
Syria

B
y mid-2013 the complex mosaic that
had been Syria as a body politic had
effectively vanished, irrevocably

shattered alongside any hopes of a return to
the status quo ante. While Syrian news
agencies published photographs of Bashar
al Assad clambering through the appar-
ently reclaimed ruins of the Damascus Rif
district of Daraya as representing some-
thing of a ‘victory’ for the regime, the pho-
tographs’ prevailing image was one of
catastrophic failure. The discredited and
still beleaguered President announced that:
‘If we hadn’t been sure of victory, we
wouldn’t have been able to hold out against
rebel aggression for over two years.’

Syria was tied up in a cross between a
civil war and a bloody stalemate. The only
logical interpretation that could be applied
to such a confusing situation was that the
conflict was no closer to resolving itself.
After endless heart searching, most West-
ern powers had glumly concluded that it
was almost certainly a miscalculation to
expect any supply of arms to the rebel
forces to bring the Assad regime to the ne-
gotiating table. Thus, despite resolutions
promising military aid, ‘Western’ aid was
confined to auxiliary (transport, medical,
shelter etc) aid. The European Union (EU)
had gone further than a more hesitant
United States, but within the EU there
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Jumhuriya al Arabya
as Suriya (Syrian Arab Republic)

Head of State: President Bashar al
Assad (since 2000)

Head of government: Prime Minister
Wael al-Halki (from 11 Aug 2012)

Ruling party: Al Jabha al Wataniyyah
at Wahdwamiyyah (National
Progressive Front) (NPF), a
coalition of 10 parties led by Hizb
al Ba’ath al Arabi al Ishtiraki
(Ba’ath Party) (Arab Socialist
Rebirth Party) (re-elected Apr
2007)

Area: 185,180 square km (plus
1,295 square km Israeli-controlled
Golan Heights)

Population: 20.82 million (2011)*

Capital: Damascus

Official language: Arabic

Currency: Syrian pound (Syr£) =
100 piastres

Exchange rate: Syr£104.90 per US$
(Jul 2013)

GDP per capita: US$2,803 (2010)

GDP real growth: 3.40% (2010)

GDP: US$60.30 billion (2010)

Unemployment: 9.00% (2008)*
(Including a percentage of Iraqi
refugees)

Inflation: 4.40% (2010)

Oil production: 164,000 bpd (2012)

Natural gas production: 7.60 billion
(2012)

Balance of trade: -US$3.60 billion
(2010)

Annual FDI: US$1.38 billion (2010)

* estimated figure



were deep divisions opposing a reluctant
Germany to a more gung-ho France and
United Kingdom (UK). Part of the prob-
lem in arms supply was the escalation of
the requests for matériel made by many of
the opposition groups. These had gone
from seeking anti-tank and portable
anti-aircraft systems to demands for
heavy weapons that no Western power
could possibly consider supplying. Not
that the opposition forces were without
weapons; these were being supplied both
by a number of - Sunni - Gulf states and by
Iran, often through its Hezbollah client
militia. The principal overtly pro-opposi-
tion Gulf state was Qatar, which had
closely identified itself with the Syrian
Muslim Brotherhood. But within the
wider Syrian opposition there were voices
critical of Qatar’s preponderant influence
in the opposition movement,

The Sunni opposition’s overriding con-
cern was the prospect of a Sh’ia crescent
forming itself to their north comprising
Iran, Iraq and a ‘reconstituted’ Syria. The
one source of support that Bashar al Assad
could not afford to lose was that of Russia,
still considered to be a ‘superpower’ and
steadfastly opposed to any United Nations
(UN) moves against the battered Syrian
regime. Russia had its own motivation; its
recently upgraded naval base at Latakia
(aka Lattakia) was its only Mediterranean
harbour. From Latakia Russian subma-
rines could monitor North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) manoeuvres and
events in North Africa. For Russia to be

forced to rely on its Odessa facility on the
Black Sea, and actually in Ukraine, would
be seen as a serious weakness. The pas-
sage of Russian military vessels in and out
of the Mediterranean through the
Dardanelles could easily be monitored by
Turkish NATO forces. The fact that
Odessa was not on Russian soil - it had
been granted to Russia by Ukraine - was
also a potential problem. The al Assad re-
gime in Syria was also propped up by
Sh’ia Iran, which was reportedly sharing
nuclear weapons technology with Syria.
Porous borders had produced something
resembling anarchy, but notably enabling
(Sh’ia) Hezbollah militia forces from
Lebanon to enter Syria and fight alongside
the Syrian army. Hezbollah forces ap-
peared to have played a significant role in
the recapture of the strategically impor-
tant town of al Qusayr. The weak border
also permitted a plethora of private militia
with ties to al Qaeda and other extremist
groups.

International concern?
In April 2013 five UN agencies – The
World Health Organisation, Unicef, the
Office of the Co-ordinator of the Humani-
tarian Affairs, the World Food Organisa-
tion and the office of the High
Commissioner for Refugees – called for
an end to the ‘killing and cruelty in Syria’.
However, only five days later, a mere
eleven countries were represented at the
Istanbul meeting of the Friends of Syria, a
sombre reflection of how much interest

had fallen off since the movement’s inau-
guration in December 2012 when no less
than 114 countries had turned up.

The Syrian opposition’s potential allies
had hardly distinguished themselves in
the distribution of humanitarian aid. Al-
though much aid was promised – the US
had offered US$385 million dollars in
mid-April – in real terms the aid had actu-
ally diminished in relation to the amount
of aid actually needed. The January 2013
Kuwait conference had seen US$1.5 bil-
lion promised. By April 2013 less than 20
per cent had actually been given. In Istan-
bul US Secretary of State John Kerry had
announced that ‘each participant country
has undertaken to channel its aid through
the opposition’s Supreme Military Com-
mand, headed up by its commander Gen-
eral Idris.’ But there seemed scant
prospect of the US$35-40 million per
month that General Idris had said he
needed actually being stumped up. The
Aleppo provincial council alone had indi-
cated a need for US$10 million per month
for the provision of basic services to the
four million Syrians it claimed to be help-
ing. This had also been promised, but not
provided.

The US dithers
In the Syrian context, President Obama
could scarcely be accused of ‘rushing’
into action. Despite rumours that the Syr-
ian regime was using chemical weapons
against the rebels, President Obama re-
mained cautious. Concisely assessed by
Gideon Rachman in the Financial Times,
the US caution came ‘directly from the US
President – with many of his advisors and
allies urging Mr Obama to be bolder.’ Ac-
cording to Mr Rachman ‘The interven-
tionists argue that unless the US takes
action it will lose credibility, the terrible
death toll will rise further, the region will
be destabilised and the chances of militant
Islamists seizing power in Damascus will
only grow.’ There were perfectly sound
reasons for the US to hesitate: first, Presi-
dent Obama was known not to want any
further US military involvement in the
Middle East. Second as the US edged out
of recession, any increase in the defence
budget was not necessarily seen as
advisable.

Disillusion
The opposition leaders, many of whom
were being subsidised by Gulf States, be-
latedly realised that the once welcomed
assistance of jihadist groupings had, in
fact, become a liability. Extremist Islamic
groupings had certainly made their –
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KEY INDICATORS Syria

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m *19.88 *20.37 *20.13 *21.82 *20.00

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 54.50 52.50 59.30 – –

GDP per capita US$ 2,740 2,579 2,823 – –

GDP real growth % 4.5 5.9 3.4 – –

Inflation % 15.2 2.5 4.4 – –

Unemployment % 10.9 8.1 8.6 – –

Industrial output % change -2.3 -2.3 – – –

Agricultural output % change 6.0 6.0 – – –

Oil output ‘000 bpd 398.0 376.0 385.0 332.0 164.0

Natural gas output bn cum 5.5 5.8 7.8 8.3 7.6

Exports (fob) (goods) US$m 15,334.0 10,883.0 12,272.7 – –

Imports (fob) (goods) US$m 16,107.0 13,933.0 15,875.7 – –

Balance of trade US$m -773.0 -3,049.0 -3,603.0 – –

Current account US$m 66.0 -1,161.0 -367.4 – –

Total reserves minust
gold US$m 17,062.0 17,398.0 19,465.0 18,605.0 –

Foreign exchange US$m 17,006.0 16,960.0 19,035.0 18,162.0 –

Exchange rate per US$ 46.35 46.70 46.94 47.18 n/a



medieval – mark on the rebellion. Any en-
thusiasm Western powers might have held
for the revolution had dried up in the face
of al Qaeda intervention. Confronted with
often divided societies, many Syrians had
opted for another kind of misery, albeit a
safer one. Carrying whatever possessions
they could manage, they had crossed into
Turkey or Jordan in their thousands.

In the broadest of terms, Syria had be-
come divided into three sectors: one, still
government controlled, covered Damascus
and Syria’s coastal zones. A second was
the largely Druze area around the south of
Sueida and a third – rebel controlled – re-
gion which covered Aleppo, the Euphrates
valley, Deir Azzor, Raqa and the Kurd re-
gions, where the Syrian Kurds, taking ad-
vantage of the power vacuum, had
reinforced their territorial claims in Syria’s
north-east. One concern was that the con-
flict might take on a Kurdish-Arabic di-
mension as more extremist opposition
groups attacked the Kurds. Kurdish offi-
cials accused the Syrian opposition coali-
tion of encouraging the An-Nusra Front
and the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant
to attack Kurdish areas, where the
Peshmerga (armed Kurdish fighters) had
taken action against them.

al Qusayr – Kaldiye
Wars often have the curious so-called
‘Dien Bien Phu’ effect of highlighting the
importance of hitherto unnoticed towns
and villages. Such was the case with al
Qusayr, which in June 2013 with the assis-
tance of hundreds of Lebanon-based mili-
tia from Hezbollah, the régime had
succeeded in re-taking. Post-offensive re-
ports suggested that the Hezbollah role
had been more than just auxiliary. It
seemed that the strategic planning, includ-
ing the deployment of artillery, had in-
volved Hezbollah. All in all, an estimated
1,000 Hezbollah men had participated in
the attack preparation, including ‘tunnel-
ling, building barricades, booby trapping
buildings and planting roadside bombs.’
Ironically, the complexity of the region’s
alliances and enmities was illustrated by
the fact that the former allies of
Hezbollah, the Palestinian Hamas, were
assisting the Syrian rebels. The 2011 fall
of al Qusayr located some 15km from the
Lebanese border, had disrupted the re-
gime’s supply line from Lebanon. Control
of al Qusayr secured the regime’s line of
communication from Damascus to the
Mediterranean coast. At the same time,
the loss of al Qusayr meant that weapons
supplies to the rebels from Lebanon were
also restricted, if not rendered impossible.

The extent to which the régime’s victory
in al Qusayr and later in the fortified rebel
stronghold of Kaldiye, also in Homs (also
with Hezbollah assistance) changed the
strategic balance of power remained to be
seen. The rebel stronghold to the north,
Aleppo – Syria’s second city – risked be-
coming cut off from the country’s south.
The arrival of Hezbollah forces certainly
strengthened al Assad’s hand and may
even have won some hearts and minds.
But it did little to overcome the fact that
Syria was a humanitarian disaster zone, its
population being cynically sacrificed on
numerous altars of power. Syria had be-
come the conduit through which flowed
countless fault lines – Shi’a-Sunni, Chris-
tianity-Islam, Alawite-Sunni, Iran-Saudi
Arabia, Iran-Gulf States, Russia-NATO,
Turkey-Kurdistan, Israel-Syria, Is-
rael-Lebanon and so on. The Hezbollah
secretary general, Hassan Nasrallah, had
originally asserted that the militia fighting
near al Qusayr were simply volunteer
members of Hezbollah. But BBC televi-
sion reports showing platoons of
Hezbollah troops in régime controlled al
Qusayr suggested otherwise. What was
for certain was that the losers had been the
inhabitants of al Qusayr. Once the town
had 30,000 inhabitants; after the al Assad
‘victory’ it could barely muster 3,000.

Implacable Russia
The tacit Western position was all the
more disappointing to the bona fide (that
is,. non al Qaeda) rebels, who saw televi-
sion coverage of the US$900 million deal
under which Russia would sell Syria ad-
vanced S-300 air defence missiles. ‘The
Russians insist on supporting Assad be-
cause he’s their last stronghold in the Mid-
dle East,’ according to the director of Tel
Aviv University’s Institute for National
Security Studies, Amos Yadlin, continu-
ing: ‘They’re trying to reposition them-
selves as a world superpower. They see
Syria as a last stronghold, a place they
won’t budge from.’

An announcement by the EU – having
pondered the issue for almost two years –
that it proposed to lift the embargo on arms
supply to the rebels was, predictably, met by
a Russian response that it was committed to
its arms deals with the Assad regime and
that it would be proceeding with deliveries
of S-300 anti-aircraft missiles to the Syrian
army. Predictions of the imminent fall of al
Assad had given way, since the beginning
of 2013, to the depressing idea that both
sides had reached a standstill. President
Assad no longer ruled at least half of Syria,
but lack of co-ordination and the military

weakness of the various opposition groups
prevent them from toppling the regime,
short of an assassination of Assad.

