
Germany

E
ven as parliamentary elections pro-
duced by turns results that were both
expected and surprising, the elec-

toral politics that shaped developments in
Germany through the course of 2013
were being classed an overwhelming vic-
tory for the pragmatic approach of
Angela Merkel. Nevertheless, the cam-
paign revealed issues the chancellor must
address if she is to ensure her new man-
date is as successful as the previous terms
that permitted it.

Occurring amid a German-led revival of
growth in euro-zone economies, the pros-
pects for sustainability of gains both at
home and abroad loomed large on the

hustings. These include energy policy and
wage issues, whose high ranking on party
agendas speak to popular support for re-
form on key aspects of competitiveness
for the country’s export successes.

At European level, a constitutional
court decision due early in 2014 on mea-
sures taken by the European Central Bank
(ECB) to support the single currency will
help to shape the new government’s ap-
proach to euro-zone affairs. In relations
with the broader European Union, the
gains made by Euroskeptics, largely at the
expense of pro-integration politicians,
looks to figure strongly in the spring’s Eu-
ropean Parliamentary elections.
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Bundesrepublik
Deutschland (Federal Republic of
Germany)

Head of State: President Joachim
Gauck (from 18 Mar 2012)

Head of government: Federal
Chancellor Angela Merkel (CDU)
(elected 2005; re-elected 27 Sep
2009)

Ruling party: Coalition:
Christlich-Demokratische Union
Deutschlands/Christlich-Soziale
Union in Bayern (CDU/CSU)
(Christian Democratic Union of
Germany/Christian Social Union
of Bavaria) and Freie
Demokratische Partei (FDP) (Free
Democratic Party) (CDU/CSU
elected 2005; re-elected 27 Sep
2009; formed coalition 28 Sep
2009)

Area: 357,041 square km

Population: 81.92 million (2012)

Capital: Berlin

Official language: German

Currency: Euro (�) = 100 cents
(from 1 Jan 2002; previous
currency Deutsche mark, locked at
DM1.96 per euro)

Exchange rate: �0.75 per US$ (Jul
2013)

GDP per capita: US$41,513 (2012)*

GDP real growth: 0.86% (2012)*

GDP: US$3,400.58 billion (2012)*

Labour force: 44.16 million (2012)*

Unemployment: 5.46% (2012)*;
6.9% (Oct 2013)

Inflation: 2.14% (2012)*

Natural gas production: 9.00 billion
cum (2012)

Balance of trade: US$23.82 billion
(2012)*

* estimated figure



Despite voters giving her Christlich
Demokratische Union Deutschlands (CDU)
(Christian Democratic Union) a near-abso-
lute majority in the Bundestag (the lower
house of the German parliament). Merkel’s
penchant for consensus portends a fairly
protracted process of post-election coali-
tion-building, the outcome of which will
dictate the scope of change in Germany and
the forcefulness of German influence in
continental affairs in 2014.

A perfect electoral storm...
Buoyed by a resilient German economy,
the CDU and the Bavaria-based
Christlich-Soziale Union in Bayern
(CSU) (Christian Social Union) that forms
the base of its support together captured
almost 42 per cent of the popular vote on
22 September 2013. Amid a turnout of
71.5 per cent of the electorate, or some
43.6 million voters, the result was the best
for the centre-right party since a 44 per
cent showing in 1990 and gave it 311 of
the 630 contested seats.

The pair were helped in no small mea-
sure by the demand-driven knock-on ef-
fects across the euro-zone, whose
economies – led by Germany – produced
its first three-month rise in gross domestic
product (GDP) since the third quarter of
2011. Though modest, the 0.3 per cent
gain was being touted as the positive re-
sult of staying the austere course proffered
by Germany and on which relief for
debt-ridden governments from Greece to
Portugal the EU has made contingent.

With capital investment up 1.9 per cent
and consumption a half-per-cent higher,
Germany’s strong fundamentals under-
pinned the euro-zone’s positive perfor-
mance, according to the Federal Statistics
Office in Wiesbaden. German GDP was
up 0.7 per cent in the second quarter of
2013, outpacing both the 1.2 per cent an-
nual rate of euro-zone growth and 2012’s
rise in the domestic economy of a full per
centage point.

Increases in construction (up 2.6 per
cent) and government spending (by 0.6
per cent) pushed the economy higher,
while quarterly increases in expenditures
for plants and machinery of 0.9 per cent
were the first in more than two years. Im-
ports advanced 2 per cent in the quarter,
after gaining 0.7 per cent in all of 2012.

The improvement was seen in the labour
force, too, with the unemployment rate of
6.8 per cent in June 2013 the lowest level
recorded in almost 20 years. Coupled with
the strong output, the policies that enabled
meeting the strong demand – exports were
up 2.4 per cent for the second quarter of
2013 after rising by 3.4 per cent in 2012 –
positioned the CDU strongly in its bid for
re-election.

Not so its coalition partner...
The Freie Demokratische Partei (FDP)

(Free Democratic Party), which shared
power with the CDU following the last
election, crashed below the 5 per cent
threshold needed for parliamentary repre-
sentation for the first time in its history.
Having drawn 15 per cent of the votes cast

in 2009, the party’s advocacy of aggres-
sive tax cuts for business and its objection
to wage minimums did not play well with
an electorate that had conceded both com-
pensation and working hours to retain jobs
during the collapse of global credit mar-
kets and the euro-zone crisis it helped to
ignite.

Perhaps prefacing its failure at the
pools, mention of the FDP largely was ab-
sent in the CDU election manifesto. As
well, the party fared poorly in parliamen-
tary elections in both Bavaria and Hesse
that preceded the nation-wide balloting.
FDP leader Philipp Rösler resigned fol-
lowing what he termed ‘the bitterest de-
feat’, both for himself and for civil
libertarians.

The surge in popularity of the CDU,
which fell just short of joining former
party leader Konrad Adenauer’s ‘No Ex-
periments’ government elected in 1957 as
the second outright majority in the
post-War era, came at the expense of lead-
ing opposition parties, as well.

While up from 23 per cent in 2009, the
Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands
(SPD) (Social Democratic Party) polling
of 25.7 per cent showed continuing disfa-
vour among the electorate even as the
SPD’s 2004 Hartz reforms, implemented
under former Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder, were being credited with pro-
viding the labour-market flexibility that
keyed the German economy’s post-crisis
rebound. The SPD’s 192 seats in the lower
house and ostensible control of the
Bundesrat – the upper house comprised of
government representatives of the 16 Ger-
man states – raised the prospect of a re-
union of the CDU/SPD coalition that
ruled from 2005–09.

And like the FDP’s Rösler, the leader-
ship of the Green Party (known formally
as Bündnis 90/Die Grünen (Alliance
‘90/The Greens)) stepped down following
the loss of five parliamentary seats in the
election. The Greens capture of 8.4 per
cent of the vote, down from 10.7 per cent
in 2009, after campaigning less on the
party’s traditional platform of environ-
mental protection and more on a
programme of higher taxes for the
well-off.

Trailing the CDU and SPD was Die
Linke (The Left), a legacy party compris-
ing the rump of the Communist Party of
the former East Germany. Despite win-
ning fewer votes – its total fell from 11.9
per cent at the last election to 8.6 per cent
in September 2013 – the party retained 64
of the 76 seats it captured in 2009. Led by
co-chairs Katja Kipping and Bernd
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KEY INDICATORS Germany

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m 82.12 81.88 81.76 81.78 *81.92

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 3,667.50 3,352.70 3,315.60 3,577.00 *3,400.58

GDP per capita US$ 44,660 40,875 40,631 43,742 *41,513

GDP real growth % 0.8 -5.1 3.6 3.1 *0.9

Inflation % 2.8 0.1 1.2 2.5 *2.1

Unemployment % 7.8 7.5 7.7 7.1 *5.5

Natural gas output bn cum 13.0 12.2 10.6 10.0 9.0

Coal output mtoe 47.7 44.4 43.7 44.6 45.7

Exports (fob) (goods) US$m 1,498,190 1,144,870 1,303,330 1,493,740 1,460,120

Imports (fob) (goods) US$m 1,232,430 956,650 1,098,610 1,273,470*1,221,960

Balance of trade US$m 265,760 188,220 204,720 220,280 *238,160

Current account US$m 245,722 168,110 188,370 202,730 *238,496

Total reserves minus
gold US$m 43,137.0 59,925.0 62,295.0 65,163.0 *67,422.0

Foreign exchange US$m 38,557.0 36,928.0 37,356.0 38,001.0 *37,964.0

Exchange rate per US$ 0.68 0.78 0.76 0.75 *0.77

* estimated figure
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Riexinger, the party is the country’s
fourth largest and was the third-leading
vote-getter in the polling.

Euroskecpticism on the rise…
While frozen out of the parliament, the
Euroskeptic Alternative für Deutschland
(AfD) (Alternative for Germany) saw its
popularity soar amid mounting disillu-
sionment with the country’s participation
in the single currency. Founded in April
2013, the AfD describes itself as
‘anti-euro but not anti-EU’ and cam-
paigned both nationally and in the parlia-
mentary elections in Hesse on a platform
that sought German withdrawal from the
euro as a central platform.

