
Sint Maarten

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
The islands of the Netherlands Antilles
were first inhabited by Carib and Arawak
Indians.
1493 Christopher Columbus was the first
European to sight the islands.
1499 The Spanish explorer, Alonso de
Ojedo, visited Curaçao but left without
establishing a settlement.
1527 The islands were settled, mainly by
Spanish and Portuguese Jews escaping
persecution.
1634 The Dutch East India Company
took over the islands, ‘persuading’ the
settlers to depart, first from St Maarten
and later from Aruba.
1642–46 Peter Stuyvesant was governor.
1816 After a number of changes in pos-
session, the islands – Curaçao, Aruba and
Bonaire (part of the Leeward Islands), St
Eustatius, Saba and Sint Maarten (half of
which is the French territory of St Martin)
(which are part of the Windward Islands) –
were confirmed as Dutch territory.
1863 Slavery was abolished.
1916 The first oil refinery was opened in
Curaçao.
1954 Internal autonomy was granted as
associated states within a federacy.
1986 Aruba separated from the other is-
lands and became a self-governing mem-
ber of the Kingdom of The Netherlands.
The remaining islands became the Antilles
of Five.
1998 A general election resulted in a
six-party coalition government under
Prime Minister Suzanne Camelia-Römer.
1999 The Partido Laboral Krusado Popu-
lar (PLKP) (Labour Party People’s Crusade)
left the coalition, to be replaced by the
Partido Antiá Restrukturá (PAR) (Party for
the Restructured Antilles), with Miguel
Pourier becoming prime minister.
2000 In a referendum, St Maarten voted
in favour of separate status within the
Kingdom of The Netherlands and no lon-
ger to be a part of The Netherlands Antil-
les government.
2002 The ruling coalition was returned to
power in the elections.
2004 The coalition government avoided
collapse, caused by a corruption crisis,
when support was offered by the
Democratische Partij (DP) (Democratic
Party) of Bonaire. However the collapse fi-
nally arrived when the National People’s
Party (PNP) withdrew citing its unwilling-
ness to work with Justice Minster Ben
Komproe. Prime Minister Louisa-Godett

resigned and Etienne Ys became prime
minister.
2005 The islanders of Curaçao voted to
become an autonomous state within the
Kingdom of The Netherlands and break
with The Netherlands Antilles. The tiny
neighbouring island, Sint Eustatius, de-
cided to remain within the Antilles.
2006 Emily de Jongh-Elhage became
prime minister, following parliamentary
elections. The islands of Curaçao and St
Maarten signed an agreement of inde-
pendence with The Netherlands to be-
come autonomous territories within the
Kingdom of the Netherlands. At the same
time Bonaire, Saba and St Eustatius will
become city-states of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands. When these changes are en-
acted the Netherlands Antilles will cease
to exist. A new terminal at Curaçao Inter-
national Airport was opened, designed to
accommodate around 1.6 million passen-
gers per year. The growth in tourism on
the island and in the region is seen as a
major industry and a phase two expansion
is planned for when arrivals are expected
to reach 2.5 million in 2031.
2007 Negotiations for a change in their
status began between Bonaire, Saba and
St Eustatius and The Netherlands.
2010 In the last general election to be
held before The Netherlands Antilles
ceased to exist as a country, the Partido
Antiá Restrukturá (PAR) (Party for the Re-
structured Antilles) won six seats out of
22. In the first island council elections
held the Democratische Partij Sint
Eustatius (DPSE) (Democratic Party of Sint
Eustatius) won 17 per cent of the vote
(two seats out of 15), National Alliance
(alliance of two parties) 46 per cent
(seven), United People 36 per cent (six). A
national census was undertaken in July
that recorded a number of 37,249 peo-
ple. Following coalition talks Sarah
Westcot-Williams (DPSE) became prime
minister of the independent St Maarten.
On 10 October the Netherlands Antilles
ceased to exist and Curacao and St
Maarten became semi-autonomous coun-
tries within the kingdom of The Nether-
lands. Bonaire, St Eustatius and Saba
became Bijzondere Gemeenten (special
municipalities).
2011 In April, new visa requirements were
introduced that require visitors from Guy-
ana and Jamaica obtain a visa in their
home country before arriving in St
Maarten. Puerto Rico’s JetBlue Airways
launched a daily, nonstop service from
San Juan to St Maarten in mid-November.

