai Thai
(BJT) (Thai Pride Party), Phak Chat Thai
Pattana (CP) (Thai Nation Development
Party) and two other minor parties (from 5
Aug 2011)
Main opposition party
Phak Prachathipat (PP) (Democrat Party)

Population
64.38 million (2012)* (65,479,453;
2010 census figure)
Over 24 per cent of the population is un-
der 14 years of age.
Last census: 1 September 2010:
65,479,453
Population density: 131 inhabitants per
square km (2010). Urban population 34
per cent (2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: 1.0 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Ethnic make-up
Approximately 80 per cent of the popula-
tion are Thais, 10 per cent Chinese and 5
per cent Malays. Other ethnic minorities
include Laotian, Vietnamese,
Kampuchean and a number of hill tribes.

Religions
Buddhist (85 per cent), Muslim (4 per
cent), Christian (0.5 per cent), Hindu and
Confucian.

Education
Primary schooling lasts for six years until
students are aged 13 when they progress
to the lower secondary school. At aged
16 students may either follow a general
academic or vocational path in an upper
secondary school.
There are 16 universities in Thailand, of
which 12 are in Bangkok. There are also
21 recognised private colleges of higher
education. Culturally, higher education is
biased towards the social sciences and
humanities, with science and technology
accounting for only 22 per cent of total
tertiary enrolment.
The education system in Thailand is un-
dergoing major reforms. The main objec-
tive is the eventual decentralisation of
education in the country as in 2001, pol-
icy was implemented through a central of-
fice, regional office, provincial office, then
a district office. From August 2002 it will
be administered through a central office,
a local area education office and the
school.
The government hopes to transform the
learning process from a teacher-oriented
system to a learner-oriented method.
There are plans to introduce more tech-
nology in education.
Literacy rate: 93 per cent adult rate; 98
per cent youth rate (15–24) (Unesco
2005).
Compulsory years: Six to 16
Enrolment rate: 89 per cent gross pri-
mary enrolment; 59 per cent gross sec-
ondary enrolment, of relevant age groups
(including repeaters), (World Bank).
Pupils per teacher: 21 in primary schools

Health
It is estimated that only 10 per cent of the
population have pre-paid health insur-
ance plans. Improve access to healthcare
has been promised by the government by
implementing a standard B30 (US$0.70)
per hospital visit rule across the country.
There are fears, however, that the re-
duced cost will entail a fall in healthcare
standards.
The government has as a central objec-
tive, the standardisation of healthcare
throughout the country. Plans stress the
need to reorganise and decentralise pub-
lic health administration. Private sector
healthcare is expanding faster than the
public sector, with private healthcare ex-
penditure currently estimated to be run-
ning at double the public sector level.
Private hospitals (over 370) account for
25 per cent of all hospital beds.
The ministry of health provides free medi-
cal services to the poor in all government

hospitals. Thailand has well over 1,000
public hospitals, over 13,000 specialised
private clinics, over 8,000 health centres
and an estimated 0.23 doctors per 1,000
of the population. The health of the Thai
population has improved significantly over
the last 20–30 years with life expectancy
rising by 17 years, the infant mortality rate
dropping by about two-thirds and the pro-
portion of the population with access to
safe drinking water more than trebling.
HIV/Aids
In a region where conservative leaders
have been reluctant to publicly endorse
HIV/Aids prevention programmes, Thai-
land took the initiative in 1994 and intro-
duced a full scale public education and
condom distribution programme, so that
by 2004 people newly testing HIV posi-
tive fell to 21,260, vastly less than the
peak of 142,819 in 1991.
HIV prevalence: 1.5 per cent aged
15–49 in 2003 (World Bank)
Life expectancy: 70 years, 2004 (WHO
2006)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
1.6 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef); ma-
ternal mortality 44 deaths per 100,000
(World Bank).
Birth rate/Death rate: 16.4 births and
6.9 deaths per 1,000 people (2003)
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 13 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012); 18 per cent of children
aged under five were malnourished
(World Bank).

Welfare
The social insurance bill provides for
cover during illness or accidents unrelated
to work, maternity, disability, funeral ex-
penses, child welfare, pensions and un-
employment. The welfare system was
radically restructured in 1997 with the in-
troduction of a centralised Government
Pension Fund (GPF) worth about B71 bil-
lion (US$1.57 billion), replacing the old
civil service pension scheme with a pri-
vately managed autonomous entity.
The labour department of the Ministry of
the Interior manages workers’ security and
welfare and oversees a compensation
fund for workers. In 70 out of 73 prov-
inces, employers with more than 20 work-
ers are required by law to contribute to
the compensation fund. This fund pro-
vides benefits to employees who suffer in-
jury in the workplace, or who fall ill or die
as a result of the performance of their
work. On average, 60 per cent of the
monthly wages will be paid. This amount
should not fall below B2,000 (US$46)
and should not exceed B9,000 (US$206).
Medical expenses are also paid in the
case of an injury and in the case of death,
the funeral expenses will be covered by
the employer.
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The public welfare department (PWD) of
the Ministry of the Interior provides wel-
fare services to various groups of people
such as children and the young, landless
farmers, hill tribe minorities, the destitute,
the disabled, the handicapped, the aged
and those hit by disaster.
Thaksin Shinawatra has ambitious objec-
tives to deal with social problems in Thai-
land. These include plans to establish
family advisory centres and childcare
clinics.
Child prostitution in Thailand has received
strong international attention. Eradicating
the trade in children and women is likely
to be a slow process for Thailand, since
anti-trafficking laws have been difficult to
implement. Female unemployment in
Thailand remains high, so many turn to
prostitution to earn their living.

Main cities
Bangkok (Krung Thep) (capital, estimated
population 5.9 million (m) in 2012),
Samut Prakan (465,588), Nonthaburi
(435,512), Udon Thani (231,520), Pak
Kret (211,977), Chon Buri (205,223),
Phra Pradaeng (205,108), Hat Yai
(202,587), Nakhon Ratchasima
(200,384), Si Racha (199,623).

