
Lithuania

T
he Social Democrat-led government
that assumed power in December
2012 promised to ease some of the

painful economic austerity measures that
Lithuanians had been enduring. But at the
same time the new government has to en-
sure, despite growing scepticism, that
Lithuania was on course to join the euro
by 2015.

New broom?
That the electorate chose to vote out their
conservative government after one of the
world’s deepest recessions, did not come
as much of a surprise to hard pressed Lith-
uanians. Early election results suggested
that the Darbo Partija (DP) (Labour Party)
and the Lietuvos Socialdemokratu Partija
(LSDP) (Social Democratic Party of Lith-
uania) had finished first and second. The
two parties’ leaders wasted no time in
meeting with the third placed Tvarka ir
Teisingumas (TT) (Order and Justice) to
discuss a possible coalition. The finish be-
tween the two former opposition parties
was close with early results showing the
DP with 19.82 per cent, and the LSPD
with 18.37 per cent. The defeated Prime
Minister Andrius Kubilius’ Tevynes
Sajunga (TS) (Homeland Union) slumped
to an unimpressive 15.08 per cent. The de-
feat was seen as an electoral punishment

for the savage cuts in pensions and public
sector wages. Separately, Lithuanians
voted against plans for a new nuclear
power station.

Lithuania’s President Dalia
Grybauskaité, a former EU budget com-
missioner who is popular with the elector-
ate, showed herself to be something of a
tough cookie by refusing to accept the DP
as a member of a ruling coalition, in view
of allegations of buying votes during the
two rounds of balloting. The President
told a news conference that ‘A party
which is suspected of gross violations in
the election, which is suspected of false
accounting and non-transparent activities
cannot participate in the government’s
formation.’ In the election run up the three
opposition parties had said they would
seek to soften the ‘pain’ of the outgoing
government’s harsh budget cuts, which
had forced many – mostly younger – Lith-
uanians to emigrate in search of work. Op-
position plans were, however, derailed by
the President’s decision. Mrs
Grybauskaité indicated that she would
probably name LSDP leader Algirdas
Butkevicius as Prime Minister, but in-
sisted that the DP should not be in the co-
alition. In the event a coalition was
formed led by the LSDP, with the DP, TT
and Lietuvos Lenku Rinkimu Akcija
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Lietuvos Respublika
(Republic of Lithuania)

Head of State: President Dalia
Grybauskaité (from 12 Jul 2009)

Head of government: Prime Minister
Algirdas Butkevicius (from 22 Nov
2012)

Ruling party: Coalition led by
Lietuvos Socialdemokratu Partija
(LSDP) (Social Democratic Party of
Lithuania), with Darbo Partija (DP)
(Labour Party), Tvarka ir
Teisingumas (TT) (Order and
Justice) and Lietuvos Lenku
Rinkimu Akcija (LLRA) (Electoral
Action of Poles in Lithuania) (from
22 Nov 2012)

Area: 65,200 square km

Population: 3.01 million (2012)*

Capital: Vilnius

Official language: Lithuanian

Currency: Litas (plural Litai) (Lt) =
100 cents

Exchange rate: Lt2.61 per US$ (Jul
2013)

GDP per capita: US$14,018 (2012)*

GDP real growth: 3.62% (2012)*

GDP: US$42.16 billion (2012)*

Labour force: 1.46 million (2012)*

Unemployment: 13.25% (2012)*

Inflation: 3.17% (2012)*

Balance of trade: -US$1.67 billion
(2012)*

* estimated figure
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(LLRA) (Electoral Action of Poles in
Lithuania) on 22 Nov 2012.

The economy
In its September 2013 assessment of the
Lithuanian economy the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) considered that
Lithuania’s economy was expanding at a
healthy pace. Macroeconomic adjustment
undertaken after the global financial crisis
was paying off with increased resilience,
balanced growth and job creation. Despite
these positive developments, in the view
of the IMF Lithuania remained suscepti-
ble to risks associated with shocks ema-
nating from trading partners and volatile
global financial markets. The IMF consid-
ered Lithuania’s key policy priorities to
be the cautious management of the 2013
budget, the implementation of a credible
2014 budget that targeted further fiscal
consolidation underpinned by what the
IMF described as ‘high quality measures’
and the need to ensure that overall policies
support euro adoption.

The IMF considered that Lithuania’s
growth had held up well and that confi-
dence is returning. With the recovery well
underway, gross domestic product (GDP)
was approaching its pre-crisis level and
growth was expected to reach about 3.5
per cent in 2013. Exports and private con-
sumption have been the key drivers, re-
flecting Lithuania’s earlier gains in
competitiveness, falling unemployment
and rising real wages. Investment and
credit growth have also started to recover
from their historic lows, as both bank and

corporate balance sheets improve and
confidence increases. Inflation is ex-
pected to fall to about 1.25 per cent in
2013, largely because of falling energy
prices. Despite improvements in the la-
bour market, structural unemployment re-
mains high, with about half of the
unemployed out of work for over a year.

The pace of economic expansion is ex-
pected to be sustained, but with some
downside risks. In 2014, GDP growth is
projected at 3.5 per cent, with the compo-
sition shifting to domestic demand as in-
vestment picks up and away from net
exports as imports rise. Lithuania’s infla-
tion is projected to normalise, rising to
2.25 per cent as the effect of falling energy
prices vanish.

The fiscal deficit in 2013 is expected by
the IMF to exceed its target by about 0.5
percentage points of GDP, leaving no
room for further deviations. Despite the
relatively strong economic recovery, rev-
enue performance has been weak, espe-
cially from consumption taxes. This,
combined with additional outlays (includ-
ing civil service wage restoration), is ex-
pected to increase the fiscal deficit to 2.9
per cent of GDP. In light of the govern-
ment’s euro adoption goals, this calls for
cautious budget execution across all lev-
els of government.

Fiscal consolidation efforts should be
strengthened in 2014, especially with spe-
cific measures to increase revenue. With-
out further fiscal consolidation,
Lithuania’s public debt would remain
around its current level of over 40 per cent

of GDP – which is too high to provide suf-
ficient fiscal buffers. Hence, further fiscal
adjustment will be needed and, in the light
of the favourable economic outlook, con-
solidation of 0.75 per cent of GDP in
structural terms (broadly in line with the
deficit reduction announced in the author-
ities’ 2013 EU Convergence Programme)
would be appropriate. The government in
September 2013 was still in the process of
formulating the details of the 2014 budget,
but it was, in the view of the IMF, essen-
tial that it be underpinned by concrete
high-quality measures. Given that Lithua-
nia’s tax-to-GDP ratio is one of the lowest
in the EU (and about three percentage
points of GDP below that of other Central
and Eastern European EU countries),
there is ample scope to increase revenue.
In particular, expanding wealth taxation –
notably on property and motor vehicles –
would provide a stable source of revenue
that tended to be progressive and less
distortionary than other forms of taxation.
Improvements in tax administration are,
in the view of the IMF, also necessary, but
expected revenue yields from this source
ought not be budgeted before they
materialise.

