
Niger

N
iger is rich in uranium, gold, coal,
iron, limestone and phosphates, but
especially uranium. The French

group Areva has been developing the
country’s uranium potential through the
Niger-based companies Somair, Cominak
and Imouranen SA for over 50 years and
with the opening of the new uranium mine
in Imouraren, scheduled for 2014 or 2015,
will set Niger on the way to becoming the
world’s second largest producer of ura-
nium, behind Kazakhstan and ahead of
Canada. By 2016 the mine’s maximum
annual capacity is expected to reach 5,000
tonnes of uranates. Gold mining is also ex-
pected to go through another phase of ex-
pansion in the coming years. Thanks to
proven reserves of more than 80 million
tonnes, Niger is expected to benefit from
high global demand for coal. It also has
more than a billion tonnes of iron ore, and
large limestone and phosphate reserves.

In addition to the ores above, Niger has
proven reserves of around 744 million
barrels of oil and more than 16 billion cu-
bic metres of gas. Operations at the Zinder
(Soraz) refinery by the China National Pe-
troleum Corporation (CNPC) and the gov-
ernment made Niger a net exporter of oil

in 2012. Further exploration is underway
including in two large sedimentary basins:
the west basin (Iullemeden basin and
Tamesna sub-basin) and east basin (Chad
basin).

As elsewhere in Africa, reports the Afri-

can Economic Outlook 2013 (AEO), pub-
lished jointly by the African Development
Bank and the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development, the im-
pact of the extractive industries on the
economy as a whole has been mixed, even
negligible. Their contribution to gross do-
mestic product (GDP) is increasing, but
remains very low (2.8 per cent of GDP in
2010 and 6.0 per cent in 2012); agriculture
alone provides 40.0 per cent of GDP. This
partly reflects the unbalanced partnership
that has lasted decades between Areva and
the government which until the contract
renegotiations in 2010 were heavily in fa-
vour of the company. Apart from staff
wages and royalties paid to the local and
regional authorities of the areas mined,
the capital-intensive mining sector seems
disconnected from the rest of the econ-
omy. Production is exported without any
local processing. The extractive industries
provide only 10 per cent of tax revenue. In
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KEY FACTS

Official name: République du Niger
(Republic of Niger)

Head of State: President
Mahamadou Issoufou (from 7 Apr
2011)

Head of government: Prime Minister
Brigi Rafini (from 7 Apr 2011)

Ruling party: Coalition led by Parti
Nigerien pour la Démocratie et le
Socialisme (PNDS) (Niger Party for
Democracy and Socialism) and
independents (from 7 April 2011)

Area: 1,267,000 square km

Population: 16.10 million (2012)*

Capital: Niamey

Official language: French; Hausa is
the major lingua franca especially
for trade

Currency: CFA franc (CFAf) = 100
centimes (Communauté Financière
Africaine (African Financial
Community) franc). New notes
have been issued; old notes cease
to be legal tender from Jan 2005.

Exchange rate: CFAf495.02 per US$
(Jul 2013); CFAf655.95 per euro
(pegged from Jan 1999)

GDP per capita: US$408 (2012)*

GDP real growth: 11.24% (2012)*

GDP: US$6.58 billion (2012)*

Inflation: 0.47% (2012)*

Balance of trade: -US$811.50
million (2010)*

Annual FDI: US$1.01 billion (2011)

* estimated figure
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the medium term, mining and oil should
raise their contribution to GDP and to tax
revenue. Given this scenario, compliance
with the Extractive Industries Transpar-
ency Initiative (EITI) and its extension to
include oil and gas is good news for Niger,
as are the articles in Niger’s 2010 Consti-
tution that strengthen the framework of
governance, exploitation and manage-
ment of natural and subsoil resources. The
extractive industries have had the most
significant effect on growth, through for-
eign direct investment (FDI), and on the
balance of payments through foreign ex-
change reserves.

The Economic and Social Development
Plan (PDES) 2012–15, approved in Au-
gust 2012, highlighted the possibilities
and prospects of rational and sustainable
exploitation of mineral and oil and gas re-
sources changing the structure of the
country’s economy. In accordance with
Article 153 of the Constitution, the gov-
ernment has decided that the priority for
income from mining and oil is reinvest-
ment in economic diversification, with the
emphasise on structural investment in ag-
riculture and livestock farming to support
the initiative for food security. Agribusi-
ness will be a major source of diversifica-
tion thanks to its still under-exploited
potential and will become a lever for
growth and job creation in the medium
term. FDI and the future-generations fund
envisaged in the Constitution will help
transform the economy, growing the value
chains of agriculture, forestry and live-
stock farming.

The economy
GDP growth in 2012 was estimated at
more than 13.0 per cent, fuelled by the
start of oil production and a good harvest.
The balance of payments benefited from
major flows of FDI linked to projects to
exploit natural resources and to the start of
petroleum exports. Net foreign assets
grew by an estimated 3.0 per cent of GDP,
but as in 2011, they represented only three
months of imports.

The primary-sector grew strongly in
2012, up 16.5 per cent by volume from a
fall of 3.7 per cent in 2011. This strong
growth was due to a good 2012/13 har-
vest, thanks to abundant rainfall. Agricul-
ture contributed 24.8 per cent to
primary-sector growth, driven by winter
crops and irrigated farming resulting from
added investment and the provision of
better seeds. Slower growth in livestock
farming (2.8 per cent against 4.5 per cent
in 2011 due to a fodder deficit the previ-
ous year), forestry (1.7 per cent against

2.5 per cent in 2011) and fisheries (3.0 per
cent against 3.5 per cent in 2011) pre-
vented higher growth in the sector.