Languages spoken
Business is conducted in Thai. Chinese
(mainly the Zhiu Zhou dialect from south-
ern China) is spoken in major towns.
Many senior government officials and
businessmen speak some English which,
along with French and German, is in-
creasingly being used in tourist areas.
Malay and indigenous languages are
spoken.
Official language/s
Thai

Media
Much of terrestrial television and radio is
controlled and operated by the govern-
ment and military.
Press
Dailies: In Thai, main newspapers in-
cludes the mass-circulation Daily News
(www.dailynews.co.th) and Thairath
(www.thairath.co.th); other local and re-
gional publications include Thai Post
(www.thaipost.net) and Matichon
(www.matichon.co.th), principal in of a
media network. In English, the principal
example include The Bangkok Post
(www.bangkokpost.co.th) and The Nation
(www.nationmultimedia.com) and Chiang
Mai (www.chiangmai-mail.com).
Weeklies: Daily newspapers produce
weekend editions including, in Thai,
Matichon.
The UK-based The Economist was banned
in January 2009 for what the authorities
called ‘insulting the King’ (lèse majesté) in

an article that questioned the monarch’s
role in public life.
Business: In Thai, Krungthep Turakij
(www.bangkokbiznews.com), Manager
(www.manager.co.th), Post Today
(www.posttoday.com), Prachachat Turakij
(www.matichon.co.th/prachachat), Siam
Turakij (www.siamturakij.com) and Than
Settikij (www.thannews.th.com); in English,
Business Day (http://www.biz-day.com),
Thailand News and Press Releases
(www.thailand4.com) is a business media
outlet.
Periodicals: Various international publi-
cations such as New York Times,
Newsweek, The Economist and Asiaweek
are sold by newsagents.
Broadcasting
Radio: The National Broadcasting Service
of Thailand (NBT) (www.prd.go.th) oper-
ates a national network and external ser-
vice which broadcasts in nine languages,
including English. There are many com-
mercial including MCOT (http://ra-
dio.mcot.net) and Bangkok FM
(www.bangkokfm.com) and non-commer-
cial radio stations, such as KU Radio net-
work (http://radio.ku.ac.th) operated by
Kasetsart University and Army Radio
(www.tv5.co.th).
Television: NBT operates Channel 11
(www.prd.go.th); Thailand Independent
Television (TiTV) and Modernine TV
(http://modernine.mcot.net) are govern-
ment operated; TV5 (www.tv5.co.th) and
BBTV (www.ch7.com) are operated by the
Royal Thai Army. Thai TV3
(www.becnews.com) is commercial.
National news agency: Thai News
Agency (MCOT)

Economy
With an export-led economy, the strength,
or otherwise, of global trade has a signifi-
cant impact on the Thai economy. The in-
dustrial sector constituted 44.7 per cent of
GDP in 2010, of which manufacturing
accounted for 35.6 per cent, including
manufactured items such as computers
and electronics, furniture, food stuffs,
jewellery and toys and plastic products.
The global economic crisis caused trade
to weaken in 2009 and industrial annual
production fell to -5 per cent, while man-
ufacturing production fell by -6.1 per
cent, particularly in capital goods and
hi-tech products such as integrated cir-
cuits and hard disk drives, vehicles and
electrical goods.
The service sector constituted 43 per cent
of GDP in 2010, of which tourism is the
largest component, typically accounting
for around 6.5 per cent of GDP. Thailand
has been subject to a series of external
and internal shocks since 2008, including
the global pandemic swine flu, the mob-
bing of the international airport in

Bangkok by protestors, the global eco-
nomic crisis (tourist numbers fell to 6.6
million in the first half of 2009 (7.88 mil-
lion in the same period in 2008)) and the
political turmoil at the beginning of 2010,
which was estimated to have cut visitor
numbers by 1–2 million and cost the
economy over US$4 billion. Experience
has shown that Thailand’s popularity with
tourists typically allows a quick reversal of
such ill-fortune.
The economy fell into recession at the be-
ginning of 2009 as GDP for the year fell
-2.3 per cent. The government introduced
a series of stimulus packages from
2008–10, totalling 4.2 per cent of GDP,
to help kick-start growth. Measures in-
cluded tax instruments, capital investment
and payments to workers on low incomes.
Private and public consumption rose by
5.8 per cent in 2009 and by 2010 as
world trade picked up and GDP growth
rebounded to 7.8 per cent. However in
2011 devastating floods in and around
the capital swamped thousands of facto-
ries and disrupted production causing a
sharp drop in GDP, with growth estimated
at 0.1 per cent. GDP was forecast to rise
to about 5.5 per cent as reconstruction
stimulated the economy in 2012.
Agriculture constituted 12.4 per cent of
GDP in 2010 – Thailand is the world’s
leading rice exporter. A new government
policy aimed at improving the lives of the
rural poor was launched on 7 October
2011, whereby the government buys
un-milled paddy rice directly from farmers
for 50 per cent above the prevailing mar-
ket price. This will cut out the independent
merchants, who have previously exported
some one third of Thailand’s rice produc-
tion. Not only will taxpayers be required to
fund this scheme (estimated at US$8 bil-
lion per annum), but recent international
food shortages have occurred, due in part
to hoarding of rice by other Asian coun-
tries. This cut in exports by the world’s
leading rice exporter could exacerbate a
shortage of rice on the international mar-
ket. In September 2011, Indonesia pro-
tested about the failure by Thailand to
supply an agreed 272,000 tonnes of rice.
In 2011, the UN Human Development In-
dex (HDI) ranked Thailand 103 (out of
187) for national development in health,
education and income. In 2010, 38.5 per
cent of the population experienced at
least one indicator of poverty, while 10.8
per cent lived on the equivalent of
US$1.25 per day. Remittances in 2009
were US$1.64 billion, (0.6 per cent of
GDP) and estimated to have grown to
US$1.79 billion in 2010.

External trade
Thailand belongs to the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) Free

1848

Nations of the World: A Political, Economic and Business Handbook



Trade Area (Afta) and maintains a list of
goods that have preferential import duties
between members and a programme of
tariff reductions due to be introduced in
the next few years. It also belongs to the
21-member Asia-Pacific Economic
Co-operation (Apec) forum, which is a
bloc of countries that border the Pacific
with the aim of facilitating trade, eco-
nomic growth and investment in the
region.
A diversified manufacturing sector pro-
vides a wide range of export commodities
from rice (Thailand is a world producer),
rubber, steel, tin, vehicles, hi-tech elec-
tronic goods, garments, seafood and pro-
cessed food and electricity.
Imports
Principal imports are capital goods, inter-
mediate goods and raw materials, con-
sumer goods, petroleum and natural gas.
Main sources: Japan (20 per cent of total
in 2012), China (14.9 per cent), UAE (6.3
per cent).
Exports
Principal exports are vehicles and parts,
computers and electronic goods and elec-
trical appliances, textiles and footwear,
agricultural and fishery products, rice,
natural rubber, jewellery.
Main destinations: China (11.7 per cent
of total in 2012), Japan (10.2 per cent),
US (9.9 per cent)