Lithuania’s largely foreign-owned fi-
nancial system is liquid and well capital-
ised. The recent intervention of the
Lietuvos Banka (LB) (Bank of Lithuania)
(central bank) has strengthened financial
stability. The Bank’s stepped-up supervi-
sion of the credit union sector was wel-
comed and is expected to be strengthened
by the implementation of additional regu-
latory reforms to strengthen the function-
ing of the sector. The banking system’s
high liquidity and capitalisation, along-
side declining non-performing loans and
the improved economic outlook, should
pave the way for healthy credit expansion.
In this regard, steps to broaden the man-
date of the central bank to include
macro-prudential policy were considered
timely and should help ensure that credit
growth remains sustainable and does not
jeopardise financial stability.

The adoption of the euro as the national
currency appeared to be within reach in
late 2013, but supporting policies will be
needed for Lithuania to thrive in the cur-
rency union. Exiting the currency board
and joining the euro-zone is, in the view of
the IMF, the next logical step for Lithua-
nia on its path towards integration with
Europe and would substantially reduce re-
sidual exchange rate and liquidity risk.
Yet, being a member of a currency union
also require continued fiscal discipline to
reduce the public debt ratio and provide
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KEY INDICATORS Lithuania

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m 3.36 3.34 3.29 3.27 *3.01

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 47.30 37.30 36.40 42.70 *42.16

GDP per capita US$ 14,160 11,103 11,044 13,075 *14,018

GDP real growth % 2.9 -14.8 1.4 5.9 *3.6

Inflation % 11.1 4.2 1.2 4.1 *3.2

Unemployment % 5.8 13.7 17.8 17.2 *13.2

Industrial output % change 1.0 -21.1 3.3 – –

Agricultural output % change 0.4 3.2 -3.3 – –

Exports (fob) (goods) US$m 23,768.3 16,480.6 20,815.8 27,029.0 *28,764.6

Imports (fob) (goods) US$m 29,507.1 17,558.0 22,375.7 29,523.5 *30,438.8

Balance of trade US$m -5,738.7 -1,077.4 -1,560.0 -2,494.5 *-1,674.2

Current account US$m -5,626.6 1,491.6 667.2 -619.1 *-381.0

Total reserves minus
gold US$m 6,279.7 6,453.2 6,572.6 – *8,218.2

Foreign exchange US$m 6,279.6 6,237.9 6,362.0 – *8,007.1

Exchange rate per US$ 2.36 2.48 2.61 2.46 2.66

* estimated figure
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Lithuania

space for counter-cyclical policy. Main-
taining competitiveness through structural
reforms and increased investment would
help ensure that Lithuania was in a posi-
tion to enjoy the full benefits of euro-zone
membership.

Risk assessment
Politics Good
Economy Fair
Regional stability Good

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
The Grand Duchy of Lithuania was in un-
ion with Poland from 1569; it was an-
nexed by Russia between 1772 and
1795.
1795–1914 Lithuania became part of the
Russian empire.
1914–18 The Russians were driven out of
Lithuania by the Germans in the First
World War.
1918 Lithuania declared independence.
1922 A constitution declared Lithuania a
parliamentary republic with the Seimas as
the parliamentary organ.
1926 In a military coup, Antanas
Smetona came to power as the head of
an authoritarian regime.
1940 Lithuania was invaded and occu-
pied by the Soviet Union.
1941 Lithuania was occupied by the Ger-
mans, until it was re-annexed by the Sovi-
ets in 1944.
1988 A nationalist movement, the Lithua-
nian Reform Movement (Sàjudis), was set
up by a group of writers and intellectuals;
at a mass rally in Vilnius, the leaders de-
clared that the USSR occupied Lithuania
illegally.
1989 Parliament approved the declara-
tion of Lithuanian sovereignty, stating that
Lithuanian laws take precedence over So-
viet laws.
1990 Sàjudis won the elections (the first
free elections for 50 years). Vytautas
Landsbergis was elected chairman of par-
liament, which declared Lithuania’s inde-
pendence. Fearing the impact that this
would have on nationalist demands in the
other Baltic republics, the Soviet Union
immediately imposed an economic block-
ade; Lithuania agreed to suspend inde-
pendence, pending talks.
1991 Talks with Moscow failed and the
economy faced turmoil; Landsbergis
ended the suspension of the declaration
of independence. A referendum was held,
resulting in an overwhelming vote for in-
dependence. Following a failed coup in
Moscow, the USSR recognised Lithuania’s
independence. Lithuania, together with
Latvia and Estonia, were admitted to the
UN.

1992 A new constitution introducing a
presidency was adopted by referendum.
The Lietuvos Demokratine Darbo Partija
(LDDP) (Democratic Labour Party of Lithu-
ania) won more seats than Sàjudis in the
elections – the LDDP was the first former
communist party to return to power in
central and eastern Europe.
1993 Algirdas Brazauskas, the former
Lietuvos Komunistu Partija (LKP) (Lithua-
nian Communist Party) first secretary, won
direct presidential elections and ap-
pointed Adolfas Slezevicius prime minis-
ter. Following the defeat of the Sàjudis
organisation in the 1992 elections, the
Homeland Union was established.
1996 Allegations of corruption led to the
removal of Slezevicius and Mindaugas
Stankevicius was appointed prime minis-
ter. After elections, the Tevynes Sajunga
(TS) (Homeland Union) formed a cen-
tre-right coalition government with the
Lietuvos Kricioniu Demokratu Partija
(LKDP) (Lithuanian Christian Democratic
Party) and the Lietuvos Centro Sajunga
(LCS) (Centre Union of Lithuania).
Gediminas Vagnorius was appointed
prime minister.
1998 Valdas Adamkus was elected
president.
1999 Vagnorius resigned, Rolandas
Paksas substituted until a new govern-
ment, under the leadership of Andrius
Kubilius, came to power.
2000 Following the parliamentary elec-
tions, a minority coalition government was
established, which included the Lietuvos
Liberalu Sajunga (LLS) (Lithuanian Liberal
Union), LCS and the Modernuju Kriscioni
Demokratu Sajunga (MKDS) (Modern
Christian-Democratic Union) with the sup-
port of other smaller parties. Rolandas
Paksas, leader of the LLS, was again ap-
pointed prime minister.
2001 Prime Minister Rolandas Paksas’ co-
alition government was brought down
over differences about energy sector
privatisations. A coalition government was
formed, led by the Lietuvos
Socialdemokratu Partija (LSDP) (So-
cial-Democratic Party of Lithuania). The
LSDP’s Algirdas Brazauskas was ap-
pointed prime minister.
2002 The litas was re-pegged from the
US dollar to the euro.
2003 Rolandas Paksas won the presiden-
tial election. Algirdas Brazauskas was
re-appointed prime minister. In a referen-
dum on membership of the European Un-
ion (EU), 90 per cent voted in favour;
turnout was 60 per cent.
2004 Lithuania joined NATO and the EU.
Parliament impeached President Paksas
following an inquiry that concluded his al-
leged links with Russian organised crime
was a threat to national security. Valdas
Adamkus was re-elected president. In