The short- and medium-term macroeco-
nomic outlooks are positive, despite some
risks. Huge investment in mining and oil
and a consolidated macroeconomic situa-
tion should restore strong growth, which
is estimated at around 5.5 per cent from
2013. Mining and oil production and ex-
ports should double between 2012 and
2016. With the decline in food prices, in-
flation is expected to remain low in 2013.
The region’s fragile security and Niger’s
vulnerability to natural disasters, as the
July 2012 floods showed, affect the coun-
try’s outlook.

The Central Bank’s monetary policy has
been slightly expansionary, with the
money supply growing by 16.6 per cent
and credit to the economy – especially to
the extractive industries – by 18.2 per cent
in 2012. Inflation increased from 2.9 per
cent to 3.9 per cent. The effects of controls
on staple food prices in response to the
July 2012 floods will show in 2013, with
inflation forecast to fall to 1.8 per cent,
well below the West African Economic
and Monetary Union (WAEMU) target
rate of 3 per cent.

Public policies have improved human
development in the areas of health, educa-
tion and social protection. The greatest
achievement of the last decade has been
investment in human capital, which has
vastly improved education and health ser-
vices. However, income poverty has de-
clined very slowly. About 60 per cent of
Niger’s population still live below the
poverty line of US$1 a day. If the poverty
line is raised to US$2 a day, that figure

rises to 85 per cent. In 2013 the poverty in-
dex is forecast to fall only to 55.0 per cent,
well short of the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals’ 2015 target of 31.5 per cent.

Warring neighbours
The Nigerien Democratic Movement
(MODEN) withdrew from the ruling co-
alition – Mouvance pour la renaissance du
Niger (MNR) (Movement for the Renais-
sance of Niger), led by the Parti Nigerien
pour la Démocratie et le Socialisme
(PNDS) (Niger Party for Democracy and
Socialism), in August 2013. In view of the
continued criticism aimed at the govern-
ment by the second strongest party this
was not unexpected. Nevertheless the po-
litical situation in Niger is still improving
after the 2010 coup with the national insti-
tutions envisaged in the Constitution be-
ing gradually put in place.

However, in the wider region the situ-
ation remains volatile and threatens to
disrupt the internal balance. To the
north, the Libya crisis has subsided, but
the country remains volatile. To the
south, the Nigeria-based Boko Haram
sect still poses a threat, with a real, albeit
contained, danger of negative impacts in
Niger. Finally, to the west the deteriorat-
ing situation in northern Mali has led to
an influx of refugees, which has had re-
percussions on security and humanitar-
ian aid. Incursions into Niger included
an attack on a military camp and a ura-
nium mine in May 2013 by a group lead
by Algerian Mokhtar Belmokhtar’s Al
Mulathameen (Masked Men Brigade)
and the Mali-based Movement for One-
ness and Jihad in West Africa (Mojwa),
killing 25 people.
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KEY INDICATORS Niger

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m *13.77 *14.19 *15.20 *15.09 *16.10

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 5.37 5.25 5.41 6.02 *6.58

GDP per capita US$ 372 351 349 374 *408

GDP real growth % 8.7 -0.9 8.0 2.3 *11.2

Inflation % 7.6 4.1 1.5 3.6 *0.5

Exports (fob) (goods) US$m 912.3 996.9 *1,151.0 – –

Imports (fob) (goods) US$m 1,349.7 1,793.2 *1,962.5 – –

Balance of trade US$m -437.4 -796.4 *-811.5 – –

Current account US$m -651.4 -1,320.1 -1,136.0 -1,556.0 *-1,161.0

Total reserves minus
gold US$m 702.1 655.5 760.3 610.3 *1,014.5

Foreign exchange US$m 687.4 556.9 663.4 527.0 *917.8

Exchange rate per US$ 447.81 514.03 495.28 466.82 505.65

* estimated figure



Given the regional situation, before the
military operations to retake northern
Mali in early 2013, Niger had launched a
national security operation to limit the se-
curity repercussions of the crises in Mali,
Nigeria and Libya. This operation had a
huge effect on the national budget, notes
the AEO. The rise in defence spending in
2012 is set to continue in 2013, possibly at
the expense of certain capital investments.
Military operations in Mali by French and
Malian forces with the deployment of the
African-led International Support Mission
to Mali (Afisma) have certainly helped re-
move jihadists from major cities in north-
ern Mali, but they have not permanently
removed the threat to Niger.

Risk assessment
Politics Fair
Economy Fair
Regional stability Poor

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
1800s The British were the first Europeans
to explore the area.
1891–1911 France colonised the region,
although it did not gain full control until
much later and even then resistance
movements continued.
1960 Niger gained independence from
France under the presidency of Hamani
Diori.
1974 Diori was overthrown and replaced
by Lieutenant Colonel Seyni Kountche.
1987 Kountche died and was replaced by
Brigadier Ali Saibou.
1989 Civilian rule was re-introduced with
a new constitution, under a one-party sys-
tem. Ali Saibou was re-elected president.
1990 The Tuareg people in the north be-
gan a rebellion.
1991 Saibou lost power to a transitional
government led by Andre Salifou.
1992 A referendum overwhelmingly ap-
proved a new multi-party constitution
1993 Multi-party elections resulted in
Mahamane Ousmane being elected pres-
ident; his coalition, the Alliance of the
Forces of Change (AFC), won most seats
in parliament.
1995 A peace accord was signed be-
tween the government and the Tuareg.
1996 Ousmane was toppled in a coup
and replaced by Ibrahim Maïnassara
Baré. A military-backed civilian govern-
ment was formed. Maïnassara won the
presidential election.
1997 A peace accord with the last Tuareg
rebel group was signed.
1999 President Maïnassara was assassi-
nated and Major Daouda Mallam Wanké
assumed power. A new constitution was
approved, which balanced the power