Agriculture
Agriculture accounts for around 10 per
cent of GDP and employs just over half of
the workforce. The rise of the manufactur-
ing industry has meant that agriculture’s
share of GDP is declining, although farm-
ing still provides income for the majority
of the population.
About 39 per cent of the total land area is
cultivated. Production has generally been
increased by expansion of planted acre-
age, rather than productivity improve-
ments such as irrigation or use of
fertilisers. Yield per paddy is one of the
lowest in south-east Asia.
Thailand is known as the rice bowl of Asia
and is one of the world’s leading net ex-
porters of food. The principal rice-grow-
ing area is the Chao Phya river basin.
Tapioca is mainly produced in the
south-east, kenaf in the north-east and
maize in the central plain. Thailand is the
world’s largest exporter of natural rubber.
Over 90 per cent of the rubber is pro-
duced in the south and most of it is ex-
ported through Penang in Malaysia..
Other major crops include sugar, cas-
sava, cotton, jute, tobacco, fruit (espe-
cially pineapples), beans, oilseeds and
coffee.
Livestock raised includes pigs, cattle,
sheep and poultry. Buffaloes, oxen, horses

and elephants are used as draught
animals.
Crocodiles are farmed for their skins.
Agricultural co-operatives are organised
by farmers to help co-ordinate joint farm-
ing activities and to provide low interest
credits to members. The co-operatives are
regulated by the ministry of agriculture
and co-operatives.
A new government policy aimed at im-
proving the lives of the rural poor was
launched on 7 October 2011, whereby
the government buys directly from farmers
unmilled paddy rice for 50 per cent above
the prevailing market price. This will cut
out the independent merchants, who have
previously exported some one third of
Thailand’s rice production. Not only will
taxpayers be required to fund this scheme
(estimated at US$8 billion per annum),
but recent international food shortages
have occurred due in part to hoarding of
rice by other Asian countries. This cut in
exports by the world’s leading rice ex-
porter could exacerbate this shortage of
rice on the international market. In Sep-
tember 2011, Indonesia protested about
the failure by Thailand to supply an
agreed 272,000 tonnes of rice.
Thailand is the world’s main exporter of
fish and seafood. Exports typically earn
US$4 billion per year. Shrimp products
account for over half of the export reve-
nue. Canned tuna is another important
export item, typically accounting for 15
per cent of export revenue. The govern-
ment has focussed on upgrading the fish-
ing industry by cutting production and
improving product quality. Shrimp export-
ers are moving to create more
ready-to-eat fish-based products.
Forests are estimated to cover 17 per cent
of total land area, with a further 18 per
cent subject of a reforestation programme
following a rapid decrease in the 1980s.
There has been a ban on logging in natu-
ral forests since 1989 and the government
has implemented a number of measures
to protect the remaining forests and en-
courage plantation forest management.

Industry and manufacturing
The industrial sector contributed around
44 per cent to GDP in 2004 and employs
15 per cent of the workforce. Manufactur-
ing accounted for around 35 per cent of
GDP and 80 per cent of exports.
The majority of industries are in the pri-
vate sector and most registered factories
are small undertakings, but there is a
range of medium- and large-concerns.
Main industrial products include pro-
cessed food, precious stones and jewel-
lery, cement, sugar, refined oil, synthetic
fibres, textiles, assembled vehicles and
parts, paint, steel, paper,
pharmaceuticals, galvanised iron sheet,

plastics (including artificial flowers),
electronics, electrical appliances, glass,
tin ingots, condensed milk, tin plate, de-
tergent, hydrochloric acid and caustic
soda. The local processing of wood has
been encouraged and exports of plywood,
veneer, parquet, furniture, household
utensils and paper products show signifi-
cant growth potential.

Tourism
Thailand was the fifth most popular desti-
nation in Asia in 2010, with 15.9 million
foreign visitors, of which the majority were
from Asia. In 2011, Malaysian visitors, for
the third year running, were the most nu-
merous (2.4 million), followed by China
and Japan. Visitors from the UK, who had
been the third most numerous in 2009
(841,425) fell to ninth in 2011 as visitors,
among others, from Russia, South Korea
and India outnumbered them.
Thailand has many historic sites and its
capital, Bangkok, is renowned for its
wealth of temples. Its coastline has a
range of resorts and hotels, some locally
owned and operated and some owned by
international chains.
There is a good rail service, with tourist
quality comfort, that connects the north
and south of the country, plus train and
ferry and train and bus services providing
access to other areas within Thailand, as
well as with its neighbours.
Travel and tourism contributed an aver-
age 16.2 per cent over 2007–11, provid-
ing employment to 12.6 per cent of the
workforce (4.7 million jobs). Although the
global economic crisis had an adverse ef-
fect on the tourist industry in 2010, when
it only contributed 14.4 per cent of GDP
and employment dropped to 11.2 per
cent of the workforce (4.3 million jobs) by
2011 a strong recovery was underway
with the prediction that in 2012 its share
of GDP will match the average.
Although Thailand is a popular destina-
tion for Western tourists it has picked up
an undesirable reputation as a place for
sleaze and sex-tourism.

Environment
In July 2012 Thai customs officials seized
almost 500,000 tonnes of Kenyan ivory,
worth an estimated US$700,000, being
smuggled through Bangkok’s airport. The
raw elephant tusks, poached in Kenya,
were expected to be turned into jewellery
or decorative carvings or used in tradi-
tional medicines.

Mining
Mining accounts for around 2.5 per cent
of GDP and employs three per cent of the
workforce.
Mining has been officially designated a
priority economic sector eligible for pref-
erential tax and promotional privileges
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from the Board of Investment. The Bank of
Thailand sets guidelines for private com-
mercial banks to extend loans to the sec-
tor at prime lending rates.
Although many reserves remain largely
unexploited, Thailand has a rich variety of
mineral resources, including antimony,
fluorite, iron ore, lead, lignite, limestone,
manganese, precious stones, tungsten
and zinc.
Tin, which is produced in northern, central
and southern Thailand, is the most impor-
tant mining commodity in terms of reve-
nue. It is estimated that only 30 out of
145 tin mines are still active in the
country.
Thailand is the world’s biggest gem ex-
porter. Low cost labour has helped Thai-
land remain a leading exporter. China is
expected to become a major competitor
in gem production and export. While
Thailand’s gem industry is more devel-
oped, China’s lower priced stones have
already entered the market.