1653

KEY FACTS

Official name: Sint Maarten (St
Maarten)

Head of State: Queen Beatrix of The
Netherlands, represented by
Governor Eugene Holiday (from
10 Oct 2010)

Head of government: Prime Minister
Sarah Westcot-Williams (from 10
Oct 2010)

Ruling party: Coalition government
led by Democratische Partij Sint
Maarten (DPSM) (Democratic Party
of St Maarten) (from 10 Oct 2010)

Area: 34 square kilometres

Population: 37,249 (2010; census
figure)

Capital: Philipsburg

Official language: Dutch and English
(official)

Currency: Netherlands Antilles
guilder (Naf) = 100 cents

Exchange rate: Naf1.79 per US$
(Dec 2012); (official rate pegged
to US$ since Jan 2000)

GDP real growth: -0.10% (2011)*

GDP: US$851.00 million (2011)*

Unemployment: 12.00% (2011)*

Inflation: 3.70% (2011)*

Balance of trade: -US$637.30
million (2012)*

* estimated figure
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2012 On 8 May the government led by
Prime Minister Sarah Westcot-Williams re-
signed. On 21 May a new cabinet,
headed by Sarah Wescot-Williams was
sworn in. On 25 November the central
bank announced that it would only allow
a maximum growth of domestic private
borrowing of 1 per cent until February
2013. The credit freeze, introduced in
March, was extended to address the per-
sistently high deficit on the current ac-
count. The fall in international reserves
was halted and began to increase.
2013 In its September report the Royal
Bank of Canada forecast growth in St
Maarten at 1.1 per cent for 2013,

Political structure
Constitution
A new constitution was formed in 2010.
Form of state
Parliamentary democratic monarchy.
Sint Maarten became a semi-autonomous
country within the Kingdom of the Nether-
lands on 10 October 2010. The Nether-
lands government remains responsible for
defence and foreign policy, and has over-
sight over Sint Maarten’s finances under a
debt relief agreement.
National legislature
The parliament is known as the Estates of
Sint Maarten (Estates). It has 15 members,
elected by popular vote for four-year
terms.
Legal system
The legal system is based on Dutch civil
law, with some English common law.
Judges are appointed by the monarch.
Rights of appeal exist from The Nether-
lands Antilles Court of Appeals to the Su-
preme Court of The Netherlands, in The
Hague.
Last elections
September 2010 (island council)
Results: Island council: Democratische
Partij Sint Eustatius (DPSE) (Democratic
Party of Sint Eustatius) 17 per cent of the
vote (tow seats out of 15), National Alli-
ance (alliance of two parties) 46 per cent
(seven), United People 36 per cent (six).

Political parties
Ruling party
Coalition government led by
Democratische Partij Sint Maarten (DPSM)
(Democratic Party of St Maarten) (from 10
Oct 2010)

Population
37,249 (2010; census figure)
Last census: July 2010: 37,249
Ethnic make-up
African and mixed race (85 per cent),
Carib Amerindian, white, East Asian.
Religions
Baptist, Roman Catholic, Protestant, Jew-
ish, Seventh-Day Adventist and others.

Health
Curaçao has two general hospitals and
one surgical hospital and receives patients
from the other islands of the former Neth-
erlands Antilles. Most health professionals
receive training in The Netherlands.
It is estimated that around 30 per cent of
the population of the former Netherlands
Antilles suffer from hypertension; psycho-
logical problems are also highly prevalent
among adults. The general standard of
health among the Antilleans is poor, with
poor nutrition and little or no exercise un-
dertaken by the adult population. The
Dutch government has assigned priority to
encouraging the population to develop
healthier lifestyles.
HIV/Aids
There is a national strategic action plan to
halt the rapid spread of the disease. The
drugs problem on the islands could prove
to be a potent source of transmission.
Life expectancy: 76.3 years (estimate
2003)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
2.1 births per woman (World Bank)
Birth rate/Death rate: 16 births per
1,000 population; 6.4 deaths per 1,000
population (2003).
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 11 per 1,000 live births
(2003)

Welfare
A public insurance programme covers
100 per cent of health care costs for
blue-collar workers. There is also an in-
surance fund for retired workers. Private
companies also provide insurance plans
for their employees. A social security fund
covers employees of small private
establishments.

