
French Guiana

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
Carib and Arawak Indians were the origi-
nal inhabitants of French Guiana.
1496 First reported European sighting.
1604 The French established their first
settlement on French Guiana.
1654–1915 There were numerous
changes in control between the French,
British, Dutch, Brazilian and Portuguese,
as well as border disputes. During this pe-
riod the economy of the region came
close to collapse, particularly after the ab-
olition of slavery in 1848. Black African
slaves had previously worked on French
Guiana’s sugar plantations.

1946 French Guiana became a French
Département d’Outre-Mer (DOM) (Over-
seas Department).
1953 Closure of penal colony on Devil’s
Island.
1964 The Kourou Space Centre was
established.
1974 French Guiana was further incorpo-
rated into the French political system and
granted the status of region of France.
1983 French Guiana was granted devo-
lution. A Regional Council was estab-
lished under the French decentralisation
policy.
1998 The Parti Socialiste Guyanais (PSG)
remained the single largest party in the
Regional Council after the elections.
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Guyane Française
(French Guiana)

Head of State: President of France
François Hollande (PS) (from 15
May 2012), represented by Préfet
Denis Labbé (from 17 May 2011)

Head of government: President of the
Regional Council, Rodolphe
Alexandre (from 26 Mar 2010);
President of the General Council,
Alain Tien-Liong (since Mar 2008)

Ruling party: Parti Socialiste
Guyanais (PSG) (Socialist Party)
(since 2000; re-elected 2004)

Area: 91,000 square km

Population: 237,200 (2011)*

Capital: Cayenne

Official language: French

Currency: Euro (�) = 100 cents
(from 1 Jan 2002; previous
currency French franc, locked at
Ff6.56 per euro)

Exchange rate: �0.75 per US$ (Jul
2013)

* estimated figure
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2000 There were pro-independence dem-
onstrations and French Guiana sought to
alter its relationship as a DOM.
2002 French Guiana adopted the euro as
its official currency. Arianespace launched
Intelsat 904 into orbit from Kourou. The
satellite provides Internet, telecommunica-
tions and television services for Europe,
Africa, Central Asia and Australia.
2003 A revision to the constitution began
a process of change to the political and
administrative organisation with the Re-
gional Council assuming more influence.
2004 Early elections for the Regional
Council were won by the PSG with 17
seats.
2005 Arianespace and the Russian Space
Agency signed an agreement for construc-
tion of the Soyuz launch pad.
2007 Nicolas Sarkozy became head of
state and president of the French Repub-
lic. Under a deal with the European Space
Agency (ESA), the l’Ensemble de
Lancement Soyouz (ELS) (Launch Pad for
Soyouz) began construction
2009 Daniel Ferey became Préfet. The
largest telecommunication satellite ever
built, TerreStar-1, was launched from the
Space Centre.
2010 The first flight of a medium-lift
space launcher, which had been planned
for 2009, took off from Kourou. Voters re-
jected the option of increased autonomy
in a referendum. Rodolphe Alexandre was
elected president of the Regional Council.
2011 In April, Denis Labbé became
Préfet. In July, the EU agreed to allow
French Guiana to impose import tariffs
from 1 July 2014 to protect 46 locally
produced items, including food and man-
ufactured goods. The target date for com-
pletion of the ELS for the Russian-built
Soyuz-2 space rocket was postponed. In
September, an exploration consortium of
Tullow Oil, Shell and Total announced
that they had discovered an oilfield
150km off the coast of French Guiana
that was described as ‘significant’. As
planned, in October, the ESA launched
two satellites as part of Europe’s develop-
ment of its own global positioning system
(GPS). To undertake this task not only was
the completed ELS used for the first time,
but the Russian giant Soyuz rocket was
employed for the first time in French
Guiana.
2012 The first round of the French presi-
dential elections was held on 21 April (in
the Americas), in which 10 candidates
took part. Incumbent Nicolas Sarkozy
(UMP) won 27.18 per cent of the vote but
his chief rival François Hollande (Parti
Socialiste (PS) (Socialist Party)) won 28.63
per cent. The runoff was held on 5 May
(in the Americas), in which the socialist
candidate, François Hollande won 51.63
per cent of the vote and Nicolas Sarkozy

48.37 per cent; turnout was 80.35 per
cent. On 15 May François Hollande took
office as president and head of state. On
4 June, two French soldiers were killed by
illegal gold miners.
2013 On 25 July Arianespace launched
Europe’s largest telecommunications sat-
ellite ever as well as a meteorological
spacecraft for India from Kourou. The
Alphasat satellite will provide voice and
data transmission services for Europe, Af-
rica and the Middle East.