Born from the Wahlalternative 2013
(Election Alternative 2013) that was
formed in September 2012 by former
World Bank economist Bernd Lucke, en-
trepreneur Frauke Petry and Konrad
Adam, a former editor of the Franfurter

Allegmeine newspaper, the AfD proffered
a largely conservative approach to be-
come the fastest-rising party in the
post-War era. Allied to its goal of restor-
ing a national currency, the party also
wants tighter adherence to the Treaty of
Maastricht that governs the monetary un-
ion, particularly as it regards bailouts of
profligate euro-zone governments, and to
prevent the European Central Bank (ECB)
from supporting the single currency in
world markets.

On the domestic front, the party seeks to
reform energy pricing and policy, includ-
ing the moratorium issued by the Merkel
government following the 2011 disaster in
Fukashima, Japan, on nuclear power pro-
duction after 2022. The AfD also wants
the government to consider immigration
practices implemented in other countries,
namely Canada, to attract skilled labour as

a means of mitigating a forecast shortage
engendered by the greying of the German
labour force.

Lucke in May 2013 said he could envi-
sion working with a CDU-led government
provided it took a harder line on the Euro-
pean Stability Mechanism that provides
financial assistance to troubled EU gov-
ernments. However, its failure to gain en-
try to the Bundestag means that AfD will
do so from the relative fringe, at least until
after elections for the European Parlia-
ment are completed in April 2014.

Among the key issues…
With pre-election opinion polls showing
one in four Germans no longer support the
euro, the AfD’s surge speaks to issues
both foreign and domestic highlighted
during the campaign that Merkel must ad-
dress over the coming four years. Among
them are popular demand for reforms of
policies that are lynchpins of the country’s
economic success post recent global and
euro-zone financial crises.

Also among them are energy policy,
which sees businesses exempt from sur-
charges applied to utility bills for con-
version efforts aimed at seeing the
country produce 80 per cent of its en-
ergy needs from renewable sources by
2050. Infrastructure inefficiencies and
the generous subsidies offered to wind,
solar and biogas operators that account
for around half of monthly bills have re-
sulted in an increasing unwillingness
among consumers, who pay on average
the highest costs for electricity in the
EU, to solely shoulder the costs for alter-
natives conversion.

Fuelling the unrest are demands for
better pay in an era of record-low unem-
ployment. When they were introduced a
decade ago under the Agenda 2010

banner, the Shroeder government’s la-
bour-market reforms were aimed at get-
ting more than 4 million Germans –
equivalent to 11.6 per cent of the
workforce – back to work.

The systematic introduction of Hartz re-
forms, including limits on unemployment
benefit and the creation of low-paying
mini-jobs that absolve employers from a
portion of social-security contributions,
worked to boost the numbers of those in
work. Just as the reform of so-called
short-time work that lets workers reduce
their hours and commensurate pay below
the boundaries of employment contracts
in times of low demand, worked to pre-
serve jobs.

However, the resulting effects on wage
growth – including declines in member-
ship in the trade unions that negotiate sala-
ries for companies and sectors – have
Germans in favour of the implementation
of federal wage minimums. While declin-
ing rates of unemployment have put nomi-
nal upward pressure on wages, the SPD in
particular campaigned on a high national
wage minimum.

Other reforms, among them of rules for
corporate and personal taxation, also must
be addressed. So, too, the allocation of
some €25 billion (US$33.3 billion) in in-
frastructure development programmes
called for in the CDU election manifesto,
much of which is to be given over to pub-
lic-private partnerships for project-
realisation.

At end-October 2013, CDU and SPD
leaders were negotiating terms for the for-
mation of a grand coalition, which osten-
sibly would streamline policy-making as
Merkel serves out her mandate. While the
key initiatives of a proposed tie-up were
still to be worked out, the likely positive
outcome looks to ensure continued

Es machte… nicht? How handy!

In late October, as this title was being
put to bed, the news – or rather the reve-
lations – by Edward Snowden surfaced
that since 2002 the United States Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) had been
happily listening in to Angela Merkel’s
cell-phone or Handy in German (an ab-
breviation of Handfunktelefon or
Handheld-Telefon).

Amazingly, no official source in the US
sought to deny the story. If there were any
doubts, they centred on just when Presi-
dent Obama learnt of the development,

and what, when, and if anything was done
about it. The German popular newspaper
Bild am Sonntag claimed that the Presi-
dent was not told until 2010, an allegation
promptly refuted by the Wall Street Jour-

nal (WSJ), which asserted that the Presi-
dent was only advised of the phone
tapping in mid-2013 at which point the
eavesdropping stopped. However, an arti-
cle in the London Daily Telegraph

claimed that in fact the President person-
ally authorised the monitoring of Frau
Merkel’s phone in 2010 after he was

briefed on the operation by Keith Alexan-
der, director of the National Security
Agency (NSA). Writing in the New

Yorker, Hendrik Hertzberg wrote that ‘It’s
hard to believe that somebodyin the White
House or on the National Security Council
staff hadn’t been clued in at some point.
But it is certainly possible, even likely,
that the President himself didn’t ‘know’
exactly.’ Which, of course, would be a
handy excuse. Nicht war?

Whatever the timing, Mrs Merkel was
not amused.
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German pragmatism in foreign and do-
mestic political fronts.

Risk assessment
Politics Good
Economy Good
Regional stability Good

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
1871 Germany was unified under the
Prussian royal house of the
Hohenzollerns. Wilhelm I was appointed
Germany’s first Kaiser. After defeating
France in the Franco-Prussian War, Al-
sace-Lorraine was annexed by Germany.
1880–1900 After Germany became Eu-
rope’s leading industrial power, it at-
tempted to expand territorially and
become a world power, establishing colo-
nies in Africa and trying to influence poli-
tics in the Balkans.
1914–18 Germany invaded Belgium and
then France. The UK intervened, but the
war in France became one of attrition un-
til 1917, when US troops joined British
and French forces. The First World War
ended in 1918 with Germany’s defeat.
Kaiser Wilhelm II went into exile in the
Netherlands. The Weimar Republic, a fed-
eration of 19 states, was declared in No-
vember 1918.
1919 Friedrich Ebert was appointed Ger-
many’s first president. Germany was
called on to make massive financial repa-
rations and to cede Alsace-Lorraine to
France and parts of the Saarland to Po-
land, as part of the Treaty of Versailles.
The Rhineland was de-militarised and oc-
cupied by the Western European powers.
1920s Germany was gripped by an eco-
nomic depression, suffering from hyperin-
flation and high unemployment. As it
could not afford to pay war reparations,
France and Belgium occupied the indus-
trialised Rhur as a protest.
1931 The instability of the economy and
of democratic government led to the fas-
cist National-Sozialistische Deutsche
Arbeiterpartei (NSDAP) (Nationalist So-
cialist German Workers’ Party) or Nazis,
led by Austrian Adolf Hitler, becoming the
largest party in the German parliament.
1933 Adolf Hitler was appointed chancel-
lor of Germany.
1934 The Nazis consolidated their power.
Hitler established himself as the führer
(leader) of the Third Reich. The economy
was rebuilt, all other political parties were
banned and Hitler’s opponents – Jews
and other minorities – were placed in
concentration camps.
1936 German troops re-took the
Rhineland and provided military aid to
Spanish nationalists fighting the Spanish

Civil War. Germany, Italy and Japan
formed an alliance.
1938 Austria became part of the German
Third Reich after its pro-Nazi chancellor,
Arthur von Seyss Inquart, invited German
troops into the country. Annexation of
Sudetanland, Czechoslovakia.
1939 Germany signed a non-aggression
pact with the Soviet Union. Britain and
France declared war on Germany after
German troops invaded Poland.
1940 Germany captured most of Western
Europe while most of Eastern Europe had
pro-German puppet governments
installed.
1941 Germany invaded the Soviet Union.
Following Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor,
the US declared a state of war with Japan;
three days later, Japan’s allies, Germany
and Italy, declared war on the US.
1944–45 The US, Britain and the Soviet
Union liberated Nazi-occupied Europe.
Adolf Hitler committed suicide in Berlin.
Following the end of the Second World
War, Germany was occupied by the Allied
powers.
1949 The Federal Republic of Germany
(FRG) was established in the western zone
by unifying the British, French and Ameri-
can zones of control, and the Deutsche
Demokratische Republik (DDR) (German
Democratic Republic (GDR)) was estab-
lished in the east, under the Sozialistische
Einheitspartei Deutschlands (SED) (Social-
ist Unity Party), following failure of negoti-
ations to establish a unified
administration. Konrad Adenauer became
federal chancellor. Waltar Ulbricht be-
came general secretary of the GDR’s rul-
ing communist party until 1971 when
Erich Honeker replaced him.
1951 The FRG and France merged their
coal and steel industries through the Euro-
pean Coal and Steel Community (ECSC).
1953 Severe food shortages and the pol-
icy of ‘sovietisation’ in GDR led to upris-
ings and strikes, suppressed by Soviet
troops, causing large numbers of refugees
to begin fleeing to the West.
1954 The FRG was admitted to NATO.
1955 The GDR became a member of the
Soviet Union’s Warsaw Pact.
1957 The FRG declared Berlin its capital.
Bonn became the seat of government until
reunification.
1958 The FRG became a founding mem-
ber of the forerunner of the EU, the Euro-
pean Economic Community (EEC).
1961 The GDR constructed the Berlin
Wall between eastern and western sectors
to stem the flow of refugees to West
Berlin.
1963–66 Ludwig Erhard succeeded
Adenauer as federal chancellor.
1966–69 Federal Chancellor Kurt Georg
Kiesinger’s coalition comprised the two
largest parties, Christlich-Demokratische

