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F
ijian politics have long been deter-
mined by the ethnic fault line that in
2013 continued to divide the island

nation. In simple terms, this is the ethnic
division between the country’s native
Fijian population and the Indian popula-
tion which owes its presence in Fiji to the
British. Under colonial rule indentured In-
dian labour was introduced to Fiji to work
on the sugar plantations. By the twenty
first century the Indians had become a ma-
jority, a position which creates under-
standable unease on the part of the Fijians,
matched by resentment on the part of the
Indians that they have been unable to play
a full part in the country’s government.
The Bose Levu Vakaturaga (Great Coun-
cil of Chiefs) is the assembly of traditional
chiefs of Fiji that meets annually to dis-
cuss matters of concern to the Fijian peo-
ple (but not necessarily the Indian
people). The Council appoints the Presi-
dent of Fiji – a power embodied in the
1997 constitution and seen by most Indi-
ans as excluding them indefinitely from
fair representation.

Bainimarama and the Constitution
Subtlety has not been a feature of the rule
of Fiji’s leader since 2006, Commodore
Voreqe ‘Frank’ Bainimarama. In March
2013, according to an article in the Lon-
don ‘Economist’, the Commodore an-
nounced that he was doing away with
plans for a constituent assembly that was
supposed to be considering his new con-
stitution. At the turn of the year he had
scrapped a draft constitution drawn up by
a commission he himself had appointed. It
seemed that the draft was not to his liking.

This apparently idyllic island, where the
birthday of the UK’s Queen Elizabeth is
still celebrated as a national holiday, has
seen three coups d’état since its independ-
ence in 1970. There had been hopes that it
was undergoing a political renaissance. In
July 2012 the Fiji Constitutional Commis-
sion (FCC) was appointed, headed by a
constitutional scholar, Yash Ghai, who
came with experience of both the Kenyan
and Nepalese constitution. The FCC at-
tracted over 7,000 submissions, including
from those political parties firmly op-
posed to what they saw as the illegal

government. Optimism abounded, even
on the part of the armed forces.

Shortly after their appointment, Mr
Ghai and his fellow commissioners criti-
cised restrictions that the government had
imposed on the media. None the less, the
FCC accepted the government’s
‘integrationist’ objectives and accepted a
list of ‘non-negotiable’ conditions, nota-
bly immunity for any military officer in-
volved in the 1987, 2000 and 2006 coups.
Bainimarama’s paranoia immediately got
the better of him, accusing the FCC of
meeting secretly with the opposition.
Once prepared, the FCC’s report was sim-
ply suppressed by the security forces (al-
though copies circulated freely on the
internet). The government’s rewritten and
thinned-down constitution reduced the
powers of the president and made the
prime minister commander-in-chief of the
armed forces. By firmly reasserting his
control, Mr Bainimarama may perhaps
have avoided the risk of troublesome up-
starts seizing control over the transition.
But the Economist felt that he had ‘also
blown his chance to preside over the cre-
ation of a new political order that is dura-
ble and legitimate.’

A day after he released his draft consti-
tution, Mr Bainimarama, a rugby enthusi-
ast, casually revealed during a training
session at the national stadium that he in-
tends to run in the next election. The an-
nouncement had long been expected. The
difficulty is that, as Fiji’s military leader
will soon find out, campaigning for the
election will also empower the very
voices he has sought repeatedly to silence.

The economy
According to the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) stronger consumption and
investment demand underpinned higher
growth in 2012, despite the adverse im-
pacts of three natural disasters and contin-
uing weak global demand. Near-term
growth was expected to be driven by tour-
ism and public infrastructure investments.
Longer-term economic prospects were
likely to be influenced by political as well
as economic developments. The ADB re-
ported that according to the latest official
estimate included in the 2013 budget,
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Republic of the Fiji
Islands

Head of State: President Ratu Epeli
Nailatikau (from 2009;
reappointed 12 Nov 2012)

Head of government: Prime Minister
(interim) Commodore Voreqe
‘Frank’ Bainimarama (from 2007;
re-appointed 13 April 2009)

Ruling party: Interim military
government (from 2007;
re-appointed 13 April 2009)

Area: 18,333 square km (about
332 islands, 110 inhabited)

Population: 899,000 (2012)*

Capital: Suva (on Viti Levu)

Official language: English, Fijian and
Hindi

Currency: Fijian dollar (F$) = 100
cents

Exchange rate: F$1.88 per US$ (Jul
2013)

GDP per capita: US$4,445 (2012)*

GDP real growth: 2.08% (2012)*

GDP: US$4.00 billion (2012)*

Inflation: 4.33% (2012)*

Balance of trade: -US$838 (2012)*

Foreign debt: US$537.00 million
(2012)*

Visitor numbers: 675,050 (2011)

* estimated figure



gross domestic product (GDP) growth
rose to 2.5 per cent in 2012 from 1.9 per
cent in the previous year as consumption
demand strengthened. The Reserve Bank
of Fiji, (the central bank), reported that
new consumption lending increased by
25.4 per cent in 2012. Net value-added tax
collection increased by 4.9 per cent in real
terms, reflecting higher consumption ex-
penditure prompted by lower tax and in-
terest rates. Lending for investment also
increased, by 28.1 per cent, according to
the central bank. Increased loans to bor-
rowers in real estate, tourism and building
and construction fuelled the rise. Imports
of capital goods showed an increase of 8.8
per cent in the first 11 months of 2012.

Sales of cement also trended upward over
the year, on the back of higher government
capital spending. However, the perfor-
mance of some key sectors deteriorated dur-
ing the year. Some agricultural output in
2012 was lost to flooding in January and
March. Production of sugar, the country’s
primary agricultural export, fell by 7.1 per
cent during the year. Cyclone Evan caused
damage estimated at US$42 million, equal
to 1 per cent of GDP. Just under half of this
loss was to agriculture outside of sugar. De-
spite the start of bauxite production in
Naiwalevu, mining remained weak and the
production of gold, Fiji’s primary mineral
resource, fell by 8 per cent. Tourist arrivals
declined by 2.1 per cent relative to 2011, at
least in part because of successive floods
early in the year, with arrivals from Austra-
lia being down modestly. In December
2012, flight cancellations caused by the cy-
clone drove down departures to Fiji that
month from Australia and New Zealand –
the two main markets – by 11 per cent and
16 per cent, respectively, year on year.
Given these late developments, the official
2012 GDP growth estimate was likely to be
revised downward, particularly when
flow-through effects on other sectors were
fully taken into account. In 2012, inflation
ran at 4.3 per cent – less than half of the rate
in 2011 when the floods in January and
March disrupted the supply of locally pro-
duced fruits and vegetables, fuelling higher
inflation early in the year. Inflation then fell
gradually as commodity prices stabilised.