parliamentary elections, the Darbo Partija
(DP) (Labour Party) formed a coalition
government including the DP, LSDP,
Naujoji Sajunga (NS) New Union and
non-aligned members of parliament;
Algirdas Brazauskas was re-appointed
prime minister.
2005 The president declined an invitation
to attend the ceremony in Moscow cele-
brating the end of the Second World War.
2006 Prime Minister Brazauskas’s govern-
ment resigned after the DP withdrew its
support in protest against the president’s
statement that he did not trust two DP
cabinet members. Gediminas Kirkilas be-
came prime minister.
2007 Lithuania missed the start date for
joining the European Monetary Union
(Emu), due to a higher than planned infla-
tion rate. Lithuania became a member of
the EU Schengen area whereby all travel-
lers may cross borders without a passport
or visa.
2008 An agreement for visa-free visits by
citizens to the US was signed. Parliament
passed a law making it an offence to dis-
play Soviet or Nazi images, including
flags, emblems and badges with swastikas
or the hammer and sickle. In general
elections, Tevynes Sajunga-Lietuvos
Krikšcionys Demokratai (Homeland Un-
ion-Lithuanian Christian Democrats)
(TS-LKD) won the highest number of seats
(45 out of 141), the ruling LSDP won 25.
An alliance of TS, Tautos Prisikelimo
Partija (TPP) (National Resurrection Party)
and Lietuvos Respublikos Liberalu Sajudis
(LRLS) (Liberals’ Movement of Republic of
Lithuania) formed a government led by
Andrius Kubilius.
2009 Dalia Grybauskaité became Lithua-
nia’s first female head of state following
presidential elections in which she won
68.18 per cent of the vote; her closest ri-
val Algirdas Butkevicius won 11.8 per
cent.
2010 Former president Algirdas
Brazauskas died.
2011 In January, the European Court of
Human Rights ruled against Lithuania for
violating articles on free elections when
former president Paksas had been pre-
vented from standing for re-election. Lith-
uania will be required to prevent any
future, similar violation. In August the
government ratified a visa-free agreement
for local residents of Lithuania and
Belarus to cross the border with the mini-
mum documentation. New, long-term
travel permits replaced costly and time
consuming to attain visas.
2012 Parliamentary elections took place
on 14 and 28 October and after two
rounds the LSDP had won 15 seats by
proportional representation (PR) and 23
seats by constituency (C) (38 seats in to-
tal, out of 141) and the right to form a



coalition government. However, allega-
tions of tax fraud and vote buying by the
DP forced President Grybauskaité on 29
October to veto the proposed coalition of
LSDP, Tvarka ir Teisingumas (TT) (Order
and Justice) and DP. In a referendum,
held on 14 October, voters rejected the
proposal to build a new nuclear power
plant to replace the Ignalina Nuclear
Power Plant (which had a similar design to
the Chernobyl plant and which had been
closed in 2009) by 64.77 per cent to
35.23 per cent in favour. The referendum
was merely ‘advisory’ and the government
may choose to carry on with the project.
On 22 November, parliament endorsed
the appointment of Algirdas Butkevicius as
prime minister; he was supported by
members of LSDP, DP, TT and Lietuvos
Lenku Rinkimu Akcija (LLRA) (Electoral Ac-
tion of Poles in Lithuania).
2013

Political structure
Constitution
The constitution was adopted on 25 Oc-
tober 1992.
The written constitution has precedence
over all subsequent laws unless amended
by referendum. The office of the presi-
dent, parliamentary democracy and an in-
dependent judiciary are all guaranteed
under the constitution, along with specific
citizens’ rights.
Independence date
16 February 1918, statehood; 11 March
1990 – from the USSR.
Form of state
Parliamentary democratic republic
The executive
The head of state is the president, who is
directly elected for a maximum of two
five-year terms. The president can dissolve
parliament if it refuses to appoint a new
government or, at the latter’s request, if
the parliament passes a vote of no confi-
dence. The president cannot use this
power during the last six months of the
presidential term of office, or if an early
election has taken place during the previ-
ous six months.
The prime minister is appointed or dis-
missed by the president, with the approval
of the Seimas. Ministers are appointed
and dismissed by the president on the rec-
ommendation of the prime minister.
National legislature
The unicameral Seimas (parliament) has
141 members, of which 71 are elected by
in single-seat constituencies and 70 are
elected by proportional representation in
a nationwide constituency. All members
serve for four-year terms.
The Seimas, on a two-to-three majority
vote of its members, can decide to hold
early elections.

Legal system
The Lithuanian legal code is based on
civil law system with no judicial review of
legislative acts. The court system consists
of district and county courts, the Court of
Appeal and the Supreme Court as well as
the Administrative Court. The president
participates in the process of appointment
and dismissal of judges. Moreover, the
president has the right to apply to the
Constitutional Court concerning the con-
formity of the legal acts passed by the
government. Judges are independent in
administering justice.
Last elections
17 May 2009 (presidential); 14 and 28
October 2012 (parliamentary)
Results: Presidential: Dalia Grybauskaité
won 68.18 per cent of the vote, Algirdas
Butkevicius 11.8 per cent, Valentinas
Mazuronis 6.2 per cent, Valdemar
Tomasevski 4.7 per cent, Kazimiera
Prunskiene 3.9 per cent, and Loreta
Grauziniene 3.6 per cent. Turnout is 51.7
per cent.
Parliamentary: after two rounds, Lietuvos
Socialdemokratu Partija (LSDP) (Social
Democratic Party of Lithuania) 18.37 per
cent of the vote (38 seats, out of 141),
Tevynes Sajunga (TS) (Homeland Union)
15.08 per cent (33), Darbo Partija (DP)
(Labour Party) 19.82 per cent, (17),
Tvarka ir Teisingumas (TT) (Order and
Justice) 7.31 per cent (11), Liberalu
Sajudis (LS) (Liberal Movement) 8.57 per
cent (10), Lietuvos Lenku Rinkimu Akcija
(LLRA) (Electoral Action of Poles in Lithua-
nia) 5.83 per cent (eight), Drasos Kelias
(DK) (The Way of Courage) 7.99 per cent
(seven), Lietuvos valsTIeciu ir �aliuju
Sajunga (LV�S) (Lithuanian Peasant and
Greens Union) 3.88 per cent (one), inde-
pendents (three) and one seat unan-
nounced; 10 other political parties failed
to win any seats. Turnout was 52.93 per
cent.
Next elections
2014 (presidential); 2016 (parliamentary)

Political parties
Ruling party
Coalition led by Lietuvos socialdemokratu
partija (LSDP) (Social Democratic Party of
Lithuania), with Darbo Partija (DP) (Labour
Party), Tvarka ir Teisingumas (TT) (Order
and Justice) and Lietuvos Lenku Rinkimu
Akcija (LLRA) (Electoral Action of Poles in
Lithuania) (from 22 Nov 2012)
Main opposition party
Lietuvos Socialdemokratu Partija (LSDP)
(Social-democratic Party of Lithuania)

Population
3.01 million (2012)*
Lithuania is the largest of the three Baltic
states and has the highest population
density.
Last census: April 2001: 3,483,972

Population density: 56.7 inhabitants per
square km.Urban population 67 per cent
(2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: -0.5 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Ethnic make-up
Lithuanian (80.1 per cent), Russian (9.1
per cent), Polish (7 per cent), Belarussian
(1.5 per cent) and others (2.3 per cent).
There are long-standing cultural and po-
litical links with Poland, and many Poles
live in the southern Vilnius region where
they are in the majority, and have their
own schools and newspapers.
Religions
Roman Catholic (primarily), Lutheran,
Russian Orthodox, Protestant, Evangelical
Christian Baptist, Muslim, Jewish.