Union (CDU) (Christian Democratic Un-
ion)/Christlich-Soziale Union (CSU)
(Christian Social Union) and the
Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschland
(SPD) (Social Democratic Party of Ger-
many). He chose the mayor of Berlin, Willi
Brandt, as his foreign minister.
1969 Willi Brandt (SPD) became chancel-
lor. He implemented a policy of ostpolitik,
orienting FRG foreign policy towards East-
ern Europe and détente with the GDR.
1971 Erich Honecker became leader of
the GDR, which became one of the most
hardline members of the Warsaw Pact. In
the late 1980s, Honecker resisted calls for
democratisation on the Russian glasnost
pattern.
1973 The FRG and GDR joined the UN.
1974 Helmut Schmidt became federal
chancellor after the fall of Brandt in a se-
curity scandal. Disputes over the deterio-
rating economic situation, nuclear power
and defence policy led to coalition insta-
bility and the withdrawal of the Freie
Demokratische Partei (FDP) (Free Demo-
cratic Party)
1982 The CDU leader, Helmut Kohl, be-
came federal chancellor.
1989–90 The Soviet Union withdrew sup-
port for the Honecker regime, prompting
his resignation. With growing pressure for
reunification, the Berlin wall was breached
on 9 November in a dramatic show of
people-power as border guards declined
to hold back protestors. After a further 11
months and a negotiated treaty the GDR
acceded to the FDR and the two entities
were officially reunified on 3 October
1990. Germany, France and the Benelux
countries signed the Schengen Agreement
abolishing passport controls between
them. Helmut Kohl won the first free Ger-
man election since 1931.
1994 Federal elections resulted in a nar-
row victory for Chancellor Kohl and his
CDU-led coalition.
1998 The SPD gained the largest share of
the vote in the elections. Gerhard
Schröder became chancellor and formed
a coalition government with Bündis 90
(Alliance 90) and Die Grünen (Greens).
1999 Germany became a founding mem-
ber of the European Economic and Mone-
tary Union (Emu). Johannes Rau was
elected as federal president.
2000 Helmut Kohl resigned as chairman
of the CDU following revelations about il-
licit funding to the party during his time as
chancellor. He was replaced by Angela
Merkel.
2002 The euro replaced the Deutsche-
mark. Gerhard Schröder was re-elected
as chancellor by one of the narrowest
margins in German election history.
2003 The Constitutional Court rejected a
government request to ban the neo-Nazi
National Democratic Party, after
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accusations that state agents had infil-
trated the party’s ranks, acting as agents
provocateurs to discredit it.
2004 Horst Köhler took office as federal
president.
2005 Chancellor Schröder called early
elections which were deemed inconclusive
with the CDU/CSU winning 35.2 per cent
of the vote and the SPD 34.2 per cent.
Angela Merkel became chancellor, lead-
ing a coalition government of CDU/CSU
and SPD. She also became Germany’s
first woman chancellor and the first chan-
cellor from the former communist eastern
part of Germany.
2006 Parliament approved proposals to
amend the constitution to reform the
working of the federal structure. The gov-
ernment decided that German armed
forces should engage actively in an inter-
national security role.
2007 China’s economic growth overtook
Germany’s to become the world’s third
leading trading nation after the US.
2008 Chancellor Merkel addressed the
Israeli parliament, the first given by a Ger-
man head of government, during Israel’s
celebrations marking 60 years since its
founding. The government came up with
US$68 billion to save one of Germany’s
largest banks, Hypo Real Estate, from col-
lapse. The German economy officially fell
into recession.
2009 The government introduced a
US$63 billion stimulus package to help
shore up the economy. Horst Köhler was
re-elected as Federal President. The Ger-
man economy officially grew out of reces-
sion. In parliamentary elections the
CDU/CSU won 38.4 per cent of the vote
(239 seats of 622). Chancellor Merkel
headed a CDU/CSU coalition govern-
ment with FDP, to form a conservative,
pro-business, liberal government.
2010 Chancellor Merkel persuaded par-
liament to commit �22.4 billion
(US$30.68 billion) of German money to
an EU fund providing a loan to Greece;
there was popular discontent at the move.
President Köhler resigned, following a po-
litical row sparked by his statement that
Germany must sometimes deploy its mili-
tary to protect its international interests
‘for example free trade routes’. President
of the Bundesrat, Jens Böhrnsen, became
acting president, until the Federal Con-
vention elected Christian Wulff; he took
office.
2011 In May, the government announced
that all of Germany’s nuclear reactors
would be closed down by 2022. A virulent
strain of E-coli killed 37 people and laid
low over 3,228 people by 15 June; the
outbreak was traced to a farm in Lower
Saxony. German agricultural exports to
Russia and Taiwan were suspended. In
June, Germany led Europe’s second

Greek bailout of US$126.5 billion (�90
billion), when the risk of Greece default-
ing rocked European money markets and
investors.
2012 Horst Seehofer became acting pres-
ident on 17 February after President Wulff
resigned, amid the latest in a series of
scandals involving alleged political fa-
vours and financial impropriety while
Wulff was premier of Lower Saxony. A le-
gal investigation into the allegations was
underway and the public prosecutor’s of-
fice considered there was initial suspicion
of bribes given and received. On 18
March, Joachim Gauck, a former Lu-
theran pastor from East Germany, was
elected by parliament as president; he
won 991 votes out of 1,232. The opening
of the newly revamped Berlin
Brandenburg airport was postponed from
June to March 2013, due to the delay in
completing the fire safety system. The
�2.5 billion (US$3.1 billion) upgraded
airport project has been subject to a num-
ber of postponements, beginning in
2011. On 12 September, the Constitu-
tional Court rejected a lawsuit to block
funding of the European Stability Mecha-
nism (ESM) by the federal government.
The motion argued that that such funding
constituted higher payment by Germany,
which needed ratification by referendum
and without this the funding violated the
constitution. However the court did im-
pose conditions, which included a cap on
Germany’s contribution to the ESM that
could not be overruled by parliament. On
19 October, Chancellor Merkel proposed
a European banking supervisor to heads
of government at an EU summit. She ex-
plained that a mechanism to be used by
the supervisor had to be in place before
Eurozone banks are allowed to directly
access EU rescue funds.
2013 A new political party, Alternative for
Germany (founded by Bernd Lucke in
March) held its first national conference in
April. The party is opposed to the single
European currency and wants the euro
abolished, with states returning to their
original currencies. Germany and the US
called for the release of deposed presi-
dent Morsi on 12 July. The 22 September
elections were won convincingly by the
Christlich-Demokratische Union
Deutschlands/Christlich-Soziale Union in
Bayern (CDU/CSU) (Christian Democratic
Union of Germany/Christian Social Union
of Bavaria) coalition with 311seats, just
five seats short of an absolute majority.
Her former partner in government, the
FDP, won no seats. On 4 October Mrs
Merkel began talks with the SPD. The talks
were attended by seven members each
from the CDU, the SPD and the CSU. Mrs
Merkel also held talks with the Greens,
but they failed on 15 October. On 21

October a group of SPD members backed
a statement agreeing to the start of formal
talks, including agreeing to a series of
economic demands. Parliament re-con-
vened on 22 October with Mrs Merkel
presiding over a caretaker government
until a governing coalition can be
established.

Political structure
Constitution
Federal republic; under the 1949
Grundgesetz (constitution), Germany has
a high degree of devolution.
The federal structure is formed from 16
Bundesländer (regional states), including
the city of Berlin. Each state has its own
constitution, an elected legislature and a
government with responsibilities including
education and public order.
Form of state
Federal parliamentary democratic
republic
The executive
Executive authority is held by the
Bundesregierung (federal government).
The chief executive and head of govern-
ment is the Bundeskanzler (federal chan-
cellor), chosen by the Bundestag (lower
house of the federal assembly) and usu-
ally the leader of the ruling party, who
then appoints his own ministers. The
Bundespräsident (federal president) is
elected for a five-year term by the mem-
bers of the Bundesversammlung (federal
assembly), but has largely ceremonial
duties.
National legislature
The bicameral, Bundesversammlung (fed-
eral assembly), consists of the Bundestag
(lower house) and Bundesrat (upper
house). The Bundestag nominally has 598
members, of which 299 are elected in sin-
gle seat constituencies and 299 allocated
through party lists by proportional repre-
sentation. Voters vote for both one candi-
date and one party per election. All
members are elected for the term of the
parliament, up to four-years.
The Bundesrat consists of 69 members
chosen by the 16 Bundesländer (regional
assemblies).
Legal system
The Federal Constitutional Court rules on
constitutional issues, taking appeals from
the lower courts. German law is largely
code law that traces its roots to the Ro-
man legal system. The court system below
the Constitutional Court includes five
branches: ordinary, labour, administra-
tive, social and fiscal courts. Civil and
criminal cases are normally in the jurisdic-
tion of the ordinary court system, which is
organised in local, regional and state tiers
with a federal tribunal
(Bundesgerichtshof), presiding over the
system. Since the signing of the Single
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European Act in 1986, the European
Court of Justice (ECJ) has been the high-
est court of appeal for rulings on matters
affected by EU law.
Last elections
2 July 2010 (presidential, indirect); 22
September 2013 (parliamentary)
Results: Parliamentary (2013):
Christlich-Demokratische Union
Deutschlands (Christian Democratic Un-
ion of Germany) (CDU) won 40.5 per
cent of the vote (255 seats out of 630),
Christlich-Soziale Union in Bayern (Chris-
tian Social Union of Bavaria) (CSU) 8.9
per cent (56), Sozialdemokratische Partei
Deutschlands (SPD) (Social Democratic
Party of Germany) 30.5 per cent (192),
Freie Demokratische Partei (FDP) (Free
Democratic Party) 4.8 per cent (0), Die
Linkspartei (The Left Party) 10.2 per cent
(64), Die Grünen (The Greens) 10.0 per
cent (63). Turnout was 71.5 per cent.
Federal President: Christian Wulff was
elected by the Federal Convention.
Next elections
2015 (presidential); 2017
(parliamentary);