Risk assessment
Politics Poor
Economy Fair
Regional stability Good

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
1643 The islands were first sighted by a
European.

1874 Fiji became a British crown colony.
1879–1916 Over 60,000 Indian inden-
tured labourers were imported to work on
sugar plantations. The government in In-
dia stopped the recruitment of labourers.
1920 All indenture labour agreements
were ended.
1963 General elections were held with
the first majority Indian-led political party
standing. The great council of chiefs
signed the Wakaya Letter that asserted
Fijian paramountcy.
1966 The Fijian Alliance Party was
formed.
1968 Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, Fiji’s first
prime minister was given the first instru-
ments of independence. The Fijian Alli-
ance Party won elections by appealing to
both Indians and Fijians.
1970 On 10 October Fiji became inde-
pendent and introduced a British-style po-
litical system with a new constitution. The
British monarch remained Head of State,
a bicameral parliament was introduced
and a separate electoral roll for each eth-
nic group was provided.
1972 The first independent general elec-
tions were won by Ratu Mara’s Fijian Alli-
ance Party.
1977 Internal dispute between the leaders
of the (ethnic Indian) National Federation
Party (NFP), which had won a majority in
the lower house of parliament elections
resulted in a failure to form a government
and Ratu Mara was recalled to power.
The Fijian Alliance Party had won a ma-
jority in the upper house of parliament.
1981 The ethnic Fijian Western United
Front political party was formed.
1985 The Fijian Labour Party (FLP) was
formed, led by Timoci Bavadra.

1987 The NFP-FLP won the general elec-
tions and formed the first Indian-domi-
nated government, led by Timoci
Bavadra. The Alliance Party became de-
funct. Lieutenant Colonel Sitiveni Rabuka
led two coups that overthrew the govern-
ment as a republic was declared and all
ties to the British monarch severed. Fiji
was expelled from the Commonwealth
and overseas aid was suspended.
1990 A new constitution was promulgated
and considered by foreign observers as
racist, as it enshrined the supremacy of
ethnic Fijians by allocating 37 seats to
Fijians, 27 seats to Indians and 6 to oth-
ers in the lower house of parliament.
1992 The Soqosoqo Duavata ni
Lewenivanua (SDL) (Fijian People’s Party),
led by Rabuka won general elections.
Rabuka became prime minister.
1994 The great council of chiefs ap-
pointed Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara as
president.
1995 The president appointed a team to
review the 1990 constitution.
1997 After three years of discussion a
new non-discriminatory constitution was
enacted. Fiji was re-admitted to the
Commonwealth.
1999 The FLP won general elections and
formed a coalition government with the
Christian Democratic Alliance, Party of
National Unity and the Fijian Association
Party. Mahendra Chaudhry, the first Fijian
of Indian descent, became prime minister.
President Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara was
sworn in for a five-year term.
2000 In a coup, led by George Speight,
Chaudhry and his cabinet were held cap-
tive by an armed group seeking more
power for ethnic Fijians and forced to

607

Fiji

KEY INDICATORS Fiji

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m *0.88 *0.88 *0.89 *0.89 *0.90

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 3.60 3.10 3.10 3.50 *4.00

GDP per capita US$ 4,095 3,464 3,518 3,965 *4,445

GDP real growth % 1.0 -1.3 -0.2 2.0 *2.1

Inflation % 7.8 3.7 5.4 8.6 *4.3

Unemployment % 7.5 7.0 7.0 7.0 *7.0

Exports (fob) (goods) US$m 871.7 625.9 565.6 770.6 –

Imports (fob) (goods) US$m 2,055.8 1,300.9 1,245.9 1,543.2 –

Balance of trade US$m -1,184.1 -674.9 -680.4 -772.6 –

Current account US$m -638.0 -238.2 -224.8 -360.3 *-271.0

Total reserves minus
gold US$m 321.5 569.1 719.4 923.9 *920.0

Foreign exchange US$m 286.6 438.9 615.7 816.1 *816.2

Tourist numbers ‘000 107.3 99.5 116.0 – –

Exchange rate per US$ 1.59 1.95 1.92 1.79 *1.78

* estimated figure



resign from office. The great council of
chiefs ordered President Mara to sack the
government. Supporters of Speight rioted
in Suva while he called for the 1997 con-
stitution to be scrapped. The Common-
wealth suspended Fiji’s membership. All
the hostages were freed as Commodore
Frank Bainimarama seized power and re-
stored order. President Mara retired from
office and the great council of chiefs ap-
pointed the father-in-law of Speight,
Josefa Iloilovatu Uluivuda (commonly
known as Ratu Josefa Iloilo) as president.
Laisenia Qarase was appointed prime
minister of an all-Fijian interim govern-
ment. The High Court ruled that the de-
posed government of Mahendra
Chaudhry should be reinstated.
2001 The Court of Appeal ruled that the
interim government was illegal, and stated
that the 1997 multi-racial constitution
should remain in place. President Iloilo
was re-appointed by the great council of
chiefs for a five-year term; he re-ap-
pointed Laisenia Qarase as caretaker
prime minister. In a general election, ob-
served by the Commonwealth, Qarase’s
SDL won, but since it failed to secure an
outright majority, it joined with the
Matanitu Vanua (MV) (Conservative Alli-
ance Party) in a coalition government.
Qarase was sworn in as prime minister;
his cabinet barred all ethnic Indians.
2002 Samisoni Speight Tikonasau, the
brother of George Speight, was elected to
parliament, reflecting the extent of
George Speight’s support among the vot-
ing public.
2003 The High Court ruled that the FLP
should be allowed its seats in the cabinet.
2004 Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara died. The
FLP declined a government role in favour
of official opposition duties.
2006 Prime Minister Qarase agreed to
review the Reconciliation, Tolerance and
Unity Bill. President Ratu Uluivuda was
re-appointed. The MV agreed to dissolve
as a party and its members to merge with
the ruling SDL, after it changed its stance
on working to free its party members con-
victed of coup related offences. The ruling
SDL won 36 out of 71 seats in the general
elections and the FLP won 31 seats. The
FLP entered into coalition with the SDL. In
a bloodless, military coup d’état led by
Commodore ‘Frank’ Josaia Voreqe
Bainimarama, the president and govern-
ment were dismissed. Bainimarama as-
sumed the presidency and Jona
Senilagakali Baravilala was appointed as
the interim prime minister. Fiji was sus-
pended from the Commonwealth.
2007 Under pressure from the great
council of chiefs, Bainimarama reinstated
Ratu Josefa Iloilo Uluivuda (Ratu Josefa
Iloilo) as president and Bainimarama be-
came interim prime minister.

