
Sierra Leone

E
xpansion of the extractive sector in
Sierra Leone, especially following
the recent discoveries of iron-ore

mines, has spawned a process of structural
transformation of the economy. The coun-
try is currently experiencing a shift of pro-
ductivity from the primary sector to the
mining and extractive activities. As a re-
sult, according to the African Economic

Outlook 2013 (AEO), published jointly by
the African Development Bank and the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development, the mining sector has
become the main driver of economic
growth leading to an unprecedented high
growth.

Agriculture and mining
Rapid productivity growth is often ac-
companied by declining shares of agricul-
ture in gross domestic product (GDP) and
employment reflecting the migration of
resources toward high productivity indus-
tries and services. In Sierra Leone, natural
resources have favoured a type of trans-
formation in which the extractive industry
plays a more dominant role than services
or manufacturing. Agriculture remains the
most important sector of the economy.
However, its contribution to the economic
growth has declined from 4.5 per cent in
2003 to 2.8 per cent in 2012 and its aver-
age productivity growth did not exceed 3

per cent during the period 1995–2010
with an annual percentage change in agri-
cultural output share of 1.7 per cent during
this period. The poor performance of the
agriculture sector is mainly explained by
poor irrigation, lack of fertilisers and
other inputs, shrinking land use, infra-
structure constraints and the fact that the
government’s ‘tractorisation’ policy,
which aims at expanding land under culti-
vation, has reached its limit. Some kind of
backup policy seems needed to enhance
productivity and the processing of
produce.

On the other hand, development of the
extractive sector has led to a construction
boom to upgrade infrastructure and build
roads connecting the mines to port facili-
ties. For example, the international min-
ing company operating the Marampa and
Tonkolili iron ore mines, African Miner-
als Limited, is planning to invest in trans-
port facilities linking the mines to the
country’s maritime port.

As a result, the share of the construction
sector rose from 1.6 per cent of GDP in
2001 to 2.2 per cent in 2012 and its contri-
bution to the economic growth, which had
decreased from 0.3 per cent in 2003 to 0.1
per cent in 2009, accelerated starting in
2010 and reaching 0.4 per cent in 2012 re-
flecting the indirect effects of the develop-
ment in the mining sector on the one hand
and the upgrade in infrastructure on the
other.

However, it is also important to note,
says the AEO, that the last decade was a
post-conflict period in Sierra Leone and
the development of the construction sec-
tor was a need and was not only driven by
productivity issues. Manufacturing did
not benefit from these changes and its
share in GDP has rather regressed from
3.12 per cent to 2.3 per cent during the pe-
riod 2001–12. Likewise, services share
has tumbled from 41.2 per cent of GDP in
2001 to 31.1 per cent in 2012 and the sec-
tor has been heavily concentrated in low
value-added informal sectors such as re-
tail trade.

Despite a capital shift to the mining and
construction sectors, labour transfer to
these sectors has been low due to the fact
that extractive activities and construction
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are capital intensive, as mentioned earlier.
Moreover, the poor quality and coverage
of education and training did not help to
facilitate the shift of labour into high
value-added industries.

The economy
Supported by the expanding mining and
extractive sector, real GDP growth (in-
cluding iron ore) leapt from 6 per cent in
2011 to 16.7 per cent in 2012 but is pro-
jected to slow down to a more sustainable
rate of 7.2 per cent in 2013. It is projected
to rise to 12.1 per cent in 2014 mainly on
account of the expected start of new iron
ore projects and improvements in infra-
structure. The economic expansion has
also been strengthened in 2012 by the ro-
bust growth of agricultural production
(particularly crop production) and high in-
ternational prices for diamonds and alu-
minium, Sierra Leone’s major exports.
Real GDP growth depends on weather
conditions and is likely to be dampened by
power distribution that continues to be in-
efficient and poor infrastructure linking
mines to port facilities (despite some im-
provements). Sustainability of real GDP
growth will also depend on governance
and good management of the new iron ore
projects’ revenues.

Agriculture continues to be the largest
contributor to GDP although its share de-
creased from 55.6 per cent of total output
in 2011 to 53.91 per cent in 2012. The sec-
tor has been an important driver of ‘inclu-
sive growth’ given the inclusivity of
agricultural activity, and is expected to
grow robustly in 2013 and 2014 as a result

of the new foreign financed projects such
as a major bio-ethanol programme and the
government’s focus on self-sufficiency in
rice production, which will in turn im-
prove the productivity of the sector and
the livelihoods of farmers. However, agri-
culture still suffers from inadequate rural
financial services, limited irrigation facili-
ties, weak rural infrastructure, weak ex-
tension services, and heavy reliance on
rain-fed agriculture. The Assessment of
the African Development Bank (AfDB)/
World Bank (WB) joint assistance strat-
egy for Sierra Leone (JAS) 2009-2012
showed that the agriculture sector has
benefited from a number of projects sup-
ported by international donors, especially
those financed by AfDB and the WB aim-
ing to improve efficiency and transpar-
ency in agriculture and fisheries. The
fisheries sector is also expected to be an-
other driver of growth, as the government
has started to cope with the challenges re-
lated to weak governance in the sector and
illegal fishing.

The mining and quarrying sector is a
booming sector and will continue to be
one of the main drivers of GDP growth
over the next few years as its share in GDP
more than doubled in 2012 (12.1 per cent)
compared to 2011 (5.4 per cent). The three
large mining projects (Tonkolili,
Marampa and Bembeye) started in 2012
will boost iron ore exports in 2013 and
2014 and make Sierra Leone one of Af-
rica’s largest iron ore producers within
five years. This will in turn improve the
country’s trade balance and enhance the
country’s tax collection efforts.

Sierra Leone is endowed with beautiful
beaches and has a reasonable potential for
tourism. Indeed, tourism is one of the four
pillars of the country’s first national ex-
port strategy launched in mid-2010. Ac-
cording to the World Travel and Tourism
Council (WTTC) the direct contribution
of travel and tourism to GDP has grown
by 6.6 per cent in 2012 compared to 2011
and its contribution to employment has
also grown by 3.3 per cent.