between the president, prime minister and
the National Assembly. Mamadou Tandja
won the presidential election.
2000 Droughts caused widespread food
shortages.
2001 After another poor harvest, food
prices escalated and famine ensued.
2002 The EU granted US$319.5 million
for Niger’s poverty reduction effort.
2003 The US claimed Iraq had attempted
to purchase uranium from Niger, in viola-
tion of UN sanctions. The claim was re-
jected by the government.
2004 The World Bank and the IMF sup-
ported a US$1.20 billion debt relief
programme. Incumbent Tandja was
re-elected president and the ruling
Mouvement National pour la Société du
Développement (MNSD) (National Move-
ment for the Society of Development) won
the parliamentary elections.
2005 Hama Amadou became prime min-
ister. Taxes were increased by 20 per cent
and sparked widespread protests. The UN
warned that three million faced starvation
due to a severe drought after locusts had
damaged crops.
2006 The government began repatriating
Mahamid Arab settlers to Chad.
2007 Niger assumed control of the island
of Lete and other islands in the river Niger
in accordance with an International Court
of Justice ruling settling a border dispute
with Benin. Opponents accused the gov-
ernment of embezzling US$9 million from
foreign donor funds for education, be-
tween 2002–06. Prime Minister Hama
Amadou lost four votes of no confidence
in parliament and the president appointed
Seyni Oumarou as prime minister.
2008 New satellite images released
showed that extensive tree planting has
transformed once deforested areas.
2009 The constitutional court ruled that
President Tandja’s plan to hold a referen-
dum to extend his time in office by a third
term was illegal. Opposition parties and
civil society groups formed a coalition, La
Co-ordination des Forces Démocratiques
pour la République (CFDR) (Co-ordina-
tion of Democratic Forces for the Repub-
lic) to resist his proposal. President Tandja
dissolved parliament and suspended the
constitution, and assumed power by presi-
dential decree. Opposition leaders de-
scribed the action as a coup d’état.
Despite a call by the opposition to boycott
the referendum on extending Presidential
Tandja’s term in office, according to offi-
cial statistics, 92.5 per cent voted in fa-
vour of the proposition, with a turnout of
68.26 per cent. CFDR claimed the turnout
was less than 7 per cent. President Tandja
appointed Ali Badjo Gamatié as prime
minister. In parliamentary elections, boy-
cotted by the opposition, the ruling MNSD
won a majority with 76 seats (out of 113).

The Economic Community of West African
States (Ecowas) announced that it did not
recognise the legitimacy of Mamadou
Tandja’s presidency.
2010 Colonel Salou Djibo mounted a
coup d’état that toppled President Tandja
and installed a military junta, the Conseil
Suprême pour la Restauration de la
Démocratie (CSRD) (Supreme Council for
the Restoration of Democracy), by which
Colonel Djibo was proclaimed president.
Both the AU and France condemned the
actions. The CSRD appointed
Mahamadou Danda as caretaker prime
minister. The military government an-
nounced that a constitutional referendum
would be held, followed by a presidential
election, with a run-off in January 2011, if
no clear winner was chosen. The World
Food Programme (UN-WFP) declared that
Niger was facing its worst ever food crisis,
with around 7.3 million people (almost
half the population) in desperate need of
food, following crop failures after a
drought in 2009. Heavy rains broke the
prolonged drought but were too late to
save harvests and bought flooding that
damaged homes and stored grain in-
stead. In a constitutional referendum
90.18 per cent voted in favour of changes
to give immunity to the February coup
leaders and requiring a transition of
power by April 2011.
2011 Parliamentary elections, postponed
from December 2010 were held in Janu-
ary. Parti Nigerien pour la Democratie et
le Socialisme-Tarayya (PNDS) (Nigerien
Party for Democracy and Social-
ism-Tarayya) won 39 seats out of 113
and the MNSD 26 seats. In the first round
of presidential elections held at the same
time, of the four candidates standing
Mahamadou Issoufou (PNDS) won 36.1
per cent, Seyni Oumarou (MNSD) 23.2
per cent of the vote. In the run-off, held
on 12 March, Issoufou won 57.95 per
cent and Oumarou 42.05 per cent; turn-
out was 48.2 per cent. Oumarou con-
ceded defeat on 17 March. The president
and government took office on 7 April,
when Mahamadou Issoufou immediately
appointed Brigi Rafini (an ethnic Tuareg)
as prime minister, plus forming a coalition
government with most members drawn
from the PNDS and other posts given to
independent members of parliament (MP).
In April, the International Organisation for
Migration stated that Niger was providing
emergency relief and accommodation to
over 54,000 people fleeing the conflict in
Libya. Ten people were arrested in August
accused of a coup attempt in July, while a
further suspect was reported to be on the
run. Officials confirmed in September that
Saadi Qadafi, one of fugitive Libyan
leader Col Muammar Qadafi’s sons had
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arrived in Niamey and had been granted
refuge.
2012 Malian refugees crossed into the
northern Tillabéry region, straining local
resources, and requiring food aid from
Red Cross Niger. Heavy rains in July
added to Niger’s woes. The southern
Dosso region was worst affected, with
over 10,000 homes destroyed according
to the UN. Niamey was hit when the River
Niger burst its banks, flooding the city’s
suburbs.
On 29 October China and Niger signed
two aid agreements for the provision of a
US$25.6 million, 500-bed, national refer-
ral hospital (to be located in Niamey) and
the purchase of 30 attendant vehicles,
valued at US$1.9 million.
2013 On 4 Feb President Mahamadou
Issoufou confirmed that French troops
were involved in guarding the Arlit mine,
one of Niger’s largest uranium mines. A
military camp and a French-run uranium
mine were attacked in May by a group
lead by Algerian Mokhtar Belmokhtar’s Al
Mulathameen (Masked Men Brigade) and
the Mali-based Movement for Oneness
and Jihad in West Africa (Mojwa), killing
25 people.

