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F
or most of 2012 and in the earlier part
of 2013, those who made their living
by interpreting events in Egypt and

other Middle Eastern countries would reg-
ularly assess the likely consequences of
Mohammed Morsi and the Islamist Mus-
lim Brotherhood’s electoral success in
Egypt. Whatever their prognostications,
very few commentators – if any – got it
right. Hardly any foresaw the rising pro-
tests and power of the secular opposition
or of the army’s preparedness to side with
those who barely a year earlier had been
celebrating what they saw as the end of
the military dictatorship. Instead, on 3
July 2013 President Morsi was put under
house arrest and they found themselves
ruled by an ‘interim’ military govern-
ment, with as many as 1,000 members of
the Muslim Brotherhood, including its
leadership, locked behind bars. Worse, in

August 2013 the stand-off between the
Brotherhood’s supporters and the army
resulted in some 1,000 deaths.

Given its demographics and its history,
it was probably inevitable that Egypt’s
first essay into democratic rule should
prove short-lived. If politics is the art of
the possible, for Egypt’s beleaguered
President Morsi the year 2013 had more to
do with confronting the inevitable. In June
2012 the Muslim Brotherhood’s man won
just over half the vote in the presidential
election; in September 2012 his approval
poll rating had been over 70 per cent. But
then the percentage began to fall – to
barely 30 per cent, a figure that roughly
corresponded to the size of Mr Morsi’s
Islamist base. When even that base per-
centage showed signs of shrinking, the
writing was probably on the wall for Mr
Morsi. By mid-2013 Egyptians were
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Jumhuriyat Misr al
Arabiya (Arab Republic of Egypt)

Head of State: President Adli
Mansour (Freedom and Justice
Party (appointed by the Army 3 Jul
2013)

Head of government: Prime Minister
Hazem el Beblawi (from 8 Jul
2013)

Ruling party: No ruling party as such

Area: 1,001,499 square km

Population: 82.50 million (2012)*

Capital: Cairo

Official language: Arabic

Currency: Egyptian pound (LE) =
100 piastres

Exchange rate: LE7.00 per US$ (Jul
2013)

GDP per capita: US$3,112 (2012)*

GDP real growth: 2.22% (2012)*

GDP: US$256.73 billion (2012)*

Labour force: 26.19 million (2011)*

Unemployment: 12.31% (2012)*

Inflation: 8.60% (2012)*

Oil production: 728,000 bpd (2012)

Natural gas production: 60.90 billion
cum (2012)

Balance of trade: -US$25.52 billion
(2012)*

* estimated figure



confronted by increasingly polarised elec-
toral options: either support the military or
support Mohammed Morsi’s Muslim
Brotherhood.

The ‘Deal’ fails
In mid-August it had emerged that a deal
between President Morsi’s supporters and
the ‘interim’ military administration had
been in the offing, brokered by the US, the
European Union (EU) and the foreign
ministers of Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE). Before the violence
erupted, some sort of a deal might have
been possible, but it was finally rejected
by the army commander, General Abdul
Fatah al Sisi. The near-deal would have
seen the Morsi supporters strike their pro-
test camps in return for an army undertak-
ing not to resort to violence against them.

The putative agreement would also have
served as a base for further negotiations
between the parties. However, the Nobel
prize winner and Vice President Moham-
med el Baradei, who was heading up the
negotiations, was unable to persuade Gen-
eral Sisi. Mr Baradei subsequently re-
signed from his position in protest at the
decision and after having expressed his
disapproval of the army’s steps to dis-
lodge the protestors from their street
camps. The army intervention seemed to
represent the end of any possible negotia-
tions between the sides.

The possible agreement had not been
rushed into. It followed weeks of negotia-
tions, pressure and visits to Cairo from a
number of the diplomatic heavyweights
involved, including Bernardino León (the
EU’s special envoy for Egypt and the
Southern Mediterranean) and the US as-
sistant secretary of state, William Burns.
Quoted in the Spanish newspaper, La

Vanguardia, Mr León said that ‘This was
a generic, simple compromise that was
supported by the four parties.’ Mr León
went on to say that the objective was to
create conditions for a possible negotia-
tion and simply de-activate a potentially
explosive situation. Of the four would-be
parties to the agreement, Qatar was the
only one that maintained a clear line of
support to the Brotherhood, for which Qa-
tar also provides financial support. Qa-
tar’s presence was important if the
agreement was to have succeeded, in view
of the fact that most Arab states took a dis-
tinctly luke-warm view, preferring to
align themselves with the US, which for
better or worse had sought to avoid de-
priving the interim military administra-
tion of its precarious, undemocratic,
legitimacy. The army’s savage repression

made the US position close to untenable;
what was happening in Egypt, in all its
fundamentals, was a coup d’état against a
democratically elected government. The
Washington Post attempted to clarify the
position, not well understood in the US,
that US representatives needed to be seen
to be seated alongside the Gulf States in
the negotiations, even if the latter were in-
evitably advocating an Islamist govern-
ment for Egypt. The newspaper
considered that it was ‘normal that we
maintain a line of communication with
these countries, since they play a key role
and have important connections with
Egypt.’

In contrast, the EU’s diplomatic head,
Catherine Ashton, held the interim (army)
government to be largely responsible for
the carnage, going so far as to announce
that the EU’s 28 member states would dis-
cuss possible ‘appropriate’ measures
against Egypt as a result. Lady Ashton’s
thinly veiled comments amounted to the
most serious criticism of the interim ad-
ministration: ‘The responsibility for this
tragedy is that of the interim government,
as well as Egypt’s political class in the
widest possible sense.’

Morsi’s allies – Not?
President Morsi’s approach to govern-
ment and his failure to engage with repre-
sentatives of other sections of society was
attributed to simple arrogance. One of Mr
Morsi’s big mistakes was his failure to
network, to understand the importance of
allies and alliances. No dialogue appeared

to have taken place with what had once
been opposition allies. Thus, there had
been no conversations with the Sunni al
Azhar University, nor with the Coptic
Pope (See Copts below), nor with repre-
sentatives of the legal system or indeed
with the army. One curious development
under the Morsi administration had been
its apparent reluctance to rein in the mili-
tary. The Constitution drawn up by the
Islamists (which had certainly not seen
any consultation with large sectors of so-
ciety) respected the privileged position of
the military and the government appeared
at pains to avoid any semblance of eroding
the military’s position. The military con-
tinues, alongside numerous other group-
ings, to play an important role in Egyptian
society; it is still seen to form part of the
country’s national identity.