Main cities
Philipsburg (capital, estimated population
1,669), Princess Quarter (16,516), Cul
De Sac (10,717), Cole Bay (8,223), Little
Bay (2,959).

Languages spoken
English is the most widely spoken, al-
though with a strong local dialect. Dutch
is typically used in official documents,
particularly in the legal field. Spanish and
French are also spoken.
Official language/s
Dutch and English (official)

Media
Press
Dailies: The only regional daily newspa-
per is Amigoe (www.amigoe.com), and
the local Daily Herald
(www.thedailyherald.com).
Broadcasting
There are several radio stations broad-
casting, including Island 92
(www.island92.com), SXM radio
(www.sxmradio.com), which offers a

number of genres. The Leeward Broad-
casting Corporation broadcasts in Sint
Maarten.
Channel 15 is the television station
broadcasting, which belongs to the SXM
network (www.sxmtv.15.com).

Economy
The former Netherlands Antilles economy,
virtually devoid of natural resources, was
heavily service-oriented, 84 per cent of
GDP, and based largely on tourism with
offshore financial services.
St Maarten’s economy is dominated by
toursim. Agriculture only accounts for 1
per cent of GDP, producing aloes, sor-
ghum, vegetables and tropical fruit. Dutch
aid remains important to the economy.
The unemployment rate remains high at
over 15 per cent. The island have a
higher per capita income and a well-de-
veloped infrastructure, compared with
other countries in the region.

External trade
There is trade in high-quality jewelry, sold
to tourist.
Imports
Foodstuff, gold and other precious met-
als, gem stones, consumer goods, vehi-
cles, household goods, petroleum
products and energy.

Agriculture
The agricultural sector contributes 1 per
cent to GDP and employs 5 per cent of
the workforce.
About 8 per cent of total area is cultivated
arable land. Soil is generally poor and
rainfall inadequate for most crops.
Small amounts of fruit and vegetables are
grown for local consumption

Tourism
Tourism is the major industry and the ma-
jority of visitors are from the US (around
40 per cent of stay-over arrivals), followed
by South America, the Netherlands, Can-
ada and the Caribbean. Most activities on
offer to visitors are typically energetic and
based around the sea and beach.
The numbers of ships and passengers fell
in 2009 before recovering, so that in
2010 there were 551 ships visiting with
1.5 million passengers.
Growth in tourism in 2010 was just 0.7
per cent, despite an increase in stay-over
arrivals during the winter months (up by
4.8 per cent), without this the overall fig-
ure would have been negative.

Banking and insurance
Under an EU tax directive introduced in
2005 in a number of associate and de-
pendent EU countries, impose a withhold-
ing tax to be passed to the relevant EU
country but typically retains the anonymity
of the saver. Withholding taxes began at



15 per cent and will rise to 35 per cent by
2011.
The Netherlands Antillies has also agreed
to supply information on tax fraud, for
criminal or civil trials, and notify EU mem-
ber states about additional malpractice.
Central bank
Centrale Bank van Curaçao en Sint
Maarten (Central Bank of Curaçao and
St. Maarten) (CBCS)

Time
GMT minus five hours (minus six hours
during summer daylignt saving).

Geography
Sint Maarten is the southern 34 square
kilometres of the island it shares with the
French territory of Saint Martin (37square
km), in the Windward islands located
250km north of the coast of Guadeloupe,
in the Caribbean Sea.
The terrain is dry and volcanic, with little
fresh water available and scant rainfall.
There are several mountains, of which Pic
Paradis is the largest (424 metres). There
are two saltwater pans within Sint Maarten
and a large one shared with St Martin.
Tourists are drawn to the extensive white
beaches and azure waters around the
coasts on which its towns are built – the
interior of the island is largely
uninhabited.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
The average annual temperature is 27
degrees centegrade, the total average
rainfall is 995mm. Along with all Carib-
bean islands St Maarten is subject to
hurricans, typically between
June–Septermber.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all and must be valid for at
least three months from date of departure.
Visa
Not required by nationals of countries
which are signatories of the Schengen Ac-
cords, which includes most EU/EEA mem-
ber states; North America and Australasia
for visits up to three months.
Work permits must be obtained before ar-
rival. See www.stmaarten-info.com (infor-
mation page) for details.
All visitors must provide evidence of suffi-
cient funds for their stay and a return/on-
ward ticket.
Currency advice/regulations
There are no restrictions regarding the im-
port and export of local or foreign
currencies.
The US dollar is freely used and travellers
cheques are widely accepted. ATM ma-
chines often accept international bank
cards.