Political parties
Ruling party
Coalition: Christlich-Demokratische Union
Deutschlands/Christlich-Soziale Union in
Bayern (CDU/CSU) (Christian Democratic
Union of Germany/Christian Social Union
of Bavaria) and Freie Demokratische
Partei (FDP) (Free Democratic Party)
(CDU/CSU elected 2005; re-elected 27
Sep 2009; formed coalition 28 Sep
2009)
Main opposition party
Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands
(SPD) (Social Democratic Party of
Germany)

Population
81.92 million (2012)
Last census: March 2004: 82,491,000
Population density: 235 inhabitants per
square km. Urban population 74 per cent
(2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: 0.2 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Ethnic make-up
The majority of the population is Ger-
manic. There is a small ethnic Slavonic
(Sorbian) enclave in the south-east state
of Saxony (approximately 60,000) and a
Danish minority in the northern state of
Schleswig-Holstein (approximately
50,000). There are an estimated 70,000
Sinti and Roma German nationals, mainly
in the state’s cities and towns . Some
neighbourhoods in industrial cities are
dominated by guest workers, mostly from
Turkey, the Balkans and southern Europe.
Religions
The two principal religions are Roman
Catholicism and Protestantism. The

German Evangelical (Lutheran) church
dominates in the overwhelmingly
Protestant eastern, northern and central
parts of the country. Members of the
Catholic church form a majority in the
south and west.

Education
Participation levels in primary and sec-
ondary education are almost 100 per
cent, while 45 per cent attend some form
of tertiary education. Approximately 4.8
per cent of GNP is spent on public
education.
The public school system is administered
by the individual states. Primary education
is free and grants are made available for
secondary education in institutions where
fees are charged.
A year of kindergarten is followed by four
years of primary school (Grundschule).
Pupils are then screened for later admis-
sion into either advanced study or special-
ised and vocational training. Those in the
advanced track continue at a Gymnasium
to the age of 19, and then take the Arbitur
comprehensive academic examination for
admission to university. The majority of
pupils attend vocational college after the
age of 16.
In June 2004, the German cabinet
agreed to give 10 of the country’s leading
unversities and researsh centres an extra
US$2.3 billion, over five years, from
2006.
Compulsory years: Six to 16
Pupils per teacher: 17 in primary
schools

Health
There is no national health service, in-
stead comprehensive healthcare is admin-
istered by the individual states. Health
insurance provides 100 per cent of work-
ers’ salary for six weeks then drops to 80
per cent for 78 weeks. Health insurance
also covers maternity and death benefits.
Health insurance premiums, split by
worker and employer in the case of those
with high salaries, average 12.5 per cent
of gross earnings.
HIV/Aids
HIV prevalence: 0.1 per cent aged
15–49 in 2003 (World Bank)
Life expectancy: 79 years, 2004 (WHO
2006)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
1.4 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef)
Birth rate/Death rate: 8.6 births per
1,000 population; 10.3 deaths per 1,000
population (2003).
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 4 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012)
Head of population per physician:
3.37 physicians per 1,000 people, 2003
(WHO 2006)

Welfare
Germany’s health and social security sys-
tems are among the most generous in the
world. Health, unemployment and retire-
ment insurance are mandatory for most
ordinary wage-earners under a
wide-ranging social insurance system that
has developed over more than a century.
The system operates on a payroll with-
holding plan with contributions from work-
ers, employers and government.
The welfare system provides assistance for
all needy people who are unable to fend
for themselves. There are funds for the
support of widows, orphans and disabled
people. The state makes available hous-
ing allowances for the poor in addition to
its subsidies to low-income housing
construction.
Changes introduced in 2005 affected the
newly unemployed and those without work
for more than a year, who received only a
flat rate benefit and any additional sum
was means tested, while measures to su-
pervise and support those seeking work
was stepped up. These measures were in-
troduced to reduce the financial burden of
the welfare system.
The Constitutional Court ruled that work-
ers with children should pay a lower pre-
mium for the compulsory nursing
insurance scheme than childless people.
Pensions
Of major concern is the rapidly changing
demographic balance. As Germany’s
population continues to shrink, a smaller
working population will have to bear the
burden of an ever increasing number of
pensioners. Pensions cost Germany the
equivalent of 11–12 per cent of annual
GDP and this is projected to rise to 18–19
per cent by 2040.
Contributions to the state pension
scheme, which is mandatory except for
workers with high salaries, range up to
18.7 per cent of gross income and are
shared equally by worker and employer.
The normal retirement age is 63 for men
and 60 for women.

Main cities
Berlin (capital, estimated population 3.5
million (m) in 2012), Hamburg (1.8m),
Munich (1.4m, Bavaria), Cologne (1.0m),
Frankfurt am Main (687,107), Stuttgart
(611,342), Düsseldorf (591,122),
Dortmund (591,122), Essen (572,962),
Bremen (546,952).

Languages spoken
English is widely spoken, especially in
business circles; French is also spoken,
particularly in the Saarland. In the north in
Schleswig-Holstein, Danish is spoken by
the Danish minority and taught in schools.
Regional dialects often differ markedly
from standard German. There is an ongo-
ing debate on language reform in



Germany. It is almost 100 years since lan-
guage laws were last comprehensively
reformed.
Sorbian, North and West Frisian, Romani,
Turkish and Kurdish are also spoken.
Official language/s
German

Media
The constitution guaranteed freedom of
the press. Germany has several interna-
tional conglomerates that produce mate-
rial for all media outlets, including
Bertelsmann, ProSiebenSat.1 and Axel
Springer.
Press
There are few national newspapers, most
publications are regionally based and
may be distributed nationally. Although
newspaper circulations at over 21 million
the figure has been falling since the
1990s. There are hundreds of newspaper
titles, most of which are locally produced.
Tabloid newspapers are referred to as
‘boulevard press’. Most newspapers are
subscribed to rather than purchased daily.
Dailies: Major national publications in-
clude, in German, Bild (www.bild.de) a
tabloid with the highest circulation,
Süddeutsche Zeitung (SZ)
(www.sueddeutsche.de), Frankfurter
Allegemeine Zeitung (FAZ) (www.faz.net),
Frankfurter Rundschau (www.fr-online.de)
and Tageszeitung (www.taz.de).
Foreign language newspapers are pub-
lished in Berlin, in French and Spanish.
Weeklies: In German, an influential
newspaper with more analysis and back-
ground information is Die Zeit
(www.zeit.de); other news magazines in-
clude Der Spiegel (www.spiegel.de) with
the largest circulation and has an Eng-
lish-language edition, Stern
(www.stern.de), Focus (www.focus.de) and
the illustrated magazine Superillu
(www.superillu.de). A few of the national
dailies produce Sunday papers
Business: In German, Börsen Zeitung
(www.boersen-zeitung.com) published
Tuesday–Saturday is a financial newspa-
per, Handelsblatt (www.handelsblatt.com)
and Aktiv (www.aktiv-online.info) for gen-
eral business news; most national daily
newspapers have sections on business
and finance, including. Weekly publica-
tions include WirtschaftsWoche
(www.wiwo.de) a economic magazine
covering many aspects of business and
Kapital, which looks at economic issues
from a political standpoint; they are both
published by the GWP Media Group
(www.gwp.de).
There are numerous trade and business
publications. The German Institute of
Business Management publishes a range
of periodical of specific interest, on com-
pany law and governance.