Bainimarama announced that parliamen-
tary elections would be held in 2010.
Bainimarama dismissed the great council
of chiefs, which refused to endorse his
government and proposed his own vice
president. A six-month long state of emer-
gency was finally lifted following two
failed coup attempts; public gatherings
and restrictions on the media were not
lifted.
2008 Bainimarama convened a great
council of chiefs with himself as chairman.
Fiji withdrew its participation in the Pacific
Islands Forum – Joint Working Group on
Fiji, leading to fears that the parliamen-
tary elections would not go ahead.
Bainimarama delayed democratic elec-
tions until reforms to what he considered
‘racist’ election laws are undertaken.
2009 Growing opposition to the govern-
ment of Bainimarama came from leaders
of the Pacific Islands Forum, who said that
he must hold general elections as prom-
ised. The Samoa prime minister, Tuilaepa
Sailele Malielegaoi, accused
Bainimarama of lying to the Pacific Forum
about Fiji’s political future and its return to
democracy and urged Fijians to reclaim
their government. In reply Bainimarama
said Sailele had ‘acted unprofessionally
and unbecomingly’ by criticising another
country’s leader. Bainimarama rejected
demands for general elections, which fol-
lowed the Commonwealth’s threat to sus-
pend Fiji’s membership if elections were
not held. Leaders of two opposition par-
ties were denied invitations to the crucial
agenda-setting meeting, to discuss the
course back to parliamentary democracy.
Details of the 2007 census were released,
which showed the percentage of
Indo-Fijians had fallen from 51 per cent
in 1966 to 37.5 per cent and was ex-
pected to fall further due to a steady
stream of emigration. The Court of Ap-
peal found the interim government of
Commodore Frank Bainimarama, ap-
pointed after the military coup d’état in
2006, to be illegal. President Ratu Josefa
Iloilo repealed the 1997 constitution, be-
came Head of State and sacked the judi-
ciary and postponed elections until 2014.
The four major political parties were ex-
cluded from the political process. The for-
mer military government was re-installed,
with Bainimarama as prime minister. The
UN Security Council condemned the re-
peal of the constitution and called for an
early general election. Fiji was suspended
from the Pacific Islands Forum. The EU
suspended financial assistance. The high
court was re-opened after six weeks clo-
sure following the coup. A presidential de-
cree de-registered all legal practitioners
who had to apply to the chief registrar, a
former military lawyer, for a new licence.
In a national address, Prime Minister

Bianimarama announced that before par-
liamentary elections can be held in 2014,
political reforms must be undertaken. He
also called on donor countries to be un-
derstanding and offer financial help over
the period. Fiji’s membership of the Com-
monwealth was suspended including all
technical assistance. Ratu Epeli Nailatikau
became president.
2010 The government announced that
any politician who had engaged in na-
tional politics since 1987 would be
banned from contesting the proposed
2014 parliamentary elections, effectively
preventing any current politician from
standing for re-election. Eight men ac-
cused of attempting to kill Mr
Bainimarama in 2007 were found guilty
and jailed.
2011 Former president Ratu Josefa Iloilo
died in February, aged 92 years. In
March, the government proposed a new
system of electoral campaigning, chang-
ing from targeted ethnic groups to
open-list proportional representation. Of
the 71 seats in the lower house of parlia-
ment, 45 will be open to any candidate of
any ethnic group. In March, Ratu Inoke
Takiveikata was convicted of inciting a
military mutiny at the Queen Elizabeth
Barracks in 2000. The nobleman was
sentenced to life in prison. Lieutenant Col-
onel Ratu Tevita Mara left Fiji by devious
means in May, ending up in Tonga, with
the help of the Tongan navy that claimed
it had ‘rescued’ Mara at sea. Mara issued
a condemnation of Bainimarima’s regime
and called for tougher sanctions to be ap-
plied. Mara was subsequently charged
with mutiny by the Fijian government. Fiji
also officially demanded that Tonga extra-
dite Mara to stand trial in Fiji, but a deci-
sion was deferred. In June Ratu Tevita
Mara was granted permission to address
the Fijian democratic movement in Can-
berra (Australia). He reiterated his belief
that Bainimarima had no intention of
holding parliamentary elections in 2014
as promised. In June, Fiji called on Aus-
tralia to extradite Tevita, but Australia also
deferred its decision to comply with its bi-
lateral extradition agreement. Solomon Is-
lands’ Prime Minister Danny Philip said he
was reluctant to grant entry to Tevita and
risk upsetting relations with Fiji.
2012 On 7 January, the public emer-
gency regulations were lifted. However,
on 6 January, new public order decrees
were issued to limit political opposition
and continue detention for up to 14 days
as directed by the commissioner of police.
In addition a media council was created,
with powers to ensure the government’s
control over what is published. On 7 Feb-
ruary the State Proceedings Amendment
Decree came into effect, in which govern-
ment ministers were given immunity from