Political structure
Constitution
A referendum was held on 4 August 2009
to agree a new constitution which in-
cludes: an extension to President Tanja’s
mandate until 2012, during which time a
new constitution will be drafted and pro-
posed; the system of government will
change from semi-presidential to full pres-
idential; no limit to the term in office for a
president; a new bicameral parliament
would include a senate.
The constitution adopted in October
2010 requires the government to publish
all mining contracts and information on
the revenues generated under these con-
tracts. It also mandates that revenue from
natural resources be shared between the
central and regional governments, and
that funds be set aside for public invest-
ments in agriculture and livestock farm-
ing, health and education.
The constitution was amended in Novem-
ber 2010 to give immunity to the February
2010 coup d’état leaders and require that
a transition of power be made by 6 April
2011.
Form of state
Presidential, unitary, multiparty republic.
The executive
The directly elected president is the Head
of State, elected for a five-year term, re-
newable only once.
The president, shares power with the
prime minister but has final responsibility
for co-ordinating the actions of the execu-
tive branch of government. The president

names the prime minister, from a list of
three candidates, who become head of
government and is accountable to
parliament.
National legislature
The unicameral Assemblée Nationale
(National Assembly) has 113 members
elected for a maximum five-year term.
Legal system
Based on French civil law system and cus-
tomary law.
Last elections
4 August 2009 (constitutional amend-
ment); 31 January 2011 (parliament), 31
January and 12 March 2011 (presiden-
tial, first round and runoff)
Results: Referendum: 90.18 per cent
voted in favour of changes.
Parliamentary: Parti Nigerien pour la
Démocratie et le Socialisme (PNDS)
(Niger Party for Democracy and Social-
ism) won 39 seats (out of 113),
Mouvement National de la Société de
Développement (MNSD) (National Move-
ment for a Developing Society) 26,
Mouvement Démocratique Nigérien pour
une Fédération Africaine (Moden-FA)
(Nigerien Democratic Movement for an
African Federation) 24, Alliance
Nigérienne pour la Démocratie et le
Progrès (ANDP) (Nigerien Alliance for De-
mocracy and Progress) eight,
Rassemblement pour la Démocratie et le
Progrès (RDP) (Party for Democracy and
Progress) seven, Union pour la
République (UPR) (Union for the Republic)
six, Convention Démocratique et Sociale
(CDS) (Democratic and Social Conven-
tion) two; one seat undeclared. Turnout
was 52.8 per cent.
Presidential, first round: Mahamadou
Issoufou (PNDS) won 36.1 per cent of the
vote, Seyni Oumarou MNSD 23.2 per
cent, Hama Amadou (Moden-FA) 19.8
per cent, Mahamane Ousmane (CDS) 8.4
per cent. Runoff: Issoufou won 57.95 per
cent of the vote, Oumarou 42.05 per
cent; turnout was 48.2 per cent.
Next elections
2015 (parliamentary and presidential).

Political parties
Ruling party
Coalition led by Parti Nigerien pour la
Démocratie et le Socialisme (PNDS)
(Niger Party for Democracy and Social-
ism) and independents (from 7 April
2011)
Main opposition party
Mouvement National pour la Société du
Développement (MNSD) (National Move-
ment for the Society of Development)

Population
16.10 million (2012)*
Niger’s population lives mostly in the
southern and more fertile part of the
country. Around 400,000 Tuareg Berbers

live in Niger. the Institute for National Sta-
tistics (INS) has warned that unless there is
more information on contraception the
population of Niger is likely to be as high
as 56 million by 2050.
Last census: May 2001: 10,790,352
(provisional)
Population density: Eight inhabitants per
square km. Urban population 17 per cent
(2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: 3.4 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Ethnic make-up
Hausa (56 per cent), Djerma (22 per
cent), Tuareg (8 per cent).
Religions
Islam (85 per cent), traditional beliefs
(14.5 per cent), Christianity (0.5 per cent).

Education
Public expenditure on education is around
2 per cent of GDP.
Primary education is free and compulsory
and lasts until aged 12. Secondary
schooling is divided, beginning with the
first cycle secondary school from aged 12
to 16, then second cycle secondary
school from aged 16 to 19, when stu-
dents are expected to graduate with a
Baccalauréat. Alternatively, at aged 16
students may elect to undertake a three
year technical course. All education is
conducted in French.
Literacy rate: 17 per cent adult rate; 25
per cent youth rate (15–24) (Unesco
2005).
Compulsory years: 6 to 12
Enrolment rate: 29 per cent gross pri-
mary enrolment, 7 per cent gross second-
ary enrolment; of relevant age groups
(including repeaters) (World Bank).
Pupils per teacher: 41 in primary
schools

Health
A report by the charity Save the Children
(STC) was published in May 2012 that
described Niger as the worst country in
which to be a mother. STC compared
conditions and ranked 165 countries in
categories that included health, educa-
tion, economic status and nutrition. Due
to the severe food crisis in the Sahel re-
gion, mothers in Niger in 2011–12 are
particularly vulnerable and likely to to
produce underweight and weak babies.
HIV/Aids
There are an estimated 64,000 people
living with HIV/Aids, of which 36,000 are
women. In addition there are 5,900 chil-
dren (0–17) HIV positive and 24,000 or-
phans. In 2003 there were 4,800 deaths
due to Aids, although Niger has so far es-
caped much of the African pandemic.
However, with 25–35 per cent of sex
workers testing positive, there is a chance
that increased population mobility and a
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lack of condom use could make Niger
vulnerable.
HIV prevalence: 1.2 per cent aged
15–49 in 2003 (World Bank)
Life expectancy: 41 years, 2004 (WHO
2006)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
7.1 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef); ma-
ternal mortality 590 per 100,000 live
births (World Bank).
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 114 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012); 40 per cent of children
aged under five are malnourished (World
Bank).
Head of population per physician:
0.03 physicians per 1,000 people, 2004
(WHO 2006)

Welfare
Around 61.4 per cent of the population
live on less than US$1 per day and 85.3
per cent live on less than US$2 per day.
The distribution of wealth is highly un-
equal with a Gini index of 50.5 and the
richest 20 per cent of the population own-
ing 53.3 per cent of the total wealth.