Periodicals: There are over 800 general
magazines and 1,000 specialist periodi-
cals of offer.
In German, the monthly, NinetoFive is an
imprint of WirtschaftsWoche
(www.wiwo.de) with lifestyle contents for
the office worker. Lieraturen
(www.literaturen-online.de) is a literary
monthly magazine and Brigitte
(www.brigitte.de) is a women’s magazine
published fortnightly.
In English, Exberliner
(www.exberliner.com) is published
bi-monthly.
Broadcasting
Public broadcasting is funded by licence
fees.
Radio: ARD (www.ard.de) is a consortium
of national, public broadcasters providing
a nationwide service with regional based
programmes; some collaborate to pro-
duce shows of common interest. Most
produce their own programmes of news
and genre music. Most operate on the FM
bandwidth and some are available digi-
tally (DAB). Another public network is
DeutschlandRadio (www.dradio.de) oper-
ates two national networks, with news and
cultural programmes and a music chan-
nel. Deutsche Welle (www.dwelle.de) pro-
vides an international service in seven
foreign languages, with news in 23 other
languages, broadcasting via radio,
internet and mobile/cell phones.
There are an abundance of private, com-
mercial regional radio stations. Large me-
dia conglomerates operate radio stations
and well as private interests catering for
all genres.
Television: Germany has the largest and
most competitive television market in Eu-
rope. Two of the largest television chan-
nel, ZDF (www.zdf.de) and ARD
(www.ard.de), are national public ser-
vices. ARD is a network of regional chan-
nels while ZDF is a nationwide channel
that also broadcasts in Austria, Luxem-
bourg and Switzerland. Both produce their
own contents in a full range of
programmes. There are private, commer-
cial channels including Europe’s largest
TV, radio and production company, RTL
Television (www.rtl.de), Sat.1
(www.sat1.de) and pay-to-view channels,
specialising in genres such as films (Pre-
miere (www.premiere.de)), sport (Arena
(www.arena.tv)), documentaries and mu-
sic. All public and private, major networks
deliver German satellite TV programmes
to international subscribers.
Germany plans to begin halting analogue
TV transmission from 2008, as regional
digital services are made available, com-
pleting the switch by 2010.
National news agency: DPA (Deutsche
Presse-Agentur)

Other news agencies: Pressetext
Deutschland (business
news):www.pressetext.de

Economy
In 2011, the German economy was the
fourth largest in the world; it is certainly
the largest economy in Europe and is a
leading member of the EU’s European
Monetary Union (EMU).
Typical for advanced economies, the ser-
vice sector at over 69 per cent, is the larg-
est component of GDP, agriculture has
fallen progressively to around 3 per cent
and the remainder is industry and manu-
facturing. Germany has many world-class
products with global brands, including ve-
hicles, pharmaceuticals, biotechnology
and medical and genetic engineering,
aerospace and precision machinery, elec-
tronics, building materials, beverages and
foodstuffs and textiles. Primary industries
include iron and steel, coal and natural
gas production.
GDP growth in 2007 was 2.5 per cent,
but in 2008 as the global economic crisis
began, growth slipped to 0.8 per cent.
Germany entered recession in October
2008 and it officially grew out of reces-
sion in the third quarter of 2009, al-
though not before annual GDP growth
had fallen to -5.1 per cent. In 2010 a re-
covery of growth of 3.6 per cent was the
fastest growth recorded since the 1980s,
while a weaker euro helped to make Ger-
man exports more competitive as world
trade picked up.
The banking sector was caught up in the
crisis from the beginning, when in 2007,
the Sachsen Landsbank, a regional bank,
was sold, as it neared collapse, to another
larger banking entity, and had to rely on
�17 billion (US$23.15 billion) of public
funding. Other financial institutions were
hit by so-called toxic debts due to the
sub-prime mortgage failure in the US, in
2008, Germany’s second largest bank,
Commerzbank, was forced to write-off
US$1.1 billion; the Deutsche Bank
warned of credit losses of US$3.9 billion
and Hypo Real Estate was saved by a
US$38.7 billion take-over deal with an-
other private bank. Germany was the first
advanced economy to fall into recession,
but it was also one of first to climb out,
due to government stimulus packages
plus growing exports and increasing con-
sumer spending.
Germany became the reluctant paymaster
of the euro-zone as the economic crisis in
Greece, in April–May 2010, threatened to
destabilise the euro unless it found help
from other members of the EMU. Despite
reluctance by the German public to un-
derwrite a profligate economy, large
amounts of Greek debt held in German
banks were bought-up by the German
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government, as a US$146.2 billion
(�110 billion) three-year loan was
agreed, backed by the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF). In an effort to stabilise
the euro the government in May 2010
banned temporarily its ten most important
financial institutions from selling naked
credit default swaps and the short-selling
of government bonds, which, it claimed,
was exacerbating the European debt crisis
and resulted in the euro plummeting to a
four-year low.
In November 2011, Germany’s sec-
ond-largest bank (25 per cent publically
owned), Commerzbank, reported a third
quarter loss of �687 million (US$949
million), due to its heavy exposure to
Greek debt. Analysts said Commerzbank
would need a further �5 billion (US$6.7
billion) to build its core capital. GDP
growth in 2011 remained positive and
was estimated to be 3.1 per cent, how-
ever growth was projected to weaken to 1
per cent in 2012.

External trade
As a member of the European Union,
Germany operates within a commu-
nity-wide free trade area, with tariffs set as
a whole. Internationally, the EU has free
trade agreements with a number of na-
tions and trading blocs worldwide. It is
Europe’s leading export trader and the
world’s third largest vehicle exporter. Ex-
ports account for over 70 per cent of
GDP.
Imports
Include machinery, vehicles, chemicals,
foodstuffs, textiles and metals raw
materials.
Main sources: The Netherlands (12.9
per cent of total in 2012), France (7.3 per
cent), China (6.7 per cent).
Exports
Principal exports include machinery, vehi-
cles and aerospace, chemicals and
pharmaceuticals, electrical and electronic
equipment and plastics.
Main destinations: France (9.5 per cent
of total in 2012), US (7.9 per cent), UK
(6.3 per cent).

Agriculture
Germany has always provided incentives
and subsidies for agriculture, which is
generally regarded as a national
resource.
Most of Germany’s agriculture is now
governed by the EU’s Fundamental reform
to the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
was introduced in Germany in 2005. The
subsidies paid on farm output, which
tended to benefit large farms and encour-
age overproduction, were replaced by sin-
gle farm payments not conditional on
production.

Livestock production has long been the
most important part of the sector, but is
steadily declining.
West German sea fishing has experienced
a sharp decline in recent decades. The
government makes some subsidies avail-
able, but policy is largely an EU matter.
The total seafood catch declined rapidly
to just over 300,000 tonnes per annum
during the mid 1990s. Since then catches
have fallen to around 250,000 tonnes per
year. Freshwater catches have also seen a
drop in quantity of about one-fifth over
the same period.
The home ports of the east German
deep-sea fishing fleets are Rostock-
Marienehe and Sassnitz. The fleets work
the waters off Iceland, Greenland, Labra-
dor and Newfoundland and off the coast
of West Africa. Inland fisheries account for
only 4 per cent of the annual catch.
Forest accounts for nearly a third of the
land area estimated at 10.7 million hect-
ares (ha) in 2000. These are located
mainly in the south, centre and east of the
country, with relatively little on the north-
ern plain. Most of the forest area is avail-
able for wood supply. The growing stock
per hectare is high and has been increas-
ing. About 50 per cent of forests are pub-
licly owned.
Germany has a strong forest industry and
is one of the leading producers of
wood-based panels and paper in the
global market. The large-scale engi-
neered wood product industry is depend-
ent partially on sawnwood imports. Paper
production is also partly based on im-
ported wood pulp. It is one of the largest
exporters and consumers of recycled
paper.

Industry and manufacturing
The industrial sector accounts for 27.9
per cent of GDP and employs approxi-
mately 30 per cent of the workforce.
Germany is a leading European producer
of motor vehicles and accessories, indus-
trial plant, machine tools, electrical
goods, scientific instruments, chemicals,
pharmaceuticals and consumer goods.
Traditional industries (steel, shipbuilding)
have contracted because of foreign com-
petition and weaker demand.
Some companies have moved into entirely
new industries in order to take advantage
of government deregulation and growth in
service industries.
Strenuous efforts are being made to mod-
ernise industry in western Germany
through the use of electronics and more
flexible production techniques, and to re-
structure industry in eastern Germany
which has shown a increase in competi-
tiveness, in terms of price and quality.

Tourism
With a complex history and culture, mixed
landscape and cities, Germany can offer
a full range of tourist activities to visitors
and its own population. There are over 30
archaeological, ancient and historic sites
and three natural sites included on
Unesco’s World Heritage List. Germany’s
strong economic performance has re-
sulted in a buoyant tourism industry, with
Berlin ranked as fourth most popular city
worldwide in 2011. Germany is at the
same time the top country for outbound
tourism. Business travel is an important
component of the sector, with conference
centres located in all major cities and
good communications including the
famed autobahn, a high speed rail net-
work and ancillary airports.
Travel and tourism contributed an esti-
mated total of 1.7 per cent of GDP
(US$60.9 billion) in 2011. The industry
employed an estimated 4.9 per cent (1.8
million jobs) of the total work force.

Mining
Deposits of lignite are huge and located
in eastern Germany, along with significant
deposits of the more valuable anthracite,
potassium salts and uranium ore. How-
ever, there are relatively few feasibly ac-
cessible natural resources other than large
supplies of black and brown coal, so Ger-
many is largely dependent on imports.
High extraction costs mean that exploita-
tion of small deposits of iron ore, copper,
lead, tin and zinc are limited.

Hydrocarbons
Total proven oil reserves stood at 280
million barrels in 2011, however with
consumption at 2.4 million barrels per
day (bpd) and crude oil production at
54.900bpd Germany has to import a ma-
jor proportion of its needs. Germany is a
major oil refining country with 14 sites
and a total capacity of 2.4 million bpd.
Germany is also the world’s largest pro-
ducer of bio-diesel, producing around
33,000bpd.
Proven natural gas reserves were 590 bil-
lion cubic metres (cum), located onshore
in the north-western state of
Niedersachsen. Offshore reserves, in the
North Sea, are subjected to tight environ-
mental regulations that curtail further ex-
ploration, development and production.
Germany is one of the world’s largest
consumers of natural gas, with supplies
imported from Russia, Norway and The
Netherlands. The new, direct 1,200km,
Nord Stream, natural gas pipeline under-
neath the Baltic Sea, transports Russian
gas between the Russian town of Vyborg
to the German town of Greifswald be-
came operational in November 2011. It
bypasses existing pipelines that traverse
the Ukraine, thereby minimising disruption
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caused by third-party, foreign disputes.
The project finally cost US$7.7 billion,
with German companies controlling a 49
per cent stake in the pipeline and the re-
mainder in Russian hands.
Coal is Germany’s main hydrocarbon re-
source. In 2011, coal reserves stood at
40.7 billion tonnes and production to-
talled 44.6 million tonnes oil equivalent
(toe), an increase of 2.1 per cent on the
2010 figure. The majority of its coal is the
less valuable sub-bituminous and lignite
(brown coal), which is typically used in
power stations, but is a heavy atmospheric
pollutant.