The war’s damage is becoming ever
clearer: an estimated 100,000 or more
dead, a million and a half refugees, as well
as some three million Syrians who are in-
ner refugees. At the same time, foreign
correspondents covering the events point
at the repercussions of the civil war be-
yond Syria’s borders. Jordan and Turkey
(which in mid-2013 had other problems of
its on making) are coping with dramatic
spill-over, while Iraq and Lebanon are ex-
periencing incipient civil war between
Shi’ites and Sunnis.

Potentially one of the region’s most vul-
nerable countries to the consequences of
the Syrian confrontation, up to mid-2013
Israel had only played a walk-on part in
the affair. Following the series of often
conflicting threats sounded by senior Is-
raeli officials, it seems the Israeli leader-
ship was trying to return to a more quiet
and sane approach. The Israeli minister of
defence, Moshe Ya’alon, refused to say
more than ‘we already know what to do.’

Although the war in Syria might eventu-
ally damage Israel, on the divide and rule
principle, by 2013 it was also evident that
it might be working to Israel’s advantage.
Neither the al Assad regime, nor the oppo-
sition groups could spare time to consider
attacking Israel. Additionally, the inevita-
ble weakening of the Syrian army was
complimented by an apparent weakening
of Hezbollah which, in the al Qusayr con-
flict alone had suffered significant losses.
Mr Nasrallah has faced unprecedented
criticism from his own supporters in Leb-
anon due to his intervention in Syria. Brit-
ain and France promoted an initiative to
have the EU declare Hezbollah a terrorist
organisation – a move that could profit Is-
rael, since it might limit Hezbollah’s oper-
ations abroad. In early August 2013
Nasrallah reiterated his support for the
Palestinian cause against Israel, claiming
that ‘eliminating Israel was in the interests
of the Middle East region and the entire Is-
lamic world. Israel poses a danger on all
people of this region, including Lebanon
and removing it is a Lebanese national in-
terest.’ Despite their obvious debilitation,
Israeli press reports suggested that Syria
and Hezbollah’s leaders might seek to
open a new ‘resistance front’ against Is-
rael on the Golan Heights. Given Israel’s
overwhelming military superiority it
looked likely to contain the situation on its
borders and prevent a violent escalation.
Overall, events in Syria were not neces-
sarily worrying for Israelis, despite the
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fact that Syria was constantly reported to
be making preparations to strike Tel Aviv
were Israel to launch another attack on its
territory, according to the London Sunday

Times. A number of international media
had reported that Israel was behind three
attacks against targets in Syria in 2013.
The air raids, it appeared, targeted ship-
ments of weapons heading to Lebanon
(presumably for overland shipment to
Syria). The Sunday Times report claimed
that the Syrian army had begun deploying
advanced surface-to-surface missiles. The
same report said that Syrian units had re-
ceived orders to strike central Israel in the
event of additional attacks against Syria.
The Sunday Times said that the informa-
tion was obtained by reconnaissance sat-
ellites that were tracking Syrian forces.
According to the report, Syria was de-
ploying advanced Tishreen missiles capa-
ble of carrying a half-ton warhead.

The economy?
In a 2013 report on the battered Syrian
economy, the World Bank conservatively

estimated that the total number of Syrian
refugees had reached over 755,000 by the
end of January 2013. On top of that figure
were an estimated two million or so ‘inter-
nally displaced’ Syrians. The impact of
the crisis on the economy is significant,
which may, according to unconfirmed es-
timates, have contracted 3 per cent in
2011 and by about 20 per cent in 2012.
Most affected by the conflict, as well as by
the subsequent international sanctions,
were tourism, retail trade, transportation,
communications, mining and manufactur-
ing. These adverse effects were initially
counterbalanced by a growing agricul-
tural sector due to fortunately benign cli-
mate conditions and an informal
construction boom due to lack of enforce-
ment of building codes in 2011. With the
collapse in export revenues, the official
exchange rate depreciated by 67 per cent
from March 2011 to April 2012, then sta-
bilised at around Syr£68 to the dollar (ac-
cording to a Central Bank of Syria (CBS)
bulletin), although it was unclear whether
this stabilisation reflected administrative

measures or market conditions.
Year-on-year inflation reached 50 per
cent in November 2012 according to data
published by the CBS. The actual figure
may have been higher and was likely to
vary widely across the country reflecting
the fragmentation of Syria’s economy.
Poor and vulnerable households were
likely to have been worst hit as the highest
price increases were for electricity and
gas, basic food items and clothing.

Declining oil revenue following the im-
position of sanctions on Syrian oil imports
by the EU as well as a significant eco-
nomic contraction was also putting gov-
ernment finances under pressure. Latest
data released by the International Energy
Agency (IEA) showed that oil output was
consistently below 200,000 barrels per
day (bpd) in 2012, compared to
400,000bpd in 2009. Prior to the crisis,
Syria’s economic reform efforts had
helped strengthen its growth performance,
although external and domestic shocks,
particularly the impact of the global finan-
cial crisis and prolonged droughts, had

Principal Syrian Opposition Groupings

1. National Coalition for Syrian
Revolutionary and Opposition
Forces
President: Ahmed Jarba
In November 2012, a number of Syrian
opposition groups agreed to set up a
new and ‘more inclusive’ leadership
council at a meeting in Doha (Qatar). It
was hoped the National Coalition for
Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition
Forces, which includes members from
within Syria and abroad, would gain
widespread international recognition as
the country’s sole legitimate representa-
tive, become the conduit for all financial
and possibly military aid, administer ar-
eas controlled by rebel forces and plan
for a post-Assad transition.
Following the Doha meeting, the Na-
tional Coalition declared that it was
working ‘to aid and support the revolu-
tionary forces struggling to overthrow the
Assad regime and to transition Syria to-
wards a democratic and pluralistic civil
state’. The coalition also claims to play
an important role in liaising between the
needs of the Syrian people and the inter-
national community.
The National Coalition states a number
of objectives:

• Ensuring absolute national sovereignty
and independence for Syria

Preserving the unity of the Syrian people
• Preserving the unity of the country and

its cities
• Overthrowing the regime, dismantling

the security forces and holding re-
sponsible parties accountable for
crimes against the Syrian people

• Not engaging in any dialogue or ne-
gotiations with the regime

• Upholding the opposition’s commit-
ment to a civil, democratic Syria

2. Syrian National Council (SNC)
President: George Sabra
The Syrian National Council (SNC) is a
coalition of opposition groups formed in
October 2011 to offer a credible alter-
native to the Syrian government and
serving as a single point of contact for
the international community.
The current president is George Sabra,
a Christian and a veteran leftist
dissident.
He replaced Abdelbaset Sayda, a Kurd,
in November 2012, shortly before the
creation of the National Coalition for
Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition
Forces.

Mr Sayda and his predecessor, Burhan
Ghalioun, were both criticised for failing
to reconcile different groups within the
opposition and present a united front.
The SNC’s website says it is committed
to the following principles:
• Working to overthrow the regime us-

ing all legal means
• Affirming national unity among all

components of Syrian society and re-
jecting all calls for ethnic strife

• Safeguarding the non-violent charac-
ter of the Syrian revolution

• Protecting national independence and
sovereignty and rejecting foreign mili-
tary intervention

It has laid out plans for a transitional pe-
riod which would see it:
Form an interim administration
Hold an all-inclusive national conven-
tion on democratic change
Organise the election of a constitutional
assembly within a year to draft a new
constitution and hold free parliamentary
elections within six months of the new
constitution being approved
Form a judicial commission to investi-
gate crimes against humanity and form
a national reconciliation commission
The new Syria, the SNC states on its
website, will be a ‘democratic, pluralistic
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adversely affected Syria’s macro-economic
performance. However, despite accelerating
over the last decade, economic growth had
not been inclusive and had not lead to signifi-
cant job creation or poverty reduction. Rural
society became increasingly marginalised
and suffered from severe shocks related to
both economic transition and droughts. Im-
pacts had been particularly severe in the east-
ern areas, spurring internal migration to
larger regional cities and to the Damascus
suburbs, fuelling social and political discon-
tent. In addition, Syria’s gross domestic
product (GDP) had remained dependent on
the oil and agriculture sectors which are sub-
ject to fluctuating oil prices and rainfall lev-
els. The oil sector provided approximately
20 per cent of the government’s revenues and
about 35 per cent of its export receipts in
2010. The agriculture sector contributed 20
per cent of GDP. Oil and services exports and
foreign transfers of income and remittances
were the main sources of foreign earnings –
sources which were being seriously curtailed
by the crisis. Rather stating the obvious, the
World Bank noted that ‘over the short and

medium term, Syria’s recovery will ul-
timately depend on the end-game of the
ongoing (sic) popular uprising and the
scope of political and economic re-
forms that follow. Once the political
situation stabilises, Syria will need to
address immediate economic chal-
lenges including: output and employ-
ment collapse in the tradable sector;
accelerated exchange rate depreciation
in the parallel market; hoarding of hard
foreign currency; likely foreign ex-
change reserve losses; rising inflation;
and legal and financial issues associ-
ated with frozen assets.’

Running out of energy?
According to the US government En-
ergy Information Administration (EIA)
since the onset of conflict in March
2011, Syria’s energy sector has encoun-
tered a number of difficult challenges.
Damage to energy infrastructure – in-
cluding oil pipelines and electricity
transmission networks and the effects of
Western-led sanctions have combined

to hinder the exploration, development,
production and transport of Syria’s energy
resources. While Syria is not a major
player in the global energy system, the
continuing conflict will have inevitable
consequences in both domestic, regional
and international energy markets.

Meanwhile, Syria faces major chal-
lenges in supplying heating oil and fuel oil
to its citizens and electricity service in
some regions was at best sporadic as a re-
sult of the widespread fighting between
government and opposition forces. Inevi-
tably, the exploration and development of
oil and natural gas fields has been delayed
indefinitely in most places. Even when the
fighting subsides, it may take many
months, or even years, for the Syrian do-
mestic energy system to return to its
pre-conflict operating status.

According to the EIA, by October 2012,
the direct and indirect costs of war to the
Syrian oil industry stood at approximately
US$2.9 billion. This figure was based on
statements made by Syria’s minister of
petroleum and mineral resources. A large

and civil state; a parliamentary republic
with sovereignty of the people based on
the principles of equal citizenship with
separation of powers, smooth transfer of
power, the rule of law and the protec-
tion and guarantee of the rights of
minorities’.

3. National Co-ordination
Committee (NCC)
President: Hussein Abdul Azim
Formed in September 2011, the Na-
tional Co-ordination Committee (NCC)
is made up of 13 left-leaning political
parties, three Kurdish political parties
and independent political and youth ac-
tivists. It is led by the veteran opposition
figure Hussein Abdul Azim.
The NCC differs from the Syrian Na-
tional Council (SNC) on the questions of
dialogue with the government and for-
eign intervention.
The NCC calls for dialogue conditional
on the withdrawal of the military from
the streets, the end of attacks on peace-
ful protesters by security forces and the
release of all political prisoners.
The group is strongly opposed to any
form of foreign intervention that would
involve military measures, such as a
no-fly zone and would prefer economic
sanctions and other diplomatic mea-
sures to increase pressure on President
Assad. The NCC has also been reluctant

to affiliate itself with the SNC and chal-
lenged its primacy, with some members
said to be wary of the influence of the
Muslim Brotherhood on the umbrella
group.

4. Military Groupings
Free Syrian Army (FSA)
The Free Syrian Army was formed in Au-
gust 2011 by army deserters based in
Turkey and is led by Gen Salim Idriss. At
its founding, the group said it would
seek to ‘work hand in hand with the
people to achieve freedom and dignity,
topple the regime, protect the revolution
and the country’s resources and stand
up to the irresponsible military machine
which is protecting the regime’.
The Nusra Front –(Jabhat al Nusra),
Leader: Abu Mohammad al Golani
Jabhat al Nusra is the defence front
for the people of greater Syria –argu-
ably the country’s most powerful
jihadist group. Thought to comprise
around 6,000 fighters, it has claimed
responsibility for a number of
high-profile attacks in Syria’s main cit-
ies. Founded early in the conflict with
help from al Qaeda in Iraq (Islamic
State of Iraq), it has benefited from the
network’s experience and funding and
has also worked to provide services to
local people caught in the crossfire.
The US has designated the Nusra

Front a terrorist organisation. The Is-
lamic State of Iraq grouping is known
to have provided Jabhat Al Nusra with
the plans and strategy needed for its
campaign in Syria and is also reported
to have been providing funding.
The Syrian Islamic Front (al-Jabhah al

Islamiyya as-Suriyyah)
The Syrian Islamic Front (SIF) is an um-
brella group comprising the 12 key
Salafist groups fighting in Syria. Esti-
mates of combined numbers of fighters
range from 10,000–25,000. Like the
Nusra Front, these groups all seek to es-
tablish an Islamic emirate in Syria. The
most high-profile is Ahrar al Sham,
which originated in the north of the
country. Like the Nusra Front, Ahrar al
Sham has made itself indispensable to
the rebel cause and its fighters are said
to have been present at every major as-
sault in the country since mid-2012.
While most of these more extreme
groups have worked in tandem with reg-
ular Free Syrian Army (FSA) fighters, dis-
putes over resources and territory have
started to cause conflict between them.
The murder of an FSA commander at
the hands of an Islamist group in July
2013 has highlighted the dangerous risk
of further splits.



portion of this total reflected the loss of
Syria’s oil exports, which had been lim-
ited by escalating sanctions by the US, EU
and others. Additionally, domestic energy
infrastructure – such as road and railway
networks, oil pipelines and refineries –
was frequently the target of attacks, leav-
ing many areas of the country without ac-
cess to vital petroleum products.
According to the Syrian government,
damage to the country’s energy infra-
structure totalled approximately US$220
million up to the end of October 2012. Of
that total, the electricity sector accounted
for the majority of damage (US$146 mil-
lion), while damage to oil infrastructure
amounted to more than US$70 million.