Prohibited imports
Include illegal drugs, weapons, ammuni-
tion, explosives and incendiary items, live
animals and fresh foolstuffs, without
permits.
It is illegal to export coral and marine
shells from Sint Maarten.

Hotels
There are numerous hotels and of a range
of qualities, all located near beaches. A
government tax of 5 per cent and 10–15
per cent is added to the bill.

Credit cards
All major cards are accepted.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 30 Apr (Queen’s
Birthday), 1 May (Labour Day), 11 Nov (St
Maarten Day), 25–26 Dec (Christmas).
Variable dates
Good Friday and Easter Monday
(Mar/Apr) Publis Day and Carnival (two
day in Apr) Ascension Day (Aug), King-
dom Day (Dec).

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Fri: 0830–1200, 1330–1630.
Business
Mon–Fri: 0830–1200, 1330–1630.
Government
Mon–Fri: 0830–1200, 1330–1630.
Shops
Mon–Sat: 0800–1200, 1400–1800.
Tourist shops open on Sundays and public
holidays and when cruise ships call.

Electricity supply
110V with US style plugs and sockets.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Windward Islands Air-
ways and AirStMaarten are both commer-
cial organisations.
International airport/s: Princess Juliana
International Airport (SXM); located 15km
northwest of Philipsburg, with shops and
restaurants. Intercontinental flights arrive
during the main holiday seasons and
inter-regional flights, particularly to other
small Caribbean islands, throughout the
year. Taxis, car hire and limousines, with
chauffeur, are available.
Airport tax: All fees are included in the
price of ticktes.
Surface
There are no road borders between the
French north and Sint Maarten.
Water: There are ferries operating be-
tween Sint Maarten, Saint-Martin, St
Eustatius and Saba.

Getting about
Car hire
Car and motorcycle hire is widely avail-
able. An international licence is required.

Chauffeured limousines are also avail-
able, with daily rates.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Telephone area codes
The international dialling code (IDD) for
St Maarten is + 599, followed by area
code and subscriber’s number.

Useful telephone numbers
Police emergency: 911
Ambulance emergency
Fire: 919
Police and immigration department:
542-2222
Lt. Governor’s Office: 542-6085
Tourism office: 557-7966

Banking
Algemene Bank Nederland, Frontstraat,
PO Box 295, Philipsburg, St Maarten (tel:
9542-7520).

Windward Islands Bank Ltd, Pondfill,
Philipsburg, PO Box 220, St Maarten (tel:
542-2313; fax: 542-4761; internet:
wib-bank.net).

Scotiabank, Backstreet 61, Philipsburg,
PO Box 303, St Maarten (tel: 542-3317;
fax: 542-2435; email: bns@stmaarten@
scotiabank.com).

Central bank
Centrale Bank van Curaçao en Sint
Maarten (Central Bank of Curaçao and
St. Maarten) (CBCS), Walter Nisbeth
Road 25, Pondfill, Philipsburg (tel: 42-
3520; fax: 42-4307: email: info@
centralbank.an).

Ministries
The Lieutenant Governor, Government
Administration Bld, Clem Labega Sq,
Philipsburg (tel: 542-6085; fax:
952-4884).

Office of the Minister Plenipotentiary of
the Netherlands Antilles, Badhuisweg
175, 2597 JP The Hague, The Nether-
lands (tel: (+31-70) 351-2811; fax:
(+31-70) 351-2722).

Other useful addresses
St. Maarten Medical Centre, Cay Hill, (tel:
543-1111).

Internet sites
Government of St Maarten: www.
stmaarten-info.com

Princess Juliana International Airport:
www.pjiae.com

St Maarten tourist information portal:
www.st-maarten.com
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