608

Nations of the World: A Political, Economic and Business Handbook



prosecution, in the form of parliamentary
privilege, for anything they said in the
lead-up to the 2014 general elections.
The government said the decree offered
the media the opportunity of reporting po-
litical statements for open discussion. The
decree is expected to lapse in 2014. Op-
position leader, Mahendra Chaudhry,
criticised the decree, saying it was unfair
and ridiculous to give parliamentary privi-
lege to ministers in a country that did not
have a parliament. The government an-
nounced on 9 March that a new constitu-
tion would be introduced ahead of
democratic elections. Consultations on
the new constitution will take place be-
tween constitutional commissioners (CC)
and citizens from July–September. From
October–December, the CC will draft a
constitution based on collected submis-
sions and guiding principles. (The draft
constitution will be submitted for review to
the constituent assemble, which will in-
clude representatives of civil society
groups and Fiji-registered organisations in
January 2013. When the draft has been
approved (scheduled for the end of Feb-
ruary) the text will be presented to the
president for ratification.) In a news
broadcast on 13 March Interim Prime
Minister Bainimarama, announced that
the Great Council of Chiefs had been
abolished, because, he said, it perpetu-
ated elitism and created divisive politics.
He also announced that that the term
‘Fijian’ would apply to everyone, while in-
digenous people would also still be
known as i-Taukei. On 30 July, Australia
and New Zealand agreed to restore full
diplomatic relations with Fiji. On 3 Au-
gust, former prime minister Qarase was
jailed for one year, having been convicted
of corruption. On 2 November, the mini-
mum wage was increased by 10.4 per
cent (F$2 (US$1.1) per hour). On 12 No-
vember, President Ratu Epeli Nailatikau
was reappointed for another three-year
term in office. The decision by the Reserve
Bank of Fiji in November to replace the
image of Queen Elizabeth with Fijian flora
and fauna on the currency was met with
indignation by traditional chiefs, who said
that the British royals had been given the
aristocratic title of Tui Viti and that Queen
Elizabeth was the monarch of Fiji and
loved by Fijians. In November the EU
named eight countries, including Fiji and
Vanuatu, as possible non-cooperating
third countries to it’s fight against Illegal,
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fish-
ing. The EU has accused Fiji of having
weak laws to tackle illegal fishing, which
could lead to the banning of fish imports
into the EU. Fiji earns some US$200 mil-
lion in foreign exchange from fish exports
annually.

2013 In May Prime Minister Bainimarama
told New Zealand’s Radio Taran that he
hopes to have a new constitution by June.
He said that with public consultations
completed, submissions were being com-
piled. Three political parties had already
registered for the 2014 elections, he said.
The National Federation Party (NFP) and
the Fiji Labour Party (FLP) had been
re-registered, and the Social Democratic
Liberal Party (SODELPA), which was
formed out of the old SDL, had been reg-
istered. In July Radio Australia reported
that the FLP had been suspended for not
paying for newspaper advertisements de-
tailing its assets and liabilities, as required
under law. Although upset by the law,
both the NFP and SODELPA paid. Until it
pays the bill, Labour will not be permitted
to operate as a party, and if it has still not
paid at the end of its suspension, it will be
deregistered.

Political structure
Constitution
The constitution was promulgated on 25
July 1990 and amended on 25 July 1997
to allow non-ethnic Fijians more say in
government and to make multi-party gov-
ernment mandatory. Bars against
non-Fijians becoming prime minister and
president were removed.
The Court of Appeal upheld the 1997
constitution in 2001.
The constitution states any political party
with more than 10 per cent of the seats in
parliament must be offered a cabinet
position.
Voting: universal suffrage, over 21 years.
Independence date
10 October 1970
The executive
Executive authority is vested in the presi-
dent, who is elected by the Great Council
of Chiefs for a maximum of two five-year
terms. A presidential council advises the
president on matters of national impor-
tance. The president is the com-
mander-in-chief of the military forces.
National legislature
There is a bicameral parliament – the
Senate (upper house) (34 seats – 24 ap-
pointed by the Great Council of Chiefs,
nine appointed by the president, and one
appointed by the council of Rotuma) and
the House of Representatives (lower
house) (71 seats – 23 reserved for ethnic
Fijians, 19 reserved for ethnic Indians,
three reserved for other ethnic groups,
one reserved for the council of Rotuma
constituency encompassing the whole of
Fiji and 25 open seats). Members serve
five-year terms.
The prime minister is usually the leader of
the majority party or coalition in parlia-
ment and is appointed by the president for
a five-year term. The 18-member cabinet

is appointed by the prime minister from
among the members of parliament and is
responsible to parliament.
The government announced in March
2010 that any politician who had en-
gaged in national politics since 1987
would be banned from contesting the pro-
posed 2014 parliamentary elections, so
that no current politician may stand for
re-election.
The Bose Levu Vakaturaga (Great Council
of Chiefs) (GCC) comprises the high-
est-ranking members of the traditional
chief system. The composition of the GCC
was changed from 24 August 2007, when
the number of members was reduced
from 55 to 52, made up of 42 members
representing chiefs from the 14 provinces,
six co-opted members, three representa-
tives of the chiefs of Rotuma and the
Fijian affairs minister. The president, vice
president and prime minister are no lon-
ger members, and commoners are
excluded.
Legal system
Based on the British legal system.
Last elections
6–13 May 2006 (parliamentary)
Results: Parliamentary: Soqosoqo
Duavata ni Lewenivanua (SDL) (United Fiji
Party) won 44.6 per cent (36 seats out of
71); Fiji Labour Party (FLP) won 39.2 per
cent of the vote (31 seats); United Peo-
ple’s Party (UPP) 0.84 per cent (two
seats); and Independents 4.9 per cent
(two seats). Turn-out was 87.7 per cent.
Next elections
2014 (parliamentary)

Political parties
Ruling party
Interim military government (from 2007;
re-appointed 13 April 2009)
Main opposition party
Soqosoqo Duavata ni Lewenivanua (SDL)
(United Fiji Party)

Population
894,000 (2011)*
Approximately 32 per cent of the popula-
tion is under 15 years of age (2003).
Almost 70 per cent of the population live
on the island of Viti Levu. There has been
a population explosion in squatter settle-
ments in Suva, due to the expiration of
more than 4,000 land leases – there are
182 squatter settlements housing more
than 80,000 people.
Last census: September 2007: 837,271
Population density: 46 inhabitants per
square km (2010). Urban population 52
per cent (2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: 0.8 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Ethnic make-up
Ethnic Fijians represent about 51 per cent
of the population. Indians comprise about
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44 per cent. There are also some Europe-
ans, other Pacific islanders and Chinese.
Religions
Methodist (37 per cent), Roman Catholic
(9 per cent), Hindu (38 per cent), Muslim
(8 per cent).

Education
Fiji showed remarkable progress in access
to basic education in the years following
1996. Basic education was boosted with
the introduction of tuition assistance for
primary schools in 1994. Totalling about
F$4.8 million (US$2.3 million) annually,
this assistance enabled primary schools to
meet their annual development costs.
Primary schooling lasts for eight years;
secondary education lasts for a possible
seven years, with intermediate stages of
four-year junior secondary, two-year se-
nior secondary and one-year seventh form
schooling. Progression through all stages
culminates in examinations. Lessons are
taught mainly in English but may also be
taught in Fijian and Hindi.
The University of the South Pacific, which
serves 10 English-speaking territories in
the South Pacific, is the main provider of
higher education.
Government expenditure on education in-
creased through the 1990s and typically
amounts to 16.21 per cent of the national
budget.
The EU funded a US$44 million
programme aimed at improving the qual-
ity of education in Fiji, by assisting more
than 70 per cent of primary schools and
50 per cent of secondary schools.
Literacy rate: 93 per cent adult rate; 99
per cent youth rate (15–24) (Unesco
2005).
Compulsory years: 6 to 14.
Enrolment rate: 110.45 per cent gross
enrolment in primary education (including
repitition rates).