Robust economic growth has been ac-
companied by a tight monetary policy that
has reduced inflationary pressures. As a
result, inflation has dropped from 18.5 per
cent in 2011 to 11.6 per cent in 2012 and is
projected to return to a single-digit 7.1 per
cent in 2013 and 6.9 per cent in 2014 as
agricultural production recovers and in-
ternational food prices fall.The govern-
ment implemented several reforms to
contain inflation and has taken appropri-
ate monetary policy measures. Policies to
strengthen fiscal discipline in 2012 have
helped to reduce the fiscal deficit from 4.5
per cent of GDP in 2011 to 1.8 per cent in
2012, and is projected around 2.3 per cent
in 2013, and 2 per cent in 2014. The cur-
rent account deficit as a percentage of
GDP has also been reduced from 52.3 per
cent in 2011 to 44.0 per cent in 2012 as a
consequence of an expansion in the min-
erals and cash crop exports. It is projected
to shrink to 11.6 per cent in 2013 but to
slightly increase to 12 per cent in 2014.

Politics
Sierra Leone had its third post-war elected
government in November 2012. Not sur-
prisingly, incumbent President Ernest Bai
Koroma was re-elected for a second term
with 58.7 per cent of votes cast and his
party, All People’s Congress (APC), also
won, with an increase of 8 seats to 67 of
the 112 elected seats in Parliament.

Carter Center Observers report that the
election process was fair and transparent
with a strong security presence along with
the political party agents, international
observers, and citizen observers from the
National Election Watch (NEW) who vis-
ited all the polling centres. NEW reported
these were calm and well organised and
their personnel, including managers, data
entry clerks, and observer facilitators, ful-
filled their responsibilities with profes-
sionalism; they were receptive to
observers’ inquiries about the vote tabula-
tion. A few demonstrations took place
during the post-election period but were
calmed down quickly.

As a post-conflict country, Sierra Leone
has made significant progress since the
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KEY INDICATORS Sierra Leone

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m *5.80 *5.89 *5.75 *6.00 *6.16

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 1.95 1.88 1.91 2.20 *3.78

GDP per capita US$ 332 311 326 366 *613

GDP real growth % 5.5 3.2 5.0 5.3 *19.8

Inflation % 14.8 9.2 17.8 18.5 *13.8

Industrial output % change 2.0 -2.0 3.0 – –

Agricultural output % change 6.1 6.6 5.0 – –

Exports (fob) (goods) US$m 270.3 270.4 362.9 381.5 –

Imports (fob) (goods) US$m 511.9 511.9 735.9 1,631.1 –

Balance of trade US$m -241.5 -241.5 -373.0 -1,249.6 –

Current account US$m -290.1 -291.0 -482.9 -1,531.0 *-787.0

Total reserves minust
gold US$m 220.2 405.0 409.0 421.1 *478.0

Foreign exchange US$m 189.7 215.3 224.8 231.4 *306.1

Exchange rate per US$ 3,330.71 3,946.00 3,978.10 4,230.52 4,334.20

* estimated figure



end of the civil war in 2002 to improve its
democratic institutions, establish sustain-
able pluralism and achieve a reasonable
level of separation of powers.

Risk assessment
Politics Fair
Economy Fair
Regional stability Poor

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
1787 The state was founded by the British
as a homeland for freed slaves.
1808 Freetown became a British colony.
Over the following 60 years around
70,000 ex-slaves arrived in the country,
mainly in the Freetown area. The colonial
authorities appointed non-indigenous Afri-
cans to the civil service and senior admin-
istrative positions, thus laying the
foundation for future civil strife.
1954 Sierra Leone was allowed some de-
gree of self-rule through a new local ad-
ministration. Sir Milton Margai of the
Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP) was ap-
pointed the head of the newly-established
administration.
1961 Sierra Leone gained independence
from Britain in April, but remained part of
the Commonwealth. Sir Milton Margai
became the country’s first prime minister.
1964 Following Sir Milton’s death, his
half-brother, Sir Albert Margai, was ap-
pointed prime minister.
1967 The All Peoples Congress (APC)
won the parliamentary election, its leader,
Siaka Stevens, was appointed prime min-
ister. Sierra Leonean military officers
staged a coup.
1968 After an army revolt, Stevens and
the APC returned to government.
1971 Sierra Leone became a republic.
Stevens was appointed as the country’s
first president.
1978 A new constitution established
one-party rule with the APC as the only le-
gal party.
1985 Stevens retired, Major General Jo-
seph Momoh became president.
1991 Rebels opposed to the Momoh gov-
ernment – principally the Revolutionary
United Front (RUF) led by Foday Sankoh –
launched a series of attacks, which took
much of the eastern part of the country.
They were backed by Liberia.
1992 A coup brought Captain Valentine
Strasser to power. He presided over a mil-
itary government, which suspended the
constitution and ruled by decree.
1996 Strasser was deposed by Brigadier
Julius Bio. Multi-party elections ended
four years of military rule. Ahmed Tejan
Kabbah (SLPP) became president.
1997 Major Johnny-Paul Koroma led a
coup and ousted Kabbah, who went into