Energy
There are over 2,800 power plants in
Germany with an installed generating ca-
pacity of over 121 gigawatts (GW), pro-
ducing over 592 billion-kilowatt hours
(kWh) of electricity in 2007. The energy
mix is divided between domestically pro-
duced brown coal (25.8 per cent), nu-
clear energy (20.7 per cent) and imported
black coal (19.5 per cent); the remainder
is produced from gas and renewable
sources such as hydropower and wind,
which accounted for 13 per cent of total
electricity generating capacity in 2007.
Germany has 17 nuclear reactors which
provided 32 million tonnes oil equivalent
(mtoe). In March 2011 four stations were
closed following the earthquake and tsu-
nami at the Fukushima plant in Japan.
Then in May the government annouced
that the seven oldest reactors, which were
already subject to a moratorium, and the
Kruemmel nuclear power plant, would not
resume. Six other plants will be closed in
2021 and the last three in 2022.

Financial markets
There are eight German stock exchanges
– located in Frankfurt, Dusseldorf, Mu-
nich, Berlin, Hamburg, Stuttgart, Hanover
and Bremen. The Frankfurt Stock Ex-
change is the dominant trading floor with
more than half the volume traded. Com-
bined volume on the eight German ex-
changes exceeds that of all other
European financial centres except
London.
Stock exchange
Frankfurter Wertpapierbörse (FWB) Frank-
furt Stock Exchange
Commodity exchange
Risk Management Exchange (RMX)

Banking and insurance
A sophisticated banking system underpins
the country’s economic strength.
There are three main categories: central
bank; multi-purpose banks, including
commercial, co-operative and (publicly
owned) regional Landesbanks and savings
banks; and specialist banks, including

mortgage banks and instalment credit
houses.
Many banks have important
shareholdings in industrial companies and
bankers sit on the supervisory boards of
many companies.
In 2003, Josef Ackermann, the chief exec-
utive of Germany’s main bank Deutsche
Bundesbank, was put on trial for corrup-
tion. Although initially cleared, a retrial
was ordered in December 2005 and
Ackermann is facing increasing calls for
his resignation.
Central bank
Deutsche Bundesbank; European Central
Bank (ECB)

Time
GMT plus one hour (daylight saving, late
March to late October, GMT plus two
hours)

Geography
The Alps form the southern border with
Switzerland and Austria. Germany’s
southern and eastern borders facing the
Czech Republic are also demarcated by
mountain ranges. The eastern border with
Poland follows the Oder and Neisse
rivers. The north is a low, wide coastal
plain along the North and Baltic seas,
which are separated by Denmark’s
Jutland peninsula. Germany’s western
borders join (in an anti-clockwise direc-
tion) the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxem-
bourg, France and Switzerland.
Picturesque, forested highlands dominate
the central and southern regions. The
country is drained by the Danube, Rhine,
Elbe, Weser and Oder river systems.
The highest mountain, with an elevation
of 2,962 metres, is an alpine peak called
Zugspitze, straddling the border with Aus-
tria. The main centres of population are
concentrated in the west, along the mid-
dle and lower Rhine from Karlsruhe, near
the French border, and from there north-
ward through the highly industrialised
Ruhr conurbation, to the Netherlands bor-
der. The German segment of the Rhine is
865km long, all of it navigable. On the
south-east side of Europe’s continental di-
vide or watershed, the Danube flows east-
ward from its source in the Black Forest,
through 647km of west Germany, to
leave the country at the Austrian border at
Passau on its way to the Black Sea. There
is an important canal system allowing
ships to sail from the Oder to the Elbe (to
Prague).
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
Moderate summers and rainy, bleak win-
ters. Most of the country has a typical
north-west coastal climate, heavily influ-
enced by moist maritime air masses from

the Atlantic. The eastern fringe of the
country is sometimes influenced by the
continental high pressure centre, making
for somewhat colder winters and warmer
summers. Prevailing winds are usually
from the west.

Dress codes
It is customary to wear a suit and tie in
banks, businesses and government
offices.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all except citizens of
Schengen agreement countries who may
travel with national ID cards.
Visa
Required by all, except tourist and busi-
ness visitors from EU, North America,
Australasia and most of Europe for up to
three months. For confirmation of excep-
tions and requirements see:
www.auswaertiges-amt.de/ the website of
the consular section of the German minis-
try of foreign affairs.
Germany is a member of the Schengen
visa accord and all visitors that require a
visa must apply to a Germany consulate;
when a visa has been issued a visitor may
travel to any other Schengen zone without
further visas. A Schengen visa application
(offered in several languages) can be
downloaded from
http://europa.eu/abc/travel/ see ‘docu-
ments you will need’.
Currency advice/regulations
There are no restrictions on the import or
export of local or foreign currency.
Customs
Personal items are duty-free. There are no
duties levied on alcohol and tobacco be-
tween EU member states, providing
amounts imported are for personal
consumption.

Health (for visitors)
Nationals of the European Economic Area
(EEA) countries and Switzerland can ac-
cess reduced cost and sometimes free
medical treatment using a European
Health Insurance Card (EHIC) while visit-
ing the EEA. Exceptions include nationals
of the 10 countries which joined the EU in
2004 whose EHIC is not valid in Switzer-
land. Applications for the EHIC should be
made before travelling.
Mandatory precautions
Vaccination certificates are not usually re-
quired, unless arriving from infected area.

Hotels
No official rating system. 10–15 per cent
service charge. Advisable to book in ad-
vance, especially when trade fairs are be-
ing held. All major credit cards accepted.
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Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), ^6 January
(Epiphany), 1 May (Labour Day), ^15
Aug (Assumption Day), 3 Oct (German
Unity Day), ^31 Oct (Day of Reforma-
tion), ^1 Nov (All Saints’ Day), 25 Dec
(Christmas Day), 26 Dec (Boxing Day).
Although not official holidays, many shops
and businesses are also closed on Christ-
mas Eve and New Year’s Eve.
Variable dates
Good Friday, Easter Monday, ^Ascen-
sion Day, Whit Monday, ^Corpus Christi
(May/Jun)
^ Holiday in certain areas only

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Fri: various hours between
0830–1300, 1400–1600; Thu:
0830–1300, 1400–1730. City centre
branches do not close for lunch. Ex-
change bureaux: 0600–2200.
Business
Mon–Fri: usually 0800–1730.
Government
Mon–Fri: usually 0800–1700.
Shops
Mon–Fri: 0900–2000; Sat: 0900–2000.
Sunday opening hours vary from state to
state and can be limited.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
There are G3, 900 and 1800 services
throughout the country.

Electricity supply
220V AC, 50 Hz. European-style round
two-pin plugs are in use.

Social customs/useful tips
Handshaking is universal at the beginning
and end of every social or business en-
counter. Germans acknowledge others,
even strangers, with a standard greeting
when entering or leaving a room, office,
shop or railway compartment.
The focal point of German social life is
frequently club membership. The thick
web of traditional clubs, which are based
on activities including pre-Lenten carnival
and sports, card playing, animal hus-
bandry and marksmanship, strongly con-
tribute to social life. It is known as
Vereinsleben, or club culture.
Germans are extremely aggressive drivers
and politeness on the road is not re-
warded. There is no speed limit on some
parts of the autobahn (motorway network).
Verbal public insults can result in lawsuits.
There are also strict laws against racial
slurs, especially anti-Semitism.
Do not try to pay bill if invited to a restau-
rant during business hours. If dining at a
German’s home, it is considered impolite
to arrive late; a gift of flowers is a social
‘must’; do not drink until the host has his

or her glass. It is regarded as bad man-
ners to keep your hands in your pockets
when talking to someone.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Lufthansa
International airport/s: Berlin airports
are small and do not receive interconti-
nental flights, arrivals are via continental
or connecting flights. A redeveloped air-
port accepting intercontinental flights will
not be ready before 2011. Frankfurt Air-
port (FRA), the principal German airport,
is 13km south-west of the city, facilities in-
clude banks, post office, duty-free shops,
restaurants and business suites. Extensive
access to the city and other German con-
nections are provided by trains (including
international rail links), buses and taxis.
Car hire and limousine services are
available.
Other airport/s: Bremen (BRE) 4km
south of city; Berlin-Tempelhof (THF),
Berlin-Tegel (TXL) and Berlin-Schönefeld
(SXF). Berlin-Schönefeld, in 2006, began
redevelopment to replaced Berlin’s three
airports with the Berlin-Brandenburg Inter-
national airport to be completed by 2011;
Cologne/Bonn-Konrad Adenauer (CGN)
20km north of Bonn and 14km south-east
of Cologne; Düsseldorf (DUS) 8km north
of city; Hamburg (HAM) 13km north of
city; Hanover (HAJ) 11km from city; Leip-
zig/Halle (LEJ); Munich (MUC) 11km
north-east of city; Nuremberg (NUE) 8km
north of city; Stuttgart Echterdingen (STR)
14km south of city.
Airport tax: None.
Surface
Road: There are good quality motorways
and main roads linking all surrounding
countries.
Water: Ships provide regular passenger
services and cruises on the Danube be-
tween Regensburg, Vienna, Bratislava and
Budapest and from Passau via Austria,
Slovakia, Hungary, Serbia, Bulgaria to
Romania and the Black Sea.
Main port/s: Bremen, Bremerhaven, Ham-
burg, Kiel, Rostock, Stralsund,
Wilhelmshaven and Wismar.