Health
In October 2010, the health minister de-
clared that Fiji was free of typhoid, a dis-
ease that had been a constant threat
across the region. On 30 November
2011, the Asia Pacific Observatory on
Health Systems and Policies (APOHSP) re-
ported that life expectancy in Fiji had
fallen from 72.9 years to 67.8 over from
2000–05. The drop in expectancy was at-
tributed to several factors, in particular
political and economic pressures and in-
cluding social and cultural changes.
Health care facilities in Fiji are barely ad-
equate for routine medical problems. Two
major hospitals, the Lautoka Hospital and
the Colonial War Memorial Hospital in
Suva, provide emergency and outpatient
services. Other hospitals and clinics pro-
vide only a limited range of health
services.

Access to clean water is available to 47
per cent of the total population.
HIV/Aids
HIV prevalence: 0.1 per cent aged
15–49 in 2003 (World Bank)
Life expectancy: 67.8 years (APOHSP
2011)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
2.7 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef);
31.1 deaths per 1,000 live births (Ministry
of Health, 2008).
Birth rate/Death rate: 20.7 births per
1,000 population; 7.1 deaths per 1,000
population (2007).
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 22 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012)
Head of population per physician:
3.26 physicians per 100,000 people,
2007 (Fiji Statistics 2008)

Welfare
Analysis in 2010, by economist Professor
Waden Narsey, of the Fiji Islands Bureau
of Statistics Household Income and Expen-
diture Survey for 2008–2009, concluded
that almost one-third of citizens will be liv-
ing in poverty by 2011.

Main cities
Suva (capital, on Viti Levu, estimated pop-
ulation 85,345 in 2012), Nasinu
(89,522), Nausori (on Viti Levu) (62,073),
Lautoka (on Viti Levu) (56,892), Nadi (on
Viti Levu) (49,930), Labasa (on Vanua
Levu) (28,934).

Languages spoken
English is widely used in business circles.
Fijian dialects are spoken by the indige-
nous Fijians (Bauan is the most spoken).
The Indian community speaks Fiji-Hindi.
Cantonese is also spoken.
Since 2003, compulsory classes teaching
the Fijian and Hindi languages have been
introduced in some primary and second-
ary schools in order to avert the threat of
losing the ethnic languages of the
country.
Official language/s
English, Fijian and Hindi

Media
In 2010 the government introduced new
media laws (a code of standards and eth-
ics and practice) to control the content of
news reports and provide punishments of
prison terms and heavy fines for any ille-
gality. Foreign media ownership was se-
verely curtailed and all media outlets must
pledge allegiance to Fiji. Officials of the
Fiji based, Pacific Islands New Association
(Pina) have called for the organisation to
be moved to another member state to
avoid the growing censorship in Fiji.
Press
Journalistic standards are generally re-
garded as vigorous.

Dailies: In English, newspapers include
Fiji Daily Post (www.fijidailypost.com), with
its Fijian The Fiji Times (www.fijitimes.com)
has business news and Fiji Sun
(www.sun.com.fj), which is a tabloid.
According to new media laws that came
into effect on 28 June 2010, which re-
quired all directors and 90 per cent of all
shareholders of media organisations to be
either Fijian or permanent Fijian residents,
the Fiji Times had until 28 September
2010 to find new owners or be closed
down. The Fiji Times was owned by News
Limited (owned by media tycoon Rupert
Murdoch) and a strong critic of the mili-
tary government. The Fiji-based Motibhai
Group took over control of News Lim-
ited’s Fiji Times just before the September
deadline.
Weeklies: In Fijian Nai Lalakai takes sto-
ries from The Fiji Times
(www.fijitimes.com/nailalakai.aspx) and
Na Volasiga, covering current affairs. Two
Hindi language publications include
Sartaj and Shanti Dut which features na-
tional and international news. The Pacific
University Journalism publishes USP Bulle-
tin and online news
(www.usp.ac.fj/journ/).
A new, news magazine Republika began
publishing in September 2012, concen-
trating on politics and investigative
journalism.
Business: In English Fiji Islands Business
(www.islandsbusiness.com) and Island
Business are twin publications with varing
domestic or international markets.
Periodicals: In English, the monthly Pa-
cific (www.pacificmagazine.net) has re-
gional news articles.
Broadcasting
Radio: Radio is the most popular medium
for entertainment, news and information,
particularly on remote islands.
The Fiji Broadcasting Corporation (FBCL)
(www.radiofiji.com.fj) network has five sta-
tions providing a range of programmes
based on the Fijian-, English or Hindi-lan-
guages. The Communications Fiji Ltd
(www.cfl.com.fj) has a commercial net-
work of five stations broadcasting to dif-
ference audiences including Radio
Navtarang, in Hindi and Viti FM, in Fijian
and FM96 for the under 25 years age
group. Another commercial station, in
English, is Radio Fiji Gold
(www.radiofiji.com.fj).
The UK-based BBC World Service, the
French Radio Internationale and Radio
Australia are broadcast through local FM
relay stations.
Television: The national public TV station
is Fiji TV (www.fijitv.com.fj), which also
has a satellite, pay-to-view service, pro-
vided by Sky Fiji, with over 20 channels.
Local programmes are provided in Fijian,
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Hindi and English. Services are also trans-
mitted to other Pacific territories, for a fee.
A new free-to-air station, operated by FBC
TV, began operations in October with full
programming by December 2011.
Other news agencies: ABC Pacific Beat:
www.radioaustralia.net.au/pacbeat
Pacific Magazine:
www.pacificmagazine.net
Pacific Islands News Association (Pina):
www.pina.com.fj