Regionally, the continued violence
threatens to derail Syria’s ambitions of be-
coming an important energy transit coun-
try for its neighbours, the Mediterranean
and Europe. Syria’s attempts to develop
international oil, natural gas and electric-
ity networks will falter until there is a ces-
sation of hostilities and recent
withdrawals by international partners fur-
ther reduce the probability of success.
Damage to existing infrastructure already
threatens the viability of such projects and
the sanctions on Syria’s energy sector
make progress unlikely in the short term.

Further, sanctions limited activity by in-
ternational energy companies and uncer-
tainty over the future of the Syrian energy
sector is certain to delay any decisions on
investments not already prohibited under
the current sanctions regime. Against this
backdrop, Syria’s energy sector is in a
state of disarray and the current conflict
threatens to set Syria’s energy sector back
by years.

Syria had began issuing concessions to
oil companies in the 1930s, but production
did not begin until the late 1960s and even
then at very low levels. Despite low pro-
duction totals, Syria still earned money
from its oil sector, primarily through tran-
sit fees on international pipelines. Even
today, Syria’s role in the international en-
ergy system is tied to its position as a po-
tentially important transit country, a
position that Syrian leaders had hoped to
strengthen in the future. Nevertheless, oil
exports had been a vital component of
Syria’s export economy, accounting for
roughly 35 per cent of total export reve-
nues in 2010.

The Oil & Gas Journal (OGJ) estimated
Syria’s oil reserves at 2.5 billion barrels in
January 2013, a total larger than all of
Syria’s neighbours except for Iraq. Much of
Syria’s crude oil is heavy and sour, making
the processing and refining of Syrian crudes

difficult and expensive. Further, as a result
of sanctions placed on Syria by the EU in
particular – which accounted for the vast
majority of Syrian oil exports previously –
there were limited markets available that
could import and process the heavier crudes
produced in Syria. Thus, Syrian govern-
ment revenues were severely limited by the
loss of oil export capabilities, particularly
the lost access to European markets, which
in 2011 had reportedly imported US$3.6
billion worth of oil from Syria.

In 2011, Syrian total petroleum con-
sumption had been 258,000bpd while to-
tal production had been 330,800bpd, but
Syria had limited refining capacity and
therefore needed to import refined prod-
ucts. Sanctions and the resulting loss of oil
export revenues, made importing such
products difficult, although several coun-
tries reportedly continued to pursue en-
ergy deals with Syria, including Iraq, Iran,
Russia and Venezuela.

The latest EIA data indicate that produc-
tion in Syria was 153,000bpd in October
2012, a near 60 per cent decline from
March 2011 when the conflict began.
Syria’s oil fields remain largely unaf-
fected – in terms of damage from fighting
and sabotage – but limited opportunities
to export crude and other liquids and lim-
ited domestic refining capacity, have re-
sulted in production closure. The EIA
estimated total production shut-downs in
Syria at 220,000bpd in November 2012.

Most of Syria’s existing oil fields are lo-
cated in the east near the border with Iraq
or in the centre of the country east of
Homs. Reports indicate that special secu-
rity units are deployed at many of the
country’s oil fields and facilities to protect
them from sabotage. The additional secu-
rity – and the understanding by both sides
that the oil sector would be critical to
Syria’s economy for the future – mean
that the centre of the country’s oil explora-
tion and production operations are less
likely to sustain damage from the vio-
lence, although attacks are not
uncommon.

In the 12 months prior to the onset of
protests in March 2011, approximately 99
per cent of Syria’s crude exports went to
Europe (including Turkey) according to
trade data from the EIA. In 2012, only
four cargoes were loaded, none of which
went to European markets. According to
several news outlets, Syria and Russia
agreed to swap 33,000bpd of Syria’s
crude oil in exchange for gasoline and die-
sel fuel. This arrangement comes on the
heels of shipments from Iran, Iraq, Malay-
sia and Venezuela of petroleum products,

although – unlike the barter deal with Rus-
sia – those deals were for cash.

The conflict diminished Syria’s produc-
tion and refining capacity and heating oil
and diesel fuel are two of the products in
short supply. Iraq agreed to send up to
720,000 tons of fuel oil to Syria as part of
a one-year supply contract signed in June
2012, and Iran had agreed in early 2012 to
supply Syria with 900,000 tons per year of
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG). Both of
these arrangements – as well as the deal
with Russia and others with Venezuela –
helped close the supply gap created by the
sanctions, but even with lowered demand
in Syria shortfalls are likely to persist.

Oil exploration, production and exports
are not expected to rebound until there is a
cessation of hostilities.

Risk assessment
Politics Worse than poor
Economy Very poor
Regional stability Very poor/non
existent

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
636 Muslim armies conquered Syria
1516 Syria became part of the Ottoman
Empire.
1831–39 Egypt occupied Syria.
1915 Jamal Pasha, determined to tighten
the Ottoman Empire’s control of the re-
gion, hanged 21 Arabs in the city squares
of Damascus and Beirut. The Martyrs’ Day
national holiday in Syria and Lebanon
commemorates this event.
1918 End of the Ottoman Empire in
Syria. Prince Faisal entered Damascus
and assumed control of all Syria except
for the area along the Mediterranean
coast where the French were garrisoned.
1919 Prince Faisal convened the General
Syrian Congress, which declared Syria
sovereign and free. Arabic was declared
the official language.
1920 France and Britain refused to re-
cognise Syrian independence and under
the Sykes-Picot Agreement Syria became
a French Mandate, ending Syrian
independence.
1925–26 Insurgent action resulted in
France bombarding Damascus.
1928 The French allowed the formation
of the Al Kutlah al Wataniyah (National
Bloc), composed of various nationalist
groups centred in Damascus. A constitu-
ent assembly drafted a constitution that in-
cluded the reunification of Syria and
denied the authority of France; it was re-
jected by the French High Commissioner.
1930 A constitution was imposed by the
French.
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1936 France agreed to Syrian independ-
ence, subject to France remaining domi-
nant in military and economic fields.
1941 Allied forces occupied Syria. Gen-
eral de Gaulle promised an end to the
French mandate.
1943 The National Bloc Syria won new
parliamentary elections. Parliament
elected Shukri al Kuwatli as Syria’s first
president.
1945 Syria became a Charter member of
the United Nations (UN) (an indication of
its sovereign status) and signed the pact of
the League of Arab States (Arab League).
1946 A UN resolution prompted France
to relinquish control and the sovereign
state of Syria came into being.
1947 The Hizb al Ba’ath al Arabi al
Ishtiraki (Ba’ath Party) (Arab Socialist Re-
birth Party) was founded by Michel Aflaq.
1948–49 Syria contributed to a pan-Arab
military force that failed to occupy the
newly-created state of Israel.
1949 President al Kuwatli was overthrown
in a military coup.
1953 In a referendum, Syrians approved
a new constitution making Syria a presi-
dential republic.
1954 Civilian government was re-in-
stalled; Shukri al Kuwatli returned from
exile and was elected president. Syria
moved towards greater economic and po-
litical co-operation with Egypt.
1958–61 A United Arab Republic (UAR)
was formed between Syria and Egypt, fol-
lowing a referendum in both countries.
Egyptian president, Gamel Abdel Nasser,
became president of both states, Cairo
was chosen as the capital and a new fed-
eral constitution was adopted. Nasser dis-
solved all political parties.
1961 Discontent at Egyptian domination
led to the overthrow of the UAR, by a mili-
tary coup, which dissolved the
partnership.
1963 The Ba’ath Party seized control.
1967 Israel launched and won the June
Six Day War taking control of the strategic
Golan Heights from Syria.
1970 Former air force commander and
defence minister, Hafez al-Assad, seized
power in a bloodless coup.
1971 Al Assad was elected president. He
was re-elected for four successive
seven-year terms in 1978, 1985, 1992
and 1999.
1973 A new constitution was adopted. In
the 6 October War (also known as the
Yom Kippur War), Egypt and Syria in-
vaded Israel to reclaim some of the land
lost in the Six Day War, but despite some
early strategic gains for Egypt and Syria,
Israel counter-attacked and repelled the
invasion, re-conquering the Golan
Heights.
1974 Diplomatic relations with the US
were resumed.

1975 President al Assad offered peace
with Israel if it agreed to withdraw from all
occupied Arab land. The offer was
rejected.
1976 The Syrian army intervened in the
Lebanese civil war to ensure the status
quo; the Maronite leadership remained in
power.
1980 Syria backed Iran in the Iran-Iraq
War.
1981 Israel formally annexed the Golan
Heights.
1982–87 Israel invaded Lebanon and at-
tacked the Syrian army based there. After
hostilities ended, Syrian forces remained
in Lebanon.
1990 Syria participated in the US-led al-
lied military operations against Iraq.
2000 President Hafez al Assad died. The
Ba’ath party amended the constitution, re-
ducing the minimum age for a president
from 40 to 34 years, thereby allowing for-
mer President Hafez al Assad’s son,
Bashar al Assad, to become president.
2001 The UN General Assembly voted
Syria a two-year seat on the Security
Council.
2002 Syria, along with Cuba and Libya,
were added to the original list (Iran, Iraq
and North Korea) of the US’ so-called
Axis of Evil states. Syria denied US allega-
tions that it was acquiring weapons of
mass destruction.
2003 Muhammed Naji al Otari was ap-
pointed prime minister.
2004 The US imposed economic sanc-
tions, citing Syria’s support for terrorism
and failing to stop militants entering Iraq
from Syria. A UN Security Council resolu-
tion called for Syrian forces to leave Leba-
non; Syria re-deployed some of its troops
stationed around Beirut.
2005 Syrian troops were withdrawn from
Lebanon following mass anti-Syrian pro-
tests in Beirut, and after accusations that
Syria was responsible for the car bomb at-
tack that killed former Lebanese prime
minister, Rafik Hariri. The ruling Ba’ath
party relaxed a number of laws that sanc-
tioned some independent political parties,
granted more press freedom and relaxed
the state of emergency (that had been in
place since 1963). UN investigators were
allowed to question Syrian officials about
the assassination of Rafik Hariri. Interior
minister, Ghazi Kanaan, accused of being
involved in the murder of Hariri, was
found dead, apparently of suicide. An of-
ficial UN interim report implicated senior
Syrian and Lebanese security officials in
the killing of Hariri; Syria rejected the re-
port. Following weeks of pressure, Syria
agreed to allow five senior officials to be
interviewed by the UN investigator, Detlev
Mehlis.
2006 The Danish and Norwegian embas-
sies in Damascus were attacked after