Education
Primary school starts at age seven and is
compulsory. There are three types of
school, run by the state: primary (attended
for four years), middle (five years) and
secondary (three years). There are 17
higher education institutions in Lithuania.
Vilnius University, founded in 1579, is the
oldest university in Eastern Europe and
also the largest in Lithuania.
Literacy rate: 100 per cent adult rate;
100 per cent youth rate (15–24) (Unesco
2005).
Compulsory years: Seven to 14
Enrolment rate: 98 per cent gross pri-
mary enrolment of relevant age group (in-
cluding repeaters); 86 per cent secondary
enrolment and 31 per cent at tertiary
level (World Bank).
Pupils per teacher: 16 in primary
schools.

Health
Lithuania is suffering from a lack of pri-
mary healthcare provision and an over-
stretched network of small hospitals and
large polyclinics. Over-specialisation of
staff, low-quality equipment and a lack of
investment have also put a strain on the
health system.
The private sector accounts for only 2–3
per cent of total healthcare in Lithuania.
Private clinics can charge 60 per cent
more for any treatment than those funded
by the state. The Lithuanian government
sees these clinics as a threat to the state
health care system.
HIV/Aids
HIV prevalence: 0.1 per cent aged
15–49 in 2003 (World Bank)
Life expectancy: 72 years, 2004 (WHO
2006)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
1.5 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef); ma-
ternal mortality 18 per 100,000 live births
(World Bank).
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 5 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012)

1078

Nations of the World: A Political, Economic and Business Handbook



Head of population per physician:
3.97 physicians per 1,000 people, 2003
(WHO 2006)

Welfare
The government is introduced a multi-pil-
lar pension system, with voluntary public
pension contributions for workers in
2004. A 2000 law enforces private volun-
tary pension funds.
The social security system provides pen-
sions, sickness allowance, maternity and
child care benefits and unemployment
benefit. Small family grants are also pro-
vided that are not subject to means-test-
ing. Contributions to the Lithuanian Social
Insurance Fund are tax deductible. Em-
ployers contribute 30 per cent of the pay-
roll of the company and employees pay 1
per cent of their wages.

Main cities
Vilnius (capital, estimated population
540,608 in 2012), Kaunas (340,316),
Klaipeda (179,063), Siauliai (124,534),
Panevezys (110,901), Alytus (67,151).

Languages spoken
By law, all transactions, contracts and
company returns must be in Lithuanian.
English is widely spoken by business peo-
ple. Other languages spoken include Rus-
sian, Polish, Belarusian, Ukrainian,
German and Yiddish.
Official language/s
Lithuanian

Media
Press
All newspapers are privately owned.
Dailies: There are over a dozen daily
newspapers, of which the majority are
published in Lithuanian; other languages
include Russian, Polish and German.
In Lithuanian, major newspapers include
Lietuvos Rytas (www.lrytas.lt), Lietuvos
�inios (www.lzinios.lt) and Respublika;
tabloids includeVakaro Zinios
(www.vakarozinios.lt) and 15 Min
(www.15min.lt) which was first published
in 2005 and as a free issue newspaper
quickly captured around 30 per cent of
the readership to became the leading
tabloid.
Weeklies: There are over 450 magazines
published in various languages and cov-
ering all interests.
In Lithuanian, magazines with news and
political analysis include Ekstra
(www.lrytas.lt/ekstra), Atgimimas
(www.atgimimas.lt) and Veidas
(www.veidas.lt). Women’s magazines in-
clude Moteris (www.moteris.lt) and Panele
(www.panele.lt). In English, The Baltic
Times (www.baltictimes.com), in Russian,
Litovskiy Kurier (www.kurier.lt), in Polish,
Tygodnik Wilenszczyzny (www.tygodnik.lt)
and, in German, Baltische Rundschau

(www.baltische-rundschau.eu) provide
general local and international news.
Business: In Lithuanian, Verslo Zinios
(http://vz.lt) is a comprehensive newspa-
per with local and international finance
and business news. The agro-business
magazine Mano Ukis (www.manoukis.lt) is
published monthly; Archiforma is a quar-
terly architectural review. Verslo Savaite
(www.verslosavaite.lt) is an online busi-
ness publication with an English edition.
Broadcasting
The Radio and Television Commission of
Lithuania (www.rtk.lt/en) has power to
regulate and supervise all broadcasters,
including satellite and internet providers.
The national, public broadcaster is
Lietuvos Radio ir Televizijos Centras
(LRTC) (www.lrt.lt), which is funded by 57
per cent by government and the remain-
der by commercial sales.
Radio: LRTC (http://www.lrt.lt), operates
three radio channels, LR, Klasika and Pus
3,— which includes Radijas. There are
around 50 private, commercial radio sta-
tions, which include several national net-
works, Pukas (www.pukas.lt) with two
channels broadcasting traditional and jazz
music, Radio Centras
(www.radiocentras.lt) and Ziniu Radijas
(www.ziniur.lt).
Television: LRTC (http://www.lrt.lt), oper-
ates two TV stations (LTV1 and LTV2). Ma-
jor, commercial channels includes LNK
(www.lnk.lt), BTV (www.btv.lt) and TV3
(www.tv3.lt). Most programmes are locally
produced by some foreign imports are
included.
Other news agencies: ELTA (Lithuanian
News Agency): www.elta.lt
Baltic News Service (BNS): www.bns.lt
Delfi: www.delfi.lt

Economy
The economy grew rapidly during the
1990s, moving from a centrally planned
economy within the now defunct Soviet
Union to an independent open market
economy, characterised by rising produc-
tivity, investment and innovation. Follow-
ing Lithuania’s accession to the European
Union in 2004 there was a sharp rise in
investment and capital inflow, which were
channelled into the non-tradable sector
(services) and real estate. GDP growth fell
from a high of 9.8 per cent in 2007,
which allowed an expansion in credit and
a rise in external indebtedness. In 2008
GDP growth weakened to 2.9 per cent
due to high fuel and food costs.
The global economic crisis in 2008
knocked the economy off-balance and
GDP growth fell into a serious recession
of -14.8 per cent, in 2009. However as
global trade picked so the economy re-
turned by a positive 1.4 per cent GDP in
2010 and was estimated to have grown

by 5.9 per cent in 2011. Inflation peaked
at 11.1 per cent in 2008, before falling
back to 4.2 in 2009 and lower still in
2010 to 1.2 per cent. As rapid wage
growth eroded competitiveness, unem-
ployment jumped from 5.8 per cent in
2008 to 13.7 per cent in 2009 and
higher still to 17.8 per cent in 2010. Sal-
aries were cut by 12.3 per cent in 2009
as GDP per capita fell from US$14,160
in 2008 to US$11,103 in 2009. However
in 2011 as the economy expanded so
GDP per capital rose to an estimated
US$13,075.
In response to the crisis in 2009 the gov-
ernment implemented a US$2.3 billion
stimulus plan along with severe budget
cuts. The international credit ratings
agency Standard and Poor’s cut Lithua-
nia’s credit rating to BBB (the second low-
est investment grade) in 2009 as the
country’s outlook deteriorated, with falling
exports and a weakened banking system.
At the same time Lithuania signed a
US$1.45 billion loan with the European
Investment Bank (EIB) to support
EU-backed infrastructure, utilities, health
and education sector projects.
Almost all of Lithuania’s state-owned enti-
ties have been privatised, including the
banks (of which 90 per cent are foreign
controlled, mainly by Scandinavian inter-
ests); around 80 per cent of economic
output is generated by the private sector.
Around 12 per cent of GDP comes from
fees for transit of oil from Russia to West-
ern Europe.