Economy
The service sector constituted 68.2 per
cent of the economy in 2010, with indus-
try accounting for 19.7 per cent, of which
manufacturing accounted for 15 per cent
and agriculture 12.1 per cent. Tourism is
the principal sector of the economy – in
2009 there were over 400,000 tourists
plus a further 150,000 on business and
visiting family, bringing in a total of
US$1.589 billion in foreign earnings. The
industrial sector is dominated by mining of
gold, silver and limestone, all contributing
to Fijian exports. In January 2010, a
licence for a new bauxite mine was issued
to a Chinese company. If sugar produc-
tion falls further, mining may become the
second largest component of the econ-
omy by 2015.
Remittances from expatriates are also an
important source of foreign exchange,
which in 2010 were US$158 million (5.8
per cent of GDP), rising to an estimated
US$177 million in 2011.
GDP growth in 2006 was 1.9 per cent,
but following the coup led by Commo-
dore Bainimarama the economy has been
in recession as two corresponding interna-
tional pressures compounded Fiji’s situa-
tion. In 2006, the World Trade
Organisation required the US and the EU
to stop preferential imports from Fiji of
textiles and sugar respectively. Both of
these industries went into decline. The EU
had agreed to provide financial aid to al-
low reinvestment in agriculture, but since
the 2006 coup it set a proviso of demo-
cratic reforms and an improvement in hu-
man rights in Fiji. In the face of concerted
opposition by international bodies and
governments the Fijian military govern-
ment rejected all calls to evolve a demo-
cratically inclusive regime. This meant that
financial aid that might have been forth-
coming has been restricted and has had a
direct effect on the economy.
In 2007 GDP growth fell to -0.9 per cent,
which rose to 1.0 per cent in 2008, but
was adversely affected not only by the
global economic crisis that cut the num-
ber of tourists, but Fiji was also hit by
floods that damaged crops and tourist in-
frastructure. GDP growth fell further to
-1.3 per cent in 2009. In December 2009
the currency was devalued by 20 per cent,

which improved Fiji’s international credit
rating and stimulated growth. However it
also reduced the value of sugar exports by
15 per cent, while the cost of petroleum
imports rose. The recession continued in
2010 with growth of -0.2 per cent, af-
fected in great part by tropical cyclone
Tomas which struck in March and caused
some US$38 million worth of damage to
agricultural crops, homes and infrastruc-
ture. GDP growth in 2011 was estimated
at 2 per cent, spurred on by reconstruc-
tion and a return of tourist numbers.

External trade
Fiji is a member of the South Pacific Re-
gional Trade and Economic Co-operation
Agreement (Sparteca) along with 12 other
regional nations, which allows products
duty free access by Pacific Island Forum
members to Australian and New Zealand
markets (subject to the country of origin
restrictions). It is also a member of the
Melanesian Spearhead Group (with Pa-
pua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and
Vanuatu) as a sub-regional trade group,
whereby customs tariffs have been harmo-
nised under the Melanesian free trade
agreement (MFTA).
Imports
Principal imports are manufactured
goods, petroleum products, chemicals,
machinery and transport equipment and
food.
Main sources: Singapore (33 per cent of
total in 2010), Australia (0.42 per cent),
New Zealand (16 per cent).
Exports
Principal exports are sugar, garments and
shoes, gold, timber, fish, molasses and
coconut oil.
Main destinations: Australia (20.7 per
cent of total in 2010), US (11.4 per cent),
Japan (7.6 per cent).

Agriculture
The agricultural sector typically accounts
for around 16 per cent of GDP and em-
ploys 40 per cent of the workforce.
Historically, 85 per cent of land is granted
to Fijian clans (Mataqali) and by law can-
not be sold. This has led to
underutilisation of some land. The soil is
generally fertile and easily worked.
Sugar normally accounts for half agricul-
tural output, but has declined both in
quality and quantity. The sugar industry
supports about 25 per cent of the working
population, consumes around 12 per cent
of all goods and services and earns more
than 40 per cent of export income. The
Fiji Sugar Corporation aims to diversify
into ethanol and to encourage other uses
for spare land, especially rice (50 per cent
of which is imported).
The European Union announced in May
2009 that it would no longer pay a subsi-
dised price for Fiji’s sugar crop, worth

over US$30 million annually. This was the
second year in a row where Fiji missed
out on business with the EU due to its un-
willingness to adhere to democratic prin-
cipals, which breached the Cotonou
Agreement and the EU’s opposition to
Bainimarama’s military government and
its refusal to hold democratic elections be-
fore 2014.
Fishing for local consumption includes
skipjack, yellowfin and commercial spe-
cies. Prawns and oysters are raised in fish
farms. Bêche-de-Mer, shark-fins, trochus,
mother-of-pearl and turtle shells are col-
lected and sold.
The typical annual fish catch is over
44,700t with over 14,000t of other sea-
food. One million pieces of coral are har-
vested annually as well as 160,000 units,
pearls and shells.
The prawn industry was given an invest-
ment boost in July 2011, with the intro-
duction of a species of giant freshwater
prawn, which has a better survival rate
than the local species. The new species,
to be farmed, should boost employment
and the economy.
In addition to natural rain forest, large
new plantations of pine and hardwood
were established in the late 1970s. There
are exports of pine chips to Japan and
sawn pine to Australia. The clearing of
forests has caused soil erosion.

Industry and manufacturing
The industrial sector as a whole accounts
for 26 per cent of GDP and employs 15
per cent of the workforce. The manufac-
turing industry (excluding sugar milling)
accounts for 13 per cent of GDP and
sugar accounts for one-third of industrial
output.
Sugar cane is crushed at local mills and
exported as raw sugar and molasses. In
June 2003, two mills were closed as part
of the government’s restructuring of the
sector. Copra milling, which produces co-
conut oil and oil cake for export, is car-
ried on at Suva and Savusavu. There are
two breweries, a flour mill and a steel-roll-
ing mill.

Tourism
Fiji can offer the quintessential tropical
holiday, with white sandy beaches and az-
ure lagoons with colourful coral gardens
just offshore. Although Unesco has yet to
award the status of World Heritage Site to
any of the four sites proposed, they are
nevertheless highlights of a trip to Fiji. The
sites include a range of natural sights and
the traditional township of Levuka,
Ovalau. The tourist industry is geared up
to cater for visitors arriving by air for
packaged holidays and offers eco-tourist
activities in its lush forests, water sports
and traditional cultural encounters.
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Australians are overwhelmingly the largest
group of tourists, followed by tourists from
New Zealand and the US.
Although the political turmoil has taken its
toll on the economy and Fiji has had in-
ternational sanctions imposed in 2000
and 2006, the tourism sector maintained
its level of significance for the economy.
In 2005, travel and tourism constituted a
record high of 36.9 per cent of GDP;
however since then it has steadily fallen as
the world economic downturn lead to a
cut in the number of visitors and by 2011
its share of GDP was 27.7 per cent, a fig-
ure similar to that of 2000. Likewise, 30
per cent of total employment was typically
found in travel and tourism, but fell to 25
per cent in 2010. Tourism began to
pick-up in 2011.
An increase in the departure tax, intro-
duced in January 2012 from F$100 to
F$150, was expected to have a short-term
detrimental effect that would smooth out
with time.