Morsi also appeared to overlook the
rather obvious fact that his election vic-
tory had only secured 51 per cent of the
vote and even that margin was only se-
cured in the second round of voting. A
year of governmental mismanagement re-
sulted in many originally ‘floating’ voters
withdrawing their support. Mr Morsi
seemed unaware that the profound transi-
tion his government was trying to bring
about was very much in the face of oppo-
sition from much of Egypt’s establish-
ment. The driving force of the Egyptian
revolution had been middle class youth;
but these were not natural Muslim Broth-
erhood supporters. For the most part the
middle classes were simply not Brother-
hood people, they did not identify with the
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KEY INDICATORS Egypt

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m 76.80 *76.70 *77.80 *79.36 *82.50

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 162.40 188.00 218.50 235.70 *256.73

GDP per capita US$ 2,160 2,450 2,789 2,970 *3,112

GDP real growth % 7.2 4.7 5.1 1.8 *2.2

Inflation % 11.7 16.2 11.7 11.1 *8.6

Unemployment % 8.7 9.4 9.0 8.9 *12.3

Oil output ‘000 bpd 722.0 307.0 736.0 735.0 728.0

Natural gas output bn cum 58.9 62.7 61.3 61.3 60.9

Exports (fob) (goods) US$m 29,849.0 23,089.0 25,024.5 27,913.4 26,835.0

Imports (fob) (goods) US$m 49,608.0 39,907.0 45,144.5 47,311.5 52,350.0

Balance of trade US$m -19,759.0 -16,818.0 -20,120.3 -19,398.1 -25,516.0

Current account US$m -1,415.0 -3,349.0 -4,318.0 -5,483.9 *-7,928.0

Total reserves minus
gold US$m 32,216.0 32,253.0 33,612.0 28,309.8 11,628.0

Foreign exchange US$m 32,108.0 30,947.0 32,351.0 27,208.6 10,368.0

Exchange rate per US$ 5.31 5.69 5.79 5.91 6.31

* estimated figure



Brotherhood’s objectives. What had been
hoped for – the identification of a com-
mon denominator that most Egyptians
could identify with – simply did not hap-
pen. On the one hand, a younger, secular
middle class sought change and reform,
while the Brotherhood saw Egypt moving
in the opposite direction. Blinded by their
electoral victory, they failed to understand
the limitations of a narrow victory, the im-
possibility of resolving Egypt’s problems
without a properly inclusive approach.
The Brotherhood also failed to understand
that their opponents could call on one uni-
fying factor – the Nationalism that in 1956
had swept Gamal Abdul Nasser to power
for fourteen years. Nationalism runs un-
derstandably deep in the Egyptian psyche;
Egypt was no colonial concept pencilled
in after the collapse of the Ottoman Em-
pire. Egypt, or more precisely Cairo, was
after all Um al Dunya, the ‘Mother of the
World’.

Watching from the side-lines was the
backbone of the Mubarak regime, the
army. Watching and probably saying to
themselves that the worse things became,
the better the opportunity to ‘restore
order’.

Unheeding, the Morsi administration
ploughed on, one moment calling for a ji-

had (holy war) in Syria, later back-track-
ing to remain on terms with its Russian
benefactors. There was talk of an alliance
with Turkey, but acute deafness when it
came to taking Egypt’s pulse beyond the
Brotherhood’s ranks. There also appeared
a disturbing tendency to classify opposi-
tion as kafir or non-believers. Meanwhile,
the nationalist camp depicted the Brother-
hood as seeking to dismember Egypt’s
identity and integrity. Thus the stage was
set for the army to pursue the lesser evil of
killing Brotherhood protestors to restore
order rather than see Egypt disappear as a
functioning body politic. Those voices
that had sought to seek some sort of com-
promise between the two factions were
perhaps listened to more after the violence
and killings, but for Egypt it was no longer
a case of better late than never. It was sim-
ply too late.

Whither Egypt? Egypt withers
If the writing had indeed been on the wall
for some time, it was not altogether clear
what it said. It was not surprising that Mr
Morsi’s Islamist administration had come
under fire from its secular opponents; that
was nothing new – Egypt’s secular elements
had constantly sought to hassle Mr Morsi’s
government, holding nationwide rallies in
late June 2013 demanding the President’s

resignation. In their ivory tower the Muslim
Brotherhood were accustomed to criticism
from that quarter. What was unexpected and
unmanageable was forceful criticism from
the opposite – Salafist (conservative
Islamists) – end of the political spectrum.
Egypt’s biggest Salafi group, the Nour
Party, had in the first half of 2013, gone
public with its concerns. The Nour Party’s
puritans, who had come second to the
Brotherhood in the 2011 parliamentary
elections, had surprisingly based their criti-
cisms of Mr Morsi on his Islamist agenda,
which they considered to be shunting Egypt
into an Islamist dead-end. The Salafists
sought immediate reforms, the reversal of a
number of controversial appointments and
the replacement of his heavily Islamist ad-
ministration by a more technocratic admin-
istration. Failing that, the Nour Party would
demand a referendum to end Mr Morsi’s
term. Not that Mr Morsi had ignored the
warning drums, but the nature of his re-
sponse was less than sure footed and was
too long in preparation.

One inexplicable response was the ap-
pointment of Adel el Khayat, who is a
member of the Egyptian hard-line Islamist
group Al Gamaa al Islamiya, as governor
of Luxor, after Cairo, Egypt’s best known
tourist destination. Even the Al Gamaa al
Islamiya’s political arm, the Building and
Development Party (BDP), announced
that it had asked Mr Khayat to resign. The
appointment of Khayat as governor of
Luxor was unpopular on many levels, not
only prompting uproar in the Upper Egyp-
tian Governorate, (Al Gamaa al Islamiya
had been the militant group responsible
for the Luxor massacre that killed 58 for-
eign tourists and four Egyptians in 1997)
but also within the party, which it tran-
spired had not been consulted by the presi-
dency prior to the appointment. Such was
the anger and resultant disarray that the
minister of tourism, Hisham Zaazou,
threatened to resign in protest at the ap-
pointment, and Mr Khayat himself re-
signed on 22 June, just a week after his
appointment.

Political activists and tourism workers in
the governorate announced that they would
force tourist sites in Luxor to shut down if
Mr Khayat was not dismissed from office.
Following the prolonged social unrest at
the end of the Mubarak regime, Egypt’s
tourism industry, a primary resource, was
on the ropes. It was speculated that if tour-
ism fell any further, the Egyptian economy
would begin to fall apart.

The el Khayat affair revealed an uncom-
fortable degree of incompetence on the
part of the Morsi administration. To

choose a member of Al Gamaa al Islamiya
as governor of Luxor, the southern city
whose wealth of Pharaonic monuments is
one of Egypt’s biggest tourist attractions,
could not have been more tactless. But it
got worse: Al Gamaa al Islamiya are op-
posed to figurative art as ‘idolatry’, dis-
missed the pre-Islamic era as ‘barbaric’
and sought to ban alcohol and separate the
sexes. The people of Luxor expressed
their opposition to the appointment
through graffiti, one of which read: ‘Mr
Governor, the terrorist, welcome to the
city of idols.’