Hydrocarbons
Proven oil reserves were 400 million bar-
rels in 2011 and production was 345,000
barrels per day (bpd), an increase of 0.8
per cent on 2010 output. Consumption
was 1 million bpd, a increase of 2.2 per
cent from 2010. The government, in the
face of oil price surges, encouraged refin-
ers to reduce imports and increase do-
mestic production; total refinery capacity
was 1.3 million bpd in 2011.
The publicly owned Petroleum Authority of
Thailand (PTT) implements the national
energy policy and is responsible for explo-
ration, production, transmission and sale
of oil and gas through subsidiary compa-
nies. It also manages international trade
in hydrocarbons.
Proven natural gas reserves were 300 bil-
lion cubic metres (cum) in 2011, while
production was 27 billion cum. However,
as consumption was 46.6 billion cum
Thailand was forced to rely on imported
natural gas from Myanmar, via an inter-
national pipeline, to make up its shortfall.
Most of the output is used for electricity
generation. Bongkot, in the Gulf of Thai-
land, is the largest gas field supplying up
to 35 per cent of national demand.
A new, US$700 million, 5 million tonne
per year, liquefied natural gas (LNG) ter-
minal is under construction at Rayong,
southeast of Bangkok. In 2011, 1 billion
cum of LNG was imported from various
foreign gas fields.
Proven coal reserves were 1.24 billion
tonnes in 2011, of less valuable and pol-
luting lignite (brown coal); around 90 per
cent of all coal is produced in the north at
Mae Moh. Total production was 6.0 mil-
lion tonnes oil equivalent (mtoe). Thailand

imports coal to meet domestic
requirements.

Energy
Total installed generating capacity was
26.82GW in 2007 (with a further
11.7GW generated privately for personal
consumption). It is estimated that Thailand
will need a further 20GW by 2015 to
meet future demand. Around 80 per cent
of generation is provided by fossil fuel,
with natural gas as the principal source,
providing around 70 per cent of the total.
Around 90 per cent of the country’s coal
output is used in the Mae Moh power
plant in the north of Thailand, providing
around 15 per cent of total electricity
generation.
Several large hydroelectric projects have
been suspended due to environmental
and social issues of deforestation and dis-
placed people. Instead over 25 small
dams or up to 25MW are planned.
Electricity is imported from Laos and Ma-
laysia. There is a connection with Cambo-
dia under construction, which should
become operational by 2016.
Other renewable energy sources include
geothermal, biomass gas and wind
power.

Financial markets
Stock exchange
The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET)

Banking and insurance
Thailand set up the Thai Asset Manage-
ment Corporation (TAMC) in 2001 to
take over bad loans in the banking sector.
The high level of non-performing loans
has prevented Thailand’s banks from
functioning properly. Banks have been re-
luctant to lend and this has made eco-
nomic recovery difficult.
Internal reform also continued in
2001–02 as part of the ongoing restruc-
turing drive. The implementation of risk
management systems has been high on
the agenda. Siam Commercial Bank,
Thailand’s most profitable bank is con-
centrating on upgrading technology and
attracting more customers to its internet
banking system. Thai Farmers Bank un-
derwent major restructuring, splitting its
branches into different departments and
making them more customer-oriented.
Central bank
Bank of Thailand
Main financial centre
Bangkok

Time
GMT plus seven hours

Geography
Thailand is situated in the Indo-Chinese
peninsula, sharing borders with Myanmar
to the west and north, Laos to the east

and north, Cambodia to the east and Ma-
laysia to the south.
Thailand can be divided into four regions
– the central alluvial plain, the semi-arid
plateau of the north-east, the mountain-
ous north and the southern peninsula. It
covers an area of 513,115 square km,
about the size of France, and measures
1,650km from north to south and 800km
from west to east. It has a coastline of
2,400km.
Its narrowest part is the Kra Isthmus, which
is about 64km wide, with the Gulf of Thai-
land to the east and the Andaman Sea to
the west.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
The climate varies from tropical savannah
in the north and tropical monsoon in the
south. There are three main seasons: hot
(March–May), rainy (June–October) and
cool (November–February). In Bangkok
temperatures range from 25 degrees Cel-
sius (C) in December to 34 degrees C in
April and May.

Dress codes
Light, loose cotton clothing is advisable,
although it should be modest. Sweaters
may be needed in the evenings and dur-
ing the cooler season. Businessmen wear
shirts and ties, while jackets are worn for
official functions or meetings with govern-
ment officials; jackets and ties may be re-
quired for evening wear at larger hotels.
Smart attire is also expected of
businesswomen.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all and must be valid for six
months beyond date of visit.
Visa
Required by all; a list of exceptions for
certain nationals visiting as tourists are
listed at www.thai-la.net, follow link to
visa.
A business visitor must complete a
non-immigrant visa application and pro-
duce a letter of invitation from a Thai
company, printed on a company letter-
head. The letter must include the host
company’s registration, stating the ‘capital
investment’ and documentation of the
payment of the last two years’ taxes. Proof
of visit for business purposes must also be
furnished along with a letter of approval
by the Thai Labour Department. Business
visas are only valid for up to 90 days.
Extensions, for either tourist or business vi-
sas, may be granted by the Immigration
Bureau in Thailand.
Prohibited entry
Entry is refused to nationals of Afghani-
stan unless in transit within three hours.
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Entry may be refused to persons of untidy
appearance.
Currency advice/regulations
The import and export of foreign currency
is unlimited. The import of local currency
is unlimited; export of amounts greater
than B50,000 require prior authorisation.
Travellers cheques are accepted in most
banks.
Customs
Personal effects are allowed duty-free. Ra-
dio equipment requires a permit and
cameras, computers and luxury jewellery
must be declared at customs.
Export of images or statues of Buddha,
antiques and archaeologically valuable
items is only allowed with a certificate
from the Department of Fine Arts. Articles
exceeding B10,000 in value require a
Certificate of Exportation.
Prohibited imports
Illegal drugs, pornographic material, fire-
arms and ammunition. Live animals and
meat, plants and plant material require a
permit.

Health (for visitors)
Mandatory precautions
A vaccination certificate for yellow fever is
required if travelling from an infected
area.
Advisable precautions
Inoculations and boosters should be cur-
rent for diphtheria, tetanus, hepatitis A,
polio and typhoid. Other vaccinations that
may be recommended are cholera, tuber-
culosis, and Japanese B encephalitis and
hepatitis B. Use malaria prophylaxis
(which will also provide protection against
dengue fever and hepatitis B) including
mosquito repellents, sleeping nets and
clothing that cover the body after dark.
There is a risk of rabies in rural areas.
Use only bottled or boiled water for
drinks, washing teeth and making ice. Eat
only well cooked meals, preferably served
hot; vegetables should be cooked and
fruit peeled. Dairy products are
unpasteurised and should be avoided.
Avoid pork and salad and food from
street vendors. A full first-aid kit would be
useful.
Locally manufactured Western proprietary
medicines are easily obtainable, but visi-
tors on regular medication should bring
their own supplies – amounts for the
length of the visit only.
Visitors should have medical insurance,
including emergency evacuation.