Getting about
National transport
Air: Frequent services link Berlin,
Hanover, Cologne/Bonn, Düsseldorf,
Frankfurt, Hamburg, Bremen, Munich,
Nuremberg and Stuttgart. Early morning
flights provide direct links between many
of these centres. Domestic flights are not
cheap, but competition is bringing down
prices.
Road: There are over 487,000km of
roads with a modern network of motor-
ways (autobahnen) linking all cities. Sec-
ondary roads in eastern Germany may not
be of comparable standard with the west.

Buses: Good nationwide coach services are
operated by Deutsche Bahn (DB) and
other companies.
Rail: DB runs reliable Intercity Express and
Sprinter services, with high-speed trains
between major cities which include faster
east–west links. First and second class
travel is available and it is advisable to
book in advance. For long-distance
travel, trains can often be a quicker op-
tion than flying.
Water: Seaports on the Baltic and North
Sea coasts are linked to inland waterways
and railways. Navigable inland waterways
are used extensively.
City transport
There are buses, trams, metro and electric
railway services in many towns.
A Welcome Card entitles travellers to 48
hours of bus and rail travel. It can be
bought at hotels or VBB (bus and train) of-
fices. Otherwise, machines dispense tick-
ets permitting three consecutive hours’
travel on buses and trains.
Taxis: Good taxi services run in all main
cities. In Berlin, the metered cabs are
beige Mercedes with yellow taxi signs,
available outside hotels or at well-signed
ranks.
Car hire
Speed limits: built up areas 50kph, nor-
mal roads 100kph, autobahns ‘recom-
mended’ top speed of 130kph.
Information is available from automobile
clubs such as Allgemeiner Deutscher
Automobil Club eV (ADAC), Automobil
Club von Deutschland eV (AvD) and
Deutscher Touring Automobil Club eV.
The wearing of seat belts is compulsory.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling (IDD)
code for Germany is +49 followed by the
area code:
Berlin 30 Hamburg 40
Bonn 228 Hanover 511
Bremen 421 Leipzig 341
Cologne 221 Munich 89
Dortmund 231 Münster 251
Dresden 351 Nuremberg 911
Düsseldorf 211 Potsdam 331
Essen 201 Stuttgart 711
Frankfurt (Main) 69

Useful telephone numbers
Police: 110
Fire: 112
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Chambers of Commerce
American Chamber of Commerce in Ger-
many, 12 Rossmarkt, 60311 Frankfurt am
Main (tel: 929-1040; fax: 929-10411;
e-mail: info@amcham.de).

Association of German Chambers of In-
dustry and Commerce, 29 Breite Strasse,
10178 Berlin (tel: 203-080; fax:
203-081000; e-mail:
dihk@berlin.dihk.de).

Berlin Chamber of Industry and Com-
merce, 85 Fasanenstrasse, 10623 Berlin
(tel: 315-10666; fax: 315-10166;
e-mail: service@berlin.ihk.de).

Bonn/Rhein-Sieg Chamber of Industry
and Commerce, 17 Bonner Talweg,
53113 Bonn, (tel: 228-40; fax:
228-4170; e-mail: info@bonn.ihk.de).

British Chamber of Commerce in Ger-
many, 60 Severinstrasse, 50678 Cologne
(tel: 314-458; fax: 315-335; e-mail:
info@bccg.de).

Cologne Chamber of Industry and Com-
merce, Unter Sachsenhausen 10-26,
50667 Cologne, (tel: 164-0551;
fax:164-0129; e-mail: my@koeln.ihk.de).

Düsseldorf Chamber of Industry and
Commerce, 1 Ernst-Schneider- Platz,
40212 Düsseldorf (tel: 355-70; fax:
355-7401; e-mail:
ihkdus@duesseldorf.ihk.de).

Frankfurt am Main Chamber of Industry
and Commerce, 4 Börsenplatz, 60313
Frankfurt am Main (tel: 219-70; fax:
219-71424; e-mail: info@frank-
furt-main.ihk.de).

Hamburg Chamber of Industry and Com-
merce, 1 Adolphsplatz, 20457 Hamburg
(tel: 361-38138; fax: 361-38401;
e-mail: service@hk24.de).

Hanover Chamber of Industry and Com-
merce, 49 Schiffgraben, 30175 Hanover
(tel: 31-070; fax: 310-7333; e-mail:
schrage@hannover.ihk.de).

Munich Chamber of Industry and Com-
merce, 2 Max Joseph Strasse, 80333 Mu-
nich (tel: 511-6368; fax: 511-6290;
e-mail: alberts@muenchen.ihk.de).

Münster Chamber of Industry and Com-
merce, 61 Sentmaringer Weg, 48151
Münster (tel: 707-0; fax: 707-325;
e-mail: international@muenster.ihk.de).

Nuremberg Chamber of Industry and
Commerce, 25–27 Am Hauptmarkt,
90403 Nuremberg (tel: 133-50; fax:
133-5200; e-mail:
info@ihk-nuernberg.de).

Stuttgart Chamber of Industry and Com-
merce, 30 Jägerstrasse, 70174 Stuttgart
(tel: 200-50; fax: 200-5354; e-mail:
info@stuttgart.ihk.de).

Banking
Bayerische Landesbank, 18
Briennerstrasse, 80333 Munich (tel:
217-101; fax: 217-123579; e-mail:
info@bayernlb.de).

Bremer Landesbank, 26 Domshof, 28195
Bremen (tel: 332-0; fax: 332-2322;
e-mail: kontakt@bremerlandesbank.de).

Commerzbank, Kaiserplatz, 60261 Frank-
furt am Main (tel: 136-20; fax: 285-389;
e-mail: info@commerxbank.com).

Deutsche Bank, 12 Taunuslage, 60262
Frankfurt am Main (tel: 910-00; fax:
910-34225; e-mail: deut-
sche.bank@db.com).

Dresdner Bank, 1 Jürgen Ponto Platz,
60301 Frankfurt am Main (tel: 263-0;
fax: 263-4831; e-mail:
dresdner-bank@dresdner-bank.com).

DZ Bank, Platz der Republik, 60265
Frankfurt am Main (tel: 744-701; fax:
744-71685; e-mail: mail@dzbank.de).

Hamburgische Landesbank, 50 Gerhart
Hauptmann Platz, 20095 Hamburg (tel:
333-30; fax: 333-32707; e-mail:
info@hamburglb,de).

Hypovereinsbank, 16 Am Tucherpark,
80538 Munich (tel: 378-0; e-mail:
info@hypovereinsbank.de).

Landesbank Baden-Württemberg, 2 Am
Hauptbahnhof, 70173 Stuttgart (tel:
127-0; fax: 127-3278; e-mail:
kontakt@lbbw.de).

Landesbank Berlin, 171 Bundesallee,
10889 Berlin (tel: 869-801; fax:
869-83074; e-mail: informa-
tion@lbb.de).

Landesbank Hessen-Thuringen, 52-58
Neue Mainzer Strasse, 60311 Frankfurt
am Main (tel: 913-201; fax: 291-517;
e-mail: presse@helaba.de).

Landesbank Rheinland-Pfalz, 54-56
Grosse Bleiche, 55116 Mainz (tel:
113-01; fax: 113-2724; e-mail:
lrp@lrp.de).

Landesbank Saar, 2 Ursulinenstrasse,
66111 Saarbrücken (tel: 383-01; fax:
383-1200; e-mail: service@saarlb.de).

Landesbank Schleswig-Holstein, 6
Martinsdamm, 24103 Kiel (tel: 900-01;
fax: 900-2446; e-mail: info@lb-kiel.de).

Norddeutsche Landesbank, 10
Friedrichwall, 30159 Hannover (tel:
361-0; fax: 361-2502; e-mail:
info@nordlb.de).

Westdeutsche Landesbank, 15
Herzogstrasse, 40217 Düsseldorf (tel:
826-2449; fax: 826-9683; e-mail:
presse@westlb.de).

Central bank
Deutsche Bundesbank, Wilhelm Epstein
Strasse 14, 60431 Frankfurt am Main (tel:

9566-3511; fax: 9566-4679; email:
presse-information@bundesbank.de).

European Central Bank (ECB),
Kaiserstrasse 29, 60311 Frankfurt am
Main (tel: 13-440; fax: 1344-6000;
email: info@ecb.int).