Syria
Attempting to curry favour with the
Islamist right wing, Mr Morsi perversely
managed to reverse Egypt’s position on
the Syrian conflict. On an April 2013
‘begging bowl’ visit to Russia to ask for
loans and wheat supplies, Mr Morsi an-
nounced his support for the Kremlin’s less
than disinterested policy of ‘non-interfer-
ence’ in Syria’s internal affairs. Three
months earlier, in June 2013, addressing a
rally organised by the Brotherhood to
show solidarity with Syrians, Mr Morsi
chose a strangely sectarian tone to de-
nounce the Assad regime as a Shi’a op-
pressor of Sunnis. Breaking off
diplomatic relations with Syria, he called
for the imposition of a no-fly zone to pro-
tect Syrian civilians. He then sat approv-
ingly as a number of Salafi preachers
blasted Shi’as as ‘filth’. Egyptians who
chose to disobey the President were also
accused of being ‘infidels and renegades’.
The exception to the Brotherhood’s cho-
rus of approval was the Salafist Nour
Party, which criticised Mr Morsi for creat-
ing greater divisions within Egyptian so-
ciety. As 2013 reached its mid-point, their
criticisms were to be proved depressingly
correct.

Collapse – Obama’s indecision
By July 2013 it appeared that Egyptians
were becoming resigned to the blood let-
ting, inured to the daily newspaper images
of countless corpses laid out in Cairo’s
morgues, often random arrests, summary
jail sentences and shoot-outs. In a period
of a few days, on 3 July, the first elected
government in Egyptian history was top-
pled. The government of President
Mohamed Morsi was neutered with un-
precedented savagery on the part of the
army. This not only marked the violent
end of the Morsi Presidency, but also the
end of the Arab Spring, the two-year-old
movement that saw the promise of elected
government in the Middle East.
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The likely end of democracy in Egypt
and the end of the Arab Spring placed the
US, Egypt’s most powerful ally, in an un-
tenable position. Calls for the US to cut
off the US$1.5 billion in annual military
aid were mounting. This aid had been a
key element of the 1979 peace treaty be-
tween Egypt and Israel. The US was not
alone in buttressing the Egyptian govern-
ment with massive financial support.
Saudi Arabia had pledged that the Gulf
states would fill the gap if any Western aid
was withdrawn. Saudi Arabia already do-
nated an annual US$5 billion, and Kuwait
and the United Arab Emirates had prom-
ised a further US$7 billion. The growing
wave of international protest at the level
of state violence had generated fears that
even the European Union (EU) might put
its €5 billion (US$6.67 billion) aid pack-
age on hold. Although President Nasser
had once said ‘We’re a sentimental peo-
ple. We like a few kind words better than
millions of dollars given in a humiliating
way’ money still talked when it came to
sorting out Egypt’s future.

In the particular case of the US, the
Egyptian electorate’s hopes that President
Obama was to take a serious interest in the
region’s problems had come to nothing.
Brave promises were ignored as Washing-
ton opted to support the Egyptian military.
It was rumoured that Susan Rice, Presi-
dent Obama’s national security advisor,
called the generals just before the 3 July
coup to advise that they could move
against Morsi without consequence. It
was also rumoured that Ms Rice also
called the Morsi government to tell them
that the US would not stand in the way of
the Egyptian military. One theory circu-
lating in Washington was that the Obama
White House was never keen on the Arab
Spring because it was not capable of ac-
cepting democratic government in nations
with Islamic majorities. The US Adminis-
tration steadfastly refused to call the
Egyptian coup a coup; it was reported that
the President wanted to continue sending
the Egyptian army the US$1.5 billion in
aid each year, even when it was clearly
against US law to do so if there had been a
coup. President Obama’s credibility in the
Middle East fell to an all time low. Egyp-
tians on both sides of their country’s di-
vide felt betrayed and deceived.

Mubarak freed
In what many regarded as an unwise ini-
tiative, Egypt’s disgraced former dictator,
Hosni Mubarak, was freed from jail and
into house-arrest in late August 2013. The
announcement of his release, which came

at the end of one of the bloodiest weeks in
recent Egyptian history – in which over
1,000 supporters of President Morsi had
been killed – was for Egyptians on all
sides of the politico-religious divide
something of a bombshell. It appeared that
Mr Mubarak had been cleared of embez-
zling millions from the public purse; how-
ever he still faced a retrial over the murder
of protestors by the security services. The
news of the Mubarak release reintroduced
fears that Egyptian history was becoming
circular rather than linear, that the
all-powerful military had decided to turn
the clock back to the days of dictatorship.
This would involve the rewriting of yet
another constitution, probably outlawing
the Muslim Brotherhood again.
Mubarak’s downfall had, for a few
months, actually united his Islamist and
secular opponents. Mubarak’s release
gave rise to widespread and understand-
able anger among the Islamist community
who had seen an estimated 1,000 mem-
bers – including their leader – put behind
bars.

The polarised situation reached by
Egypt in mid-2013 saw many secularists
revert to reluctantly supporting the mili-
tary’s brutal campaign to eradicate
Islamists from Egyptian politics. The
army under General Sisi now considered
the Muslim Brotherhood to be a terrorist
organisation that needed to be weeded out
and disposed of. To achieve this, the army
administration had re-introduced the state
of emergency that had existed under the
Mubarak regime for over 30 years. The
Cairo Court for Urgent Matters ruled on
23 September that all Muslim Brother-
hood activities should be banned. The rul-
ing included the Islamist movement, its
non-governmental organisation and any
affiliated groups. The Court also ordered
the seizure of all Brotherhood funds. And
the state newspaper Al Ahram reported
that the ‘limits and length of Mr
Mubarak’s house arrest would be set en-
tirely by the military government, adding
that Mr Mubarak would be unable to vote
or enter politics and that his further detain-
ment was for his own safety and the safety
of society.’

The Copts
Egypt’s Christian community, the Copts,
are a significant minority. After the fall of
President Mubarak in 2011, the Copts –
with some justification – feared for their
safety. Islamist gunmen had attacked their
Christmas celebrations in 2010 and in
2011 a bomb planted outside a cathedral
service in Alexandria killed 23 people.

However, when the Copts organised dem-
onstrations to ask for greater security,
Egypt’s military authorities did nothing to
protect them. The attacks were described
by many observers as resembling a po-
grom of Christians.

Despite their long history Egypt’s Copts
have been regarded as outsiders within
their own country, generally prevented
from securing high government posts and
effectively excluded from politics. As the
turmoil between the Islamists and the sec-
ular factions increased, the Copt commu-
nity eventually came out in support of the
military authorities, issuing a statement
supporting the intervention against
‘armed groups’ and ‘terrorism’ both in-
side Egypt and beyond. A communiqué
from the Patriarch (Pope) of the Coptic
church noted the number of attacks
against its churches as well as against gov-
ernment institutions. It went on to say that
the attacks had not only terrorised Chris-
tians, but also Muslims, ‘in contradiction
of the values of their religions, morality
and humanity.’

The Copts are the largest Christian
group in Egypt, where Christianity was
once (in the period from 400–800 A.D)
the majority religion and probably still the
majority religion for some time after the
Muslim conquest. The Copts in Egypt
(where they account for around ten per
cent of the population) are the largest
Christian community in the Middle East
and have long been seen as a barometer of
religious tolerance in Egypt. The Copts
are lead by Pope Tawadros II who is offi-
cially known as the Pope of Alexandria
and the Patriarch of the See of St Mark.
Pope Tawadros took office in November
2012.