exile. The Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council (ARFC) was installed, backed by
the RUF. International sanctions were im-
posed. The Economic Community of West
African States (Ecowas) dispatched a
peace-keeping force – Ecowas Monitoring
Group (Ecomog) – in order to reinstate
the government of President Kabbah. A
peace accord was reached in October.
1998 Ecomog launched a military offen-
sive against the AFRC after Koroma
showed no sign of implementing the
1997 agreement and stepping down from
power. Ecomog ejected the AFRC from
Freetown and Kabbah returned to Sierra
Leone. The RUF remained in control of
large areas outside the capital. The civil-
ian population in rebel held territories
were subjected to brutal treatment, with
limb amputations meted out to victims of
all ages.
1999 RUF rebels counter-attacked the
capital and were finally driven off after
weeks of fierce fighting. Liberia was ac-
cused of supporting the rebels and trading
weapons for diamonds, mined in rebel
territories. The government and the RUF
signed a peace agreement, allowing for
the deployment of UN peace-keeping
forces.
2000 Foday Sankoh condemned the
presence of UN forces in the country. The
UN reported that civilians continued to be
mutilated, raped and abducted in rebel
held areas. RUF rebels clashed with UN
troops when they were required to disarm.
Over 13,000 UN troops held a limited
peace in the south while British paratroop-
ers trained government forces. Under a
UK plan, several thousand British troops
arrived to stabilise President Kabbah’s re-
gime. Sankoh was captured in Freetown
where he had been hiding for weeks.
Within two months, Britain withdrew most
of its forces leaving a contingent to con-
tinue training local government forces.
2001 Military operations continued to
push into lawless regions of the country
and restore civil society. Legislative and
presidential elections were postponed due
to the unstable security situation.
2002 The 11-year civil war was officially
declared ended and state of emergency
measures were lifted. Ahmad Tejan
Kabbah (SLPP) won a landslide victory as
president. The SLPP won the parliamen-
tary elections.
2003 Agriculture production recovered to
pre-war levels, as many people displaced
during the civil war returned to their
homes. Rebel leader Foday Sankoh died
of natural causes while awaiting trial for
war crimes.
2004 The first local elections in more
than three decades were held. A war
crimes court, staffed by senior US legal
personnel, began taking evidence for a

court mandated for three years and em-
powered to ‘arrest, try and convict’ those
accused of war crimes.
2005 The UN agreed that Charles Taylor
should be handed over to Sierra Leone to
stand trial for war crimes perpetrated by
Sierra Leone insurgents he had supported
while he was Liberian president. The last
UN-troops withdrew.
2006 Former Liberian president Charles
Taylor was flown from his exile in Nigeria
to Freetown, where he was wanted for war
crimes and his alleged role in Sierra Le-
one’s civil war. Taylor was transferred to
stand trial in the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) in The Hague (The Nether-
lands). The transfer was made possible af-
ter the UK agreed to provide detention
facilities if Taylor was convicted. In a deal
with creditors, around 90 per cent of Si-
erra Leone’s debt, worth about US$1.64
billion, was written off following measures
undertaken to stabilise the economy,
tackle poverty and improve governance,
with reforms in the economy, health, edu-
cation and government administration.
External debt was reduced to around
US$110 million.
2007 The Paris Club of creditors forgave
a further US$218 million of Sierra Leone’s
debt. The World Bank advised that the
money which would have been spent on
debt servicing should be spent on ‘legiti-
mate things for the people’. The vital
Mano River Bridge, connecting Sierra Le-
one with Liberia, was officially re-opened
in June. In general elections the opposi-
tion APC won 59 seats (out of 112), the
SLPP 43. After two rounds in the presiden-
tial election, Ernest Bai Koroma (APC)
won 54.6 per cent and Solomon Berewa
(SLPP) won 45.5 per cent.
2009 A special international court (mod-
elled on the Second World War
Nuremberg tribunal) convicted three men
of the RUF – ‘Interim Leader’ Issa Hassan
Sesay, former commander Morris Kallon
and Chief of Security Augustine Gbao –
of war crimes including murder, rape, en-
forced recruiting of child soldiers, sexual
slavery and the mutilating of limbs, which
took place under their leadership during
the civil war.
2010 Two senior officers of the defence
ministry were indicted for corruption in the
country’s first major criminal case against
corrupt officials. They were convicted,
fined and imprisoned. The Sierra Leonean
Human Rights Commission called for the
uncut diamonds that Charles Taylor had
given to fashion model Naomi Campbell
at a party in South Africa and which she
had given to aid the Nelson Mandela
Children’s Fund, to be returned to benefit
the people of Sierra Leone. UN sanctions,
including a ban on diamond exports and
an arms embargo, imposed in 1998 were
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lifted. A new offshore oil field discovery
was announced by the Spanish oil com-
pany, Repsol.
2011 Former junta leader (1996), Julius
Maada Bio (Sierra Leone People’s Party
(SLPP)) declared his candidacy for the
2012 presidential elections.
2012 On 30 May the ICC sentenced
Charles Taylor to 50 years in jail, to be
served in the UK. The senior judge said
Taylor ‘aided and abetted’ RUF rebels in
prolonging a conflict where ‘the lives of
many more innocent civilians in Sierra Le-
one were lost or destroyed as a direct re-
sult of his actions.’ A cholera outbreak
that began early in the year had by 20
August killed 176 people and infected
over 10,000. The presidential election
took place on 17 November, in which
nine candidates took part. Incumbent Er-
nest Bai Koroma (APC) won 58.7 per cent
of the vote, his nearest rival, Julius Maada
Bio (SLPP) won 37.4 per cent; no other
candidate won over 1.5 per cent of the
vote. In parliamentary elections held on
the same day, the APC won 67 seats (out
of 109 elected seats) and the SLPP won
42; seven other political parties and inde-
pendents failed to win any seats. 12 he-
reditary chiefs were elected to parliament
by their communities. The turnout was
87.3 per cent.
2013 On 7 August Ibrahim Bah, also
known as Ibrahim Baldeh, a former ally of
ex-President Charles Taylor, was deported
to his home country of Senegal; he had
been accused in a UN report as having
supplied arms to the rebels during the
11-year civil war..