worldwide Muslim condemnations of car-
toons depicting the Prophet Mohammed
were published in a Danish newspaper.
Syria and Iraq restored diplomatic rela-
tions after a 25-year gap and became an
increasingly safe haven for those fleeing
the war in Iraq.
2007 The dominant Ba’ath Party-led Al
Jabha al Wataniyyah at Wahdwamiyyah
(National Progressive Front) (NPF) coali-
tion won parliamentary elections. Bashar
al Assad’s presidency was endorsed by
referendum. Tough visa requirements
were imposed on Iraqis, as the influx of
refugees grew. Israel bombed and de-
stroyed what it claimed was a secret nu-
clear reactor.
2008 The US published satellite images
of what was called Syria’s secret pluto-
nium-producing nuclear reactor, claiming
North Korea had helped build it. The site
was cleared before UN inspectors from
the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) visited the site. The preliminary in-
vestigation declared the results inconclu-
sive. An agreement to improve diplomatic
relations was reached and a common
border to be formally demarcated be-
tween Lebanon and Syria agreed. In a
move to recognise Lebanon’s sovereignty
and independence, Syria established full
diplomatic relations with Lebanon, and
established a new embassy in Beirut.
2009 The first high-level talks since 2005
between the US and Syria took place in
Damascus. The Damascus securities ex-
change began trading stocks for the first
time.
2010 A ban on smoking in enclosed pub-
lic places such as restaurants and cafés
was imposed; the ban includes the tradi-
tional nargile (hubble-bubble). The US re-
newed its sanctions on Syria, first imposed
in 2004, after President Obama said
Syria continued to support terrorism and
was pursuing development of weapons of
mass destruction. A ban on the niqab (full
face veil worn by Muslim women) was in-
troduced in all Universities, both public
and private. The hijab (headscarf) was
deemed acceptable. Lebanese Prime Min-
ister Hariri visited to discuss bilateral rela-
tions and closer ties. Hariri said that his
accusation that Syria was responsible for
the murder of his father was an error and
that it was a ‘political accusation’.
2011 Demonstrations against the Assad
regime in the southern city of Deraa and
the northern port of Latakia in March lead
to concerns that they undermined the gov-
ernment’s authority. The government re-
signed as a response to widespread
discontent with the political system. Mu-
hammad Naji Otari remained in post as
caretaker prime minister.
President Assad announced a new cabinet
in April with former agriculture minister
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Adel Safar as the new prime minister.
President Assad issued a decree granting
citizenship to tens of thousands of Kurds.
The Kurds make up as much as 15 per
cent of the population and had long de-
manded citizenship.
Civil rights groups claimed 560 people
had been killed by security forces in Syria
since protests began against the Assad re-
gime in March. On Syria’s Independence
Day (17 April) there were a number of
protests in Aleppo, Deraa and Suweida.
The army killed 10 people and arrested
499 men in house-to-house raids in
Deraa.
In May, the US imposed economic and
travel sanctions on President Bashar al
Assad, for human rights abuses since the
civil unrest began. The US had already
imposed sanctions on his brother and
cousin in April.
In June, France and the UK sponsored a
resolution in the UN Security Council con-
demning Syria’s use of violence to sup-
press the protestors. The resolution did
not include a proposal to use military ac-
tion if the condemnation was ignored. The
army attacked the town of Jisr al
Shughour to ‘restore security’ after 120
security personnel had allegedly been
killed. Citizens fled either into the sur-
rounding countryside or across the border
into Turkey, where refugee camps were
hastily set up; within two weeks over
5,000 people had found sanctuary.
China, Russia and Brazil expressed their
concerns over the proposed UN resolu-
tion of condemnation. President Assad’s
television speech gave nothing new in the
way of reforms and was greeted with
scepticism by protesters.
In July, the largest anti-government dem-
onstration in the country so far was held in
Hama. As a result, the governor was
sacked and security forces sent to the city.
Amnesty International called for an inter-
national investigation into the violence
committed by the security forces, including
crimes against humanity. The National
Salvation Council, a 25-member body,
including Islamists, liberals and independ-
ents, elected from a group of around 300
opposition activists, met in Istanbul on 17
July. State media reported that the gov-
ernment had adopted a draft law allowing
the formation of political parties other
than the ruling Ba’ath party, providing
they were not based on religious, tribal or
regional support. Large anti-government
protests in Hama, with barricades thrown
up at road entrances to the city, led to the
army attacking the city on 31 July and 1
August. Hundreds of protestors were re-
ported to have been killed, following the
shelling of the city by tanks.
The government crackdown continued
and into August, with an estimated 2,000

people killed by troops. The US, Russia
and Turkey warned President Bashar al
Assad of the consequences of continued
violence towards the people of Syria.
World leaders joined together in August
and called on President Assad to step
down, as the UN said that the excessive
force used to suppress protests ‘may
amount to crimes against humanity’.
In early September, the EU banned im-
ports of oil. A national council was
formed including Kurds, Islamists, secular-
ists and members of grassroots commit-
tees. Their intended aims were to ‘convey
the Syrian people’s just problems on the
international platform, to form a pluralist
and democratic state’.
During a meeting in Istanbul (Turkey) on
1–2 October the newly combined opposi-
tion, the Syrian National Council (SNC),
agreed its structure and aims. The SNC,
led by Chairman Burhan Ghalioun, will
challenge the regime of President Bashar
al Assad to bring about democracy in
Syria. Mishaal al Tammo, a Kurdish mem-
ber of the opposition national council,
was assassinated. The UN estimated that
since March the number of people killed
had exceeded 3,000 and that the authori-
ties had ‘manifestly failed to protect its
population’.
In November the newly created Free Syr-
ian Army (FSA) (of defecting soldiers), at-
tacked an air force intelligence base in
the suburbs of Damascus, in its most dar-
ing assault on government forces and in-
stallations to date. The Arab League
issued a deadline for the government to
‘stop the bloody repression’ and begin
‘real dialogue toward real reform’ by or
risk sanctions. The Arab League imposed
sanctions against Syria, which included
curbs on transactions with the Syrian Cen-
tral Bank and halting the funding of pro-
jects by the Arab League. The sanctions
followed the failure of Syria to meet the
deadline for allowing Arab League ob-
servers into the country to monitor
anti-government protests. Syria responded
by calling the actions a betrayal of Arab
solidarity. Turkey imposed a number of
sanctions against Syria including suspen-
sion of financial dealing with and a freeze
of assets of the Syrian government and a
travel ban on the Syrian leadership; an
arms ban is already in place.
On 2 December the UN declared that
4,000 people had been killed since
mid-March. A delegation of 50 observers
from the Arab League arrived in Damas-
cus on 26 December. There was no
pause in the violence and disruption dur-
ing their visit.
2012 On 2 January, an Arab League
spokesman defended the role of the ob-
servers, saying its presence was placing
pressure on the Syrian authorities to

comply with Arab peace initiatives and the
Syrian army had been withdrawn from a
number of cities, almost 3,500 detainees
had been released and humanitarian aid
delivered to beleaguered cities. Latest UN
data reported that over 5,400 people had
been killed in the civil war since March
2011. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov visited Syria on 7 January and
called for reforms. He said President
Assad wanted Arab monitored peace ef-
forts and would set a date for a constitu-
tional referendum and that he was ‘fully
committed’ to ending bloodshed and un-
dertaking negotiations with all political
forces. The Arab League convened an
emergency meeting on 7 January to re-
view its observer mission’s work and dis-
cuss its future role. A suicide bomber
killed 26 and injured over 60 people in
the al Midan district of Damascus. The
bomber targeted buses carrying riot po-
lice, shortly before an anti-government
demonstration was about to begin; most
casualties were civilians. 13 January was
declared ‘Friday of Support for the Free
Syrian Army’ with tens of thousands dem-
onstrating in Homs, Hama, Aleppo and
Damascus suburbs. On 21 January the
Arab League proposed the transfer of
power by President Assad to a deputy and
a government of national unity. This was
rejected by Assad. On 24 January observ-
ers from the Gulf States within the Arab
League were pulled out of Syria and
called on the UN to ‘end the bloody up-
heaval’. By 27 January the city of Homs
was besieged by the Syrian army. The re-
maining Arab League observers were
pulled out on 28 January. On 29 Janu-
ary, the Syrian army, using tanks,
launched an assault to retake suburbs of
Damascus held by rebel forces.
On 4 February, the UN Security Council
(UNSC) voted on a resolution calling for
President Assad to resign and institute an
Arab League peace plan. Although 13
members of the council voted in favour,
Russia and China vetoed the proposal be-
cause they perceived it to be a violation of
Syria’s sovereignty and could allow mili-
tary intervention and regime change.
General Secretary Ban Ki-moon said the
result ‘undermines the role of the United
Nations and the international community
in this period when the Syrian authorities
must hear a unified voice calling for an
immediate end to its violence against the
Syrian people’. Anti-Assad activists re-
ported the death of 200 people in Homs
since the army offensive began in Janu-
ary. On 7 February, Prime Minister
Erdogan of Turkey announced that his
government would ‘start a new initiative
with those countries who stand by the Syr-
ian people, not the regime.’ By 8 Febru-
ary, Homs had been under bombardment
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for five days; Arab Gulf States began to
expel Syrian ambassadors and recalling
their own, due to what they described as
‘mass slaughter’ of civilians. Ban Ki-moon
said the failure of the UN resolution had
encouraged the Syrian regime ‘to step up
its war on its own people’. As the Syrian
army continued to shell Homs, foreign ob-
servers considered the government’s grip
on northern Syria as tenuous, as so much
of it was in open revolt. UK-based war
correspondent Marie Colvin and French
photographic journalist Remi Ochlik were
killed on 22 February in Homs. Colvin
had been reporting the death of civilians
and French President Sarkozy accused the
Syrian authorities of assassination by de-
liberately targeting the house in the Bab
Amr suburb of Homs being used as a
press centre by foreign journalists. On 28
February, the UN announced that the
death toll in Syria had surpassed 7,500. A
constitutional referendum was held on 26
February, as violence continued in some
areas of the country. New proposals in-
cluded dropping Article 8, which en-
shrines the rule of the Ba’ath Party, a
proposal for multiparty elections by May
and limiting presidential terms to two, of
seven years each. Voter turnout was 57.4
per cent and 89.4 per cent voted in fa-
vour of the changes. Foreign observers
were not permitted to witness the voting.
President al Assad signed the new consti-
tution into law on 27 February.
The month-long bombardment of the be-
sieged city of Homs stopped on 2 March.
The government denied access by the Red
Cross and Red Crescent to the stricken
area for several days, saying the area was
too dangerous to enter as it had been
mined and booby-trapped. On 12 March,
the bodies on 21 women and 26 children
were found in Karm el Zaytoun and Al
Adawiyeh neighbourhoods, in the devas-
tated city of Homs. The government ac-
cused ‘armed terrorist gangs’ while the
opposition (SNC) claimed government se-
curity forces (Shabiha militia) were re-
sponsible for the massacre. On 16–18
March a UN mission, accompanied by
Syrian officials, visited a number of sites,
including Homs, Deraa and Hama. How-
ever, the UN experts were denied free ac-
cess and were not allowed to visit Idlib in
the north. On 19 March Russia called for
a daily two-hour truce for humanitarian
relief to be given to the besieged and to
evacuate the wounded from battle zones
around the country. It also said that the
Syrian leadership had made ‘a lot of mis-
takes’. On 27 March, on the same day as
the UN revised its estimate of the number
of dead due to the conflict to 9,000 peo-
ple, former UN secretary general Kofi
Annan brokered a six-point peace deal,
which was endorsed by both the Arab

League and by all members of the UNSC.
The agreement included addressing the
aspirations and concerns of the Syrian
people; a UN-supervised cessation of
armed violence by all; the provision of hu-
manitarian assistance to all areas affected
by the fighting, with a two-hour ceasefire;
release of arbitrarily detained persons;
freedom assured for journalists and re-
spect of the freedom of peaceful associa-
tion and the right to demonstrate.
On 8 April, two days before the peace
deal was due to be implemented (with a
full ceasefire by 6am on 12 April), when
troops were to be withdrawn, the Syrian
government objected, saying it required a
written guarantee by the opposing forces
that they would lay down their arms dur-
ing the pull-out; the demand was rejected
by the rebels. Residents of Homs, who
had fled across the border into Turkey on
10 April, reported that the government
army was continuing to shell the city. Syr-
ian forces also fired into a refugee camp
inside the Turkish border in the Gaziantep
province. On 12 April, following a day of
relative peace, Kofi Annan said that the
UN was ready to send in monitors to
oversee the implementation of the
ceasefire. On 16 April, an advanced
team of six monitors arrived in Syria; with
the remaining 25 due in the following
days. On 22 April, UN-envoy, Kofi Annan
said that the UNSC vote to deploy 300
observers was a ‘pivotal moment for the
stabilisation of the country’. The UN and
Arab League also called on the govern-
ment to withdraw its tanks and weapons
from the cities. On 26 April, Ban Ki-moon
warned that the Syrian government was
‘in contravention’ of the international
agreed peace plan, with the presence of
heavy weapons and troops deployed in
cities, as reported by UN monitors.
On 10 May, two car-bombs exploded in
Damascus, killing at least 55 people and
wounding around 400. Both sides of the
conflict accused the other of responsibility
and the UNSC ‘condemned in the stron-
gest terms the terrorist attacks’. The gov-
ernment was held responsible by the UN
for the army shelling of the civilian town
of Houla on 25 May. At least 108 people
were killed (including 49 children), de-
spite a vigorous denial by an official Syr-
ian spokesman. The army action was
called ‘indiscriminate and unforgivable’
by Major General Robert Mood of the
UN’s observer mission. It later transpired
that most of the Houla civilians killed had
been summarily executed, with blame be-
ing laid on the pro-Assad militia, the
Shabiha. On 31 May Colonel Qassim
Saadeddine, a commander of the FSA,
pronounced a 48-hour deadline for the
Assad government to observe the UN
ceasefire or he would consider the FSA