Main cities
Niamey (capital, estimated population 1.1
million in 2012), Zinder (253,766),
Maradi (188,008), Arlit (built for the ura-
nium industry) (128,807), Agadez
(118,647), Tahoua (110,046), Dosso
(71,643).

Languages spoken
The distribution of languages is depend-
ent on the ethnic groups within Niger. The
Hausa are the largest group and their lan-
guage is recognised as a national lan-
guage, as is Songhai-Zarma (Djerma) the
next largest language group. Tamashek,
which is spoken by the Tuareg, is related
to Berber. Others languages in daily use
include Fulani, Arabic, Kanauri,
Courmantché and Toubou.
Official language/s
French; Hausa is the major lingua franca
especially for trade

Media
Despite laws which provide for freedom of
the press there are government restrictions
and journalists are subject to intimidation
so that self-censorship is practiced.
Press
With low literacy levels there are few pub-
lications on offer. In French, Le Sahel is
the government daily; weeklies include the
weekend Sahel Dimanche and Le
Républicain Niger
(www.republicain-niger.com), which is an
independent magazine. Tam Tam
(www.tamtaminfo.com) is an online publi-
cation in French.

Broadcasting
The national, state-run broadcaster is the
Office de Radiodiffusion Télévision du
Niger (ORTN) (www.ortn.ne).
Radio: Due to the low literacy rate radio
services are the main medium of mass
communication and sources of news and
information.
ORTN (www.ortn.ne) operates the only
national radio station called La Voix du
Sahel (www.ortn.ne) with programmes in
French, Arabic, Hausa and local lan-
guages. There are several private radio
stations which target specific audiences
with programmes of social development,
health, education and the interests of
women, such as Anfani FM and Tambara
FM. Entertainment radio includes Radio et
Musique, Horizon FM and Tenere FM.
Television: ORTN (www.ortn.ne) operates
two channels. TV Sahel is the national
network using satellite technology and Tal
TV is a digital service for the capital and
its environs. A private stations Tenere TV
and the pay-to-view Telestar are based in
the capital.
Other news agencies: APA (African
Press Agency): www.apanews.net
Reuters Africa: http://africa.reuters.com

Economy
As one of the least developed countries in
the world, Niger’s economy is dominated
by agriculture and the export of uranium
from the world’s largest deposits situated
in the north of the country. In 2011, the
UN Human Development Index (HDI)
ranked Niger at 186 out of 187 for its de-
velopment in health, education and in-
come. In 2010 69.4 per cent of the
population experienced deprivation in at
least one of the indicators and 43.1 per
cent were living on an equivalent of
US$1.25 per day. Per capita income was
estimated at US$340 in 2009 with most
of the population sustained by subsistence
agriculture, which is the main source of
income for most households; livestock
production is mostly exported to neigh-
bouring countries, particularly Nigeria.
Remittances in 2010 and 2011 were
US$823 million (1.9 per cent of GDP in
2010).
GDP growth was 3.4 per cent in 2007,
growing to 8.7 per cent in 2008, due to
an excellent harvest that increased agri-
cultural production by 25 per cent; the in-
dustrial sector also grew through the
increase in electricity production, telecom-
munications and transport which reflected
the expansion in public and private invest-
ment, particularly in mining and infra-
structure construction. However, by 2009
the economy had slipped into recession
with negative growth of -0.9 per cent.
GDP growth was 8 per cent as global

trade picked up in 2010, but weakened in
2011 to a projected 2.3 per cent.
In 2009 the French mining company,
Areva, signed a US$1.7 billion deal with
the government to develop the Imouraren
uranium field, which when in full produc-
tion (scheduled for 2012, although in late
2011 there were rumours of a delay), will
double Niger’s uranium output.
Uranium exports provide the largest pro-
portion of foreign exchange. Government
revenue is around 17.5 per of GDP, of
which mining receipts accounted for over
60 per cent. Uranium exports require spe-
cial licences which are only granted to
registered buyers, particularly in France
and Japan. In the long-term, Niger hopes
to move away from its dependence on
uranium through the exploitation of other
mineral resources, such as gold and oil.
The Samira Hill gold mine, operated by a
Moroccan-Canadian consortium, with a
20 per cent Niger stake, has been in pro-
duction since 2004. Two new gold seams
were found in 2008, close to the current
operation.

External trade
It is a member of the Economic Commu-
nity of West African States (Ecowas), which
was set up to promote economic integra-
tion among members. Niger is also a
member of the West African Economic
and Monetary Union (WAEMU) using the
common currency, the CFA franc.
Along with uranium exports, live animal
exports, primarily to Nigeria, are also very
important to the economy.
A weak industrial and manufacturing sec-
tor typically requires domestic needs to be
met by imports.
Imports
Principal imports are foodstuffs, consumer
goods, machinery, vehicles and parts, pe-
troleum and cereals.
Main sources: France (typically 16 per
cent of total), China (13 per cent), US (7
per cent).
Exports
Principal exports are uranium ore, gold,
livestock, cow-peas and onions.
Main destinations: France (typically 35
per cent of total), Nigeria (17 per cent),
Japan (13 per cent).