Political structure
Constitution
The 1991 referendum, adopting a
multi-party parliamentary system, based
on the US model, was amended in 2002,
and introduced the District Block System
(DBS) for voting.
Independence date
27 April 1961
Form of state
Unitary republic
The executive
Executive power is vested in the president,
who is both Head of State and head of
government. The president is directly
elected for up to two, five-year terms.
The president appoints ministers, ap-
proved by parliament. The cabinet is com-
posed of ministers who are answerable to
the president.
National legislature
The unicameral Parliament (sometimes re-
ferred to as the House of Representatives)
has 124 members, of which 112 are
elected in multi-seat constituencies by
proportional representation from party
lists – with a threshold of 12.5 per cent

necessary for any constituency. The re-
maining 12 members are indirectly
elected paramount chiefs. All members
serve for five-year terms.
Legal system
It is based on English law and is com-
posed of a Supreme Court, Appeals Court
and a High Court.
A special war crimes court, operating un-
der Sierra Leonean law, was set up in
2004 to try those accused of heinous war
crimes.
Last elections
17 November 2012 (parliamentary and
presidential)
Results: Parliamentary: the All Peoples
Congress (APC) won 53.67 per cent of
the vote (59 seats out of 109 elected
seats), the Sierra Leone People’s Party
(SLPP) 38.25 per cent (43), the People’s
Movement for Democratic Change
(PMDC) 3.23 per cent (none; it lost 10
seats won in 2007), six other political par-
ties and independents each won less than
1.5 per cent of the vote and failed to win
any seats. 12 hereditary chiefs were
elected to parliament by their
communities.
Presidential: Ernest Bai Koroma (APC)
won 58.7 per cent of the vote, Julius
Maada Bio (SLPP) 37.4 per cent; seven
other candidate each won less than 1.5
per cent of the vote. Turnout was 87.3 per
cent.
Next elections
2017 (presidential and legislative)

Political parties
Ruling party
All People’s Congress (APC) (from 2007;
re-elected 17 Nov 2012)
Main opposition party
Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP)

Population
6.16 million (2012)*
Last census: December 2004:
4,963,298 (provisional)
Population density: 66 inhabitants per
square km. Urban population 38 per cent
(2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: 1.9 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Ethnic make-up
African groups: Temne (30 per cent),
Mende (30 per cent), others (20 per
cent)); Creole (Krio) (descendants of freed
Jamaican slaves settled in the Freetown
area in the late-18th century) (10 per
cent); refugees from Liberia’s civil war and
small numbers of Europeans, Lebanese,
Pakistanis and Indians.
Religions
Islam (60 per cent), indigenous beliefs (30
per cent), Christian (10 per cent).

Education
Government plans to increase primary
school enrolment and to reduce the gen-
der gap in education has only been under
way since 2001 and while enrolment lev-
els are rising the gender gap has also
widened. The civil conflict has left about
50 per cent of primary schools functioning
in inadequate accommodation. Unicef is
assisting in the provision of teaching and
learning materials and teacher training, it
is also funding the Complementary Rapid
Education for Primary Schools (CREPS)
programme, designed to enable
over-aged children to complete the pri-
mary school programme.
Primary education begins at aged six and
lasts for six years. Junior secondary school
lasts for three years. Students who are
successfully may progress to the senior
secondary school for a further three years
and then onto university.
The University of Sierra Leone is the only
institute of higher learning.
Literacy rate: 36 per cent (2004)
Compulsory years: Six to 12.
Enrolment rate: Primary school net en-
rolment/attendance was 69 per cent;
2005–09 (Unicef 2010).

Health
UN programmes aid the healthcare sys-
tem to improve the country’s ranking in
the Human Development Index which is
only one higher than Niger which, in
2005, is the lowest ranking. Around 70
per cent of the population lives below the
poverty line.
Technical aid, rehabilitation and funding
will be provided through a four-year
programme (2004–07), including mea-
sures to improve water sources and sani-
tation and HIV/Aids education and
prevention.
Donor support will have to be sustained
over the long-term to cope with the ongo-
ing rehabilitating of civil war amputees.
In April 2010, a new healthcare
programme was launched providing treat-
ment free of charge for pregnant women,
breast-feeding mothers and children un-
der the age of five years.
HIV/Aids
Aids has killed between two to three times
more people than during the civil war, yet
has received relatively little attention.
Around 68,000 people are infected with
HIV/Aids, 3,300 of them are under
15-years-old. Since the beginning of the
epidemic, over 56,000 children have lost
their mother or both parents. The spread
of the disease is due to a low prevelance
of condom use.
HIV prevalence: 0.9 per cent adult pop-
ulation (government statistic)
The Global Fund to Fight HIV/Aids, Tu-
berculosis and Malaria states government
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statistic significantly underestimates the
prevalence rate and puts the figure closer
to 3.4 per cent generally, and 5 per cent
in Freetown. An international medical
charity that undertook a study in Freetown
in 2004 found a prevalence rate of 4.6
per cent among prenatal women, a typi-
cally non-risk group, which suggests the
prevalence rate could be higher even than
the Global Funds’ estimation.
In February 2005 the government an-
nounced that it would undertake a nation-
wide survey to provide ‘baseline
information’ about HIV/Aids in Sierra
Leone.
Life expectancy: 39 years, 2004 (WHO
2006)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
5.0 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef); ma-
ternal mortality, 1,800 per 100,000 live
births (Unicef 2004).
Birth rate/Death rate: 44 births per
1,000 population; 20.7 deaths per 1,000
population (2003).
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 182 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012)
Head of population per physician:
0.03 physicians per 1,000 people, 2004
(WHO 2006)

Main cities
Freetown (capital, estimated population
853,651 in 2012), Bo (233,684),
Kenema (182,106), Makeni (109,125),
Koidu (92,770), Lunsar (24,450), Port
Koko (23,195).