Hotels
Choose a hotel in the district in which you
are doing business. Most top hotels have
good facilities for meetings and can ar-
range secretarial services if notified in ad-
vance. A 10 per cent service charge and
11 per cent tax are added to hotel bills,

and it is customary to give small tips for
good service.

Credit cards
Major credit and charge cards are widely
accepted.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year), 6 Apr (Chakri Day),
13–16 Apr (Songkran/Thai New Year), 1
May (Labour Day), 5 May (Coronation
Day), 9 Aug (Sin National Day), 12 Aug
(Queen’s Birthday), 23 Oct
(Chulalongkorn Day), 5 Dec (King’s Birth-
day), 10 Dec (Constitution Day).
Holidays falling on a weekend are taken
on the following Monday/Tuesday.
Variable dates
Chinese New Year (Jan/Feb), Makha
Bucha Day (Feb), Visakha Bucha Day
(May), Asanha Bucha Day (Jul), Buddhist
Lent Day (Jul), Naga Fire Ball (Oct), Loy
Kratong (Nov).
Religious festivals are determined by the
Buddhist lunar calendar.

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Fri: 0830–1530.
Business
Mon–Fri: 0830–1700. Sat: 0830–1200.
Government
Mon–Fri: 0830–1630.
Shops
Mon–Sun: 0900–1800/1900. Some
shops are open 24 hours.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
There are 900, 1800 and 1900 GSM ser-
vices throughout most of the country.

Electricity supply
220V AC, 50 cycles for domestic use,
with plug fittings having two round or flat
pins.

Weights and measures
Metric system (local units also in use).

Social customs/useful tips
Always carry business cards and give them
to any new acquaintance when intro-
duced. To show respect, offer and accept
business cards with both hands, and al-
ways read the cards you receive before
putting them down.
To the Thais face is very important and
losing it can be disastrous, with little
chance of social recovery; all dealings
should be controlled, polite and
respectful.
Thai business relationships, networks and
associations can be extensive and visitors
should expect to spend much time culti-
vating contacts.
Both men and women should dress in
smart, lightweight casual wear. Shorts,
bare shoulders, and sandals would be

inappropriate in a business setting. West-
erners are expected to shake hands and
Thais are willing to accommodate this
practice. Thai women, however, may still
be reluctant to shake hands, and may
prefer simply to exchange smiles on being
introduced. Thais address each other and
foreign visitors by their forename, prefixed
by khun.
The head is considered the most es-
teemed part of the body and the feet the
least, so visitors should take care not to
touch someone’s head (even accidentally)
or show the soles of their feet.
Images of Buddha are held sacred and
cannot be taken out of Thailand without
official permission.
Shoes should be removed when entering
a Thai house or Buddhist temple. Women
must never touch a Buddhist monk, give
things to him, or receive things from him,
directly.
It is a criminal offence to make critical or
defamatory comments about the King or
other members of the Royal family, pun-
ishable by a sentence of three to 15 years.

Security
Experienced business visitors should not
encounter any problems, particularly in
central Bangkok. However, Thailand’s po-
sition in the world drug trade, puts the
gullible traveller at risk. It is advisable to
lock all luggage and keep it in sight while
travelling. Do not accept anything to be
taken through customs on behalf of some-
one else.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Thai Airways
International.
International airport/s: The
Suvarnabhumi-Bangkok Airport (BKK)
(opened in September 2006), 25km east
of the city, is the central hub for Thai Air-
ways and the country’s principal commer-
cial airport. Facilities include duty-free
shopping, restaurants, entertainment,
bank, post office, hotel reservations, car
hire and business suites. There are train,
bus and metered taxi services; limousines,
either luxury or 4WD-SUV, are available.
In March 2007 Don Muang, the original
Bangkok international airport, was re-
opened to ease congestion at
Suvarnabhumi, caused mostly by the in-
crease in traffic from low-cost airlines.
Suvarnabhumi Airport is the world’s sec-
ond largest (after Hong Kong Interna-
tional Airport) single building and terminal
(563,000 square metres), it took six years
to build and cost around US$3 billion.
Chiang Mai International (CNX); Phuket
International (HKT), 35km from Phuket;
Hat Yai International (HDY), 9km from
Hat Yai.
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Other airport/s: Don Muang Interna-
tional, 30km north of Bangkok was de-
commissioned after the new
Suvarnabhumi-Bangkok airport was
opened in September 2006. It may
re-open for udget airlines to use its
facilities.
Airport tax: Departure tax: B700, exclud-
ing transit passengers.
Surface
Road: The Asian Highway runs from the
northern region through Bangkok and on
to southern Thailand, crossing the border
with Malaysia and ending in Singapore.
The Friendship Bridge in the north links
Thailand and Laos.
Rail: There are daily rail services, includ-
ing the Eastern and Oriental Express, be-
tween Singapore, Penang, Kuala Lumpur
and Bangkok (including a ferry ride).
Trains are air-conditioned with
sleeper-coaches (journey time 48 hours).
A service runs from Bangkok to Phnom
Peng (Cambodia) and through to Saigon
(Vietnam). The journey time is over 24
hours and the trains are more basic in
facilities.
Water: Passenger liners occasionally visit.
International shipping lines that maintain
contacts with Thailand may provide pas-
senger services on cargo ships. Limited
ferry services are available from Cambo-
dia, Laos and Malaysia.
Main port/s: Bangkok

Getting about
National transport
Considerable investment is earmarked for
improving the country’s transport facilities.
In remote areas conditions are still uncer-
tain, and banditry occurs in the north-west
of the country.
Air: Thai Airways and Bangkok Airways
operate domestic services to main centres.
Road: There are over 64,000km of na-
tional and provincial roads and highways,
most of which are paved. Major highways
are four-lanes. Toll roads exist around
Bangkok.
Buses: Long-distance (air-conditioned) ex-
press coaches operate between main cen-
tres; local services are not generally
recommended.
Rail: Thailand’s railway network is con-
trolled by the State Railway of Thailand
(SRT), which is responsible for building,
operating and maintaining Thailand’s
4,600km of railway track.
Rail services are generally recommended:
the system is equipped with modern roll-
ing stock, including air-conditioned
coaches, sleeping accommodation and
restaurant cars on main express services.
All main lines originate in Bangkok. Four
main routes radiate from Bangkok’s main
station (Hualompong), with the track to