Agriculture
Subsistence farming and stock rearing
contribute around 40 per cent to GDP
and employ 70 per cent of the workforce.
Less than 3 per cent of the total land area
is cultivated.
Hides and skins and cotton account for
around 20 per cent of export earnings.
The government is encouraging market
gardening – galmi onions are an impor-
tant cash crop.
Production of the two principal food
crops, millet and sorghum, is generally
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insufficient to satisfy domestic needs, even
in times of good rains, and is supple-
mented by food aid. Other food crops in-
clude rice, cowpeas and green beans.
Recurrent drought and desertification
have had a serious impact on livestock
rearing and have led to significant food
shortages with disastrous consequences.
The government is investing heavily in
anti-desertification schemes and is en-
couraging animal husbandry.

Industry and manufacturing
The industrial sector is small-scale, con-
tributing around 7 per cent to GDP and
employing 5 per cent of the workforce.
Manufacturing is concentrated on the pro-
cessing of agricultural commodities such
as sugar refining, brewing, cotton gin-
ning, tanning and flour/rice milling.
Other activities include small-scale pro-
duction of cement and metals, textiles,
plastics, soft drinks and construction
materials.
Industrial development is handicapped by
the shortage of capital and skilled labour
and by the country’s weak infrastructure.

Tourism
Niger’s tourist industry is close to being
paralysed due to the Tuareg insurgency in
the north, and Islamic militancy through-
out the country. As a result Western gov-
ernments have issued warnings to their
citizens to avoid the north entirely and
only allow essential travel to the capital
and the western region.
Tourism accounts for less than 5 per cent
of GDP and around 4 per cent of total
employment.
Before the country became dangerous for
visitors Niger had been using travel and
tourism to help build the economy by pro-
viding extra income in rural communities.
Niger is home to the highly endangered
West African Giraffe, in a protected area
in Kouré region. Ecotourism provides em-
ployment as guides for local people, so
that the giraffe is looked on as an asset to
the community, thereby encouraging its
protection. Reforestation of the habitat of
the giraffe, which had been damaged
through clearing for agriculture, is slowly
being extended through the introduction
of tiger bush nurseries (mixed vegetation
of low and tall plant that form stripes, as
seen from the air).

Environment
In June 2010 the African Union backed a
proposal to build the ‘Great Green Wall’
project, of a 15km wide, 7,775km long,
continuous belt of trees from Senegal in
the west to Djibouti in the east (traversing
11 countries) in an effort to halt the ad-
vance of the Sahara Desert. The trees to
be used would be drought-adapted, pref-
erably native to the area from a list of 37

possible species, and should help to slow
soil erosion and filter rain water.

Mining
The mining sector accounts for around 11
per cent of GDP and employs 5 per cent
of the workforce.
Niger is the third-largest exporter of ura-
nium and has been the country’s principal
export since early 1970s. Proven reserves
total 280,000 tonnes with extraction un-
dertaken mainly at two opencast mines, at
Arlit and Akouta. Production stagnated at
3,000–3,200 tonnes due to a world
slump in the demand for uranium. Pro-
duction has increased in recent years, but
depressed prices on the world market
have seen the value of uranium exports
fall. The major export markets are France,
Japan, Spain, Germany and Egypt. On 6
January 2009, Niger licensed the French
nuclear energy group Areva to operate
the Imouraren mine. The mine will be-
come the largest in Africa and the second
largest in the world, it is expected to begin
production of uranium in 2012, produc-
ing 5,000 tonnes per year. Areva will in-
vest US$1.51 billion, over 60 per cent of
the initial investment and will take a
two-thirds stake in the mine, with the gov-
ernment owning the remainder.
Other minerals exploited are the tin-bear-
ing ore cassiterite, phosphates, molybde-
num, salt and coal. There are also known
reserves of iron ore.
The Samira gold mine in Niamey, in the
Koma Bangou concession in west Niger,
produces around 5,000 ounces of gold
annually and, before 2011, is expected to
produce three tonnes and earn US$28
billion. The government owns 20 per cent
and two Canadian mining companies the
other 80 per cent of the mine. Gold pros-
pecting agreements have been reached
with three other Canadian companies for
further research in the region.
Imperial Metals is drilling for diamonds on
the M’Banga concession.

Hydrocarbons
There are proven (amounts have not been
disclosed) oil reserves in the Agadem
block in the Termit Basin in the
south-west. Since 2003 the China Na-
tional Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) (a
state oil company) increased its presence
in Niger so that by June 2008 CNPC was
given oil exploration rights in a deal local
mining unions described as secretive and
contemptuous of regulations and which
was condemned by civil rights groups,
who want the spending of investment
funds to be scrutinised by parliament. A
security warning that prevented drilling of
the 68,800 square kilometre Tenere oil
field, imposed in 2007, was lifted in De-
cember 2009. Concern is centred on the
benefit to the country from oil profits

being either squandered or corruptly em-
bezzled. Investment of US$5 billion is al-
located to oil production, a 2,000km
pipeline and the building of a 20,000
barrels per day (bpd) oil refinery.
All domestic oil consumption is provided
by imports, which were 6,000bpd in
2008.
In July 2009, Algeria, Niger and Nigeria
signed an agreement to build a 2,580km
trans-Sahara gas pipeline (TSGP) travers-
ing all three countries, which is estimated
will cost US$13 billion and transport up to
30 billion cum of natural gas, destined for
Europe. Three foreign energy companies
also expressed an interest in investing in
the project, Russia’s Gazprom, France’s
Total and the Anglo-Dutch Shell.
There are small coal reserves at
Tchirozerine (1,000km north of the capi-
tal). These reserves stand at around
780,000 tonnes. Annual production is
typically 200,000 tonnes of bituminous
(brown coal) used in power generation.
There is negligible domestic demand, al-
though this may be set to rise. There has
been a further discovery of coal reserves
in Takanamat, in central Niger.
Natural gas is neither produced nor
consumed.