Languages spoken
English is the main medium for business.
Mende is spoken principally in the south,
Temne in the north and Krio (Eng-
lish-based Creole) is spoken by 10 per
cent of the population and understood by
95 per cent.
Official language/s
English

Media
Press
Dailies: In English, main newspapers are
Concord Times
(www.concordtimessl.com), Standard
Times Press
(http://standardtimespress.net) and Awoko
(www.awoko.org), Awareness Times
(http://awarenesstimes.com) and Chris-
tian Monitor (www.christian-monitor.org).
Weeklies: Weeklies include New Sierra
Leonean, Vision and Weekend Spark.
Business: The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting publishes the quarterly Si-
erra Leone Trade Journal.
Broadcasting
Radio: The government-owned Sierra Le-
one Broadcasting Service (SLBS) broad-
casts in English, French and local
languages. There are several private

stations operating in the Freetown area,
including Sky FM, Kiss Fm, Radio Democ-
racy (run by the UN) and Voice of the
Handicapped (set up for the disabled, in-
jured during the civil war, but attracting a
wider audience). International broadcast
from RFI and BBC can be received.
Television: There are two commercial TV
stations (mainly received in Freetown
area) operated by SLBS and ABC TV.
The African Press Agency
(ww.apanews.net) and Panapress
(www.panapress.com) provide information
from Sierra Leone.

Economy
The economy is still dependent on its agri-
cultural base, which although primarily
subsistence farming, constituted 49 per
cent of GDP in 2010; the services sector
comprised 30.4 per cent and industry
22.7 per cent. The extraction industry
consists of mining large quantities of allu-
vial diamonds, plus deposits of other valu-
able minerals such as rutile, bauxite, gold
and iron ore. Sierra Leone’s mining sector
is of vital importance to bringing in for-
eign exchange. Before 1995 and the be-
ginning of a series of civil wars, when its
rutile (titanium ore) and bauxite opera-
tions closed down, the sector used to con-
tribute around 20 per cent of GDP. In
2010 mining constituted over 90 per cent
of exports, mostly artesian diamonds.
Rutile, bauxite and kimberlite mines have
resumed operations and other mines are
expected to start again before 2013.
Sierra Leone also has other natural re-
sources such as timber, fresh water and
offshore fishing grounds; its agricultural
products include coffee, palm oil, cassava
and rice and livestock
Since 2002, when the civil war ended, the
economy has recovered, albeit from a low
base, with GDP growth peaking at 9.7
per cent in 2004, but falling steadily after
this. In 2007, GDP growth was 6.4 per
cent, falling to 5.5 per cent in 2008, and
further still to 3.2 per cent in 2009 at the
depth of the global economic slump, as
monetary inflows were curtailed. As global
trade picked up in 2010 so growth
strengthened to 5 per cent, with an esti-
mated increase of 5.3 per cent in 2011.
Inflation has been historically high and
long-term, but it dropped briefly below
double digits to 9.5 per cent in 2006,
and 9.2 per cent in 2009 in years when
external pressures cut domestic spending.
However economists anticipate that infla-
tion is likely to remain in double digits ow-
ing to exogenous price shocks,
particularly in fuel and food, and a loose
monetary policy.
In 2011, the UN Human Development In-
dex (HDI) ranked Sierra Leone180 (out of
187) for national development in health,

education and income. In 2010, 57 per
cent of the population experienced at
least one indicator of poverty, while
62.79 per cent lived on the equivalent of
US$1.25 per day. To promote growth and
reduce poverty the government has fo-
cused on six key areas: state security, a
sustainable fiscal position, raising domes-
tic savings and investment, increasing in-
frastructure, agricultural and rural
development and promoting the private
sector.
Diamond exports are the largest foreign
exchange earner, with annual production
estimated at between US$250–300 mil-
lion, despite losses through illegal smug-
gling activities. Around a quarter of taxes
levied on diamond production is rein-
vested in mining communities to provide
social assets such as schools and roads,
as well as co-operatives to help miners
market their finds.
The economy is broadly open with the
government attempting to attract direct
foreign investment (FDI) through the sale
of state-owned financial, utility, commer-
cial and transport entities. FDI was
US$86.6 million in 2010, down from a
high of US$96.6 million in 2007. Be-
cause outright sale of national assets
might be unpalatable to the majority of Si-
erra Leoneans, the government proposed
incremental privatisation, with manage-
ment contracts offered along with pub-
lic/private partnerships. Sierra Leone has
one of the worst rates of gross domestic
savings in Africa and much remains to be
done to encourage a reversal in this
pattern.

External trade
Sierra Leone is a member of the Eco-
nomic Community of West African States
(Ecowas), which was set up to promote
economic integration among members. It
has a customs union with Liberia and
Guinea.
Mining natural resources provides the ma-
jority of export earnings with gem-quality
diamonds being paramount. Diamond ex-
ports, up to 2007, were officially reported
to be a record breaking 449,988 carats,
worth US$102 million, with an estimated
US$175 million due for the year. Exports
of rutile (titanium ore) and bauxite re-
sumed in 2005. Cash crops, coffee, co-
coa and palm oil, are exported to Europe.
Imports
Principal imports are foodstuffs (typically
over 30 per cent of total value), machin-
ery and vehicles, manufactured goods, fu-
els and lubricants, building materials,
cloths and textiles.
Main sources: China (16.2 per cent of
total in 2011), South Africa (10.9 per
cent), US (7.4 per cent).
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Exports
Commodity exports include diamonds,
rutile, bauxite, coffee, cocoa, fish and live
animals.
Main destinations: Belgium (28.9 per
cent of total in 2011), Romania (12.6 per
cent), The Netherlands (9.2 per cent).