‘no longer bound’ by the Annan peace
plan. However, the threat was dissipated
when General Riyad Asaad the FSA head
later denied the deadline.
On 5 June the government declared the
ambassadors of 17 countries personae
non gratae following these countries’ de-
cision, days earlier, to expel top Syrian
diplomats. On 6 June, Riad Farid Hijab (a
staunch Assad loyalist) was appointed as
prime minister.
On 17 July fighting broke out in Damas-
cus as the FSA launched a campaign,
called ‘the Damascus Volcano and earth-
quakes of Syria’, to liberate the city. At the
same time, Kofi Annan was meeting Presi-
dent Putin (in Russia) where he called for
more support for a new UNSC resolution
to end the conflict. Putin said Russia’s ob-
stacle to acceptance was the West’s de-
mand for sanctions, which could
eventually lead to military force to end the
‘civil war’. On 19 July Russia and China
vetoed the UNSC resolution proposing
greater sanctions on Syria. Government
troops were mobilised to fight rebels who
had killed three senior members of the re-
gime and seized parts of Damascus and
Aleppo.
On 2 August, Kofi Annan, the UN-Arab
League joint special envoy to Syria an-
nounced that he was resigning, due to the
failure of his six-point peace plan which
he said had become a ‘mission impossi-
ble’. An estimated 20,000 people had
been killed in Syria by August. On 6 Au-
gust prime minister Riad Hijab defected,
in support of ‘the holy revolution’, accord-
ing to his spokesman who informed the
news agency, al Jazeera. Hijab and his
family fled into Jordan. Omar Ghalawanji
was appointed as acting prime minister
until Wael al Halki was appointed prime
minister of 9 August. On 11 August Wael
al-Halki was sworn into office as prime
minister.
On 16 August, the UN observer mission
in Syria was ended after its mandate ex-
pired. On 18 October, human rights
groups in Syria estimate that at least
28,000 people (of all ages, gender and
status) had ‘disappeared’ since the begin-
ning of the conflict, picked up by either
the military or militia and had not been
seen again. Following meetings in Qatar
that began on 8 November, on 11 No-
vember an agreement between opposition
parties chose Moaz al Khatib as leader of
a new coalition, to join the disparate fac-
tions against Bashir al Assad’s govern-
ment. On 20 November British foreign
minister, William Hague, told parliament
that the National Coalition of the Syrian
Revolutionary and Opposition Forces was
the ‘sole legitimate representative’ of the
Syrian people. On 11 December, US
President Obama officially recognised the
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SNC as the ‘sole legitimate representa-
tive’ body of the Syrian people. The an-
nouncement came after recognition of the
SNC by France, Germany and the UK,
among others. Russia condemned the US
move as a violation of earlier accords.
2013
In March Ghassan Hitto was named as
prime minister by the National Coalition
for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition
Forces and set to forming an interim gov-
ernment to administer so-called ‘liber-
ated’ zones, co-ordinating the provision of
basic services and supplies.
Prime Minister Wael al-Halqi survived a
car bomb attack in Damascus on 29
April.
The UN Disengagement Observer Force
(Undof), which monitors the only open
border crossing between the Israeli-con-
trolled Golan Heights and Syria, lost a
number of international peacekeepers as
the violence in Syria spread. Austria be-
gan withdrawing its 377 UN soldiers from
the mission on 12 June, following the
withdrawal of troops by Canada, Croatia
and Japan. Troops from the Philippines
and India remain.
On 22 June President Assad ordered the
salaries of all government employees to
be raised. Syrian news agency, SANA, re-
ported that the decree raised monthly sal-
aries by 40 per cent for the first
Syr£10,000 (US$50), 20 per cent for the
second Syr£10,000 and 10 per cent for
the third Syr£10,000. A salary of
Syr£30,000 (US$150) would be
Syr£37,000 (US$185). The decree also
raised the minimum monthly wage for the
private, co-operative and joint venture
sector to Syr£13,670 (US$70).
On 6 July the National Coalition opposi-
tion alliance named Ahmed Jarba as its
president. At the same time Saudi-backed
candidates defeated those allied with Qa-
tar in several elections. Ghassan Hitto re-
signed as prime minister of the rebel held
areas, saying that he would never-the-less
‘continue working for the interests of the
revolution’. Mr Jarba has close links to
Saudi Arabia, and said he expected ad-
vanced weapons supplied by Saudi Ara-
bia. A report by the Liwa al Islam Brigade
on 8 August said they had hit President
Assad’s convoy while he was moving
through Damascas. He was later seen at-
tending prayers at his usual mosque. The
attack was denied by the government. On
31 July the government finally agreed to
the visit of UN inspectors to three sites
suspected of being the subject of chemi-
cal attacks. A chemical weapons attack
that killed hundreds in a suberb of
Damascas on 21 August was widely con-
demned internationally. Although the UN
inspectors were stayimng within 10 kilo-
metres they were not allowed to visit the

site. Video clips on YouTube showed pic-
tures of the injured and dying. Both sides
denied making the attack. The UN’s dis-
armament chief, Angela Kane, arrived in
Damascas on 24 August; an agreement
between the government rebels was
reached to allow inspectors to visit the site
on 26 August. A ceasefire will allow the
inspectors to collect material for examina-
tion. US Vice President Joe Biden said on
27 August that there was ‘no doubt’ the
Syrian government had used chemical
weapons on it’s people and it must be
held accountable. By the beginning of
September UN agencies were reporting
that the number of Syrian refugees had
reached two million. Unexpected discus-
sions between Russia and the US led to a
framework document agreed on 14 Sep-
tember that stipulates Syria must provide
details of its stockpile of chemical weap-
ons within a week. President Obama said
that the US-Russian deal ‘represents an
important, concrete step toward the goal
of moving Syria’s chemical weapons un-
der international control so that they may
ultimately be destroyed’. At the same time
he warned that there would be ‘conse-
quences should the Assad regime not
comply with the framework’. The report by
the UN inspectors into the use of chemical
weapons was published on 16 Septem-
ber. It confirmed that sarin-filled rockets
had been fired. UN Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon called it a ‘despicable
crime’. The US, UK and France said the
technical details showed only the regime
could have been responsible for the 21
August attack. However, Russia accused
the UN of a biased report and said they
had evidence rebels had been responsi-
ble. In an interview aired on 18 Septem-
ber (after Syria had acceded to the
Chemical Weapons Convention on 14
September) with US Fox News President
Assad said that he was committed to get-
ting rid of Syria’s chemical weapons, but
that it might take a year and cost US$1
billion. He denied that his forces were re-
sponsible for the recent attacks, accusing
rebels of being responsible. A number of
rebel groups announced on 24 Septem-
ber that they do not support groups
formed outside the country, including the
main opposition group, the National Co-
alition, which is based in Istanbul. At the
same time, UN inspectors retured to Syria
to further their investigations of chemical
weapons. The UNSC unanimously
adopted a binding resolution demanding
Syria destroy all its chemical weapons.
However a second resolution would be re-
quired before force could be used if nec-
essary. The team of international experts
from the Organisation for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), charged
with dismantling Syria’s chemical

weapons, arrived on 1 October. In an in-
terview with Der Spiegel in Germany Pres-
ident Assad suggested Germany might be
a suitable mediator. On 14 October,
leader of the Syrian National Council
(SNC), George Sabra, said his group
would pull out of the coalition if it took
part in talks planned for Geneva in No-
vember. He said that conditions on the
ground in Syria were not conducive to a
satisfactory outcome. Talks with SNC op-
position officials were held in London on
22 October to try and persuade them to
attend the next round of talks in Geneva.
They were urged by the Friends of Syria
group of countries ‘commit itself fully’ to
planned peace talks. On 28 October the
OPCW announced that all but two chemi-
cal weapons sites had been visited. Al-
though this means a deadline has been
missed, the OPCW has said it will con-
tinue negotiations to ensure the conditions
necessary for safe access to the two re-
maining sites will continue. The WHO
annouced in late October that there had
been 10 cases of polio confirmed, mostly
in children, the first cases in 14 years. It is
thought that the disease may have been
brought in by foreign fighters from the
three countries where polio is still endemic
(Nigeria, Pakistan and Afghanistan).
Lakhdar Brahimi, the UN-Arab League
envoy, met President Assad in Damascus
on 30 October to try to win backing for
planned peace talks in November. Mr
Assad said that the talks would only suc-
ceed if foreign powers ended ‘support for
terrorist groups’ fighting his forces. On 30
October Israeli aircraft attacked a site
near Latakia, destroying missiles intended
for the Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah. On 31 October the OPCW
confirmed Syria had destroyed all equip-
ment for producing, mixing and filling
chemical weapons. The weapons them-
selves were put under seal. The OPCW
and the Syrians must agree a detailed
plan by mid-November on destroying the
weapons. Lakhdar Brahimi, UN-Arab
League envoy on Syria, said on 5 Novem-
ber that the peace talks were being de-
layed. On 15 November the OPCW said
that it had adopted a detailed plan for the
destruction of Syria’s stockpile by
mid-2014, although where exactly re-
mained unclear after Albania refused to
allow the destruction to take place in Al-
bania. On 18 November a large bomb
on a Syrian government building near Da-
mascus killed 31 people, including four
generals, according to the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights.

Political structure
Constitution
The 1973 constitution was based on five
principles: Syrian Arab revolution to
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achieve unity, freedom and socialism;
Arab unity against the threat of imperial-
ism and Zionism; socialism as a funda-
mental necessity; economic freedom and
social liberalisation; Arab revolution to-
wards world liberalisation.
An amended constitution came into effect
on 27 February 2012. It included the
ending of the Ba’ath party’s monopoly of
Syria’s political life and the formation of
other political parties; presidential elec-
tions to take place every seven years, con-
tested by several candidates; Syria will no
longer be a planned economy; scientific
research, artistic creation, literature and
cultural creativity to be protected, while
maintaining Islamic jurisprudence; dis-
crimination based on sex, origin, religion
and language will be forbidden and mili-
tary service will remain compulsory.
Independence date
17 April 1946
Form of state
Socialist democratic republic that has
been run by a military regime since 1963.
The executive
The president is Head of State, and has
almost absolute power as the country is a
one-party state with a disproportionate
share of power in the hands of the Hizb al
Ba’ath al Arabiyah al Ishtiraki (Ba’ath
Party) (Socialist Arab Rebirth Party) and
minority Alawite community.
Presidential candidates are nominated by
parliament and agreed by referendum, for
a seven-year term.
The president appoints and dismisses the
vice presidents, the prime minister and the
Council of Ministers. He holds the posts of
commander-in-chief of the armed forces
and secretary general of the Ba’ath Party.
The Council of Ministers is headed by the
prime minister and its members are ap-
pointed from the ruling party.
National legislature
The unicameral Majlis al Shaab (People’s
Council) has 250 members, directly
elected in 15 multi-seat constituencies (in
which the NPF is guaranteed 167 seats),
for four-your terms. The assembly pro-
poses the presidential candidate but may
not initiate laws; it may assess and may
occasionally modify those proposed by
the executive branch.
Legal system
The judiciary is guaranteed independence
under the constitution, however in prac-
tice, the minister of justice has the power
to appoint, promote and transfer mem-
bers of the judiciary and has undue influ-
ence. The legal system has separate
religious and secular courts using Sharia
(Islamic law) and a civil law code
respectively.
Syria has not accepted compulsory Inter-
national Court of Justice (ICJ) jurisdiction.

Last elections
22 April 2007 (parliamentary); 27 May
2007 (presidential); 27 February 2012
(constitutional referendum)
Results: Parliamentary: Al-Jabha
al-Wataniyyah at-Wahdwamiyyah (Na-
tional Progressive Front) (NPF), a coalition
of 10 parties led by Hizb al Ba’ath al
Arabi al Ishtiraki (Ba’ath Party) (Arab So-
cialist Rebirth Party), won 169 seats (out
of 250); 81 seats were won by independ-
ents. Turnout was 56.12 per cent.
Presidential: Bashar al Assad received
97.62 per cent of the vote. He was nomi-
nated by the ruling Ba’ath Party and ran
unopposed.
Constitutional referendum: 89.4 per cent
agreed to the amendments, 9 per cent
disagreed; turnout was 57.4 per cent.
Next elections
May 2011 (presidential); 2011 (parlia-
mentary) postponed due to civil war.

Political parties
Ruling party
Al Jabha al Wataniyyah at
Wahdwamiyyah (National Progressive
Front) (NPF), a coalition of 10 parties led
by Hizb al Ba’ath al Arabi al Ishtiraki
(Ba’ath Party) (Arab Socialist Rebirth Party)
(re-elected Apr 2007)
Main opposition party
Most political opposition is severely re-
pressed and leading critics of the govern-
ment are in exile.

Population
20.82 million (2011)*
Syria’s annual population growth rate is
among the highest in the Middle East.
About 38 per cent of the population is un-
der 14 years of age; in 2006, 5 per cent
of the population were over aged 60.
There were an estimated 1.5 million Iraqi
refugees resident in Syria in 2007.
Last census: September 2004:
17,921,000
Population density: 104 inhabitants per
square km.Urban population 56 per cent
(2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: 2.5 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Internally Displaced Persons (IDP)
200,000–500,000 (UNHCR 2004)
Ethnic make-up
Arabs (90 per cent); Kurds, Armenians
and Assyrians (10 per cent).
Religions
About 90 per cent of the population are
Muslim with those of the Sunni denomina-
tion outnumbering Alawi (Shi’a) Muslims
by about six to one. The remainder are
Christian (8 per cent), Druze and Jewish
(2 per cent). Religious freedom is pro-
vided by the constitution.