the south extending to the Malaysian
border.
Water: There are 1,110–1,600km of
navigable inland waterways, depending
on the season. Various types of ferries and
passenger/cargo boats operate on rivers
and in coastal areas.
City transport
Avoid rush-hour travel; hours-long traffic
jams are routine in Bangkok, the fastest
method of travel is either the metro or a
motorbike taxi.
Taxis: Taxis have yellow number plates
and, although they are metered, fares
should be agreed in advance; a sur-
charge is imposed during traffic jams. Tip-
ping is not customary.
Taxi drivers rarely understand English and
it is best to have the name and address of
one’s destination written in Thai to show
to the driver. There are air-conditioned
limousine services provided by main ho-
tels. Tuk tuks are motorised trishaws.
Buses, trams & metro: The metro consists
of two networks, the underground and the
over-ground. Tokens for single trips or
cards for frequent travel are not inter-
changeable between the two networks,
however work is underway to unify the sys-
tem. The metro system is planned to be
91km long with three lines covering major
areas of Bangkok by 2009.
Trains: The Bangkok Mass Transit System
opened in 1999. The subway, a new
mass transit system, opened on 3 July
2004.
Helicopter: Royal Orchid Sheraton jointly
operates a helicopter service between the
airport and the River City shopping com-
plex next to the hotel, with a flight time of
seven minutes. There is a five-minute walk
by connecting bridge to the hotel.
Car hire
Chauffeur-driven car hire is available in
Bangkok, Pattaya, Hat Yai, Phuket and
Chiang Mai. It is not advisable to drive
yourself in Bangkok. An international driv-
ing licence is required and driving is on
the left. A driving licence is required to
ride motorcycles.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling code for
Thailand is +66, followed by area code
and subscriber’s number:
Bangkok 2 Nakhon
Ratchasima 44
Chiang Mai 53 Nakhon Sawan56

Khon Kaen 43 Phuket 76
Lampang 54 Udon Thani 42

Useful telephone numbers
Metropolitan Mobile Police: 123, 191,
246-1338/42
Tourist Assistance Centre: 195,
281-5051
Capital Security Police: 123
Fire: 199, 246-0199
Ambulance: 252-2171/75
Directory (Bangkok): 13
Directory (provinces): 183
International calls: 100
Rail travel: 223-1431

Chambers of Commerce
American Chamber of Commerce in
Thailand, Kian Gwan Building, 140 Wire-
less Road, Bangkok 10330 (tel:
251-9266; fax: 651-4472; e-mail: ser-
vice@amchamthailand.com).

British Chamber of Commerce Thailand,
208 Wireless Road, Bangkok (tel:
651-5350; fax: 651-5354; e-mail:
info@bccthai.com).

Chiang Mai Chamber of Commerce, Hill-
side Plaza and Condotel, Huai-Kaew
Road, Chiang Mai 50300 (tel: 223-256;
fax: 222-482).

Khon Kaen Chamber of Commerce, 359
Mittaphab Road, Khon Kaen 4000 (tel:
224-521; fax: 225-719; e-mail:
info@kkchamber.com).

Nakhon Ratchasima Chamber of Com-
merce, 1818 Suranarai Road, Nakhon
Ratchasima 30000 (tel: 296-120; fax:
296-124).

Phuket Chamber of Commerce, 1
Montree Road, Phuket 83000 (tel:
217-567; fax: 232-038; e-mail:
cham,ber@phuket.ksc.co.th).

Thai Chamber of Commerce, 150
Rajabophit Road, Bangkok 10200 (tel:
225-0086; fax: 225-4913; e-mail:
tcc@tcc.or.th).

Banking
Bangkok Bank PCL, 333 Silom Road,
Bangkok (tel: 231-4333; fax:
236-8281/2).

Bangkok Bank of Commerce Ltd, 99
Surasak Road, Silom, Bangrak, Bangkok
10500 (tel: 234-9230, 235-5040/9; fax:
234-2939).

Bangkok Metropolitan Bank Ltd, 2
Chalermkhet 4 Street, Pomrab, Bangkok
(tel: 223-0561; fax: 224-3768).

Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural
Co-operatives, 469 Nakhon Sawan Road,
Dusit, Bangkok 10300 (tel: 280-0180).

Bank of America NT & SA, 2/2 Wireless
Road, Bangkok 10500 (tel: 251-6333;
fax: 253-1905).
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Bank of Asia PCL, 191 South Sathorn
Road, Bangkok 10120 (tel: 287-2211/3;
fax: 287-2973/4).

Bank of Ayuthaya Ltd, 1222 Rama III
Road, Bangkok 10120 (tel: 296-2000,
683-1000; fax: 683-1304).

Bank of Toyko Ltd, 62 Silom Road, Bang-
kok (tel: 236-0119/9103; fax:
236-9110).

Chase Manhattan Bank, Siam Shopping
Centre, 965 Rama I Road, Bangkok
10330 (tel: 252-1141).

Citibank NA, 127 Sathorn Tai Road,
Bangkok (tel: 213-2441; fax: 213-2517).

Deutsche Bank, 21 Sathorn Tai Road,
Bangkok (tel: 240-9401; fax: 240-9425).

Export-Import Bank of Thailand, Boon
Pong Tower, 1193 Thanon Phahonyothin,
Bangkok 10400 (tel: 271-3700,
278-0047; fax: 271-3204).

First Bangkok City Bank Ltd, 20 Yukhon
Road 2, Pomrab, Bangkok (tel:
223-0501; fax: 225-3036).

Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corpora-
tion, 64 Silom Road, Bangkok (tel:
267-3000; fax: 236-7687).

Import-Export Bank of Japan, 138 Silom
Road, Bangkok 10500 (tel: 235-7373).

Industrial Finance Corp of Thailand,
1770 New Petchburi Road, Bangkapi,
Bangkok 10320 (tel: 253-7111; fax:
253-9677).

International Commercial Bank of China,
36/12 PS Tower, Asoke, 21 Sukhumvit,
Phrakhanong, Bangkok 10110 (tel:
259-2000; fax: 259-1330) .

Krung Thai Bank Ltd, 35 Sukhumvit Road,
Bangkok (tel: 255-2222; fax:
255-9391/6).

Nakornthon Bank Ltd, 90 Sathonthanee
Building, Sathorn Nua Road, Bangrak,
Bangkok (tel: 233-2111; fax: 236-4226).

Siam Commercial Bank, 9 Rachadapisek
Road, Bangkok (tel: 344-1111; fax:
937-7454).

Siam City Bank Public Company Limited,
1101 New Petchburi Road, Bangkok
10400 (tel: 208-5000/5043; fax:
253-1240).

Standard Chartered Bank, 990 Rama IV
Road, Bangkok (tel: 636-1000; fax:
636-1198/9).

Thai Danu Bank Ltd, 393 Silom Road,
Bangkok (tel: 233-9160/9; fax:
236-7939).