Agriculture
The civil war seriously disrupted agricul-
tural activity, destroying the homes and
livelihood of many farming families. This
will impact on food security for a number
of years to come.
The agricultural sector contributes around
50 per cent to GDP and employs 65–75
per cent of labour force. Many young
people have left rural areas since 2002 to
find work in the cities.
Area under cultivation is approximately 25
per cent of the total land area. It is limited
by a traditional land tenure system and is
mostly in the hands of smallholders en-
gaged in subsistence farming.
Major cash export crops are cocoa, cof-
fee, palm kernels and ginger. Despite
government efforts towards self-suffi-
ciency, rice imports have risen. Other
food crops include maize, cassava, sweet
potatoes and sorghum.
Production has been hampered by poor
infrastructure, a lack of incentives and a
poor marketing and distribution system.
The fishing sector has two distinct pat-
terns. Coastal fishing, undertaken by men,
is commercially driven with catches either
sold fresh or preserved for transport in-
land. Inland fishing is performed by
women and largely for private
consumption.
While coastal fishing fleets have con-
tracted over the 2000s production has
risen.
The majority of vessels harvest shrimps.
The majority of timber production is used
as domestic fuel.
The Gola Forest Reserve, on the eastern
border with Liberia, was designated as a
national park. In 2008, the government
re-imposed an export ban on timber. It
accused foreign companies, in particular
Chinese loggers, of plundering the coun-
try’s timber assets and causing serious soil
erosion. The ban will be lifted when a pol-
icy that benefits local communities and
re-planting has been achieved.

Industry and manufacturing
The industrial sector accounts for around
30 per cent of GDP and employs 5 per
cent of the workforce.
The sector is mainly limited to food pro-
cessing and light manufacturing of con-
sumer goods such as cigarettes, alcoholic
beverages, plastic footwear, nails, paint
and confectionery. Emphasis is placed on
import substitution industries, but attempts
to establish heavy industry have met with

only limited success and have been un-
dermined by political instability.
Expansion is limited by weak local de-
mand, power shortages, foreign exchange
shortages and low investment.

Tourism
A decade after the end of the civil war
and Sierra Leone has made great strides
to offer new attractions in ecotourism and
modern accommodation. Although visitor
numbers have risen from 32,000 in 2007
to 39,000 in 2010, these are still well
short of the annual 100,000 visitors that
typically arrived before the war.
Travel and tourism contributed an aver-
age 7.5 per cent to GDP over 2007–11
and provided employment to 6.5 per cent
of the workforce (72,000 extended jobs)
over the same period.
The government considers tourism as an
important industry to promote growth and
as such has been active in its campaign to
secure greater foreign direct investment
(FDI), to improve infrastructure and other
tourism related facilities. However, as the
global economic crisis cut the levels of in-
ternational investment in general, FDI,
which had been US$96.6 million in
2007, fell to a low of US$57.6 million in
2008, before rising to US$86.6 million in
2010.
Sierra Leone still has to overcome the per-
ception by potential visitors that it is a
hazardous country. Tourism campaigns
and goodwill by returning visitors have
helped the industry to grow and its
long-term prospects appear good.

Mining
The mining sector contributes around 35
per cent to GDP and employs 10 per cent
of the workforce.
Diamonds play an essential part in the
economy. In 2004, US$126.7 million
gem-quality diamonds were exported and
revenue earned was US$4.2 million. The
government, in an effort to bring artisanal
mining into legal and regulated operation
and minimise smuggling, has introduced
a certification system for exporting dia-
monds and created a mining community
development fund to return a percentage
of the taxes back to the local population.
Sierra Leone has one of the world’s larg-
est deposits of rutile (a titanium ore). The
Sierra Rutile mining operation was closed
and damaged during the civil war. In
March 2005 a re-start operation was un-
dertaken and the facility is expected to be-
gin production in early 2006.
Bauxite mining is also an important sector
with large reserves at Sieromco and Port
Loko. Production was suspended due to
the civil war. Foreign investment is neces-
sary to begin a re-start operation.

Hydrocarbons
All hydrocarbon needs are met by
imports.
There are large deposits of oil and natural
gas offshore within the West African re-
gion, which are not economically viable
to extract currently.
In 2010, the US energy company
Anadarko Petroleum announced that it
had discovered oil offshore in Sierra Le-
one’s territorial waters.
Chevron Corporation, the US-energy
company and one of a three-company
partnership in Sierra Leone, announced
on 26 September 2012 that the govern-
ment had awarded it two blocks with
rights to deep water exploration for hydro-
carbons. The blocks are offshore,
south-west of Freetown.

Energy
Total installed electricity generating ca-
pacity was 118MW in 2006, mostly from
conventional oil-fired thermal power sta-
tions. Around 5 per cent of the population
has access to electricity and blackouts are
frequent due to the unstable power sup-
ply. The Sierra Leone Electricity Company
(SLEC) oversees electricity generation and
supply.
A 50MW Bumbuna hydroelectric project
began construction on the Seli River in
1980s but was halted in the 1990s during
the civil war. However, international loans
of US$91.8 million, funnelled through the
World Bank, allowed building to continue,
so that by April 2009 water was being
captured, prior to release for production.
A stable supply of electricity and a reduc-
tion in the unit price of electricity will be
the initial benefits of the project.
The government, in an effort to find re-
newable sources of energy, is considering
biomass, of which 656,000 tonnes of
crop waste is produced annually, which
could produce 2,700 gigawatt hours
(gWh); solar photovoltaic for lighting and
water pumping; wind power to suit inter-
mittent use and an increase in
hydropower. It has been estimated that
Senegal could produce 11 terrawatt hours
(tWh) a year, given full exploitation of its
hydro capacity. There is an extra 50MW
capacity by hydropower under construc-
tion with another 85MW planned.
The serious energy shortage has forced
many citizens to buy personal diesel gen-
erators; the majority of the population
uses biomass (wood fuel, kerosene and
charcoal) for energy.