Energy
Total installed generating capacity was
105MW in 2007, producing around 200
million kilowatt hours; only 12 per cent of
the population has access to mains elec-
tricity. Niger has an estimated hydroelec-
tric potential of 250MW, but an
agreement with Nigeria whereby 45MW
of electricity is guaranteed from Nigeria in
return for the uninterrupted flow of water
along the Niger River inhibits Niger’s abil-
ity to dam the river in its territory. There
are small-scale, isolated diesel generators
providing the majority of the country’s
community needs. The majority of the
population relies on non-commercial bio-
mass, mostly fuel wood, for cooking,
lighting and power.
It may be possible to use the 1.3 million
tonnes of agricultural waste to produce
biogas, but no plans exist for its exploita-
tion. Solar panels are being introduced by
private individuals.

Financial markets
Stock exchange
Afribourse (Bourse Régionale des Valeurs
Moblières) (BRVM)

Banking and insurance
Central bank
Banque Centrale des Etats de l’Afrique de
l’Ouest
Main financial centre
Niamey

Time
GMT plus one hour
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Geography
Niger is a landlocked country in western
Africa, with Algeria and Libya to the north,
Nigeria and Benin to the south, Mali and
Burkina Faso to the west and Chad to the
east. It is 80 per cent desert, in the north,
and 20 per cent savannah in the south. In
the central north there is a volcanic
mountain range, Aïr Massif, which in-
cludes Mount Gréboun, the tallest peak at
a height of 1,944 metres. The Niger river
flows from Mali to Nigeria through Niger
in the south west for about 563km and a
small portion of Lake Chad occupies the
south-eastern corner of Niger.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
Niger is very hot with temperatures rang-
ing from 28–44 degrees Celsius. There is
rain mainly in the south from June–Sep-
tember. Frequent Sahara dust storms oc-
cur from November–January. The dry
season is from October–May.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all and must have at least six
month validity left; nationals of certain Af-
rican countries may visit with national ID
cards.
At each overnight stay passports must be
presented to the police. As passports are
stamped each time, they will require
enough blank pages for the visit. Travel
by any other route than that stamped in
the passport by the police is forbidden.
Visa
Required by all, except citizens of some
African countries close to Niger. Contact
the nearest Niger embassy for further de-
tails and an application form. Visitors are
required to supply proof of return/onward
passage and funds, for living expenses of
US$500. All documents require a French
translation.
An exit permit will be required for all visi-
tors that required an entry visa, from the
Immigration Department in Niamey, be-
fore departure.
Currency advice/regulations
The import of local currency is unlimited;
export is limited to CFAf25,000. Import
and export of foreign currency is
unlimited.
Travellers cheques are accepted in hotels
and banks; to avoid extra exchange
charges cheques in euros are
recommended.

Health (for visitors)
Mandatory precautions
A yellow fever and cholera vaccination
certificate is required if arriving from an
infected area.

Advisable precautions
Inoculations and booster should be cur-
rent for tetanus, hepatitis A, diphtheria, ty-
phoid and yellow fever. There may be a
need for vaccinations for tuberculosis,
hepatitis B and meningitis and cholera.
Anti-mosquito measures including mos-
quito repellents, nets and clothing cover-
ing the body should be used for
protection against hepatitis B and yellow
fever. There is a risk of rabies.
There is a shortage of routine medications
and visitors should take all necessary
medicines with them. A first aid kit that in-
cludes disposable syringes is a reasonable
precaution. Use only bottled or boiled wa-
ter for drinks, washing teeth and making
ice. Eat only well cooked meals, prefera-
bly served hot; vegetables should be
cooked and fruit peeled. Dairy products
are unpasteurised and should be avoided,
unless cooked.
Medical insurance is essential, including
emergency evacuation, and an adequate
supply of personal medicines is necessary.

Hotels
There are good hotels in Niamey. A 5 per
cent service charge is usually added to
bills.

Credit cards
International credit and debit cards are
accepted in a limited number of places.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 24 Apr (National
Concord Day), 1 May (Labour Day), 3
Aug (Independence Day), 18 Dec (Repub-
lic Day), 25 Dec (Christmas Day).
Variable dates
Islamic New Year (two days), Easter Mon-
day (Mar/Apr), Eid al Adha (two days),
Birth of the Prophet (two days), Eid al Fitr
(four days).
Islamic year 1435 (5 Nov 2013–24
Oct 2014):: The Islamic year contains
354 or 355 days, with the result that Mus-
lim feasts advance by 10–12 days against
the Gregorian calendar. Dates of feasts
vary according to the sighting of the new
moon, so cannot be forecast exactly.

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Fri: 0800–1100 and 1600–1700.
Business
Winter: Mon–Fri: 0730–1230,
1500–1800; Sat: 0730–1230.
Summer: Mon–Fri: 0730–1230,
1530–1830; Sat: 0730–1230.
Government
Oct–Feb: Mon–Fri: 0730–1230 and
1500–1800; Mar–Sep: Mon–Fri:
0730–1230 and 1530–1830.
Shops
Mon–Fri: 0800–1200, 1600–1900; Sat:
0800–1200.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
There are 900 GSM services available in
larger town in the south.