Mining
The mining sector accounts for around 3
per cent of GDP and employs 2 per cent
of the workforce.
Gold is Fiji’s second largest export. Pro-
duction is centred on one large mine,
Vatukoula, owned by Emperor Gold
Mines, which produces 120,000–
160,000 ounces per annum and has re-
serves of around 3.5 million ounces. Ac-
cessible ore is expected to be exhausted
within 10 years. Another smaller mine at
Mount Kasai is operated by Pacific Island
Gold and was reopened in 1997 follow-
ing a 50-year closure.

Hydrocarbons
Fiji has no proven hydrocarbons reserves
and relies on imports, which amount to
10,000 barrels per day.
Oil exploration has been undertaken but
the government curtailed all further devel-
opment as the cost of extraction out-
weighs the return on investment, as well
as environmental reasons.
No gas is produced or imported. Con-
sumption of imported coal amounts to
14,000 tonnes per annum.

Energy
The Fiji Electricity Authority (FEA) is re-
sponsible for providing and maintaining
national power, as well as regulating the
market. The FEA is encouraging the use of
renewable energy sources to reduce the
country’s dependence on imported diesel.
A mini-hydroelectric scheme in Vanua
Levu supplies electricity to 40 villages and
other processing industries. Annual elec-
tricity generation is around 1 billion kilo-
watt hours (kWh).
The ongoing rural electrification
programme will include a larger

proportion of solar energy systems from
2009. A new financing system will help
domestic and community users to pur-
chase photovoltaic (solar) panels. Com-
munity projects will be able to lease the
solar panels which will be installed and
maintained as part of the contract. The
World Bank and the Australian-based
ANZ bank have provided to initial invest-
ment to provide start the renewable en-
ergy project.
Savusavu was selected as the site of Fiji’s
first geothermal power plant in May
2011, with a second planned for Labasa,
if a thermal source is proven. Energy will
be taken from naturally occurring hot
springs, with surface temperatures of 40
degrees C. Geothermal energy produc-
tion will initially supplement rather than
replace existing energy production.

Financial markets
Stock exchange
South Pacific Stock Exchange (SPSE)

Banking and insurance
Central bank
Reserve Bank of Fiji (RBF)

Time
GMT plus 12 hours

Geography
Fiji comprises more than 800 islands, of
which 100 are inhabited, situated about
3,100km north-east of Australia and
5,000km south-west of Hawaii, in the Pa-
cific Ocean. The four main islands are Viti
Levu, Vanua Levu, Tavenui and Kadavu.
Plains and valleys, including flood plains,
and low mountains provide agricultural
land. High mountains are rugged and
volcanic.
Hemisphere
Southern

Climate
Hot and damp, tempered by cool winds
from May–October. Maximum tempera-
ture during summer (December–April) 32
degrees Celsius (C), when hurricanes and
cyclonic storms sometimes occur; rarely
falls below 18 degrees C during the rest
of the year.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all. Passports must be valid
for three months beyond the the date of
departure and visitors must possess suffi-
cient funds and return/onward passage.
Visa
Visitor’s visa (for stays up to four months)
are issued on arrival to many foreign na-
tionals from the Americas, Europe,
Australasia and some Asian countries.
Business visas, by representatives of over-
seas companies, from countries that do
not require a visa may visit without further
documentation.

Contact the nearest Fiji Consulate for fur-
ther information.
Currency advice/regulations
There is no restriction on the import of lo-
cal or foreign currency although it must
be declared. Export of all currencies can
only be up to the amount declared on
entry.
Travellers cheques are accepted and are
recommended in Australian dollars or
pound sterling, to avoid added exchange
fees.
In a review of currency designs in 2005 it
was decided to retain the image of the
head of the British monarch on the cur-
rency, even though Fiji has been a repub-
lic since 1987.
Customs
Personal effects allowed duty-free. Strict
animal and plant quarantine regulations;
fruit or plant material should not be
brought in. Many agricultural and manu-
factured items subject to import embar-
goes and licensing and the list is subject
to alteration. Details available from the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry in
Suva.
Prohibited imports
Strict animal and plant quarantine regula-
tions apply; fruit or plant material are pro-
hibited. Many agricultural and
manufactured items are subject to import
embargoes and licensing; a list and de-
tails are available from the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry in Suva.

Health (for visitors)
Mandatory precautions
Vaccination certificates are required for
yellow fever if travelling from an infected
area.
Advisable precautions
Vaccination for diphtheria, tuberculosis,
hepatitis A and B, polio, tetanus, typhoid
and dengue fever. There is a rabies risk.
In rural areas water should be boiled be-
fore drinking.

Hotels
There are many tourist hotels of all stan-
dards and types, frequently in scenic loca-
tions around the islands.
Tipping is not encouraged but visitors may
give a gratuity for excellent service.

Credit cards
Most major credit cards accepted at ho-
tels, restaurants, shops and rental car
agencies, tours, cruises and travel agen-
cies. American Express, Diners Club, Visa,
JCB and Master Card have representa-
tives in Suva.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 25–26 Dec
(Christmas Holiday).
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Variable dates
Good Friday, Easter Monday, National
Youth Day (first Fri in May), Ratu Sir Lala
Sukuna Day (last Mon in May), Queen’s
Official Birthday (Jun/Jul), Fiji Day (Oct),
Diwali (Oct/Nov), Birth of the Prophet
Mohammed.
Muslim and Hindu festivals are timed ac-
cording to local sightings of various
phases of the moon.

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Thu: 0930–1500; Fri: 0930–1600.
Foreign exchanges Mon–Fri 0830–1700;
Sat: 0830–1200.
Business
Mon–Fri: 0830–1630/1700 (some busi-
ness close early on Fri).
Government
Mon–Thu: 0800–1300, 1400–1630; Fri:
1400–1600.
Shops
Mon–Fri: 0800–1700; Sat: 0800–1300.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
A GSM 900 service is available through-
out most of the islands.

Electricity supply
240/415V AC, with flat three-pin plug fit-
tings. Larger hotels have 110V conversion
units for electric shavers.