External trade
As a member of the European Union, Lith-
uania operates within a communitywide
free trade area, with tariffs set as a whole.
Internationally, the EU has free trade
agreements with a number of nations and
trading blocs worldwide.
Despite the poor balance of trade, exports
account for 60 per cent of GDP, of which
around 10 per is provided by forest and
timber products. Industrial production is in
food processing, shipbuilding and manu-
facturing, with a growing interest in infor-
mation technology (IT).
Imports
Principal imports include fuels and oil, ve-
hicles, machinery and equipment, chemi-
cals, textiles and clothing and metals.
Main sources: Russia (32.3 per cent of
total in 2012), Germany (9.8 per cent),
Poland (9.7 per cent).
Exports
Principal exports are mineral products
(over 20 per cent), textiles and clothing,
machinery and electronic equipment,
chemicals, timber products and foodstuffs.
Main destinations: Russia (18.9 per cent
in total in 2012), Latvia (10.9 per cent),
Estonia (7.8 per cent).
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Re-exports
Oil (from Russia) around 150,000 barrels
per day (bpd).

Agriculture
Agricultural land constitutes 53.4 per cent
of total land area, estimated at 3.4 mil-
lion hectares (ha). The industry employs
about 18 per cent of the total labour
force and contributed 6.2 per cent of
GDP in 2004. Main products include
grain, potatoes, sugar beet and dairy
products, meat and silk.
Land restitution began soon after inde-
pendence in 1990, with the creation of
104,000 private family farms. The break
up of state-owned farms into small plots,
the limited availability of capital and a
lack of business skills have slowed the re-
covery and development of the agricul-
tural sector.
The agriculture ministry has embarked on
the EU’s Special Accession Programme for
Agriculture and Rural Development
(SAPARD) programme covering the period
to 2007 and is intending to utilise EU
funds to restructure the sector. Lithuania
will not be eligible for full EU agricultural
subsidies and rural development aid
through CAP until 2013. During its transi-
tional entry stage Lithuania has decided to
implement the reform of the CAP on 1
January 2009. The reform was introduced
throughout most of the EU in 2005, when
subsidies on farm output, which tended to
benefit large farms and encourage over-
production, were replaced by single farm
payments, not conditional on production.
The change is expected to reward farms
that provide and maintain a healthy envi-
ronment, food safety and animal welfare
standards. The changes are also intended
to encourage market conscious produc-
tion and cut the cost of CAP to the EU
taxpayer.
Lithuania’s European and transatlantic in-
tegration will significantly increase com-
petitive pressures on its agriculture, with a
large proportion of exports heading to the
US. It has adopted the Swedish model of
organic farming with policies that draw
heavily on bilateral international projects.
Environmental factors continue to affect
agricultural reforms – 50 to 70 per cent of
nitrogen and 10 to 20 per cent of phos-
phorus found in surface waters originated
in farming activities.
The opportunity to export fishery products
to the EU market without any tariff barriers
has attracted the interest of its seafood
processing industry.
Redfish, mackerel, cod, red plaice, black
halibut and shrimp are caught in the high
seas. Baltic Sea catches include cod,
sprat, Baltic sprat, plaice, turbot, salmon
and smelt.

Forest and other wooded land accounts
for a third of the land area, with forest
cover estimated at 1.9 million hectares
(ha). Most of the forest is available for
wood supply. About 80 per cent of the
forest area is owned by the state, al-
though private ownership has been rising
since the early 1990s. Consumption of
forest products per capita is below the Eu-
ropean average level.
The sawmill industry, which exports half of
its production, contributes largely to the
national economy. Large volumes of
roundwood, comprising mostly pulpwood,
are exported mainly to Sweden and Ger-
many. Although pulp and paper produc-
tion is one of the oldest industries in
Lithuania, most of the internal demand for
high quality paper is met by imports.
Chemical timber, furniture, wood-fibre
and wood-chipboards are also produced,
with chipboard materials in particular
having strong export potential. Sawn
hardwood is also used in the domestic
furniture industry.

Industry and manufacturing
The industrial sector accounted for 33.6
per cent of GDP of which, 20.8 per cent
was manufacturing in 2004; it employs
around 40 per cent of the workforce.
Main industries are shipbuilding, con-
sumer electronics, metalworking, machine
building, machine tools, scientific instru-
ments, sulphuric acid, paper, meat, dairy
products, food processing, textiles, cloth-
ing and furniture. One of Lithuania’s pri-
orities is the development of light industry,
particularly furniture, using natural wood
products.
The principal branches of existing light in-
dustry in Lithuania are textiles and knit-
wear, with the largest leather and
footwear enterprises in Vilnius, Kaunas
and Siauliai. Other areas offering poten-
tial for growth include electronics.
The EU has stressed the need for Lithua-
nia to speed-up restructuring of the indus-
trial sector, particularly food processing
and agricultural industries.
In 2005, the World Bank ranked Lithuania
in its Doing Business Economy Ranking 15
for ease of doing business and 37 for
starting a business, out of 155.
Industrial production increased by 7 per
cent in 2004.

Tourism
Lithuania attracts tourists for its scenery
and historic buildings, its traditional spa
treatments and its value for money holiday
experiences. It has four sites included on
Unesco’s World Heritage List, including
the archaeological site of Kernave with its
series of hill forts (called a Lithuanian
Troy) and cultural landscape. Trakai was
the medieval capital of Lithuania, in the
country’s lake district. The coastal resort

of Palanga boasts sandy beaches as well
as health and spa facilities, which are also
found in Birstonas on the bank of the
Nemunas River. Five national and nearly
30 regional parks are classified as pro-
tected areas.
In 1999 travel and tourism accounted for
a record 9.4 per cent of GDP, this figure
fell to an average 6.2 per cent
(2000–10), and further to 4.2 per cent of
GDP in 2011. The number of visitors
reached an all-time high of 4.46 million
in 2008, but as the global economic crisis
caused a downturn in tourism, visitor re-
ceipts fell by -6.2 per cent in 2007–08
and -6.8 per cent in 2007–09; travel and
tourism contributed 4.6 per cent of GDP
2008 (a -21.4 per cent fall in real
growth). In 1999 the industry provided
8.6 per cent of employment (126,000
jobs), by 2011 it had fallen to 4 per cent
of employment (56,000 jobs).
Domestic tourism has played an import
part in the fortunes of the industry, but in
2010 for the first time more Lithuanian
travellers went abroad (4.5 million) than
spent their holidays in Lithuania.