Thai Farmers Bank, 1 Thai farmers Lane,
Rat Burana Road, Bangkok (tel:
470-1122; fax: 470-1571).

Thai Military Bank Ltd, 3000
Phahonyothin Rd, Bangkok 10900 (tel:

299-1111, 273-7020; fax:
273-7121/7124).

Central bank
Bank of Thailand, 273 Samsen Road,
Bangkok 10200 (tel: 283-5353; fax:
280-0449).

Stock exchange
The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET),
www.set.or.th

The Market for Alternative Investment
(Mai), www.mai.or.th
Agricultural Futures Exchange of Thailand
(AFET), www.afet.or.th

Thailand Futures Exchange (TFEX),
www.tfex.co.th

Travel information
Police (Tourist) (to reports a theft for insur-
ance purposes), 29/1 Soi Lang Suan,
Ploenchit Road, Lumpini, Bangkok (tel:
255-2964/8).

Royal Automobile Association of Thailand,
151, Soi Aphaisongkram, Phaholyothin,
10900, Bangkok (tel: 511-2230/1).

Thai Airways, 89 Vibhavadi Rangsit Road,
Bangkok 9 10900 (tel: 356-1111; fax:
356-2222; internet: www.thaiairways.
com).

Thai Hotels Association, 203-209/2
Rajdamnoen Klang Avenue, Bangkok
10200 (tel: 281-9496, 281-9579; fax:
281-4188).

National tourist organisation offices
Tourism Authority of Thailand, Le
Concorde Building, 202 Rachadapisek
Road, Huai Khwang, Bangkok 10320 (tel:
694-1222; fax: 694-1329, 694-1221;
internet: www.tourismthailand.org).

Ministries
Ministry of Agriculture and Co-operatives,
Thanon Ratchadamnoen Nok, Bangkok
10200 (tel: 281-5955, 281-5939; fax:
280-1691).

Ministry of Commerce, Thanon
Samamchai, Bangkok 10200 (tel:
282-6171/9; fax: 280-0775).

Ministry of Defence, Thanon Samamchai,
Bangkok 10200 (tel: 225-0098,
222-1121; fax: 226-3115).

Ministry of Education, Wang Chan
Kasem, Thanon Ratchadamnoen Nok,
Bangkok 10300 (tel: 280-0306).

Ministry of Finance, Thanon Rama VI,
Bangkok 10400 (tel: 273-9021; fax:
293-9408).

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sri Ayutthaya
Road, Bangkok 10400 (tel: 643-5000;
fax: 643-5180).

Ministry of Industry, Thanon Rama VI,
Bangkok 10400 (tel: 202-3000; fax:
202-3048).

Ministry of the Interior, Thanon Atsadang,
Bangkok 10200 (tel: 222-1141/55; fax:
223-8851).

Ministry of Justice, Thanon
Rachadaphisek, Chatuchak, Bangkok
10900 (tel: 541-2284/91; fax:
541-2307).

Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare,
Thanon Mitmaitri, Dindaeng, Bangkok
10400 (tel: 245-4782; fax: 246-1520).

Ministry of Public Health, Thanon
Tiwanond, Amphoe Muang, Nonthaburi
11000 (tel: 591-8491; fax: 591-8492).

Ministry of Science, Technology and Envi-
ronment, Thanon Rama VI, Ratchathewi,
Bangkok 10400 (tel: 246-0064; fax:
246-5146).

Ministry of Transport and Communica-
tions, 38 Thanon Ratchadanoen Nok,
Bangkok 10100 (tel: 283-3000; fax:
281-3959).

Ministry of University Affairs, 328 Thanon
Si Ayutthaya, Khet Ratchathewi, Bangkok
10400 (tel: 246-0025, 246-1106/14;
fax: 245-8636, 245-8930, 246-8883).

Other useful addresses
Advertising Association of Thailand,
12/14 Prachaniwet 1 Road, Lardyao,
Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900 (tel:
591-6461; fax: 589-9470).

ASEAN Investment Promotion Agency,
Board of Investment, 555 Vipavadee
Rangsit, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900 (tel:
537-8111; fax: 537-8177; web:
www.boi.go.th).

ASEAN Secretariat, 70 A J1
Sisingamangaraja, Jakarta 12110, Indo-
nesia (tel: 62(21)726-2991, 724-3372;
fax: 724-3504, 739-8234; web:
www.asean.or.id).

Bangkok Mass Transit Authority, 131
Tiumruammitr Road, Huay Kwang, Bang-
kok 10310 (tel: 246-0339, 246-0741/4,
246-0750/2).

British Embassy, Wireless Road, Bangkok
(tel: 253-0191; fax: 255-8619,
255-9278).

Chiangmai Province Commercial Office,
Chiangmai City Hall, Chotana Road,
Muang District, Chiangmai 50300 (tel:
221-217; fax: 221-121).

Communications Authority of Thailand,
99 Chaeng Watthana Road, Bangkok
10002 (tel: 573-0099).

Customs Department, Atnarong Road,
Klongtoey, Bangkok 10110 (tel:
249-0431, 671-7555/7).

Department of Export Promotion, 22/77
Rachadapisek Road, Bangkok 10900 (tel:
513-1909/15, 511-5066/77; fax:
512-1079, 513-1917).
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Department of Foreign Trade, Samamchai
Road, Bangkok 10110 (tel:
225-1315/29; fax: 224-7269,
225-4763).

Deparetment of Industrial Promo-
tion,Thanon Rama VI, Ratchathewi, Bang-
kok 10400 (tel: 202-4415/6; fax:
246-0031)

Department of Local Administration,
Thanon Asadang, Bangkok 10200 (tel:
222-3852, 222-8847; fax: 222-5858).

Department of Mineral Resources, Rama
VI Road, Bangkok 10400 (tel: 246-0034,
246-1161/9).
Eastern Trader’s Association for Exporting
Fruit-Vegetable, 30/31-32 Trirat Road,
Muang District, Chanthaburi 22000 (tel:
325-962; fax: 325-962).
Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), United Na-
tions Building, Bangkok (tel: 288-1234;
fax: 288-1000).

Election Division, Department of Local
Administration, Ministry of Interior,
Thanon Asadang, Bangkok 10200 (tel:
221-5871; fax: 222-6886).

Export Promotion Centre-Chanthaburi,
30/31-32 Trirat Road, Chanthaburi
22000 (tel: 325-962/3; fax: 325-962).

Export Promotion Centre-Chiang Mai,
29/19 Singharaj Road, Chiang Mai
50200 (tel: 216-350/1, 221-376; fax:
215-307).