The communiqué rejected any external
interference in Egypt’s affairs, which it
considered risked inflaming the situation
further. The Copts also criticised the inter-
national press for its ‘deceptive’ presenta-
tion of events in Egypt and requested
journalists not to place a political interpre-
tation on events that were inspired by
‘bloodthirsty terrorist groups’. These
groups were accused of ‘trying to create
destruction and destroy our beloved coun-
try’. Mid-August 2013 saw a wave of at-
tacks against Copt churches; government
reports cited attacks against some 20
Christian churches in a three day period.
Overall, the number of churches and
Christian institutions (Copt, Orthodox,
Catholic and Protestant) had reached
around 50. According to the Bishop of
Giza attacks on his church had been or-
ganised by the Muslim Brotherhood; the
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Bishop went as far as accusing the Broth-
erhood of having links with al Qaeda and
Hamas (Gaza). The objective seemed to
be to force the Copt community to enter
the conflict in alliance with the military
administration, thereby creating wider
disorder. The communiqué ended with an
exhortation to say ‘No’ to terrorism.

The economy languishes – oil saves
the day
According to the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) after the Egyptian revolution
in 2011 Egypt experienced capital out-
flows and a sharp drop in tourism revenue
and foreign direct investment (FDI). An-
nual gross domestic product (GDP)
growth in Egypt dropped to 1.8 per cent in
2011 from 5.1 per cent in 2010. The US
government Energy Information Admin-
istration (EIA) notes that despite this
slower growth, oil and gas production and
operations largely have been unaffected,
although some foreign companies have
withdrawn non-essential foreign staff as a
precautionary measure because of uncer-
tainty in the country. In addition, ship-
ments of oil and LNG through the Suez
Canal have been unaffected, as the Egyp-
tian army continues to guard the Canal.
The most visible effect of the 2011 revolu-
tion and the recent unrest on Egypt’s en-
ergy sector has been a series of attacks on
the Arab Gas Pipeline, which prior to the
revolution had transported natural gas to
Jordan and Israel. Gas exports to both
countries were significantly reduced in
2011. In 2012, natural gas exports to Israel
were halted, according to the Arabian Oil

and Gas Journal (AOGJ). In addition,
growing domestic demand for oil and gas
amid stagnant production has led to en-
ergy shortages, contributing to continued
protests and sporadic unrest in the
country.

According to the US Oil & Gas Journal

(OGJ) in January 2013, Egypt’s crude oil
reserves were 4.4 billion barrels, an in-
crease from the 2010 reserve estimate of
3.7 billion barrels, as new oil discoveries
boosted oil reserves. According to the
AOGJ, several new oil discoveries had
been made every year since 2008, with 16
in 2011, 16 in 2010, 11 in 2009 and 17 in
2008. Many of these oil discoveries were
the result of exploration conducted by the
US-based Apache Company in Egypt’s
Western Desert.

Egypt’s oil production comes from the
Gulf of Suez, Nile Delta, Western Desert,
Eastern Desert, Sinai and the Mediterra-
nean Sea. Most of Egypt’s production is
derived from relatively small fields that

are connected to larger regional
production systems. Overall production is
in decline, particularly from the older
fields in the Gulf of Suez and Nile Delta.
However, declines have been partially
offset by small new finds, particularly in
the Western Desert and offshore area. In
addition, the use of enhanced oil recovery
(EOR) techniques at mature fields has
eased production declines.

After Egypt’s production peak of more
than 900,000 barrels per day (bpd) in the
mid-1990s, output began to decline as oil
fields matured. However, natural gas liq-
uids (NGL) output has increased as a re-
sult of expanding natural gas production
and has offset some of the declines in
other liquids production, such as crude oil.
In 2012, Egypt’s total oil production aver-
aged around 728,000bpd, of which ap-
proximately 555,000bpd was crude oil
including lease condensate, and almost
170,000bpd was NGL, with refinery pro-
cessing loss accounting for the difference.
One of Egypt’s challenges is to satisfy in-
creasing domestic demand for oil amid
falling domestic production. Total oil con-
sumption grew by an annual average of 3
per cent over the decade, to 744,000bpd in
2012. Egypt’s oil consumption has out-
paced production since 2010.

Egypt exported around 100,000bpd of
crude oil including lease condensate in
2012. Most of Egypt’s exports were sent
to India (46 per cent), the United States
(32 per cent) and Italy (17 per cent) in
2012. EIA data shows that the United
States imported 31,000bpd of crude oil
from Egypt in 2012; an increase compared
to previous years as US crude imports
from Egypt had averaged less than
6,000bpd in the previous five years.

Natural gas
According to OGJ estimates as of 1 Janu-
ary 2013, Egypt’s proven natural gas re-
serves registered at around 77 trillion
cubic feet (tcf), an increase from the 2010
estimate of 58.5tcf and the third highest in
Africa, after Nigeria and Algeria. New
discoveries in the deep water Mediterra-
nean Sea and Nile Delta, along with some
finds in the Western Desert, have led to
the increase in proven reserves. There
were 16 natural gas discoveries in 2009,
10 in 2010 and 7 in 2011, according to the
AOGJ. The majority of Egypt’s natural
gas reserves and production is located in
the Mediterranean Sea and Nile Delta.

Egypt’s natural gas production is used
to satisfy rising domestic demand, exports
through the Arab Gas Pipeline and LNG
exports. In 2012, Egypt produced roughly

60.9 billion cubic metres (bcm) of dry
natural gas, of which 52.6bcm was do-
mestically consumed and 8.3bcm was ex-
ported. Egypt supplies natural gas mostly
to European and Asian markets, although
exports are competing with rising domes-
tic demand, particularly in Egypt’s power
generation sector.

Much of the natural gas consumed in
Egypt is used to fuel electric power plants.
The government is encouraging house-
holds, businesses and the industrial sector
to consider natural gas as a substitute for
petroleum and coal. The share of natural
gas consumed in the transportation sector
had also been rising since the develop-
ment of compressed natural gas (CNG) in-
frastructure and vehicles.