Political structure
Constitution
28 September 1958 (French Fifth
Republic)
Under the 1946 constitution of the French
Fourth Republic, French Guiana became
a Département d’Outre-Mer (DOM)
(Overseas Department) of France. In
1974, it was granted additional status as
a region of France.
The president of France is represented by
a préfet, appointed by the government in
Paris. French Guiana is represented in the
French National Assembly and in the
French Senate by two deputies and one
senator.
Since 1983, following the French govern-
ment’s policy of decentralisation, regional
councils have been elected with powers
similar to those of the regions.
The local government comprises a
Conseil Régional (Regional Council) of
31-members and a 19-member Conseil
Général (General Council), both directly
elected for six-year terms. Since a revision
to the constitution in March 2003 the po-
litical and administrative organisation has
been in a state of change; the Regional
Council is assuming more influence.
Form of state
Département d’Outre-Mer (DOM) (Over-
seas Department) of France, with addi-
tional status as a région (region) of
France.
The executive
Executive power is vested in the president
of France, represented by a Préfet (Com-
missioner), appointed by the president on
the advice of the French Ministry of
Interior.
National legislature
Local administration is provided by two
unicameral councils with divergent pow-
ers. The Conseil Régional (Regional
Council) has 31 members, elected in sin-
gle seat constituencies, for four-year
terms. The Conseil Général (General
Council) (for department administration)
has 19 members elected in single seat
constituencies, for six-year terms. Presi-
dents of the General and Regional Coun-
cils are appointed by the members of
individual councils.

Three representatives of French Guiana
are elected to the parliament of France:
two deputies are elected to the French
National Assembly and one senator to the
French Senate.
Legal system
French legal system
Last elections
14 and 21 March 2010 (regional coun-
cil); March 2006 (general council)
Results: Regional Council: Comité de Li-
aison de la Majorité Présidentielle (Liaison
Committee for the Presidential Majority)
(Presidential Majority) won 40.61 per cent
of votes (21 seats), Parti Radical de
Gauche (Radical Party of the Left) (Radical
Left) 23.02 per cent 10; eight other par-
ties each won less than 10 per cent of the
vote and no seats. Turnout was 49 per
cent.
Next elections
2014 (general council)

Political parties
Ruling party
Parti Socialiste Guyanais (PSG) (Socialist
Party) (since 2000; re-elected 2004)
Main opposition party
Union pour un Mouvement Populaire
(UMP) (Union for the Popular Movement),
Walwari Committee (aligned with the PRG
in France)

Population
237,200 (2011)*
Last census: 1 January 2006: 205,954
Population density: Two inhabitants per
square km.
Annual growth rate: 4.6 per cent
(2003)
Ethnic make-up
Black or mixed race (66 per cent), white
(12 per cent), East Indian, Chinese or Am-
erindian (12 per cent).
There are settlements of Hmong farmers
from Laos. The troubles in neighbouring
Suriname encouraged thousands of
Surinamese to cross the border illegally
and settle. The space centre has brought
in thousands of scientists who live in a
community of their own.
The minimum wage has attracted not only
Surinamese but also Brazilians. These
clandestines (illegal immigrants) are mar-
ginalised and forced to live in the poorest
areas of the country, often without work.
Religions
Roman Catholic

Education
Schooling is compulsory and French Gui-
ana has both public and private elemen-
tary schools, a high school, and two
vocational schools. The condition of
schools is, however, very poor, leading
students to strike.
Literacy rate: 84 per cent, male; 82 per
cent, female; adult rates (World Bank).
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Health
Government health planning is seriously
affected by the high prevalence of sexually
transmitted diseases and an endemic level
of dengue fever.
Health insurance is provided by the
state-sponsored social security system, fi-
nanced with compulsory contributions
from salaries. People are usually reim-
bursed on the basis of rates negotiated
between care providers and the social
security.
Life expectancy: 77 years (estimate
2003)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
Three births per woman (2003)
Birth rate/Death rate: 21 births per
1,000 population; five deaths per 1,000
population (2003).
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 13 per 1,000 live births
(2003)

Welfare
The official unemployment rate is 22 per
cent with higher rates among young peo-
ple. Jobs connected with satellite launch-
ing, combined with orderly French rule
and an annual financial contribution
amounting to US$500 million from Paris,
have provided benefits such as good
roads, decent health care, and a gener-
ous social security system.