Stock exchange
Frankfurter Wertpapierbörse (FWB) Frank-
furt Stock Exchange, http://deut-
sche-boerse.com

Börse Stuttgart (Stuttgart Stock Exchange),
www.boerse-stuttgart.de

Börse Düsseldorf (Düsseldorf Stock Ex-
change), www.boerse-duesseldorf.de

Hamburger Börse (Hamburg Stock Ex-
change), www.hamburger-boerse.de

Berliner Börse (Berlin Stock Exchange),
www.equiduct-trading.com

Börse München (Munich Stock Exchange),
www.boerse-muenchen.de

Commodity exchange
Risk Management Exchange (RMX),
www.rmx.eu/cnt

Travel information
Allgemeiner Deutscher Automobil Club
(ADAC), 8 Am Westpark, 81373 Munich
(tel: 767-60; fax: 767-62500; e-mail:
adac@adac.de).

Automobil Club von Deutschland (AvD),
16 Lyoner Strasse 60528 Frankfurt am
Main (tel: 660-60; fax: 660-6789;
e-mail: avd@avd.de).

Deutsche Bahn (railway operator), 2
Potsdamer Platz, 10785 Berlin (tel:
297-0; fax: 297-1961; e-mail:
info@bahn.de; internet site:
http://www.bahn.de/index_e.html).

Lufthansa, 2-6 Von Gablenz Strasse,
50679 Cologne (tel: 696-0; fax:
696-3002; internet site:
http://www.lufthansa.co.uk).

National tourist organisation offices
Deutsche Zentrale für Tourismus,
Beethovenstrasse 69, 60325 Frankfurt am
Main (tel: 757-20; fax: 751-903; e-mail:
info@d-z-t.com).

Ministries
Office of the Federal Chancellor, 1
Schlossplatz, 10178 Berlin (tel: 400-0;
fax: 400-01818; e-mail:
internetpost@bundeskanzler.de).

Ministry of Consumer Protection, Food
and Agriculture, Rochusstrasse 1, 53123
Bonn (tel: 529-05291; fax: 529-4262;
e-mail: internet@bmvel.bund.de).

Ministry of Defence, 18
Stauffenbergstrasse, 10785 Berlin (tel:
200-400; fax: 200-48333; e-mail:
poststelle@bmvg.bund.400.de).

Ministry of Economic Co-operation and
Development, 40 Friedrich Ebert Allee,
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53113 Bonn (tel: 535-0; fax: 535-3500;
e-mail: poststelle@bmz.bund.de).

Ministry of Economy and Labour, 36
Scharnhorststrasse, 10115 Berlin (tel:
615-0; fax: 615-7010; e-mail:
info@bmwa.bund.de).

Ministry of Education and Research, 2
Heinemannstrasse, 53175 Bonn-Bad
Godesberg (tel: 57-0; fax: 573-601;
e-mail:bmbf@bmbf.bund.de).

Ministry of the Environment, Nature Con-
servation and Nuclear Safety, 6
Alexanderplatz, 10178 Berlin (tel: 305-0;
fax: 305-4375; e-mail: service@bmu.de).

Ministry of Families, Senior Citizens,
Women and Youth, 42 Taubenstrasse,
10117 Berlin (tel: 206-550; fax:
206-551145; e-mail:
poststelle@bmfsfj.bund.de).

Ministry of Finance, 97 Wilhelmstrasse,
10117 Berlin (tel: 682-0; fax: 682-4420;
e-mail: poststelle@bmf.bund.de).

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1 Werderscher
Markt, 10117 Berlin (tel: 500-000; fax:
500-3402; e-mail:
poststelle@auswaertiges-amt.de).

Ministry of Health, 78a Am Propsthof,
53121 Bonn (tel: 941-0; fax: 941-4900;
e-mail: info@bmg.bund.de).

Ministry of the Interior, 101 Alt-Moabit,
10559 Berlin (tel: 681-0; fax: 681-2926;
e-mail: poststelle@bmi.bund.de).

Ministry of Justice, 37 Mohrenstrasse,
10117 Berlin (tel: 202-570; fax:
259-525; e-mail:
poststelle@bmj.bund.de).

Ministry of Transport, Construction and
Housing, 44 Invalidenstrasse, 10115
Berlin (tel: 200-80; fax: 200-81920;
e-mail: buergerinfo@bmvbw.bund.de).

Deutsche Bundestag, Platz der Republik 1,
11011 Berlin (tel.: 227-0; fax:
2273-6878 or 2273-6979; internet:
www.bundestag.de).

Other useful addresses
American Embassy, 4-5 Neustädtische
Kirchstrasse , 10117 Berlin (tel: 830-50;
fax: 238-6290).

Aussenhandelsvereinigung des Deutschen
Einzelhandels (Ave) (foreign trade associa-
tion of the German retail trade), 1
Mauritiussteinweg, 50676 Cologne 1 (tel:
921-8340; fax: 921-8346; e-mail:
info@ave-koeln.de).

Ausstellungs-und Messe-Ausschuss der
Deutschen Wirtschaft (Auma) (trade fair
industry association), 9 Littenstrasse,

10179 Berlin (tel: 240-000; fax:
240-00263; e-mail: info@auma.de).

British Embassy, 70-71 Wilhelmstrasse,
10117 Berlin (tel: 201-840; fax:
201-84123; e-mail:
info@britischebotschaft.de).

Bundesagentur für Aussenwirtschaft (bfai)
(German Office for Foreign Trade),
87-93 Agrippastrasse, 50676 Cologne
(tel: 205-70; fax: 205-7212; e-mail:
info@bfai.de).

Bundesanstalt für Arbeit (federal labour
office), 106 Regensburger Strasse, 90478
Nuremberg (tel: 179-0; fax: 179-3600;
e-mail: zentralamt@arbeitsamt.de).

Bundesverband der Deutschen Industrie
(Bdi) (industry federation), Haus der
Deutschen Wirtschaft, 29 Breite Strasse,
10178 Berlin (tel: 202-80; fax:
202-82450; e-mail: info@bdi-online.de).

Bundesverband des Deutschen Gross-und
Aussenhandels (wholesale and foreign
trade federation ), Haus des Handels, 1A
Am Weidendamm, 10117 Berlin (tel:
590-09950; fax: 590-099519; e-mail:
info@bga.de).

Bundesvereinigung der Deutschen
Arbeitgeberverbände (BDA) (employers’
associations federation), Haus der
Deutschen Wirtschaft, 29 Breite Strasse,
10178 Berlin (tel: 203-30; fax:
203-31055; e-mail: info@bda-on-
line.de).

Büro des Beauftragten für
Auslandsinvestitionen in Deutschland (for-
eign investment in Germany), 34
Markgrafenstrasse, 10117 Berlin (tel:
206-570; fax: 206-57111; e-mail: of-
fice@fdin.de).

Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund (DGB)
(trades unions federation), 2 Henrietta
Herz Platz , 10178 Berlin (tel: 240-600;
fax: 240-60324; e-mail:
info@bundesvorstand.dgb.de).

Deutsches Institut für Wirtschaftsforschung
(DIW) (economic research institute), 5
Königin Luise Strasse, 14195 Berlin (tel:
879-890; fax: 897-89200; e-mail: post-
master@diw.de).

Deutsche Presse-Agentur (dpa) (news
agency), 38 Mittelweg, 20148 Hamburg
(tel: 411-30; fax: 411-32219; e-mail:
info@hbg.dpa.de).

German Convention Bureau, 48
Münchener Strasse, 60329 Frankfurt am
Main (tel: 242-9300; fax: 242-93026;
e-mail: info@gcb.de).

German Embassy (US), 4645 Reservoir
Road, NW, Washington DC 20007 (tel:

(+1-202) 298-4000; fax: (+1-202)
298-4249; e-mail:
ge-embus@ix.netcom.com).

Industrial Investment Council (IIC), 57
Charlottenstrasse, 10117 Berlin (tel:
209-45660; fax: 209-45666; e-mail:
info@iic.de).

Presse- und Informationsamt der
Bundesregierung (government press of-
fice), 84 Dorotheenstrasse, 10117 Berlin
(tel: 272-0; fax: 272-1365; e-mail:
InternetPost@bundesregierung).

Statisches Bundesamt (federal statistical
office), 11 Gustav Stresemann Ring,
65189 Wiesbaden (tel: 752-405; fax:
724-000; e-mail: pressestelle@
stba.bund400.de; internet site:
www.statistik-bund.de/e_home.htm).

Wirtschaftsförderung Berlin (Berlin Busi-
ness Development Corpration), Ludwig
Erhard Haus, 85 Fasanenstrasse, 10623
Berlin (tel: 399-800; fax: 399-80239;
e-mail: info@wf-berlin.de).

Zentralverband der Deutschen
Werbewirtschaft (ZAW) (advertising indus-
try federation), 17 Villichgasse, 53177
Bonn (tel: 820-920; fax: 357-583;
e-mail: zaw@zaw.de).

National news agency: DPA (Deutsche
Presse-Agentur)

PO Box 13 02 82, 20102; Mittelweg 38
20148, Hamburg (tel: 404-113; email:
info@dpa.com).

Other news agencies: Pressetext
Deutschland (business
news):www.pressetext.de

Internet sites
Gateway site to web directory (in German
with translation facilities): www.dino-on-
line.de

German-British Chamber of Commerce:
www.germanbritishchamber.co.uk

German Government Website:
www.bundesregierung.de

Germany Business Finder:
www.infospace.com/uk.telegr/intldb/bizfin
dint.htm?QO=DE

Germany Technical Corporation:
www.gtz.de/home/english/index.html

Rentenbank: www.rentenbank.de

State Bank of Baden-Württemberg:
www.l-bank.de

Tourist Board: www.germany-tourism.de

Yellow pages: http://eng-
lish.branchenbuch.com