Education
Primary schooling lasts for six years. Sec-
ondary education, which begins at the
age of 12, also lasts for six years and is
divided into two three-year cycles. Stu-
dents may either enter the general or the
technical branches, although entry is se-
lective and is based on the Intermediate
Level Diploma (al Kafa’a) examination.
The first cycle is introductory. Technical
secondary education is divided into indus-
trial and commercial tracks. There are ag-
ricultural and technical schools and four
universities, at Damascus, Aleppo,
Tishreen and Homs. All higher education
institutions are state-controlled and
state-financed.
Literacy rate: 80.8 per cent adult rate;
95 per cent youth rate (15–24) (latest fig-
ures WHO 2008, Unesco 2005).
Compulsory years: Six to 12.
Enrolment rate: 101 per cent gross pri-
mary enrolment, of relevant age group
(including repeaters); 43 per cent gross
secondary enrolment (World Bank).
Pupils per teacher: 23 in primary
schools.

Health
Per capita total expenditure on health
(2005) was US$61; of which per capita
government spending was US$31, at the
international dollar rate, (WHO 2008).
Improved souces of water are available to
89 per cent of the population.
Medical services are relatively well devel-
oped in larger towns and cities, with 14
hospital beds per 10,000 head of popu-
lation, but there is considerable variation
in rural areas.
HIV/Aids
HIV prevalence: 0.1 per cent aged
15–49 in 2003 (World Bank)
Life expectancy: 72 years, 2006 (WHO
2008)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
2.9 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef); ma-
ternal mortality 130 deaths per 100,000
live births (WHO 2008).
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 15 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012); 8.5 per cent of children
aged under five are malnourished (WHO
2008).
Head of population per physician: 5
physicians per 10,000 people, 2006
(WHO 2008)

Welfare
The government maintains a basic range
of social welfare provisions, including free
healthcare for low-income groups, and is
officially committed to improving the qual-
ity of state welfare provision as economic
conditions allow. The government claims
that the expansion of the private sector
has led to more young children working.
The labour and social affairs minister is
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responsible for enforcing minimum wage
levels in the public and private sectors.
The law does not protect temporary work-
ers who are not subject to regulations on
minimum wages.

Main cities
Damascus (capital, estimated population
1.9 million (m) in 2012), Aleppo (Halab)
(1.9m), Homs (900,492), Hamah
(527,429), al Ladiqiyah (402,700), Dayr
az Zawr (275,473), ar Raqqah
(207,594), Idlib (178,980), Duma
(136,665).

Languages spoken
English is widely spoken and French is
spoken predominantly by the older
generation.
Official language/s
Arabic

Media
Press
Dailies: The state runs four national and
many regional newspapers with news con-
tained in them provided by the Syrian
Arab News Agency (SANA). In Arabic, Al
Thawra (www.althawranews.net), has the
largest circulation; Al Baath
(http://albaath.online.fr) (official publica-
tion of the Ba’ath Party); Tishreen
(www.tishreen.info) and in English Syria
Times (http://syriatimes.tishreen.info). The
first private, political daily newspaper to
open since 1963 was Al Watan
(www.al-watan.com).
Weeklies: In Arabic, Tishreen al Osboi a
political magazine and Mawkef al Riyadhi
(http://riadi.alwehda.gov.sy) covering
sports news are government-run. Star
Syria (www.star-sy.com) is a youth
magazine.
Business: In Arabic, Al Iqtissad wal Nagl
(www.aliqtisad.com) is a monthly maga-
zine; Al-Iqtissadiya (www.iqtissadiya.com)
for business and political news.
Periodicals: There are over 140 private
magazines and others produced by gov-
ernment departments, state organisations,
trade unions, political, professional and
religious associations. In Arabic, Al
Arabieh and Ayam Al Osrah
(www.ayam-mag.com) are women’s mag-
azines; Al Maaloumatieh is a consumer
magazine. In Arabic and English, Al
Nashra al Ektisadyeh (www.dcc-sy.com) is
published by the Chamber of Commerce.
In Arabic and French, Ougarit
(www.ougarit.org) (quarterly) and Maaber
(www.maaber.org) for culture and litera-
ture. In English, Syria Today
(www.syria-today.com) for current affairs.
Broadcasting
Radio: The state radio service, Radio Sout
Al Sha’ab (www.rtv.gov.sy) broadcasts do-
mestic and external programmes in
Arabic, French, English, Russian, German,

Spanish, Portuguese, Polish, Turkish and
Bulgarian. Private radio stations, all
broadcasting from Damascus, include
Farah FM (www.farah.fm), Rotana Style
FM (www.rotana.net) and Syria Al Ghad
(www.syriaalghad.com).
Television: Syrian television
(www.rtv.gov.sy) operates two terrestrial
channels and a satellite station. Many
households subscribe to satellite television
providers and the only private station
based in Syria, Al Sham, competes for au-
diences with pan-Arab and Western (gen-
erally for expatriate communities) TV
satellite stations.
The minster of information plans to li-
cense up to a further 24 private satellite
television channels.
National news agency: SANA
Other news agencies: All4Syria
(www.all4syria.org).

Economy
Even before the civil disturbances of 2011
and 2012, the main sectors of the Syrian
economy, agriculture and hydrocarbons,
had been struggling to emerge from de-
cades of over-centralisation and stagna-
tion. In 2009, the service sector
constituted 46.5 per cent of GDP, through
the expansion of tourism with around
three-quarters of visitors to Syria coming
from the Gulf States. The government, re-
cognising the contribution tourism makes
to the economy, has sought to expand the
sector and to build infrastructure more
suitable to a wider market. Tourism in
2009 was next only to agriculture and oil
in importance to the economy. The bank-
ing sector, where private banking has
been allowed, was subject to reforms and
produced an improvement in the econ-
omy. Agriculture accounted for 23 per
cent of GDP in 2009, with around 25 per
cent of the population involved and en-
suring self-sufficiency in food. Syria has
been dependent on its oil and gas re-
serves to sustain the economy while the
industrial sector constituted 30 per cent of
GDP, of which manufacturing was 13.4
per cent in 2009. Hydrocarbons, which
typically contribute 20 per cent to GDP,
have been responsible for 65 per cent of
exports and 50 per cent of government
revenue. Production and exports, how-
ever, are falling as the existing fields de-
cline. It is forecast that, in the absence of
the discovery of significant new deposits in
the meantime, Syria will become a net im-
porter of oil by 2012 and run out of oil by
2020. Unless other activities are devel-
oped and foreign direct investment (FDI)
increases, Syria could find itself relegated
to the status of a low-income country.
GDP growth was 5.7 per cent in 2007,
falling to 4.5 per cent in 2008 as energy
and food costs rose. The economy was

not severely affected by the global cut in
trade, which may have been more down
of Syria’s lack of involvement in wider in-
ternational trade then prudent fiscal
judgement. GDP growth was 5.9 per cent
in 2009, which then fell to 3.4 per cent in
2010. Since the civil disruption began in
2011 no economic data has been avail-
able, although the violence will have a
significant impact on GDP growth, espe-
cially the growing tourism sector.
The government had been attempting to
diversify and modernise the economy, but
the obstacles to be overcome are internal,
with an elite controlling the wealth and di-
rection of many of the assets within Syria.
The economy has for several decades
been under tight state control and while
the need to introduce market-based prac-
tices has been acknowledged since the
nineties, restructuring has been slow, im-
peded by vested interests, corruption and
bureaucratic inertia. A number of reforms
were introduced, but in 2011 the popula-
tion lost patience with the slow progress
and social unrest led to a destabilising cri-
sis, the outcome of which is yet to be de-
termined. International critics called on
the ruling Alawite sect to relinquish power
and allow democratic elections.
The economy is not keeping pace with the
growth in population. The official unem-
ployment figure was 9 per cent in 2008,
but was probably higher. Around 75 per
cent of the population is below the age of
35, and 40 per cent are aged below 15.
For those in work, pay is low. An impor-
tant source of income are the remittances
sent back by family members working
abroad, which in 2009 amounted to
US$1.33 billion (2.4 per cent of GDP); it
was estimated to have risen to US$1.41
billion in 2010. In 2011, the UN Human
Development Index (HDI) ranked Syria
119 (out of 187) for national develop-
ment in health, education and income. In
2010, 37.5 per cent of the population ex-
perienced at least one indicator of
poverty.
On 22 June 2013 President Assad or-
dered the salaries of all government em-
ployees to be raised. Syrian news agency,
SANA, reported that the decree raised
monthly salaries by 40 per cent for the
first Syr£10,000 (US$50), 20 per cent for
the second Syr£10,000 and 10 per cent
for the third Syr£10,000. A salary of
Syr£30,000 (US$150) would be
Syr£37,000 (US$185). The decree also
raised the minimum monthly wage for the
private, co-operative and joint sector was
raised to Syr£13,670 (US$70).

External trade
In 2005 the Greater Arab Free Trade
Area (Gafta) was ratified by 17 members,
including Syria, creating an Arab
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economic bloc. A customs union was es-
tablished whereby tariffs within Gafta will
be reduced by a percentage each year,
until none remain. It is also a signatory of
the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership
agreement, which provides for the intro-
duction of free trade between the EU and
10 Mediterranean countries by 2012.
Foreign trade provides almost 70 per cent
of GDP and over 65 per cent of all ex-
ports are oil and its derivatives, and natu-
ral gas. As manufacturing provides only
around 25 per cent of GDP, its impor-
tance to exports is less than that of agri-
culture which exports livestock and cereals
and the majority of the annual cotton lint
harvest not used domestically for spinning
and garment production.
Imports
Major imports are capital machinery and
vehicles, food and livestock, appliances,
chemicals, plastics, various yarns and
paper.
Main sources: Saudi Arabia (14.5 per
cent of total in 2011), China (10.1 per
cent), UAE (7.1 per cent).
Exports
Main exports are crude oil, petroleum
products, cotton, clothing, fruits, vegeta-
bles, wheat, meat and live animals.
Main destinations: Iraq (38.8 per cent of
total in 2011), Italy (7.9 per cent), Ger-
many (7.1 per cent).

Agriculture
Agriculture remains a leading sector of
the economy, contributing approximately
25 per cent to GDP and employing
around a quarter of the labour force.
Agricultural land is mainly privately
owned. Approximately 31 per cent of the
total land is cultivated. Much of Syria is
mountainous and part of the eastern part
of the country is desert or semi-desert. The
fertile areas include the coastal strip and
the Euphrates and Khabur valleys. Intensi-
fication of farming in the rain-fed areas is
ongoing; these areas account for more
than 80 per cent of the total crop area.
The al Thaura dam on the Euphrates, built
with Russian technology, brings irrigation
to a vast area.
Main crops are cotton, wheat and barley.
Wheat and barley together account for
two-thirds of the cultivated area. Extreme
fluctuations in grain production from year
to year caused by rainfall variability have
traditionally caused much hardship for the
rural population. Cotton is the main cash
crop. Other leading crops include vegeta-
bles, citrus fruits, olives, tobacco and
sugar beet. Sheep and goats are grazed
in many areas. Wool is also an important
product.
Annual population growth in Syria is esti-
mated at 3 per cent, and to ensure food
security for its growing population, the

government is focussing on a food
self-sufficiency strategy, improving crop
production technology and crop
diversification.
Syria’s small annual fish catch is mostly
destined for the domestic market.
Syria is lightly forested with less than 3 per
cent of forest or woodland cover. In an-
cient times, Syria had extensive mountain
forests but these have largely been
cleared or degraded and only remnants
of mixed coniferous forest remain. The
predominant species include Abies
cilicica, Pinus halipensis and Pinus brutia.
Syria has established a moderately large
area of plantations based on cypress, pine
and eucalyptus species. The country has a
modest network of protected areas – State
Forest Protection Zones provide the most
substantive forest conservation measures.
Syria produces very modest volumes of
sawn timber, veneer, plywood and
particleboard. The majority of demand for
wood and paper products is met by
imports.

Industry and manufacturing
The industrial sector contributed 31.6 per
cent to GDP in 2007, of which, 7.8 per
cent was manufacturing; as a whole it
employs around 20 per cent of the labour
force. Industrial growth matched the trend
in GDP, with a low rate of 0.9 in 2003
that jumped to 2.5 in 2004.
In the mid-1960s the government began
a policy of rapid industrialisation, espe-
cially in the areas of iron and steel and
other heavy industries. Factories turn out a
wide range of products, including tractors
and television sets. In 2007 the
state-owned Handasieh, in partnership
with the Iranian car manufacturer Khodro
Iran, began production of Syria’s first, do-
mestically built automobile.
Many of Syria’s industries are agrar-
ian-based, such as food processing and
textiles. Sugar processing, an important
activity, is mainly conducted by
state-owned enterprises. The textile indus-
try is the oldest-established, contributing
approximately 15 per cent of export earn-
ings. Other industries include cement,
soap, glass, footwear, leather goods and
brassware.