Main cities
Cayenne (capital, estimated population
77,231 in 2012), Matoury (40,766), St
Laurent-du-Maroni (81,898), Kourou
(main town around the space centre)
(31,143), Rémire-Montjoly (23,946),
Macouria (16,506), Maripasoula
(10,506).

Languages spoken
French and French-Creole. Some business
executives speak English, although busi-
ness is generally conducted in French.
Official language/s
French

Media
Press
Daily papers are Guyane-Matin,
France-Guyane and La Presse de
Guyane. There are no English-language
newspapers. US and metropolitan French
papers are available. Several periodicals
are in circulation but there are no trade
publications.
Broadcasting
Radio-Télévision Française d’Outre-mer
(RFO) broadcast in French. There are two
independent radio stations: Cayenne FM
and Radio Tout Mount.

Economy
The overall economy remains underdevel-
oped. The poor soil limits the agriculture
and so the main activities are fishing (

particularly for shellfish), which accounts
for 75 per cent of exports, and forestry,
which is under exploited due to poor in-
frastructure. An expanding sawmill indus-
try has increased the exports of hardwood
logs from managed plantations, which
produced 71,302 square metres of logs
in 2008. Gold is mined and is the single
largest contributor to exports (US$36 mil-
lion in 2008). Eco-tourism is beginning to
grow in importance – although French
Guiana has large tracts of unspoilt rain
forests, it still has few facilities to cater for
all but the hardiest of visitors.
A major contributor to the economy, ac-
counting for 25 per cent of GDP and half
of tax revenues, is the Centre Spatial
Guyanais (Guiana Space Centre) at
Kourou, which launches commercial and
government funded rockets, using either
the European Ariane 5 or Russian Soyuz
launchers. An estimated 24 per cent of
the population work directly or indirectly
in jobs connected with the space industry.
French Guiana is otherwise dependent on
aid, technical assistance and imports from
France. As a department of France, it re-
ceives the same benefits as mainland
France: a minimum wage, free education
and health care, and a large, well-paid
civil service.

External trade
As a département d’outre-mer (DOM) of
France, French Guiana is integrated as an
outermost region of the European Union,
which includes all EU trade agreements.
There is heavy dependence on France for
financial aid. The balance of trade deficit
is mainly due to high imports of food and
fuels, and undeveloped export potential.
Imports
Principal imports are food (grains, pro-
cessed meat), machinery and transport
equipment, fuels and chemicals.
Main sources: France (typically over 60
per cent), US, Trinidad and Tobago, Italy.
Exports
Principal exports are shrimp, timber and
rosewood essence, gold, rum and
clothing.
Main destinations: France (over 60 per
cent total), Switzerland (7 per cent), US (2
per cent)

Agriculture
Cultivation is limited to the coastal area.
Only 0.18 per cent of the total land area
is cultivated and production is dominated
by crops for domestic consumption such
as rice, maize and bananas, while sugar
cane is grown for rum production.
A small number of cattle farms have also
been established.
The typical total annual fish catch is over
5,000mt. Shellfish, molluscs and cephalo-
pods account for another 2,700mt per
annum.

The rainforest covers around 90 per cent
of the land area. Poor infrastructure
means the vast timber resources have not
been fully exploited. Exports consisted of
over 50,100 cubic metres of raw hard-
wood while imports were mostly pro-
cessed sawnwood and wood panels used
in construction.

Industry and manufacturing
The sector includes construction, shrimp
processing, forestry products, rum and
gold mining. Manufacturing is virtually
non-existent, except for small factories
processing agricultural or seafood prod-
ucts and a few sawmills. A tile and
brick-making plant, based on important
fields of red clay, operates in the Cayenne
neighbourhood. Production of rum from
sugar cane has declined. Industrial activity
is limited to the area around the Kourou
space centre.

Tourism
Although French Guiana has a wealth of
flora and fauna in its rainforests, including
nine national parks, one of which contains
part of the Amazon forest, and a long Ca-
ribbean coastline, the tourist industry is
underdeveloped.

Mining
Bauxite deposits of 42 million tonnes and
kaolin deposits of 40 million tonnes have
been found, but extraction is not econom-
ically viable, although kaolin mining has
begun in the Mana area. There are also
reserves of silica, niobium and tantalite.
Gold is mined, both legally and illicitly,
the latter activity on a large scale and
causing serious environmental damage.
Significant exploitation of the mineral re-
sources will come about only with further
improvements in infrastructure.