Banking and insurance
The banking sector has been weakened
by war. However, the government has
given the central bank power to tighten
fiscal controls and prepare some for sale.
The IMF is wary of donor funds that are
distributed through local banks, bypassing
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the close scutiny and anti-corruption mea-
sures instituted by the central bank.
It was announced in March 2005 that the
introduction of the shared currency, the
eco, in Sierra Leone, Ghana, Guinea, Ni-
geria and The Gambia, which was due in
July 2005, would be postponed. The cur-
rency was proposed to facilitate trade and
growth with an ultimate plan to merge it
with the CFA franc.
Central bank
Bank of Sierra Leone
Main financial centre
Freetown

Time
GMT

Geography
Sierra Leone – lion mountains, as named
by an early Portuguese explorer – lies on
the west coast of Africa; Guinea encircles
it from the north-west around to the east
and Liberia borders it to the south. There
is a 400km Atlantic coastline in the west.
The Guinea highlands cross the country
from the south-east to the north. The tall-
est peak is Bintimani (1,948 metres) in the
Loma Mountains of central Sierra Leone.
There are a number of rivers, two of
which have estuaries navigable by
ocean-going ships, the Jong and the
Rokel. The Freetown peninsular is heavily
forested, mangrove swamps line the coast
with savannah stretching to the once
thickly forested central inland that has
been largely cleared for agriculture.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
Is tropical, with high humidity and rainfall;
the dry season is November–April. It is wet
for the rest of year. The daily temperature
range is 21–32 degrees Celsius, which re-
mains fairly constant throughout the year.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all and must be valid for six
months beyond date of entry.
Requirements may be subject to change at
short notice; contact an embassy or con-
sulate before departure.
Visa
Required by all, and must be obtained in
advance. Citizens of Ecowas countries are
exempt. Contact the nearest embassy for
an application form. All visas require evi-
dence of return/onward passage; tourists
must provide evidence of hotel
reservations.
Business visitors should include a letter of
invitation from a local contact and a letter
of introductory from their employer outlin-
ing the purpose of the trip, the nature of
business and contacts in Sierra Leone. For
new business, an applicant must provide

evidence of commercial veracity and fi-
nancial standing.
Currency advice/regulations
The import and export of local currency is
limited to Le50,000. Import of foreign
currency is unlimited however it must be
declared and cash must not exceed
US$5,000 (or equivalent); export is lim-
ited to the amount declared on arrival.
It is illegal to exchange money anywhere
except official exchange facilities at banks
and bureau de change.
Travellers cheques have very limited use.
Customs
All visitors must complete a customs dec-
laration form on entering the country.
All gem stones require an export licence.
Prohibited imports
Illegal drugs, firearms and explosives,
pornography and live animals.
It is illegal to export gold and historical
artefacts, live animals, firearms and
explosives.

Health (for visitors)
Mandatory precautions
Yellow fever, malaria and cholera vacci-
nation certificates are required.
Advisable precautions
Hepatitis A, tetanus, polio, and typhoid
vaccinations. Malaria prophylaxis should
be taken. HIV/Aids is prevalent. Water
precautions should be taken. There is a
rabies risk. Use only well maintained,
chlorinated swimming pools to avoid bil-
harzia. Lassa fever can be contracted in
Kenema and the east; seek urgent medi-
cal advice for any fever not positively
identified as malaria.
Visitors should carry basic medical sup-
plies and any prescription medication
necessary. Medical and emergency insur-
ance (to include repatriation) is strongly
recommended.

Hotels
Available in Freetown, especially at
Lumley Beach, within easy taxi access of
the centre of Freetown. Limited availability
outside capital. Credit cards accepted
only in major hotels and payment re-
quired in US dollars. A service charge is
usually included in bill.

Credit cards
Not accepted. The government tourist or-
ganisation operates an international hotel
reservation service that allows pre-pay-
ment of hotel accommodation by credit
card (see: www.visitsierraleone.org/ho-
tel-reservation.asp).

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 27 Apr (Inde-
pendence Day), 25–26 Dec (Christmas).

Variable dates
Eid al Adha (Tabaski), Birth of the
Prophet, Good Friday and Easter Monday
(Mar/Apr), Eid al Fitr (Korité).
Islamic year 1435 (5 Nov 2013–24
Oct 2014):: The Islamic year contains
354 or 355 days, with the result that Mus-
lim feasts advance by 10–12 days against
the Gregorian calendar. Dates of feasts
vary according to the sighting of the new
moon, so cannot be forecast exactly.

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Thu: 0800–1330; Fri: 0800–1400.
Business
Mon–Fri: 0800–1200, 1400–1630.
Government
Mon–Fri: 0800–1230, 1330–1645; close
1500 on Fri.
Shops
Mon–Fri: 0800–1200, 1400–1630;
shops open Sat.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
There are several GSM 900 and
900/1800 services available throughout
most of the country.

Electricity supply
230/240V AC, 50 cycles. Voltage fluctua-
tion and power cuts occur.

Social customs/useful tips
Carry some form of identification at all
times.
Punctually and business cards are
expected.

Security
Sierra Leone has begun to emerge from a
brutal civil war and the security situation is
improving. Visitors should take care trav-
elling outside the capital at night, as
much for the poor state of the roads as
any criminal intent.

Getting there
Air
International airport/s: Freetown-Lungi
International (FNA), 20km north of city;
bar, currency exchange, post office,
shops. The airport is on the opposite bank
of the Sierra Leone River from Freetown
which must be crossed either by helicop-
ter, hovercraft or ferry.
Airport tax: Departure tax US$20, pay-
able in hard currency; transit passengers
are exempt.
Surface
Road: There are routes from Conaky
(Guinea Republic). Access to Liberia re-
quires a special permit to transit the bor-
der region in a private vehicle. The vital
Mano River bridge connecting Sierre Le-
one with Liberia was officially reopened in
June.
Water: Regional services run from
Guinea and Liberia. International
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shipping lines that maintain contacts with
Sierra Leone may provide passenger ser-
vices on cargo ships.
Main port/s: Freetown