Tourism
Almost all governments have warned their
citizens not to travel to Syria until the con-
flict raging in 2011–12 has been
resolved.
Syria has many important ancient sites
dating back into antiquity, a number of
which are included on Unesco’s World
Heritage List, including the ancient cities
of Aleppo, Bosra and Damascus. The reli-
gious sites attract devotees of both Islam
(particularly Iranian pilgrims) and Chris-
tianity, as well as those interested in the

Greco-Roman occupation. Syria is a
member of the Euromed Heritage
Programme, a computerisation project,
sponsored by the EU, which focusses on
cultural tourists of archaeology, arts and
history, promoting sites through the
internet.
Travel and tourism contributed an aver-
age of 14.3 per cent of GDP over
2007–10. However, as the conflict inten-
sified throughout 2011 and foreign visi-
tors failed to arrive, by May 2012 hotel
occupancy had fallen to less than 15 per
cent. The industry used to employ 12.6
per cent of the workforce (691,430 jobs),
but by May 2012 the government esti-
mated that 40 per cent of all employment
in the industry had been cut.
Before the conflict, tourism had been a
growing industry with visitor numbers ris-
ing from 4.2 million in 2007 to 8.5 mil-
lion in 2010. Tourism is typically geared
to the Middle East market and is heavily
concentrated in Damascus. Tourists were
mainly Lebanese and Jordanian, although
Syria was also popular with the French
and Russians.
In September 2012 the ancient Aleppo
souk (market), included on Unesco’s
World Heritage List, was large destroyed
by fire. The blaze had apparently been
started during fighting between govern-
ment troops and insurgent militia.

Mining
The mining sector contributes up to 10
per cent to GDP and employs around 5
per cent of the working population. Syria
has large phosphate deposits which are
used in its growing fertiliser industry. Ap-
proximately 76 per cent of phosphate
mined is exported, with 10 per cent used
at the Homs fertiliser factory. Other min-
eral resources include gypsum.

Hydrocarbons
Proven oil reserves totalled 2.5 billion
barrels at the end of 2011, with produc-
tion of 332,000 barrels per day (bpd), a
fall of –13.7 per cent compared to
385,000 bpd in 2010. The government
plans to increase domestic consumption
of natural gas, allowing more oil to be ex-
ported, if it can develop local gas re-
sources and secure gas imports from
regional sources. However, with fixed and
subsidised oil prices, persuading the pop-
ulation to switch to gas may prove to be a
painful process.
The Syrian Petroleum Company (SPC) is
responsible for upstream production and
development, often in partnership with
small to medium sized foreign oil compa-
nies. Further oil production will be intensi-
fied through enhanced oil recovery
measures.
There are two state-owned oil refineries,
in Baniyas and Homs, with a total
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capacity of 239,865bpd. The construction
of three new refineries, with an additional
380,000bpd has been planned since
2005, but without tangible results in
2011. In December 2010, Syria and Ven-
ezuela signed a memo of understanding
(MOU), for the joint development of the
Froklos oil refinery, in eastern Homs. The
refinery was originally planned in 2008,
to process 140,000 barrels per day (bpd),
at an estimated cost of US$5 billion to
build. The MOU covers the work on plan-
ning, construction and operating the
plant.
Proven natural gas reserves were 300 bil-
lion cubic metres (cum) at the end of
2011, with production of 8.3 5.5 billion
cum. The Syrian Gas Company (SGC)
owns around 75 per cent of all domestic
gas fields and is responsible for industry
strategy, including the adoption of inves-
tor-friendly policies. There are ongoing in-
ternational agreements for exploration
and joint production of natural gas fields.
The first commercial flows of natural gas
began in 2010, from the US$1.2 billion
Ebla gas development, which includes the
Ash Shaer and Cherrife developments of
over 1,251 square kilometres. The Ebla
facility, which includes a gas gathering
and compression station, around 80km of
gas pipeline and a gas treatment plant, is
designed to produce 2.3 million cum per
day, plus liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).
Iran, Iraq and Syria signed a US$10 bil-
lion agreement in 2011 to build an ex-
tended, 1,500km gas pipeline through
Iraq (close to Bagdad) to Damascus in
Syria to deliver 110 million cum per day.
Syria is beginning to convert oil-fired elec-
trical generating plants to natural gas, as
oil stocks decline, but will be dependant
on imported gas from other Middle East-
ern countries.
There are several pipelines either in oper-
ation, under construction or being
planned. A 32km gas pipeline, Gasyle 1,
connecting the Syrian Banias gas pipeline
to the Deir al Ammar Beddawi power
plant in northern Lebanon was built to ex-
port Syrian gas, but political and eco-
nomic considerations have changed its
role and it is expected to become a spur
of the natural gas pipeline running from
Egyptian gas fields in Sinai to Jordan and
Syria – with a possible extension to Turkey
and Europe.
Coal is not produced but around 2,000
tonnes of coke per annum is imported.

Energy
Total installed generating capacity was
7,502MW in 2007, producing over 35
billion kilowatt hours (kWh). The govern-
ment is promoting the rapid development
of gas production for electricity generation
and converting oil-fired electrical

generating plants to natural gas. The
Tishreen Power Plant will be expanded,
following a contract signed in October
2009 with the Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited (BHEL) of India, to increase gener-
ating capacity by 400MW, at a cost of
€300 million (US444.6 million). Two new
generators of 200MW are scheduled to
be installed by August 2012.
The state-run Public Establishment for
Electricity Generation and Transmission
(PEEGT) is responsible for generation and
transmission and the Public Establishment
for Distribution and Exploitation of Electri-
cal Energy (PEDEEE) deals with sales and
distribution. Annual growth in consump-
tion has been 7 per cent and generating
capacity must have an additional
3,500MW by 2010 to meet domestic de-
mand. However, lack of investment has
hampered efforts.
Power failures have been experienced
during summer when drought conditions
have suspended operation of the three hy-
droelectric power stations on the Euphra-
tes River. Despite shortcomings in its
system, Syria is a net exporter of electric-
ity, being part of an integrated power grid
linked to Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey.

Financial markets
Syria’s first stock exchange since the
1960s opened for business on 9 March
2009, under the supervision of the Syrian
Commission on Financial Markets and
Securities, in a crucial step by government
to liberalise the state-controlled economy.
The Damascus Securities Exchange ini-
tially trades in six companies, on the two
days a week it operates.
Stock exchange
Damascus Securities Exchange

Banking and insurance
A series of reforms since 2000 has in-
cluded official approval of private bank-
ing, in joint ventures, with foreign equity
limited to 49 per cent, to be sited in ‘free
zones’. The role and status of the central
bank was redefined with the establishment
of the Conseil Monétaire et de Crédit
(CMC) (Monetary and Credit Council)
which was established to supervise mone-
tary policy and co-ordinate the activities
of private banks. Restrictions on the trad-
ing of foreign currency and the need for a
majority local partner will be a disincen-
tive to a wider pool of potential
participants.
Three Lebanese banks – Fransabank,
Banque Européenne pour le Moyen Ori-
ent and Société Générale
Libano-Européenne de Banque – opened
branches in the free zones. Five other
non-Syrian banks, including the Jordanian
Arab Bank and Housing Bank for Trade
and Finance (HBTF) were later given ap-
proval to begin trading.

The government has eased the ban on
domestic nationals opening foreign cur-
rency accounts. Nevertheless this reform
has been of limited benefit as it is still
technically illegal to hold hard currency
and most Syrians continue to channel
their funds through Lebanese banks. The
lack of domestic credit and the poor qual-
ity of Syria’s banking sector represent a
major hindrance to the development of
the country’s economy.
Central bank
Central Bank of Syria
Main financial centre
Damascus

Time
GMT plus two hour (daylight saving, April
to October, GMT plus three hours)

Geography
Syria is bordered by Turkey to the north;
by the Mediterranean Sea and northern
Lebanon to the west; by Israel and Jordan
to the south; and by Iraq to the east.
Western Syria contains a series of moun-
tain ranges, lying parallel to the Mediter-
ranean. The northern range is separated
from Syria’s coastline by a narrow plain.
The highest peak is Jabal ash Shaykh
(Mount Hermon) in the extreme
south-west of the country. To the east of
the mountains, the Euphrates River crosses
partly cultivatable plains in the north,
while the central and southern areas con-
sist mainly of desert plains.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
Syria has a moderate Mediterranean cli-
mate, four distinct seasons, and cloudless
blue skies for the greater part of the year.
Temperatures in autumn and spring range
between 20 and 25 degrees Celsius (C),
30–35 degrees C in summer (May–Sep-
tember) and 5 to 10 degrees C in winter.
Winter is generally moderate but wet in
the coastal region and cold inland; sum-
mer is hot and dry inland, hot and humid
on the coast.

Dress codes
Lightweight clothing is needed during the
hottest months (May–September). Both
men and women should dress discreetly in
public. For business meetings men should
wear a suit and tie, women a two-piece
suit or equivalent. On social occasions
dress as for business meetings unless oth-
erwise indicated.

Entry requirements
Passports
Passports are required by all and must be
valid for at least a month from the date of
visit. Passports that carry an Israeli visa
are prohibited.
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Visa
Required by all except Arab nationals. All
visas should be acquired before travelling.
Business visas require a letter of introduc-
tion and full itinerary along with the appli-
cation. Contact the nearest consulate for
further details.
Visa extensions are needed for visits over
15 days and can only be obtained from
the Syria Immigration and Passport
Administration.
Prohibited entry
Nationals of Israel, holders of passports
with evidence of travel in Israel.
Currency advice/regulations
The import and export of local and for-
eign currency is limited to US$5,000 (or
equivalent).
Travellers cheques are not widely ac-
cepted outside the main cities.
Customs
Personal items are duty-free. Gold jewel-
lery must be declared on arrival.
Prohibited imports
Firearms, ammunition; birds and bird
products.

Health (for visitors)
Medical services are well developed and
many doctors speak English.
Mandatory precautions
A certificate of vaccination against yellow
fever is required if travelling from an in-
fected area.
Advisable precautions
Typhoid, tetanus, hepatitis A and polio
immunisations are recommended, and
anti-malaria precautions should be taken.
There is a risk of rabies.

Hotels
Rooms are in short supply, and it is essen-
tial to book in advance. At first-class and
international hotels, it will be necessary to
pay in foreign currency (Arab nationals
and resident foreigners exempted).
Hotels in Damascus are located close to
most tourist attractions.

Credit cards
Credit cards are accepted in main busi-
ness areas – contact the card provider for
more details. Charge cards are not
accepted.
In 2003, the Real Estate Bank (REB) be-
came the first Syrian bank to accept
MasterCard and Visa cards issued
abroad.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 8 Mar (Revolu-
tion Day), 21 Mar (Mothers’ Day), 17 Apr
(Independence Day), 1 May (Labour Day),
6 May (Martyrs’ Day), 6 Oct (Liberation
War Day), 25 Dec (Christmas Day).
Holidays that fall at the weekend are
taken later in lieu.

Variable dates
Eid al Adha (three days), Islamic New
Year, Birth of the Prophet, Eid al Fitr (three
days).
Islamic year 1435 (5 Nov 2013–24
Oct 2014):: The Islamic year contains
354 or 355 days, with the result that Mus-
lim feasts advance by 10–12 days against
the Gregorian calendar. Dates of feasts
vary according to the sighting of the new
moon, so cannot be forecast exactly.

Working hours
Friday is the weekend break.
Banking
Sat–Thu: 0800–1400; early closing Thu.
Business
Sat–Thu: 0830–1430.
Government
Sat–Thu: 0830/0900–1300/1400,
1600/1700–1900/2000.
Shops
Sat–Thu: 0930–1400, 1630–2100 (sum-
mer); Sat–Thu: 0930–1400, 1600–2000
(winter).

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
Two networks exist: GSM 900 and 1800

Electricity supply
220V, 50Hz AC with European, two-pin
plugs.

Weights and measures
Metric system (local units also in use).

Social customs/useful tips
Appointments should be made in ad-
vance. Punctuality is appreciated. It is
conventional to shake hands on meeting
and taking leave. Sometimes a confer-
ence visit is a way of doing business. The
host may hold several conversations with
guests at the same time. It is not custom-
ary to start talking business immediately.
At meetings it is polite to drink coffee or
tea, when offered. It is useful for business
cards to have Arabic translations on the
reverse side. A few words of Arabic will be
appreciated.
Smoking in cafes, restaurants and other
public places, including educational insti-
tutions, health centres, sports halls, cine-
mas, theatres and public transport, was
banned by presidential decree in October
2009. There is a fine of Syr£2,000
(US$46). The ban includes the hub-
ble-bubble pipe.
Do not drink in public during Ramadan.
Islamic customs should be respected.
Shoes should be removed on entry to
mosques. Women should dress modestly.
It is the convention to use the right and
not the left hand when shaking hands and
passing or receiving anything.
Alcohol is available to visitors.
Do not photograph anything remotely
connected with the armed forces,

including radio transmission aerials, and
remember that some Syrians, particularly
in rural areas, may regard cameras with
suspicion.
It is considered very impolite for men to sit
next to women on buses.
The punishment for possession of drugs is
life imprisonment. For drug trafficking, the
death penalty applies.
Travellers cheques are generally accepted
in the main cities although it is advisable
to take US dollars as well. Accommoda-
tion in all hotels must be paid in hard cur-
rency, except one-star hotels. Food,
beverages, telephone calls etc can be
paid in local currency. It is illegal to
change money on the streets. Only
change money in recognised exchange
shops, banks and hotels.