Hydrocarbons
French Guiana does not produce oil, gas
or coal. It is heavily dependent on imports
of petroleum products to meet its energy
needs, importing around 11,000 barrels
per day. Gas and coal are not imported.

Energy
Total installed generating capacity is
around 300MW, produced by thermal
power stations and French Guiana relies
on petroleum imports from France to fuel
them.

Banking and insurance
The Banque Nationale de Paris Guyane
Sa (BNP Guyane) is a major commercial
bank offering a wide range of services.
There are branches in Cayenne, Kourou
and Rémire-Montjoly.
Central bank
European Central Bank

Time
GMT minus three hours
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Geography
French Guiana lies on the north coast of
South America, with Suriname to the west
and Brazil to the south and east. The
country is largely low lying with hills no
higher that 600 metres and covered in
dense Amazonian rainforest that grows
down to the mangrove fringed coastline.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
The climate is tropical. It is generally hot
and humid with heavy rain. The dry sea-
son is August–December with an average
temperature of 28 degrees Celsius (C).
The rainy season is January–June with a
temperature range of 22–32 degrees C.

Dress codes
For business meetings men should wear a
lightweight or tropical suit and tie and
women a lightweight suit or the
equivalent.

Entry requirements
Passports
Passports are required by all except na-
tionals of France and some francophone
countries holding national identity cards.
Passports should be valid for three months
from the date of departure.
Visa
Required by all, except citizens of EU,
North America, Australasia and Japan, for
stays up to one month; this includes busi-
ness trips by representatives of foreign en-
tities with an invitation from a local
company or organisation. Proof of ade-
quate funds for stay, an itinerary, a guar-
antee of repatriation if necessary and
return/onward ticket are also required.
For further exceptions, full details and a
copy of the application form visit
www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/thema/dos-
sier.gb.asp and follow the path (entering
France) to the database.
Currency advice/regulations
There are no limits to the amount of local
or foreign currency imported or exported,
although amounts exceeding eur7,600
should be declared.
Travellers cheques are accepted; to avoid
extra exchange fees, it is recommended
that they be in euros, US dollars or pound
sterling.

Health (for visitors)
Mandatory precautions
A yellow fever certificate.
Advisable precautions
Hepatitis A, B and D, typhoid and polio
immunisations are recommended. Den-
gue fever is endemic. Malaria prophylaxis
is advisable if travelling outside Cayenne.
Water precautions should be taken, al-
though tap water in Cayenne is safe.
There is a rabies risk.

Hotels
There is a good standard of accommoda-
tion available in Cayenne, Kourou and St
Laurent. Rates normally include service
and taxes; if not, a 10 per cent tip is
usual.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 1 May (Labour
Day), 8 May (Victory Day), 10 Jun (Aboli-
tion Day), 14 Jul (Bastille Day), 15 Aug
(Assumption Day), 1 Nov (All Saints’ Day),
11 Nov (Armistice Day), 25 Dec (Christ-
mas Day).
Variable dates
Ash Wednesday (Carnival – Feb/Mar),
Easter Monday (Mar/Apr), Ascension Day
(Thur – May/June).

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Fri: 0730–1230, 1430–1730.
Business
Mon–Fri: 0800–1300, 1500–1800.
Government
Mon–Fri: 0730–1300, 1430–1830
(closed Wed and Fri afternoons).

Electricity supply
220V AC, 50 cycles

Social customs/useful tips
Appointments should be made in ad-
vance. It is customary to shake hands on
meeting and taking leave. Business cards
are exchanged after introduction.

Getting there
Air
International airport/s: Cay-
enne-Rochambeau (CAY), 15km from
city; bar, post office, shops, hotel reserva-
tions, car hire.
Airport tax: None
Surface
Road: There is a coastal road to Suri-
name but there is no road access to
Brazil.
Water: Ferries run regularly to Suriname,
and from St George to Oiapoque (Brazil).

Getting about
National transport
Air: Air Guyane, Guyane Aero Service
and Heli-Inter Service serve main centres
and the interior of the country. (Bookings
can be made through Air France.)
Road: There are 356km of national
routes and 366km of departmental roads.
Cayenne district is served by a good road
system, but the streets of Cayenne itself
are inferior. The only major road runs
from Cayenne, via Kourou, to St Laurent
on Suriname border.
Buses: Scheduled services on Cayenne to St
Laurent route.
Water: Major form of travel. Motor boat
serves some coastal towns. River boats
and small planes link interior centres with

coast. 400km rivers are navigable by
small ocean-going vessels and river and
coastal steamers but interior connections
are made by local craft.
City transport
Taxis: Taxis are available in main towns.
Fares include gratuities.
Car hire
Car hire is available in Cayenne and at
the airport. An international licence
required.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling (IDD)
code for French Guiana is +594 followed
by another 594 and the subscriber’s (six
digit) number.