Mining
Lithuania is famous for its high quality de-
posits of amber which supply the local
jewellery industry. Amber deposits have
been found in the coastal region of
Curonian Bay and Juodkrante. The
Juodkrante site covers 82 hectares; amber
deposits are estimated at 112 tonnes.
Lithuania also has large reserves of
high-quality iron ore in the south, but ex-
traction is not economically viable.
Other raw materials found in small quan-
tities include limestone, dolomite, gyp-
sum, clay, sand and gravel.

Hydrocarbons
Lithuania reserves have been falling since
the 1990s. Total, proven oil reserves were
10 million cubic metres (cum) (12 million
barrels) of oil in 2007. Exploration has
found only two new, small oilfields, in
2004 and 2005, close to existing oil-
fields; by 2008 exploration had ceased.
The oil in production and the country’s re-
serves so far are high quality, light crude,
which is easy to convert into refined
products.
The country imports most of its domestic
consumption oil needs of approximately
70,000 barrels per day (bpd) from Russia,
via the Druzhba pipeline, which termi-
nates in Butinge, the site of the country’s
only oil refinery – Mazeikiu Nafta. It has a
capacity of over 260,000bpd producing
petrol, diesel and jet fuel. A major fire dis-
rupted production in 2006; repairs had
been completed by 2008.
Lithuania’s natural gas situation is similar
to that of oil: the country has scarce re-
serves and is heavily dependent on
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Russian imports to meet the country’s do-
mestic consumption demand of 2.9 billion
cubic metres per annum.
Germany and Russia have agreed to build
a gas pipeline, to supply Russian gas to
Western Europe, which will be built under
the Baltic Sea, bypassing Lithuania. Rela-
tions between Russia and Lithuania have
been strained and West European coun-
tries are keen that their supplies of gas
are not impeded by any such tensions. For
Lithuania’s part, any plan to become the
hub for gas supplies to the EU is threat-
ened by this arrangement, as well as the
implicit risk to its own supplies from Rus-
sia. Nevertheless major infrastructure up-
grading projects are under way at several
Lithuanian ports.
Lithuania does not produce coal and has
reduced its consumption, but still imports
small quantities from Poland and Russia.

Energy
Total installed generating capacity was
over 3,9000MW, producing 9.7 terawatt
hours in 2007.
The Lithuanian energy sector is dominated
by Lietuvos Energija, the largest electric
power company in the country. It is 96.2
per cent state-owned, with a minority
stake held by Sweden’s Vatenfall. The
company is structured into separate com-
panies, responsible for generation, distri-
bution and transmission. A privatisation
programmed is due to be completed by
2010.
The Estlink project, an underwater cable
linking the Baltic States with the Scandina-
vian and Nordic power grids, was partly
funded by the EU and became opera-
tional in 2007. Lithuania has plans to
interlink its power grid with those of Po-
land, Karliningrad (Russia) and eventually
Western Europe.
On 17 May 2012 parliament overwhelm-
ingly approved the building of the
Visaginas nuclear power plant. The joint
project (between Lithuania, Latvia and Es-
tonia), sited at the eastern border of Lithu-
ania, will be built by the Japanese
engineering company Hitachi, with con-
struction to begin in 2015 and energy
production in 2020–21; the total project
is expected to cost US$6.1 billion, of
which Lithuania’s share is US$2.1 billion.
The ageing Ignalia nuclear power plant,
similar in construction to the Chernobyl
facility is being decommissioned in 2009
as part of Lithuania’s EU accession agree-
ment. There are plans to build a replace-
ment. Finland supplied technical expertise
during the environmental assessment and
by 2008 the new nuclear power plant
(NNPP) project was at the procurement
documentation stage.

The potential for geothermal energy pro-
duction has been identified in west Lithua-
nia, close to existing oil fields.

Financial markets
Stock exchange
Vilniaus Vertybiniu Popieriu Birza (Vilnius
Stock Exchange) (VSE)

Banking and insurance
Lithuania has a two-tier banking system
whereby the commercial and central bank
functions of the state bank are separated.
Foreign-owned banks may operate in the
country. Commercial banking operations
have been removed from the central
bank, which has assumed the govern-
ment’s responsibility for setting interest
policy. The Lietuvos Zemes Ukio Bankas
(LZUB) (Lithuanian Agricultural Bank) was
sold by the government in early-2002 —
the end of state involvement in commer-
cial banking.
Central bank
Lietuvos Banka (LB) (Bank of Lithuania)
Main financial centre
Vilnius

Time
GMT plus two hours (daylight saving, late
March to late October, GMT plus three
hours)

Geography
Lithuania is the largest of the three Baltic
states, situated on the eastern coast of the
Baltic Sea in north-eastern Europe. It is
bordered by Latvia to the north, Belarus to
the south-east, Poland to the south-west
and the Russian Federation to the west.
There is a dense network of waterways,
the main river being the Nemunas, which
flows south to north into the Baltic Sea.
There are many lakes in the northern re-
gions of the Baltic Highlands. The highest
point is Juozapine Hill (294 metres) in the
east of the country.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
Lithuania enjoys one of the mildest cli-
mates along the Baltic coast. Summer
sunshine may last nine hours a day, but
winters can be very cold. Annual rainfall
averages 490mm and humidity 80 per
cent.

Dress codes
Warm clothing is necessary in winter.
Business dress is conservative but rela-
tively informal, with a jacket and tie ex-
pected for meetings. A raincoat is useful
during spring and autumn.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all.

Visa
Required by all, except nationals of EU
and Schengen area signatory countries,
North America, Australasia and Japan.
For further exceptions contact the nearest
embassy. A Schengen visa application (of-
fered in several languages) can be down-
loaded from http://europa.eu/abc/travel/
see ‘documents you will need’.
Business visas for all other nationals must
be applied for with an invitation from a
local company or organisation and certi-
fied by the migration authorities in Lithua-
nia (stamped and signed by a migration
officer). A business letter, by the visitor’s
company, giving purpose of visit and full
itinerary should also be included.
Currency advice/regulations
Import of local currency is unlimited but
export is limited to Lt5,000. Import and
export of foreign currency is unlimited al-
though any amount over the equivalent of
Lt40,000 must be declared.
Travellers cheques are not widely
accepted.
Customs
Personal items are duty-free. There are no
duties levied on alcohol and tobacco be-
tween EU member states, providing
amounts imported are for personal
consumption.
Prohibited imports
Military and hunting firearms, ammuni-
tion, fishing equipment require a permit.
Meat and dairy products; illegal drugs are
prohibited.

Health (for visitors)
Nationals of the European Economic Area
(EEA) countries and Switzerland can ac-
cess reduced cost and sometimes free
medical treatment using a European
Health Insurance Card (EHIC) while visit-
ing the EEA. Exceptions include nationals
of the 10 countries, which joined the EU
in 2004, whose EHIC is not valid in Swit-
zerland. Applications for the EHIC should
be made before travelling.
Mandatory precautions
Vaccination certificates are required for
cholera or yellow fever if travelling from
an infected area.
Advisable precautions
It is advisable to be in date for the follow-
ing immunisations: polio (within 10 years),
tetanus (within 10 years), typhoid fever,
hepatitis A (moderate risk only).
It is recommended that bottled water is
used for drinking; tap water is occasion-
ally brown.