Risk assessment
Economy Poor
Politics Poor
Regional stability Fair

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
1571 Egypt became part of the Ottoman
Empire. Mohammed Ali assumed the rule
of Egypt. His descendants ruled until
1952.
1859–69 The Suez Canal was built.
1882 Britain occupied Egypt and al-
though it remained under Ottoman suzer-
ainty, it became de facto a British colony.
1914 Britain eliminated the Ottoman su-
zerainty and the country became a British
protectorate – the Egyptian Sultanate.
1922 Following the revolution of Saad
Zaghloul in 1919, Britain granted partial
independence to Egypt, but retained the
right to defend the Suez Canal and Egypt
itself. Egypt was renamed Kingdom of
Egypt.
1928 Muslim Brotherhood founded by
Hasan al Banna.
1936 Signing of the Anglo-Egyptian
Treaty, which restricted British military
presence to the Suez Canal Zone.
1947–49 Egypt contributed to a pan-Arab
military force that failed to occupy the
newly-created state of Israel.
1952 The 23 July Revolution, led by the
army, ousted King Fu’ad, who had just
succeeded his father, King Faruq.
1953–56 Egypt was declared a republic
under President Mohammed Neguib in
1953. Neguib relinquished power in
1954 to Colonel Gamal Abdel Nasser,
who was officially elected in 1956.
1956 Nasser nationalised the Suez Canal
to fund the construction of the Aswan
High Dam to regulate the annual flooding
of the Nile River. Egypt blockaded the Is-
raeli Red Sea port of Eilat; Israeli forces
attacked and occupied the Sinai
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Peninsula, later being joined by Britain
and France seeking to regain control of
the Canal Zone. In the face of strong in-
ternational opposition, particularly from
the US, all three withdrew their forces.
1958 Egypt and Syria formed the United
Arab Republic (UAR) in the first step to-
wards their aim for Arab unity.
1961 Syria withdrew from the union with
Egypt but Egypt remained known as the
UAR.
1967 Egypt again blockaded Eilat; Israel
launched and won the Six Day War
against Egypt, Jordan and Syria, taking
control of the Sinai Peninsula and the
Gaza Strip, which had been Egyptian ter-
ritory. Crucially, they also took control of
the Golan Heights, overlooking Syria. The
Suez Canal was closed.
1968–70 The War of Attrition was a lim-
ited war fought between Egypt and Israel,
initiated by Egypt as a way to recapture
the Sinai Peninsula from Israel; the war
ended without changes to the frontiers.
1970–73 Anwar al Sadat was elected
president following the death of Nasser.
He renamed the country the Arab Repub-
lic of Egypt and ruled it as a one-party
state. The Aswan High Dam was inaugu-
rated by the President. In the 6 October
War (also known as the Yom Kippur War),
Egypt and Syria invaded Israel to reclaim
some of the land lost in the Six Day War,
but despite early strategic gains for Egypt
and Syria, Israel counter-attacked and re-
pelled the invasion, re-conquering the
Golan Heights from Syria.
1975 The Suez Canal reopened, having
been closed since the 1967 war.
1977 Sadat visited Jerusalem, which led
to the Camp David Peace Accords, the
signing of the Egyptian-Israeli Peace
Treaty in 1979 and the eventual Israeli
withdrawal from the Sinai Peninsula in
1982.
1981 President Sadat was assassinated by
Islamic extremists. A national referendum
approved Hosni Mubarak as president
and also allowed political opposition par-
ties for the first time. A State of Emergency
(SoE) (known locally as emergency laws)
was declared, extending police powers,
suspending constitutional rights, legalising
censorship, and curtailing political activity
and street protests.
1979 Egypt was expelled from the Arab
League.
1989 Egypt re-joined the Arab League.
1991–94 Egypt contributed to the US-led
military campaign against Iraq. Egypt was
a party to peace agreements between Is-
rael and the Palestinians, which began
negotiations on the status of the former
Egyptian territory of Gaza.
1996–2000 The Al Hizb al Watani al
Dimuqrati (National Democratic Party)
(NDP) was re-elected in the 1996 and

2000 elections. Mubarak was re-elected
president for a fourth term.
2003 Emergency powers established
when Sadat was assassinated in 1981
were extended for another three years.
2004 Ahmed Nazif became prime minis-
ter. The funeral of Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat, was held in Cairo.
2005 Egypt hosted the Sharm El Sheik
summit, at which Palestinian President
Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister Sharon
signed a truce; Israel was to withdraw
from Gaza and the Palestinian authorities
curb the violence of militant groups op-
posed to Israel. Egypt resumed diplomatic
ties with Israel. A constitutional amend-
ment allowed multiple candidates in the
presidential elections, which was won by
incumbent Mubarak, for a fifth consecu-
tive term.
2006 Emergency laws, which gave broad
powers of arrest and detention to the se-
curity forces, were extended by two years.
2007 A referendum amended 34 articles
in the constitution, including items aimed
at banning political activities and the es-
tablishment of political parties based on
race, religion and ethnicity; it also in-
creased the power of the president and
adopted an anti-terrorism law to replace
emergency laws.
2008 Hamas militants breached several
sections of the Egypt-Gaza Rafah border
crossing allowing thousands of Palestin-
ians to cross into Egypt, many to stock up
on food and other necessities. Israel de-
manded that the border be closed to pre-
vent the restocking of Hamas armouries.
While foreign-led negotiations failed to
provide a permanent solution, Hamas
and Egyptian officials reached their own
agreement.
2009 Egyptian forces closed the last
breach along the Gaza border. In a
crackdown on Islamist militants 25 lead-
ing members of Hizb al Wasat (Muslim
Brotherhood) were jailed. Liberal demo-
crat and opposition politician Ayman
Nour (El Ghad) was released from jail on
health grounds. Egypt sponsored talks be-
tween Palestinian rivals, Fatah and
Hamas, over a proposed unity
government.
2010 Mohammed Badi was named as
leader (general guide) of Egypt’s outlawed
opposition Islamist movement, the Muslim
Brotherhood. Analysts consider him a
conservative who would likely steer the
Brotherhood away from political activism
and focus on religious and social work.
The World Bank approved a US$280 mil-
lion loan for a second terminal at Cairo’s
international airport. Sheikh Mohammed
Sayed Tantawi, Grand Imam of the al
Azhar mosque and head of the al Azhar
University, died in Saudi Arabia, aged 81.
President Mubarak issued a decree