Useful telephone numbers
Talking clock: 3699
Times of tides: 378-300
Radio taxi: 307-305, 305-225
Bus service: 314-554
Fire: 18
Police: 17

Chambers of Commerce
Guyane Chambre de Commerce et
d’Industrie, PO Box 49, Hôtel Consulaire,
Place de l’Esplinade, 97321 Cayenne
(tel: 299-600; fax: 299-634; e-mail:
contact@guyane.cci.fr).

Banking
Banque Française Commerciale, 8 Place
des Palmistes, 97300 Cayenne (tel:
291-111; fax: 301-312).

Banque de la Guyane, PO Box 35, 2
Place Victor-Schloelcher, Cayenne (tel:
310-515).

Banque Nationale de Paris Guyane, 2
Place Victor-Schoelcher, Cayenne (tel:
396-300; fax: 302-308).

Crédit Agricole, Angle av L Héder et rue
Damas, 97300 Cayenne (tel: 318-000;
fax: 317-524).

Crédit Martiniquais, 76 Av Gal de
Gaulle, 97300 Cayenne (tel: 315-700;
fax: 314-801).

Crédit Populairé Caisse Crédit Mutuel, 93
rue Lalouette, 97300 Cayenne (tel:
301-523; fax: 301-765).

Central bank
Banque de France, 31 Rue Croix des Pe-
tits Champs, 75001 Paris (tel:
4292-4292, 6480-2020; fax: 4292-
3940; email: infos@ banque-france.fr).
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European Central Bank, Kaiserstrasse 29,
D-60311 Frankfurt am Main, Germany
(tel: (+49-69) 13-440; fax: (+49-69)
1344-6000; email: info@ecb.int).

Travel information
Air France, Cayenne (tel: 379-899).

Air Guyane, Aéroport de Rochambeau,
97351 Matoury (tel: 356-555; fax:
356-506).

AOM French Airlines (tel: 353-934).

Guyane Aero Services, Aéroport de
Rochambeau, 97351 Matoury (tel:
356-162; fax: 358-450).

Héli-Inter Service Guyane, Aéroport de
Rochambeau, 97351 Matoury (tel:
356-231; fax: 358-256).

Rochambeau International Airport, Cay-
enne (tel: 299-700).

Surinam Airways, c/o Atlas Voyages, 15
Rue Louis Blanc, 97300 Cayenne (tel:
317-298; fax: 305-786).

Syndicat Autonome des Hoteliers Restau-
rateurs et Cafétiers de Guyane, PK 9,2

Route de Rémire, 97354 Rémire Montjoly
(tel: 354-100; fax: 354-405).

Syndicats d’Initiative Office du Tourisme,
7 Av du Président Monnerville, Cayenne
97300 (tel: 312-919).

TABA, PK 2,5 Route de Baduel, 97300
Cayenne (tel: 312-147; fax: 312-154).

National tourist organisation offices
French Guiana Tourist Board, 12, Rue
Lallouette; BP 801; 97338 Cayenne (tel:
296-500; fax: 296-501; internet:
www.tourisme-guyane.com/en).

Other useful addresses
Agence Régionale pour le Développement
de l’Industrie Minière (Ardim), 111 rue
Christophe Colomb, 973000 Cayenne
(tel: 294-575).

British Consulate, 16 Ave G. Monnerville,
B.P. 211, 97324 Cayenne (tel: 311-034;
fax: 304-094).

Centre Spatial Guyanais, Korou (tel:
326-123).

Direction Régionale de l’Industrie, de la
Recherche et de l’Environnement, pointe

Buzaré, PO Box 7001, 97307 Cayenne
(tel: 297-530; fax: 290-734).

Ligue pour la Protection des Oiseaux
(LPO), Fonds Mondial pour la Nature
(WWF), Cayenne (tel: 309-189).

Radio-Télévision Française
d’Outre-mer(RFO), 43 bis Rue du Dr
Devèze, BP 336, 97305 Cayenne (tel:
311-500).

Internet sites
Latin world, commercial directory:
http://www.latinworld.com

Centre Français du commerce exterieur
(site in French): http://www.cfce.fr

French Guiana Consular Information:
http://travel.state.gov/french_guiana.html