Electricity supply
220/380V AC, 50 cycles

Getting there
Air
International airport/s: Niamey Interna-
tional (NIM), 12km south-east of city; bar,
currency exchange, post office, shops, car
hire, hotel courtesy coaches.
Airport tax: None
Surface
Road: There are road connections and
border crossings with all neighbouring
countries. Access from Algeria and Mali is
difficult, but a surfaced road connects
Benin with Niamey. Access from Chad
may be restricted.
Water: Ferries on the Niger River coming
from Mali are dependent on the water
level.

Getting about
National transport
Air: Charter flights are available in
Niamey.
Road: Main highways link Tillabery with
N’guigmi, Tahoua and Arlit, however not
all roads are open to visitors without a
permit. Petrol is not always available. Best
months for road travel December–March.
Visitors must report to police on arrival at
main centres.
Buses: Services operate from Niamey to
Zinder, Agadez, and other towns.
City transport
Taxis: Fixed rates apply for long-distance
and urban services. Taxis in Niamey are
cheap and widely available. Tipping is
optional.
Journey time from airport to city centre 10
minutes.
Car hire
Self-drive or chauffeur-driven cars are
available in Niamey. Chauffeurs are com-
pulsory outside the capital. International
driving licence required. Petrol and spares
are in short supply and there are no re-
covery services.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling code
(IDD) for Niger is +227, followed by sub-
scriber’s number.



Useful telephone numbers
Police: 17
Fire: 18

Chambers of Commerce
Maradi Chamber of Commerce and Agri-
culture, PO Box 79, Maradi (tel:
410-366; fax: 410-451).

Niger Chamber of Commerce, Agricul-
ture, Industriy and Handicrafts, Place de
la Concertation, PO Box 209, Niamey
(tel: 732-210; fax: 734-668; e-mail:
cham209n@intnet.ne).

Zinder Chambre of Commerce and Agri-
culture, PO Box 83, Zinder (tel: 510-087;
fax: 510-217).

Banking
Bank of Africa (Niger, Head Office); BP
10 973, Immeuble Sonara II, Niamey (tel:
733-620, 733-621; fax: 733-818).

Banque Centrale des Etats de l’Afrique de
l’Ouest (Agency); BP 487, Rond Point de
la Poste, Niamey (tel: 722-491/92; fax:
734-743).

Banque Commerciale du Niger (Head
Office); BP 11 363, Rond Point Maourey,
Niamey (tel: 733-915, 733-331; fax:
732-163).

Banque Internationale pour l’Afrique au
Niger (Head Office); BP 10350, Avenue
de la Mairie, Niamey (tel: 733-101; fax:
733-595; e-mail: bia@intnet.ne).

Banque Islamique du Niger pour le Com-
merce et l’industrie (BINCI), BP 12754,
Immeuble El-Nasr, Niamey (tel: 732-730,
732-740; fax: 734-735).

Caisse de Prêts aux Collectivités
Territoriale, BP 730, Route Torodi, Rive
droite, Niamey (tel: 723-412, 723-080).

Caisse Nationale d’Epargne, Avenue du
Niger, BP 11778 Niamey (tel: 732-498,
732-499; fax: 735-812)

Crédit du Niger, BP 213, Blvd de la
République, Niamey (tel: 722-701,
722-702; fax: 722-390).

Ecobank-Niger, BP 13804, Niamey (tel:
737-181, 901-052; fax: 737-204,
737-203).

Société Nigérienne de Banque, BP 891,
Ave de la Mairie, Niamey (tel: 734-569,
734-643; fax: 734-693).

Central bank
Banque Centrale des Etats de l’Afrique de
l’Ouest, Direction Nationale, Rue de
l’Uranium, PO Box 487, Niamey (tel:
722-491; fax: 734-743).

Stock exchange
Afribourse (Bourse Régionale des Valeurs
Moblières) (BRVM), www.brvm.org

Travel information
Niamey International Airport, ASECNA,
BP 1096, Niamey (tel:
732-517/518/519, 732-381/382; fax:
735-512).

Ministry of tourism
Ministère du Tourisme et d’Artisanat BP
12710, Niamey, Niger (tel: 736 522; fax:
732 387).

National tourist organisation offices
Office du Tourisme du Niger, BP 612,
Niamey.

Other useful addresses
Centre for Investment Promotion, BP
12129, Niamey (tel: 736-836; fax:
736-772).

Conseil National de Développement, c/o
Ministry of Planning, Niamey (tel:
722-233).

Direction des Statistiques, c/o Ministry of
Planning, Niamey (tel: 722-799).

Embassy of the Republic of Niger, 154
rue du Longchamp, 75116 Paris, France
(tel: (+33-1) 4504 8060; fax: (+33-1)
4504 7973).

Niger Embassy (US), 2204 R Street, NW,
Washington DC 20008 (tel: (+1-202)
483-4224; fax: (+1-202) 483-3169;
e-mail: ambassadeniger@hotmail.com).

Office Nationale des Ressources Minières
(Onarem), BP 210, Niamey (tel:
723-935).

Société Nationale de Commerce et de
Production du Niger, BP 615, Niamey.

Société Nigérienne de Produits Pétroliers
(Sonidep), BP 2735, Niamey (tel:
733-335).

Sonhotel (Société Nigerienne de Gestion
des Hôtels de l’Etat) (tel: 732-387).

Syndicat des Commerçants, Importateurs
et Exportateurs du Niger, BP 535,
Niamey.

Other news agencies: APA (African
Press Agency): www.apanews.net

Reuters Africa: http://africa.reuters.com

Internet sites
Africa Business Network: www.ifc.org/abn

AllAfrica.com: http://allafrica.com

African Development Bank: www.afdb.org

Africa Online: www.africaonline.com

Mbendi AfroPaedia (information on com-
panies, countries, industries and stock ex-
changes in Africa): http://mbendi.co.za
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