Getting about
National transport
Public transport is neither reliable nor
safe. The heavy rainy season, which lasts
for several months between May and No-
vember makes travel to outlying areas
both difficult and hazardous.
Air: Internal air services were begun in
2006 by Eagle Air, which operates a 17
seat aircraft to Bo, Kenema and
Yengema. Information is limited and visi-
tors should contact local travel agents for
further details.
Road: Most main roads in Freetown are
paved but have potholes; unpaved side
streets are generally poor. A major road
resurfacing and repair programme in
Freetown is slowly improving the quality of
roads in the city. Most roads outside
Freetown are unpaved. All roads are unlit
and many in need of repair.
Buses: Buses in Freetown tend to be over-
crowded and unreliable. Regular service
Freetown-Kambia, Freetown-Pendembu,
Freetown-Makeni-Kabala.
City transport
Public transport, when it exists, is
unreliable.
Taxis: Available at the airport and in main
towns; fares by negotiation; tipping is not
usual. It is considered safer to use taxis
that work in conjunction with an hotel.
Buses, trams & metro: There are buses
from the airport to the city centre, but the
services can be erratic.
Helicopter: Services operate between
Freetown and Lungi airport – flight time
five minutes.
Ferry: Links Lungi Airport with central
Freetown and Lumley Beach area.
Car hire
Car hire is available at relatively high
rates. International driving licence
required.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling code
(IDD) for Sierra Leone is +232, followed
by area code and subscriber’s number:
Freetown 22 Kenema 32

Chambers of Commerce
Sierra Leone Chamber of Commerce,
Guma Building, Lamina Sankoh Street,
(tel: 226-305; fax: 220-696; e-mail:
cocsl@sierratel.sl).

Banking
Bank of Sierra Leone, PO Box 30, Siaka
Stevens Street, Freetown (tel: 226-501;
fax: 224-764).

First Merchant Bank of Sierra Leone Ltd,
Sparta Building, 12 Wilberforce Street,
Freetown (tel: 228-493; fax: 228-318).

National Development Bank Ltd, 21/23
Siaka Stevens Street, Freetown (tel:
226-791/2; fax: 224-468).

Rokel Commercial Bank (Sierra Leone)
Ltd, PO Box 12, 25-27 Stevens Street,
Freetown (tel: 222-501; fax: 222-563).

Sierra Leone Commerical Bank Ltd,
29-31 Siaka Stevens Street, Freetown (tel:
225-264; fax: 225-292).

Standard Chartered Bank Sierra Leone
Ltd, PO Box 1155, 9 -11 Lightfoot Boston
Street, Freetown (tel: 226-220, 225-021;
fax: 225-760).

Union Trust Bank Ltd, 2 Howe Street,
Freetown (tel: 222-792, 226-954; fax:
226-214).

Central bank
Bank of Sierra Leone, Siaka Stevens
Street, Freetown (tel: 226-501; fax:
224-764; e-mail: info@
bankofsierraleone.org).

Travel information
Astraeus (charter flights) Astraeus House,
Faraday Court, Faraday Road, Crawley,
West Sussex, RH10 9PU (tel:

(+44) 1293-819800; fax: (+4 4)
1293-819832; internet:
www.flyastraeus.com).

BMED (airline), Hetherington House,
Bedfont Road, Heathrow Airport,
Middlesex TW19 7NL (tel: (+44-20)
8630-4212; fax: (+44-20) 8630-4007;
internet: www.flybmed.com).

Freetown International Airport, 15
Rawdon Street, Freetown (tel: 223-881;
fax: 224-653; internet:
www.freetownairport.org).

Ministry of tourism
Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Stadium
Hostel, Syke Street, Freetown (tel:
241-256).

National tourist organisation offices
National Tourist Board of Sierra Leone,
Room 100, Cape Sierra Hotel, Aberdeen;
PO Box 1435, Freetown (tel: 236-620;
fax: 236-621; email:
info@welcometosierraleone.org or

mailto:ntbslinfo@yahoo.com; internet:
www.welcometosierraleone.org).

Ministries
Department of Finance, Secretariat Build-
ing, George Street, Freetown (tel:
26-911, 22-211; fax: 28-355).

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting,
Youyi Building, Brookfields, Freetown.

Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Wallace
Johnson Street, Freetown (tel: 26-345,
24-776).

Ministry of Trade and Industry, Ministerial
Building, George Street, Freetown (tel:
26-045, 22-755, 22-706; fax: 28-373).

Other useful addresses
Central Statistics Office, Tower Hill,
Freetown (tel: 223-897, 224-267).

National Trading Co, Howe Street,
Freetown (tel: 223-986, 226-179).

Sierra Leone Embassy (USA), 1701 19th
Street, NW, Washington DC 20009 (tel:
(+1-202) 939-9261; fax: (+1-202)
483-1793; e-mail:
fsec@embassyofsierraleone.org; internet:
www.sierra-leone.org).

Sierra Leone Export Debelopment and In-
vestment Corp, 18/20 Walpole Street;
Private Mail Bag 6, Freetown (tel:
229-760, 227-604; fax: 229-097; email:
info@sledic-sl.org; internet: sledic-sl.org).

SierraTel, Wallace Johnson Street,
Freetown (tel: 222-801, 224-591).

Sierra Leone High Commission (UK), 245
Oxford Street, London W1D 2LX (tel:
(+44-20) 7287-9884; fax: (+44-20)
7734-3822; e-mail: info@slhc-uk.org.uk;
internet: www.slhc-uk.org.uk).

Sierra Leone Ports Authority, PO Box 386,
Freetown.

The Chief Immigration Officer, Rawdon
Street, Freetown (tel 227-174; fax:
224-761).

Internet sites
Africa Business Network: www.ifc.org/abn

African Development Bank: www.afdb.org

AllAfrica.com: http://allafrica.com

Africa Online: www.africaonline.com

Mbendi AfroPaedia (information on com-
panies, countries, industries and stock ex-
changes in Africa): http://mbendi.co.za

Sierra Leone: www.sierra-leone.org

Sierra Leone government:
www.sierraleone.gov.sl

Sierra Leone Investment and Export Pro-
motion Agency (SLIEPA): www.sliepa.org