Hotels
There are many hotels in Vilnius. Some
have been restored or taken over. Most
ask for payment in hard currency. West-
ern-class hotels charge Western prices.
Tipping is not widely practised.
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Credit cards
Major credit cards are accepted in hotels,
restaurants and shops. ATMs are found in
many centres.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year), 16 Feb (Independence
Day), 11 Mar (Restoration Day), 1 May
(Labour Day), 8 May (Mother’s Day), 26
May (Jonines), 6 Jul (Statehood Day), 15
Aug (Assumption Day), 1 Nov (All Saints’
Day), 25–26 Dec (Christmas).
Variable dates
Easter (two days)

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Fri: 0900–1700. Some banks open
on Sat: 0900–1300.
Business
Mon–Fri: 0900–1300 and 1400–1800;
lunch break 1300–1400.
Shops
Mon–Fri: 1000–1400 and 1500–1900;
Sat: 1000–1600.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
A GSM network covers the republic’s
eight largest cities.

Electricity supply
220V AC, 50Hz. European plugs are
required.

Social customs/useful tips
Social behaviour is fairly informal. Lithua-
nians are open and hospitable. Straight
professional questions receive straight an-
swers. Business cards are used widely and
shaking hands is the common form of
greeting and farewell. Most Lithuanians
are punctual – being late for a meeting
can be a bad start.
Tipping has become more widespread,
with waiters often expecting generous tips
from westerners – avoid leaving hard
currency.
Lithuanian-Russian relations are not as
tense as those between Estonians and Lat-
vians and Russians, although care should
be taken when discussing Russia and its
role in the region. Lithuanians also dislike
being described as members of the Baltic
states, rather than Lithuanian.

Security
Compared to other European capitals, the
crime rate in Vilnius is relatively low, but
street crime does occur. Make use of ho-
tel safe deposit boxes and be careful not
to show valuables when walking around
the city. Car theft is common.

Getting there
Air
National airline: FlyLAL (Lithuanian
Airlines)

International airport/s: Vilnius Interna-
tional (VNO), 5km from city; facilities in-
clude business and VIP lounges, duty-free
shops, car hire, post office, bureau de
change, restaurants, first aid. Taxis and
buses are available.
Airport tax: Departure tax Lt60
Surface
Road: Lithuania has a good network of
interconnecting roads, providing links to
neighbouring countries.
Rail: There is a well developed rail net-
work with Vilnius as the hub for rail con-
nections in the region. There are train
connections with Poland through Grodno
in Belarus. There are regular trains to Rus-
sia (Moscow and St Petersburg). Rail
travel between Lithuania, Latvia and Esto-
nia can be slow.
Water: There are several regular ferry
services from the main port of Klaipeda to
UK, Russian Federation, Germany, Poland
and Sweden. There are also many more
irregular sea links to other foreign ports.

Getting about
National transport
Air: There are three domestic airports at
Palanga, Kaunas and Siaulai but they
have limited services.
Road: Paved roads are generally in good
condition, however rural unpaved roads
can be hazardous. There is a modern
four-lane motorway connecting Vilnius
with Kaunas, Laipeda and Panaeveys.
Buses: Buses are convenient and the
cheapest way to travel as trains do not
serve every town and village.
Rail: The rail system is being upgraded.
Twice daily trains connect Vilnius with the
Baltic coast.
Water: There is a coastal ferry linking
Klaipeda and the Curonian Spit. There is
also a dense network of rivers, the longest
of which is the Nemunas River – total
length 973km, 475km of which is in Lith-
uania – which is suitable for navigation in
parts.
City transport
Taxis: Taxis display an illuminated Taksi
sign and can be flagged down in the
street or found at taxi-stands or booked by
telephone. Meters should be in operation
and visitors can insist that they be used. If
not, fares must be negotiated and
avoided being paid for in hard currency.
Taxis are always more expensive from the
airport, railway station, cathedral and the
Vilnius Department Store.
Buses, trams & metro: There is a choice
of buses and trolley buses within the city.
Tickets can be purchased from kiosks
(spaudos kioskas) and drivers; they must
be inserted into a validating machine on
board. Services operate from 0600 to
0030 or 0100.

The Vilnius railway station is a cosmopoli-
tan marketplace and terminus, but it is not
safe for visitors at night.
Car hire
Many of the major car rental companies
operate in Lithuania. There are winter
(Oct–Mar) and summer (Apr–Sep) speed
limits on motorways: 110kph (winter),
130kph (summer); 90kph (all year) on
open roads and 60kph on urban roads.
National driving licences with photo IDs
are required. Seat belts are compulsory
and drink/driving is prohitited. Traffic
drives on the right. It is advisable to make
sure hire vehicles have an alarm and
steering lock.
Drivers must pay a fee to use any road
leading to Vilnius old town.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling code
(IDD) for Lithuania is +370, followed by
area code and subscriber’s number:
Kaunus 37 Panevezys 45
Klaipeda 46 Siauliai 41
Palanga 460 Vilnius 5

Useful telephone numbers
Directory enquiries: 09
International operator: 8-194
Fire: 01
Police: 02
Ambulance (greitoji pagalba): 03
Vilnius City Road Police, Giraites 3:
631-168

Chambers of Commerce
American Chamber of Commerce in Lith-
uania, 5 Lukiskiu Street, 2600 Vilnius (tel:
261-1181; fax: 212-6128; e-mail:
acc@acc.lt).

Association of Lithuanian Chambers of
Commerce, Industry and Crafts, 9 J
Tumo-Vaizganto Street, 2001 Vilnius (tel:
261-2102; fax: 261-2112; e-mail:
info@chambers.lt).

British Chamber of Commerce in Lithua-
nia, 21 T Sevcenkos Street, 2009 Vilnius
(tel: 239-2316; fax: 239-2301; e-mail:
info@bccl.lt).

Kaunas Chamber of Commerce, Industry
and Crafts, PO Box 2111, 8 K Donelaicis
Street, 3000 Kaunas (tel: 229-212; fax:
208-330; e-mail: chamber@chamber.lt).

Klaipeda Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
try and Crafts, 17 Danes Street, 5800
Klaipeda (tel: 390-861; fax: 410-626;
e-mail: klaipeda@chambers.lt).
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Panevezys Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry and Crafts, 34
Respublikos Street, 5319 Panevezys (tel:
463-687; fax: 462-227; e-mail:
panevezys@chambers.lt).
Siauliai Regional Chamber of Commerce,
Industry and Crafts, 88 Vilniaus Street,
5400 Siauliai (tel: 525-504; fax:
523-903; siauliai@chambers.lt).
Vilnius Regional Chamber of Commerce,
Industry and Crafts, 31 Algirdo Street,
2600 Vilnius (tel: 213-5550; fax:
213-5542; e-mail: vilnius@chambers.lt).

Banking
Bankas Snoras, 7A Vivulskio Street, 2600
Vilnius (tel: 216-2795).

Lietuvos Zemes Ukio Bankas (Lithuanian
Agricultural Bank), Totoriu 4, 2600
Vilnius.