renewing the country’s emergency laws for
a further two years. Egypt signed an
agreement with Ethiopia, Uganda, Tanza-
nia and Rwanda to redistribute their rela-
tive share of Nile waters; negotiations had
begun in 1997. In elections for the Majlis
al Shura, the ruling NDP won 80 seats in
total (out of 132). All opposition parties
withdrew from further involvement in the
general elections, following results that
showed the NDP had won 209 out of 221
seats. The ruling NDP won an overwhelm-
ing majority of 420 seats (out of 518).
The opposition, which had quit the elec-
tion after the first round, cited extensive
electoral fraud.
2011 Following mass-protests in Cairo’s
Tahrir Square at the leadership of Presi-
dent Mubarak, which began in January,
Mubarak dismissed his government and
appointed Ahmed Shafiq as prime minis-
ter in an attempt to pacify the protestors.
However, the protests continued and in
February, Mubarak resigned and control
of Egypt was taken over by the Supreme
Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF)), led
by Field Marshall Mohamed Hussein
Tantawi (defence minister); Ahmed Shafiq
remained as prime minister. The SCAF re-
fused to lift the emergency laws. Mr
Mubarak and his family retreated to their
residence in Sharm el Sheikh, the Red Sea
resort. By 11 February there had been
384 confirmed deaths related to the dem-
onstrations; of which 232 deaths were in
Cairo. All prisoners arrested since January
were released and an investigation into
officials responsible for violence towards
demonstrators was begun.
A constitutional referendum was held in
March, in which 77.27 per cent of voters
agreed to constitutional changes that in-
cluded limiting the presidential term to
four years and a two-term limit. SCAF an-
nounced that Mubarak and his family had
been placed under house arrest. Essam
Abdel-Aziz Sharaf became prime minister.
The former ruling-NDP was dissolved in
April and its assets, including its head-
quarters and other buildings, were seized
and handed over to the government trea-
sury. The prosecutor general ordered the
arrest of Mubarak and his sons, Alaa and
Gamal, on charges of corruption.
In April the Muslim Brotherhood an-
nounced it was setting up a new political
party, the Hizb al Hurriya wa al’Adala
(Freedom and Justice Party) (FJP). It said it
would be a civil, not a theocratic, group
and would contest up to half the seats in
the September election. It was officially re-
cognised as a political party in June.
Nabil al Arabi became secretary general
of the Arab League.
In May the Egyptian government relaxed
restrictions at the Rafah border crossing
into Gaza, allowing women, children and
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men over 40 to pass freely. Men aged be-
tween 18 and 40 will still require a per-
mit, and trade is prohibited.
In July, thousands of protestors gathered
in Tahrir Square, Suez and Alexandria, as
part of the ‘Friday of Determination’ de-
manding immediate reforms and a
quicker prosecution of former government
officials. Prime Minister Essam Sharaf re-
shuffled his cabinet in mid-July, after pro-
testers complained about the slow rate of
reform. Too many of the ministers, espe-
cially foreign minister Mohamed Orabi,
were said to have been close to former
President Mubarak, resulting in Orabi’s
resignation. The news agency Mena
stated that Hosni Mubarak was ‘de-
pressed and refusing food’ in hospital. In
August Mubarak was put on trial for cor-
ruption and complicity in the deaths of
protestors, during the Arab Spring upris-
ing. The judge at Mubarak’s trial an-
nounced that it would be merged with that
of former interior minister, Habib al Adly,
who was also accused of ordering the kill-
ing of protesters. The trial was adjourned
until September and the live televising of
the trial was halted.
In September the Israeli embassy was at-
tacked by demonstrators in Cairo.
Changes to the issuance of visas were an-
nounced it September, including halting
the facility whereby US and many Euro-
pean citizens could obtain a visa on ar-
rival. The move was expected to have an
adverse effect on tourism, although the
government denied this.
An amendment to the election law was
granted by the Supreme Council of the
Armed Forces, in October to allow
one-third of parliamentary seats that had
been set aside for political parties to be
contested by independent candidates.
There were clashes between Copts and
security forces in October. The clashes led
to the resignation of finance minister,
Hazem el Beblawi, who objected to the
way the government handled the protest.
In November, a government-sponsored
set of guidelines for drafting the constitu-
tion were published and caused contro-
versy with plans to exempt the military and
its budget from civilian scrutiny and by
giving the military a veto over legislation
dealing with its affairs, as well as limiting
the power of parliament to select a panel
to write the constitution. In November, the
Higher Administrative Court ruled that for-
mer members of the NDP (former-presi-
dent Mubarak’s political party) were
allowed to stand for parliament as inde-
pendent candidates. Prime Minister Sharaf
and his government resigned on 21 No-
vember, following three days of violence
as demonstrators again occupied Tahrir
Square in Cairo, protesting at the mili-
tary’s entrenchment of its power in the

political life of Egypt. By 22 November,
26 people had been killed and many
more maimed and wounded; Field Mar-
shal Tantawi declared that scheduled par-
liamentary elections would take place and
presidential elections would be held in
July 2012 (brought forward from
late-2012 or 2013). However, protestors
continued to call for the military rulers to
step aside. There were protests and inju-
ries in other cities as well. On 24 Novem-
ber, the ruling (SCAF appointed Kamal
Ganzouri as prime minister.
Parliamentary elections for the lower
chamber began on 28 November, and
were held in three rounds (the second on
5/6 December and the third on 14/15
December) to allow judicial supervision of
each round. Over 40 political parties
fielded a combined total of around 6,000
candidates to contest the 498-seat lower
house, of which two-thirds will be chosen
by proportional representation using party
lists; the remaining one-third are open to
all who are nominated regardless of affili-
ations – of these half must be ‘profes-
sional’ and the other half ‘workers’ or
‘farmers’.
2012 The final results of three rounds of
elections were posted on 13 January. The
combined results were: Democratic Alli-
ance for Egypt (DAE) (a coalition of five
political parties, led by the FJP, plus inde-
pendents) (Islamic, Muslim Brotherhood)
won 127 seats by proportional represen-
tation (PR) and 108 seats by
first-past-the-post (FPTP) for a total of 235
seats; the Islamic Bloc (a coalition of three
political parties, led by the Al Nour Party)
96 PR, 27 FPTP, total 123 seats; New
Wafd Party 36 PR, two FPTP, total 38
seats; Egyptian Bloc (a coalition of three
political parties, led by the Social Demo-
cratic Party), 33 PR, one FPTP, total 34
seats; Al Wasat Party 10 PR, total 10
seats; Reform and Development Party
eight PR, one FPTP, total nine seats; the
Revolution Continues Alliance (a coalition
of five political parties, led by the Socialist
Popular Alliance Party) seven PR, two
FPTP, total nine seats; eight other political
parties and 21 independent candidates
won the remaining 40 seats. Although the
DAE will have overall legislative powers
the military council retains presidential
powers until a new president is elected
later in the year.
The rules of the first post-Mubarak presi-
dential elections were announced on 31
January. All candidates must be born
Egyptian to Egyptian parents, not be of
dual nationality nor married to a for-
eigner. All candidates must be endorsed
by at least 30 members of parliament or
30,000 eligible voters.
The new parliament was sworn in on 23
January. In an interview on 19 February,