Security
Visitors should keep in touch with devel-
opments in the Middle East as any in-
crease in regional tension might affect
travel advice. Visitors are advised to carry
identity documents at all times. Avoid driv-
ing outside the main cities at night.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Syrianair
International airport/s: Damascus Inter-
national (DAM), 29km south-east of city,
with banking, refreshments and duty-free
shop. A bus service operates every 30
mins from 0600-2300, into the city
centre.
Aleppo (ALP) 10km from city, with bank-
ing, refreshments and duty-free shop.
Taxis are available from both airports,
and fares should be negotiated before-
hand. Journey time into Damascus city
centre is 30 minutes, and 20 minutes into
Aleppo.
Airport tax: International departures:
Syr£200, excluding transit passengers.
Surface
Road: From Istanbul via Ankara the E5
road runs to Damascus via Aleppo. From
the east a road runs from Iran via Iraq,
and used to be considered excellent, how-
ever border crossings are sometimes sus-
pended. From the south the road from
Aqaba, (the terminus of the E5) runs via
Amman (Jordan), and includes stretches
of motorway. Other roads include those
from the Lebanon.
Service taxis are faster than buses and run
between Damascus-Amman or Irbid
(Jordan).
Rail: Routes link Syria with Istanbul and
Ankara (Turkey) and Amman (Jordan).
Sleeper-cars are available and all trains
are air-conditioned.
There are rail lines running from northern
Iraq to the Syrian coast, however services
are sometimes suspended.



Water: Car ferries sail from Bodrum (Tur-
key), Rhodes, Heraklion, Santorini and
Piraeus (Greece). Cruise ferries are run by
Italian, Greek, Cypriot and Turkish com-
panies, with sailings that vary from year to
year. Passage may take up to three days.
Ferries from Alexandria (Egypt) dock at
the Lebanese port of Beirut – the distance
to Damascus is shorter than via any Syrian
port; visitors should check the viability of
this route before travelling.
Main port/s: Latakia, Tartus and Banias.

Getting about
National transport
Air: There are internal flights by Syrianair
between Damascus, Aleppo, Latakia,
Qamishli and Deir ez-Zor.
Road: The 30,208km road network has
some 22,500km of relatively good sur-
faced roads linking main centres.
Buses: Luxury couch services operate be-
tween major towns. Bus tickets, with as-
signed seats, should be bought prior to
boarding. Qadmous, al Ahliah and al
Ryan are private bus companies.
Minibuses serve smaller locations; they
have no schedule and leave when full.
Microbuses are modern vans used on
short routes between cities and on routes
to small towns and villages. They are
more comfortable than the minibuses and
there is no standing room. Departures are
more frequent but they are more expen-
sive than the minibuses. Fares are usually
paid on board.
Taxis: May be used to travel between cities
as they are affordable; either negotiate a
fare with the driver or check that the meter
runs correctly. Long-haul service (shared)
taxis are also available on the more pop-
ular routes, they cost more than
microbuses but less than a personal taxi
hire.
Rail: Two classes of rail service are avail-
able, with restaurant cars, sleeping car-
riages and air-conditioning. The railway
links all the major cities and has a regular
timetable, but it can be slow so it may not
suit the business traveller.
City transport
Taxis: Yellow cabs in Damascus are ex-
pensive; always check the meter has been
set. Fares are mostly by negotiation. Driv-
ers do not expect a tip.
In other cities, fares are set by government
departments.
Buses, trams & metro: From airport to
city centre.
Car hire
Private cars are rarely available, but taxis
are reasonably priced.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these

addresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling (IDD)
code for Syria is +963, followed by the
area code and subscriber’s number:
Aleppo 21 Latakia 41
Damascus 11 Raqqah 22
Hassakah 52 Tartous 43
Homs 31 Zabadani 13

Chambers of Commerce
Federation of Syrian Chambers of Com-
merce, Mousa bin Nosair Street, PO Box
5909, Damascus (tel: 333-7344; fax:
333-1127; fax: syr-trade@mail.syr;
internet: www.fedcommsyr.org).

Aleppo Chamber of Commerce, Amir Pal-
ace Hotel Building, Bab Jnein Street, PO
Box 1261, Aleppo (tel: 223-8236; fax:
221-3493; e-mail: alepchmb@mail.sy).

Aleppo Chamber of Industry, PO Box
1859, Aleppo (tel: 362-0600; fax:
362-0040; e-mail: alpindus@net.sy).

Damascus Chamber of Commerce, 126
Mouawiah Street, Hariqa, PO Box 1040,
Damascus (tel: 221-1339; fax:
222-5874; e-mail: dcc@net.net).

Damascus Chamber of Industry,
Mouawiah Street, PO Box 1305, Damas-
cus (tel: 221-5042; fax: 224-5981;
e-mail: dci@mail.sy).

Damascus Countryside Chamber of Com-
merce, Bagdad Street, PO Box 5859,
Damascus (tel: 231-5653; fax:
231-3798).

Hasakah Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, PO Box 243, Hasakah (tel:
221-645; fax: 313-842).

Homs Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try, Abulauf Street, PO Box 440, Homs
(tel: 469-440; fax: 464-247; e-mail:
homschamber@homschamber.org).

Lattakia Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, PO Box 124, Latakia (tel:
479-530; fax: 478-526; e-mail:
lattakia@chamberlattakia.com).

Tartous Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, PO Box 403, Tartous (tel:
329-852; fax: 329-728; e-mail:
info@tarcci.com).

Banking
Agricultural Co-operative Bank; PO Box
4325, al Naanaa Garden, Damascus (tel:
221-3462, 222-139).

Commercial Bank of Syria (Banque
Commerciale de Syrie) PO Box 933,
Yousef Azmeh Square, Damascus (tel:
221-8890, 221-8891).

Industrial Bank; PO Box 7578,
Almuhandiseen Building, Maisaloun
Street, Damascus (tel: 222-8200).

Popular Credit Bank, PO Box 2841,
Maisaloun Street, Damascus (tel:
222-7604, 221-8555).

Real Estate Bank, PO Box 2337, Y al
Azme Square, Damascus (tel:
221-8602/3).

Central bank
Central Bank of Syria, PO Box 2254, 29
Ayar Street, Damascus (tel: 221-6581;
fax: 245-5576).

Stock exchange
Damascus Securities Exchange,
www.dse.gov.sy

Travel information
Silk Road Travel and Tourism, Fardoss
Street, PO Box 12958, Damascus (tel:
223-0500/5; fax: 223-1138, 231-5555;
email: hanano@silkroad-tours.com).

Syrianair, Syrian Arab Airlines, Youssef al
Azmeh Square; PO Box 417, Damascus
(tel: 223-1838, 223-2154; fax:
221-4923; internet: www.syriaair.com).

Ministry of tourism
Ministry of Tourism, Kwatli Street, Barada
Bank, Damascus (tel:
221-0122/223-7940; fax: 224-2636;
web: www.syriatourism.org).

Ministries
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Re-
form, Sa’dallah Al Jaberi Street, Damas-
cus (tel: 221-3613/222-2513; fax:
224-4078/224-4023; web:
www.syrianagriculture.org).

Ministry of Al Awkaf, Rukeneddin, Damas-
cus (tel: 441-9079/441-9080; fax:
419-969).

Ministry of Construction and Building,
Sa’dallah al-Jaberi Street in Front of the
Mail Center, Damascus (tel:
222-3595/222-7966/222-3196/222-35
97).

Ministry of Communications, Al Salheyeh,
Damascus (tel: 222-7033/34; fax:
224-6403).

Ministry of Culture, Al Rawda, George
Haddad Street, Damascus (tel:
333-1556/333-8633/338-600; fax:
332-0804).

Ministry of Defense, Omayad Square, Da-
mascus (tel: 777-0700/880-980/371-
0980/372-0936).

Ministry of Economy and Foreign Trade,
Maysaloun Street, Damascus (tel:
221-3514/221-3515; fax: 222-5695;
web: www.syrecon.org).

Ministry of Education, Al Mazraa, Al
Shahbandar Square, Damascus (tel:
444-4703/4/2/444-4800; fax:
442-0435).
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Ministry of Electricity, Kwatli Street, Da-
mascus (tel: 222-3086/222-9654; fax:
222-3686).

Ministry of Environment, Al Salheyeh, Da-
mascus (tel: 222-2600/1/2/3/4; fax:
333-5645).

Ministry of Finance, Al Sabee Bahrat
Square, Baghdad Street., Damascus (tel:
221-9600/1/2/3; fax: 222-4701).

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Muhajereen,
Shora Avenue, Damascus (tel:
333-1200/4/333-7200; fax: 332-0686).

Ministry of Health, Parliement Street, Da-
mascus (tel: 333-9600/1/2; fax:
222-3085).

Ministry of Higher Education, Al Rawda,
Kasem Amin Avenue, Damascus (tel:
333-0700/1/2/3; fax: 333-7719; web:
www.syrianeducation.org).

Ministry of Housing and Utilities,
Al-Salheyeh, Yousef Azmeh Square, Da-
mascus (tel:
372-2552/221-7571/221-7572/372-25
52; fax: 221-7570).

Ministry of Information, Mezzeh Autostrad,
Dar al Ba’th Building, Damascus (tel:
666-4600/666-4601; fax: 662-0052).

Ministry of the Interior, Al Bahsah Street,
Damascus (tel: 223-8682/223-8683;
fax: 224-6921).

Ministry of Justice, El-Nasre Street, Da-
mascus (tel: 221-4105/220-302; fax:
224-6250).

Ministry of Industry, Maysaloun Street, Da-
mascus (tel: 223-1834; fax: 223-1096;
web: www.syrianindustry.org).

Ministry of the Interior, Al Shuhadaa
Square, Damascus (tel:
221-1001/221-9401; fax: 222-3428).

Ministry of Irrigation, Fardoss Street, Da-
mascus (tel: 221-2741/222-1400; fax:
332-0691).

Ministry of Petroleum and Mineral Re-
sources, Adawi, Insha’at; PO Box 31483,

Damascus (tel: 444-5610/445-1624;
fax: 445-7786).

Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour, Al
Salheyeh, Yousef Azmeh Square, Damas-
cus (tel: 221-0355/222-5948; fax:
224-7499).

Ministry of Supply and Internal Trade, Al
Salheyeh, Damascus (tel:
221-9044/221-9241; fax: 221-9803).

Ministry of Transport, Al Jalaa Street, Da-
mascus (tel: 333-6801/2/3; fax:
332-3317; web: www.min-trans.net).

Syrian Cabinet of Ministers, Shahbandar
Street, Damascus (tel: 222-600
/222-1000/211-0212).

Other useful addresses
Arab Advertising Organisation,
Moutanabbi Street, PO Box 2842,
Damascus.

British Embassy, Kotob Building, 11 Mohd
Kurd Ali Street, Malki PO Box 37, Damas-
cus (tel: 371-2561/3).

Cotton Marketing Organisation, BP 729,
Rue Bab al araj, Aleppo (tel: 238-486).

Director General of the Damascus Inter-
national Fair, Kouwatli Street, Damascus
(tel: 229-853/840/914).

General Organisation for Cement, PO
Box 5265, Damascus (tel: 666-7000/3).

General Organisation for Chemicals and
Foodstuffs, PO Box 893, Damascus (tel:
222-8521, 222-5421).

General Organisation for Engineering In-
dustries, PO Box 3120, Damascus (tel:
212-1824/5).

General Organisation for Machinery and
Equipment, PO Box 3130, Damascus (tel:
221-8223, 221-8156; fax: 221-1118).

General Organisation for Metals and
Building Materials, PO Box 3136, Da-
mascus (tel: 442-0941, 442-0944,
442-0948; fax: 442-0947).

General Organisation for the Textile In-
dustries, BP 620, Rue Fardoss, Damascus

(tel: 221-6200, 222-7158; fax:
221-6201).

General Organisation for Trading and
Distribution, PO Box 15, Damascus (tel:
221-0396).

General Organisation of Free Zones, PO
Box 2790, Damascus (tel: 219-137).

International Centre for Agricultural Re-
search in the Dry Areas, Box 5466,
Aleppo.

Public Establishment for Distribution and
Exploitation of Electric Energy, PO Box
35199, Damascus (tel: 224-5926,
222-3086, 222-9654).

Public Establishment for Electricity Gener-
ation and Transmission, PO Box 3386,
Damascus (tel: 212-9795, 211-9935;
fax: 222-9062).

Syrian Embassy (USA), 2215 Wyoming
Avenue, NW, Washington DC 20008 (tel:
(+1-202) 232-6313; fax: (+1-202)
234-9548; email: info@syrianembassy.
org).

Syrian Tourism Investment Forum, Damas-
cus (tel: 223-9383; email: in-
vest-souq@syriatourism.org;
www.syriatourism.com).

National news agency: SANA, PO Box
2661, Damascus (tel: 212-9702; fax:
222-4292; internet: www.sana.org).

Other news agencies: All4Syria
(www.all4syria.org).

Internet sites
Al Thawra newspaper: www.thawra.com

ArabNet: www.arab.net

Arabia Online: www.arabia.com

Ministry of Information:
www.moi-syria.com

Museums with no borders
www.discoverislamicart.org

Travel Information: www.visit-syria.com
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