Lithuanian Commercial Banker’s Associa-
tion, Vilniaus 4/35, Vilnius 2001.

Lithuanian Development Bank, Stulginskio
4-7, 2600 Vilnius.

Lietuvos Taupomasis Bankas (Lithuanian
Savings Bank), Savanoriu pr 19, 2015
Vilnius.

Lietuvos Valstybinis Komercinis Bankas
(Lithuanian State Commercial Bank),
Jogailos 14, 2001 Vilnius.

Vilniaus Bankas (commercial bank),
Gedimino Avenue 12, 14, 2600 Vilnius.

Central bank
Lietuvos Bankas (Bank of Lithuania), 6
Gedimino Avenue, LT-01103 Vilnius (tel:
268-0029; fax: 262-8124; e-mail:
info@lb.lt; internet: www.lb.lt).

Stock exchange
Vilniaus Vertybiniu Popieriu Birza (Vilnius
Stock Exchange) (VSE),
www.omxnordicexchange.com

Travel information
FlyLAL, 4 Gustaicio Avenue LT-02512
Vilnius (tel: 252-5555; email:
info@flylal.com).

Krantas Travel Operator, 5 Teatro Street,
LT-91247 Klaipeda (tel: 395-215)

Lithuanian Tourism Association, Pylimo 6,
2001 Vilnius.

Travel Bureau, Lietuva Hotel, Ukmerges
20, Vilnius.

Vilnius International Airport, Rodunios
kelias 10A, LT- 02189, Vilnius (tel:
230-6666; fax: 232-9122; email: air-
port@vno.lt).

Vilnius Tourist Information Centre, (J-3)
Didzioji 31, Town Hall, Vilnius (tel:
262-6470; email: turizm.info@vilnius.lt).

National tourist organisation offices
Lithuanian State Department of Tourism,
A Juozapaviciaus 13, LT-09311 Vilnius

(tel: 210-8796: fax:210-8753; email:
vtd@tourism.lt; internet: www.tourism.lt).

Ministries
Ministry of Agriculture, Gedimino Avenue
19, LT-2025 Vilnius (email: zum@zum.lt).

Ministry of Culture, J Basanaviciaus Street
5, LT-5683 Vilnius (email: cul-
ture@muza.lt).

Ministry of Defence, Tortoriu 25/3,
LT-2001 Vilnius (email: vis@kam.kam.lt).

Ministry of the Economy, Gedimino Ave-
nue 38/2, LT-2600 Vilnius (email:
pr@po.ekm.lt).

Ministry of Education and Science, A
Volano Street 2/7, LT-2691 Vilnius
(email: smmin@smm.lt).

Ministry of the Environment, A Jaksto
Street 4/9, LT-2694 Vilnius (email:
info@aplinkuma.lt).

Ministry of Finance, J Tumo-Vaizganto
Street 8a/2, LT-2600 Vilnius (email:
finmin@finmin.lt).

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, J
Tumo-Vaizganto Street 2, LT-2600 Vilnius
(email: urm@urm.lt).

Ministry of Health, Vilniaus Street 33,
LT-2001 Vilnius (email:
ministerija@sam.lt).

Ministry of the Interior, Sventaragio Street
5, LT-2600 Vilnius (email:
infoskyrius@vrm/lt).

Ministry of Justice, Gediminio Avenue
30/1, LT-2600 Vilnius.

Ministry of Social Welfare and Labour, A
Vivulskio Street 11, LT-2693 Vilnius
(email: post@socmin.lt).

Ministry of Transport, Gediminio Avenue
17, LT-2679 Vilnius (email:
transp@transp.lt).

Office of the President, S Daukanto
Square 3, LT-2008 Vilnius (email:
info@president.lt).

Office of the Prime Minister, Gedimino
Avenue 11, LT-2039 Vilnius (email:
kanceliarija@lrvk.lt).

Other useful addresses
Association of Light Industry Enterprises of
Lithuania, Saltonishkiu 29/3, 2677
Vilnius.

Association of Lithuanian Entrepreneurs, A
Jakshto 9, 2600 Vilnius.

British Embassy, Antakalnio 2, Vilnius
2055 (tel: 222-070/1; fax: 727-579;
e-mail: BE-VILNIUS@post.omnitel.net).

Commercial Court of the Republic of Lith-
uania, Gedimino pr 39/1, 2640 Vilnius.

Confederation of Lithuanian Industrialists,
Saltonishkiu 19, 2600 Vilnius.

Construction Production Certification
Centre, Linkmenu 28, 2600 Vilnius.

Department of Customs, A. Jaksto 1/25,
2600 Vilnius (internet: (foreign trade da-
tabase) www.cust.lt/).

Department of Statistics, Gedimino pr 29,
2746 Vilnius.

ELTA Lithuanian News Agency, Gedimino
Ave 21/2, Vilnius 2600.

Energy Agency, A Vienuolio 8/4, 2600
Vilnius.

Lithuanian Building Industry Association,
Sevcenko 19, 2000 Vilnius.

Lithuanian Construction Association,
Raugyklos 15, 2600 Vilnius.

Lithuanian Development Agency, Invest-
ment, Marketing and Public Relations De-
partments, Sv Jono Str 3 2600 Vilnius
(email: lda@lda.lt; internet: www.lda.lt);
Export Department, Algirdo 31, 2600
Vilnius (email: lda@lda.lt).

Lithuanian Economic and Foreign Invest-
ment Development Agency (FIDA), J
Jasinskio 9, 4th floor, 2600 Vilnius.

Lithuanian Embassy (USA), 2622 16th
Street, NW, Washington DC 20009 (tel:
(+1-202) 234-5860; fax: (+1-202)
328-0466; email: info@ltembassyus.org).

Lithuanian Export Promotion Agency, J
Tumo-Vaizganto 8a/2, 2739 Vilnius
(email: lepa.epd@post.omnitel.net)..

Lithuanian International Trade Agency, V
Kudirkos st 18, 2600 Vilnius (email:
LAITA@post.omnitel.net).

Lithuanian Investment Agency (LIA), Sv
Jono 3, 2600 Vilnius.

Lithuanian Manufacturers’ Confederation,
Saltonishkiu 19, 2687 Vilnius.

Lithuanian Privatisation Agency, Gedimino
38/2, 2600 Vilnius.

Lithuanian Road Administration, State
Property and Service Division, 36/2
Basanaviciaus Street, Vilnius LT-2009.

Lithuanian Standardisation Board, A
Joksto g 1/25, 2600 Vilnius.

Lithuanian Television & Radio Broadcast-
ing, Konarskio 49, 2674 Vilnius.

Privatisation Agency, Gedimino Prosp
38/2, Vilnius.

Securities Commission, Ukmerges g 41,
2600 Vilnius.

State Competition and Consumer Protec-
tion Office, Gedimino pr 38/2, 2600
Vilnius.

State Patent Bureau, Algirdo g 31, 2600
Vilnius.

State Quality Inspectorate, Gedimino pr
19, 2600 Vilnius

Vilnius City Administration, Gedimino ave
9, 2600 Vilnius.

Baltic News Service (BNS): www.bns.lt

1083

Lithuania