Export Promotion Centre-Hat Yai, 7-15
Jootee-Uthit 1 Road, Hat Yai, Songkla
90110 (tel: 234-349, 231-744; fax:
234-329).

Export Promotion Centre-Khon Kaen,
68/4 Kiang Muang Road, Khon Kaen
40000 (tel: 221-472; fax: 221-476).

Export Promotion Centre-Surat Thani,
148/59 Surat-Nakornsri Road, Bang
Kung, Surat Thani , Bangkok 84000 (tel:
286-916; fax: 288-632).

Export Service Centre, Department of
Commercial Relations, Ministry of Com-
merce, 22–77 Thanon
Rachadaphisek–Ladprao, Bangkok 10900
(tel: 513-1905).

Federation of Nakhon Ratchasima Indus-
tries, 269 Friendship Highway, Tambon
Kokgruad Muang District, Nakhon
Ratchasima 30280 (tel: 251-028; fax:
251-033).

Federation of Southern Industries,
Songkhla Chapter, 165 Southern Indus-
trial Promotion Center Building, 3rd Floor,
Karnchanawanitch, Haadyai District,
Songkhla 90110 (tel: 211-905).

Federation of Thai Industries, Queen
Sirikit National Convention Center, Zone
C 4th Floor, 60 New Rachadapisek Road,

Klongtoey, Bangkok 10110 (tel:
229-4255; fax: 229-4941).

Federation of Thai Industries, Chiangmai
and Nearby Chapter, Northern Industrial
Promotion Centre Building, 1st Floor, 158
Tung Hotel Road, Muang District,
Chiangmai 50000 (tel: 304-346; fax:
246-353).

Federation of Thai Industries, Khon Kaen
Chapter, 359/2 Mittaphab Road, Muang
District, Khon Kaen 40000 (tel: 225-679;
fax: 225-678).

Federation of Thai Industries, Surathani
Chapter, 160/19 Surat-Punpin Road,
Makhamtia, Muang District, Surathani
84000 (tel: 285-722).

Federation of Thai Udon Thani Industries
and Nearby Chapter, 83/14 Watana
Road, Muang District, Udon Thani 41000
(tel: 242-004; fax: 246-498).

Fishery Association of Thailand, 1575
Charoen Nakom Road, Bangkok 10600
(tel: 437-0158/62; fax: 437-1262).

Foreign Bankers Association, 19th Floor,
Sathorn Thani Building 2, 92/55 North
Sathorn Road, Silom Bangrak, Bangkok
10500 (tel: 236-4730, 236-7224; fax:
236-4731).

General Post Office, 1160 Thanon
Jaroenkrung, Bangkok 10501 (tel:
233-1050).

Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand,
618 Nikhom Makkasan Road, Phayathai,
Bangkok (tel: 253-0561).

Industrial Finance Corporation, 1770
New Petchaburi Road, Bangkok 10500
(tel: 253-7111, 253-9666; fax:
253-9677, 254-8098).

National Statistical Office, Lan Luang
Road, Bangkok 10100 (tel: 281-3022;
fax: 281-3815, 281-3848).

Northern Industrial Promotion Center,
158 Tung Hotel Road, Muang District,
Chiangmai 50000 (tel: 245-361; fax:
248-315).

Northern Investment Promotion Office,
369/1 Charoenrat Road, Watgate,
Muang District, Chiangmai 50000 (tel:
248-778; fax: 240-919).

Office of the Board of Investment, 555
Vibhavadi-Rangsit Road, (opposite Cen-
tral Plaza Hotel), Chatuchak, Bangkok
10900 (tel: 537-8111, 537-8155; fax:
537-8177; email: head@boi.go.th).

Office of Foreign Trade, Sanambin Road,
Suthep, Muang District, Chiangmai
50200 (tel: 274-672; fax: 277-901).

Office of the National Culture Commis-
sion, Thanon Ratchadapisek, Khet Huay
Khwang, Bangkok 10310 (tel: 248-5839,
247-0013/19 (ext 201); fax: 248-5841,
248-5851, 248-5845).

Office of the National Economic and So-
cial Development Board, 962 Krung
Kasem, Bangkok 10100 (tel: 282-8434;
fax: 282-0891).

Port Authority of Thailand, Thanon
Sunthomkosa, (tel: 249-0362).

Prime Minister’s Office, Government
House, Thanon Nakhon Pathom, Bang-
kok 10300 (tel: 282-6543, 282-6877;
fax: 282-8587, 282-8631).

Religious Affairs Department, Thanon
Ratchamnoen Nok, Bangkok 10300 (tel:
281-6080 (ext 43, 74 or 40); fax:
281-5415).

Royal Thai Embassy (US), Suite 401,
1024 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Washing-
ton DC 20007 (tel: (+1-202) 944-3600;
fax: (+1-202) 944-3611; email:
thai.wsn@thaiembdc.org).

Securities Exchange of Thailand, 32
Sinthon Building, Bangkok 10500 (tel:
250-0001/8).

Southern Industrial Economic Affairs Cen-
ter, 3rd Floor, Songkhla Industrial Office
Building, Karnchanawanitch Road,
Muang district, Songkhla 90000 (tel:
321-166; fax: 321-167).

Southern Industrial Promotion Center, De-
partment of Industrial Promotion, 165
Karnchanawanitch, Muang District,
Songkhla 90110 (tel: 211-905).

Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET), Sinthon
Building, 2nd Floor, 132 Wireless Road,
Bangkok 10330 (tel: 254-0960,
254-0969, 256-7100, 256-7109; fax:
254-7120, 256-3040).

Telephone Organisation of Thailand,
89/2 Moo 3 Chaeng Wattana, Bangkok
10002 (tel: 505-1000; fax: 574-9533).

Thai Bankers’ Association, 4th Floor, Lake
Rachada Office Complex, Building II,
Rachadapisek Road, Bangkok 10110 (tel:
264-0883/7; fax: 264-0888).

Thai Mining Association, 79 Prachatipatai
Road, Banpanthom, Pranakom, Bangkok
10200 (tel: 282-8947/9; fax: 280-3786,
282-7372).

Thai Petrochemical Industry and Trade As-
sociation, 175-177 Surawong Road,
Bangkok 10500 (tel: 238-2956/9; fax:
236-3110).

Thai Rice Mill Association, 81 Soi Rong
Nam Kheng, Charoenkrung Road,
Samphanthawong, Bangkok 10100 (tel:
235-7863, 234-7295; fax: 234-7286).

Trade Statistics Centre, Department of
Business Economics, Ratchadamnoen
Klang, Bangkok 10200 (tel: 282-6393,
280-1727; fax: 280-0775, 280-0826).

National news agency: Thai News
Agency (MCOT)