the electoral commissioner declined to set
a date for presidential elections, which
were expected for June. Instead he ex-
pressed a hope that the organisational
process necessary before the elections
take place could be completed by May.
The delay was due to problems of organ-
ising the expatriate vote and the foreign
minister had asked for more time.
On 1 March, the presidential election was
announced for 23–24 May; a runoff was
scheduled for 16–17 June if necessary.
Coptic Pope Shenouda III died on 17
March at the age of 88.
On 24 March, the liberal block of mem-
bers of parliament (MPs) walked out dur-
ing a vote to elect members of a panel
that will draft a new constitution, due to
what they said were Islamists trying to mo-
nopolise the process. One of the first top-
ics to be discussed for the new
constitution will be how heavily it would
be based on sharia (Islamic law).
On 29 March, senior members of the
Sunni Islamic faith withdrew from the talks
for the draft constitution saying it was un-
der-represented in the constitutional as-
sembly. This was followed by the Coptic
Orthodox (Christian) Church on 2 April,
which announced that it was withdrawing
from the talks saying its participation was
‘pointless’ as the process was dominated
by Islamists.
The SCAF expunged two court convictions
against the new presidential candidate of
the Muslim Brotherhood, Khairat al
Shater. He had been convicted by the mil-
itary in 1995 of reviving the Muslim Broth-
erhood (then a banned political party)
and in 2007 of supplying weapons and
giving training to university students.
On 10 April the Administrative Court in
Cairo suspended the constitutional assem-
bly (formed to draft the new constitution),
saying the legitimacy of parliament to se-
lect members of the assembly and allo-
cate 50 seats (out of 100) to sitting MPs
did not reflect the diversity of Egyptian so-
ciety. The choices were repeating the poor
representation of women, minority com-
munities and young people. Nobel peace
prize winner and former Director General
of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), Mohamed El Baradei, launched a
new political party on 28 April, called the
Constitution Party. The launch came too
late to field a candidate in the presidential
election.
In the first round of the presidential elec-
tion, held on 23–24 May, 13 candidates
took part. Mohamed Morsi (FJP, (Muslim
Brotherhood)) won 24.78 per cent of the
vote, Ahmed Shafiq (independent but al-
lied to military government of Mubarak)
23.66 per cent and Hamdeen Sabahi (in-
dependent) 20.72 per cent. On 1 June,
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the 31-year state of emergency (SoE) was
lifted.
On 2 June Hosni Mubarak was sentenced
to life imprisonment, along with former in-
terior minister, Habib al Adly, for complic-
ity in the killings of protestors in Tahrir
Square in early 2011. Four other high
ranking officials were acquitted;
Mubarak’s sons were also acquitted of
corruption. Following the announcement
crowds gathered in Tahrir Square protest-
ing that the sentences were either too le-
nient or improper.
On 8 June, an agreement was reached
between 22 political parties and the head
of SCAF on selection of the 100-member
constitutional assembly. On 14 June, the
justice minister granted military police and
intelligence officers the right to investigate
and arrest civilians for offences related to
national security and public order. The
authorisation caused disquiet among civil
liberty groups that warned that the move
reintroduced powers cancelled when the
SoE ended.
On 14 June the Supreme Court over-
turned the results of the December 2011
parliamentary elections saying the results
were unconstitutional and ordered fresh
elections; the decision effectively returned
power to the SCAF. The biggest winners
of the last elections, the FJP, warned that
fragile democratic gains were under
threat and Egypt was on course for ‘very
difficult days that might be more danger-
ous than the last days of Mubarak’s rule’.
It also said that all ‘democratic gains
could be overturned with the handing of
power to one of the symbols of the pervi-
ous era.’ FJP presidential candidate Mo-
hammed Morsi accepted but was
dissatisfied with the court ruling.
The presidential election run-off was held
on 16–17 June. On 18 June, the SCAF
granted itself extensive powers, including
near total autonomy in military matters
and the ability to exercise a veto over the
drafting of the new constitution. On 19
June Hosni Mubarak was taken to hospi-
tal following a stroke and remained in a
‘critical’ condition for several days. The
result of the runoff president elections was
due to be announced on 21 June, how-
ever on 20 June the electoral commission
said it was delaying the announcement
because it needed more time to consider
complaints made by the candidates. Both
candidates by this time had claimed vic-
tory and the delay caused tension within
their respective supporter groups. On 24
June, the election commission announced
that Mohammed Morsi had won the run-
off and he was inaugurated as president
on 30 June.
On 9 July President Morsi ordered parlia-
ment to reconvene until new elections
could be held. The edict countermanded

the dissolution ordered by the SCAF,
which held emergency talks to formulate a
response. On 10 July the Supreme Con-
stitutional Court overturned President
Morsi’s decree to reopen parliament,
leading to the gathering of thousands of
protestors in Tahrir Square.
On 16 July former president Mubarak
was ordered to return to prison, having
survived his medical emergency. On 24
July, President Morsi appointed an inde-
pendent politician, Hesham Qandil as
prime minister (he took office on 2 Au-
gust). On 12 August, President Morsi or-
dered Field Marshall Tantawi and the
military Chief of Staff, Sami Annan, to re-
tire ‘for the benefit of this nation’. Presi-
dent Morsi also said that the constitutional
declaration aimed at curbing presidential
powers, introduced in June by SCAF had
been cancelled. On 7 August, 16 soldiers
were killed in Sinai, close to the border
with Gaza, which resulted in a military op-
eration to counter ‘criminal elements’ in
September; 32 ‘non-Egyptians’ were killed
and 38 arrested. On 23 October, the
Cairo Administrative Court requested the
Supreme Court to make a ruling on the
constitutionality of allowing the MPs to de-
cide who was chosen to draw up the new
constitution. On 4 November, Bishop
Tawadros was chosen in a ceremony to
become Pope Theodoros II of Alexandria,
leader of the Coptic Church; he took of-
fice on 18 November. On 22 November,
President Morsi assumed extensive powers
banning any challenges to his presidential
decrees, laws and decisions, including a
bar on legal rulings that might dissolve
parliament and the constitutional assem-
bly. The president also sacked the chief
prosecutor and ordered retrials of top offi-
cials under former president Mubarak
who were alleged to have ordered the at-
tack on protestors during the 2011 politi-
cal demonstrations. On 3 December
senior judiciary announced that they
would refuse to oversee the referendum
on the new constitution, due to be held on
15 December.
2013 Mubarak appealed his sentence,
citing ‘procedural failings’, and a retrial
was ordered. Mubarak’s retrial began on
13 April but Judge Mustafa Hassan
Abdullah immediately withdrew citing ‘un-
ease’ over reviewing the case. A court
ruled on 15 April that he could nolonger
be held on charges related to the killing
of protesters, although corruption charges
remained. On 17 April he was ordered
back to prison from military hospital. The
retrial began on 11 May, presided over by
Judge Mahmud al-Rashidi.
President Morsi gave a long (two hours)
speech on 26 June, marking his first year
in office, in which he acknowledged mak-
ing ‘mistakes’ and offering opponents a