Social customs/useful tips
Lightweight suit and tie for men and light-
weight suit or equivalent for women. It is
customary to shake hands on meeting
and taking leave. On social occasions
punctuality is appreciated, and dress
should be formal.
An invitation to a traditional village is re-
garded as an important occation. When
visiting a bure (a native thatched cottage)
shoes must be removed and head low-
ered when entering. Hats must be re-
moved and an invitation to drink kava
should be accepted to avoid insult.
Clothing may be casual, but should be
modest: swimsuits are not acceptable any-
where except on beaches and around ho-
tel pools.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Air Pacific
International airport/s: Nadi Interna-
tional (NAN), 8km north of Nadi, 200km
from Suva; duty-free shop, restaurant,
bank, post office, car hire.
Other airport/s: Nausori (SUV), 21km
from Suva.
Airport tax: Departure tax: F$150; not
applicable to 24 hour transit passengers.
Surface
Water: Regular ferries operate between
Kiribati, Nauru, Samoa and Tuvalu.

Main port/s: Labasa, Lautoka, Levuka,
Savusavu and Suva.

Getting about
National transport
Air: Air Pacific operates the main route
between Nadi and Suva. Sunflower Air-
lines and Turtle Island Airways operate on
parts of Viti Levu and are available for
charter. Helicopters can be chartered
from Pacific Crown Aviation, Suva.
Road: There is a 3,300km road network,
about one-third of which is metalled. On
Viti Levu, a 500km coastal highway links
main centres. A trans-insular road on
Vanua Levu connects Labasa with
Savusavu.
Buses: Air-conditioned buses operate daily
between Suva, Nadi and Lautoka; fares
are cheap. Air-conditioned coaches for
longer distances.
Water: Small inter-island vessels operate
from Suva and Lautoka. A regular ferry
service connects Suva and Labasa,
Ovalau and Koro Island. Ferries also con-
nect the majority of the major coastal ar-
eas of Viti Levu and Vanua Levu with all
the major islands. It is also possible to
charter boats.
City transport
Taxis: Metered taxis are available in main
centres. It is advisable to negotiate fares
for long journeys, in advance. Journey
time for a taxi from the airport to the city
centre is around 10 minutes.
Buses, trams & metro: Journey time
from airport to city centre 20 minutes;
buses operate 0700–1830.
Car hire
Chauffeur-driven and self-drive car hire
available. Current overseas or interna-
tional licence acceptable for six months.
Driving is on the left-hand side of the
road, speed limits are 50kph in towns and
villages, 80kph on highways.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international dialling code (IDD) for
Fiji is +679 followed by the customer
number.

Useful telephone numbers
Police, fire and ambulance: 000

Chambers of Commerce
Suva Chamber of Commerce, 7th Floor,
Honson Building, Thomson Street, PO Box
337, Suva (tel: 331-3505).

Banking
Australia & New Zealand Banking Group
Ltd, PO Box 179, ANZ House, 25 Victoria
Parade, Suva (tel: 321-3000; fax:
330-0267).

National Bank of Fiji, 107 Victoria Pa-
rade, PO Box 1166, Suva (tel: 331-4400;
fax: 330-2190, 330-2032).

Westpac Banking Corporation, 6th Floor,
Civic House, Town Hall Road, Suva (tel:
330-0666; fax: 330-0718).

Central bank
Reserve Bank of Fiji, Private Mail Bag,Viti
Levu Island, Suva (tel: 331-3611; fax:
330-1688; email: rbf@
reservebank.gov.fj).

Stock exchange
South Pacific Stock Exchange (SPSE),
www.spse.com.fj

Travel information
Air Fiji, 185 Victoria Parade, Suva (tel:
331-5055, 331-4495; fax: 330-0771,
337-0693).

Flight information (24 hours) (tel:
672-2599).

Hotel reservations (available 24 hours on
arrival concourse) (tel: 672-2433).

Nadi International Airport, Civil Aviation
Authority of Fiji, Private Mail Bag (tel:
672-2500, 672-1555; fax: 652-1500,
672-3795).

Tourist information (0800–1700 hours)
(tel: 672-2433).

National tourist organisation offices
Fiji Visitors’ Bureau, Thomson Street, PO
Box 92, Suva (tel: 330-2433; fax:
330-0970, 330-2751; e-mail:
infodesk@fijifvb.gov.fj; internet site:
http://www.bulafiji.com).

Ministries
Ministry of Primary Industries and Co-op-
eratives, PO Box 358, Rodwell Road,
Suva (tel: 331-1233).

Prime Minister’s Office (tel: 321-1201;
fax: 330-6034).

Other useful addresses
Asian Development Bank (ADB), South
Pacific Regional Mission, La Casa di
Andrea, Fr. Dr. W. H. Lini Highway; PO
Box 127, Port Vila (tel: +678 2 23-300;
fax: +678 2 23-183; email:
adbsprm@adb.org; internet:
www.adb.org/SPRM).

Bureau of Statistics, PO Box 2221, Gov-
ernment Buildings, Suva (tel: 331-5144,
331-5822; fax: 330-3656).

Commonwealth Development Corpora-
tion, 371 Victoria Parade, Suva (tel:
330-2577).
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Department of Information, PO Box
2225, Government Buildings, Suva (tel:
321-1250/1; fax: 330-0776).

Fiji Posts and Telecommunications Ltd,
PO Box 40, Suva (tel: 321-0329; fax:
330-5591; internet site:
www.TelecomFiji.com.fj).

Fiji Trade and Investment Board, PO Box
2303, Government Buildings, Suva (tel:
331-5988; fax: 331-5783).

Forum Secretariat, Ratu Sukuna Road,
Suva (fax: 330-3069).

National Marketing Authority of Fiji, PO
Box 5085, Raiwaqa, Suva (tel:
338-5888).

Pacific Islands News Association Secretar-
iat (PINS), Private Mail Bag, Level II,
Damodar Centre, 46 Gordon Street, Suva
(tel: 330-3623; fax: 330-3943).

Other news agencies: ABC Pacific Beat:
www.radioaustralia.net.au/pacbeat

Pacific Magazine:
www.pacificmagazine.net

Pacific Islands News Association (Pina):
www.pina.com.fj

Internet sites
Fiji government: www.fiji.gov.fj

Fiji information: www.fijiatoz.com

Fiji Statistics: www.statsfiji.gov.fj

Tourism Council of the South Pacific:
www.tcsp.com/destinations/fiji