say in amending the new constitution.
There were demonstrations by opponents
of Mr Morsi. On 1 July the army warned
that unless the two sides could settle their
disagreements by 3 July the army would
intervene, although what they actually
meant by this was unclear. On 3 July
President Morsi was put under house ar-
rest and the head of Egypt’s constitutional
court, Adli Mansour, was sworn in as
head of state on 4 July. Protesters for and
against Mr Morsi gathered in Tahrir
Square (against) and around the Rabaa
al-Adawiya mosque (for). On 8 July at
least 51 people – mostly pro-Morsi sup-
porters from the Muslim Brotherhood –
were killed by the army outside the Presi-
dential Guard headquarters where Mr
Morsi was believed to be held. Mr
Mansour put forward a proposal for a
timetable for a panel to be formed within
15 days to review the constitution with
amendments to be finalised and put to a
referendum in four months; parliamentary
elections would be held by early 2014
with a presidential election to be called
once the new parliament convenes. The
proposal was rejected by the Muslim
Brotherhood as talks of any sort became
more and more difficult. The Salafist Nour
party, the second largest Islamist force,
pulled out of negotiations over a new
caretaker prime minister and cabinet.
Rumours started that pro-reform leader
Mohamed El Baradei would be appointed
as interim prime minister after he had met
with Mr Mansour. However on 8 July Mr
Mansour named ex-finance minister
Hazem el Beblawi as prime minister and
el Baradei as vice president. Talks on
forming a cabinet began on 10 July. Mr
Beblawi said that he would offer positions
to Brotherhood’s FJP and the ultraconser-
vative Salafist Nour party, even though
both had refused to take part in the talks.
On 9 July Saudia Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates announced aid packages
for Egypt – US$8 billion and US$3 billion
respectively. The aid will be a mix of cash,
central bank deposits and oil products.
An interim government was sworn in on
16 July. Army chief General Abdel Fattah
al Sisi, who led the ousting of Morsi, be-
came deputy prime minister. The US an-
nounced on 24 July that they would be
delaying the delivery of four F-16 fighter
jets. Riots and demonstrations in Cairo
and Alexandria by groups both for and
against deposed president Morsi lead to a
number of deaths in late July. The Muslim
Brotherhood accused the army of opening
fire on them. EU foreign policy chief, Bar-
oness Catherine Ashton, had two hours of
‘in-depth’ discussions with Mr Morsi on
29 July. Although she was taken to see
him, reportedly by helicoptor, she says she
does not know where he is being held.
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She said he was well and able to follow
developments through television and
newspapersin early August US senators
John McCain and Lindsey Graham joined
top diplomats in Cairo to help find a
peaceful solution to Egypt’s political stale-
mate. On 7 August the interim govern-
ment said foreign mediation had failed.
The US and the EU called on all sides to
end ‘a dangerous stalemate’. The
army-backed government was reported as
saying it will break up sit-ins in Cairo be-
ing held by supporters of ousted President
Morsi. Although the government said they
would be dispersing the two sit-ins sup-
porting Mr Morsi, on 12 August they
postponed their plans. In the early hours
of 14 August armoured troops moved on
the demonstrators’s camps. Initial reports
were of hundreds killed. A state of emer-
gency was declared on 15 August and
Mohamed El Baradei resigned as vice
president. There was widespread interna-
tional condemnation. The US still re-
frained from calling the army take over
(on 3 July) as a ‘coup’ since under US law
this would mean withdrawing all aid
(US$1.15 billion), nearly all in the form of
military aid. The number of persons killed
was finally recorded as 638 and those in-
jured over 3,500. On 16 August the Mus-
lim Brotherhood called for a ‘day of
anger’ protest in Ramses Square. Over
170 were said to have died. On 17 Au-
gust the army laid seige to al-Fath
mosque and eventually cleared away the
demonstrators. Reports circulated that in-
terim Prime Minister Beblawi had pro-
posed dissolving the Muslim Brotherhood.
Army chief, General Abdul Fattah al-Sisi,
said in a speech on 18 August that ‘We
will not stand idle in face of the destruc-
tion and torching of the country, the ter-
rorising of the people and the sending of
a wrong image to the Western media that
there is fighting in the streets’. In an ap-
parent move to address the adverse inter-
national reaction his comments followed
those of a presidential advisor who ac-
cused Western media of ignoring attacks
on police and the destruction of churches
blamed on Islamists. On 19 August it was
reported that 36 members of the Muslim
Brotherhood died while being transported
to prison. Muslim Brotherhood leader,
Mohammed Badie, was arrested on 18
August; his deputy, Mahmoud Ezzat, tem-
porarily replaced his as ‘general guide’.
Hosni Mubarak was released from the
Tora jail on 22 August, ostensibly be-
cause he had served the maximum
amount of pre-trial detention. Initially
taken to a military hospital, he will remain
under house arrest until he can be tried
on charges of corruption and being in-
volved in the killing of demonstrators dur-
ing the 2011 protests. The interim

government relaxed the curfew on 25
August. Mr Mubarak and his two sons ap-
peared in court on 25 August. On 1 Sep-
tember the state prosecutor referred
ex-president Morsi for trial on charges of
inciting the murder of protesters. Four TV
stations, including Ahrar 25 (run by the
Muslim Brotherhood) and Al Jazeera,
were ordered to close by the government
on 3 September. This follows a crackdown
on media said to be in support of Mr
Morsi. Supporters of Mr Morsi were con-
victed of attacking the army and given
long prison sentences by a military court
on 3 September. The government denied
on 6 September reports in the media that
the Muslim Brotherhood would be
banned. The state of emergency was ex-
tended by another two months on 23 Sep-
tember. A media black out was imposed
by Judge Mahmoud el Rachidi for the
Mubarek re-trial sessions to be held on
19–21 October. The Cairo Court for Ur-
gent Matters ruled on 23 September that
all Muslim Brotherhood activities should
be banned. The ruling included the
Islamist movement, its non-governmental
organisation and any affiliated groups.
The Court also ordered the seizure of all
Brotherhood funds. On 7 October the US
announced it was suspending the delivery
of large-scale military systems and with-
holding cash support. The trial of Mr
Morsi was set to begin on 4 November.
The charges are of inciting murder and vi-
olence. The trial of Muslim Brotherhood
leader Mohammed Badie and his two
aides was halted on 29 October after the
three presiding judges retired for ‘reasons
of conscience’.

Political structure
Constitution
Under the 1971 constitution, amended in
1980, Egypt is an Arab Republic with a
democratic socialist system. The constitu-
tion states that there should be no dis-
crimination on the grounds of race or
religion. The country is divided into 26
governorates, with governors appointed
by the president. There is universal suf-
frage with a voting age of 18.
On 20 March 2011, in a constitutional
referendum, 77.27 per cent of voters
agreed to constitutional changes that in-
cluded limiting the presidential term to
four years and to a two-term limit. Other
changes included the appointment, by the
president, of a vice president within 60
days of taking office; the power of the
president to declare a state of emergency
to be circumscribed by a parliamentary
majority; presidential candidates to be
aged over 40 years and not of dual-na-
tionality, nor married to a non-Egyptian;
the judiciary to be responsible for moni-
toring the electoral process; the Supreme

Court to have the power to adjudicate
electoral challenges and disputes; civil-
ians to no-longer be tried by military
courts and the newly elected parliament
must write a new constitution within 60
day of its election in 2011.
Independence date
1922 (Britain supervised until 1946)
Form of state
Democratic socialist republic
The executive
Executive power rests with the president,
who is elected by universal suffrage for a
six-year term (and may be re-elected),
having been nominated by at least
one-third of the People’s Assembly and
approved by at least two-thirds. The presi-
dent may choose one or more vice presi-
dents, and appoints, and may dismiss, the
prime minister and cabinet.
The president may take emergency mea-
sures, but these must be approved by a
referendum within 60 days; he may also
dissolve the People’s Assembly (the legis-
lative body) prematurely, but a referen-
dum and elections must be held within 60
days.
The president is supreme commander of
the armed forces and head of the police.
National legislature
The bicameral parliament consists of the
Majlis al Shaab (People’s Assembly, lower
house), with 454 members directly elected
by universal suffrage and 10 members
appointed by the president. All members
serve for a five-year term. The Majlis al
Shura (Advisory Council, upper house)
has 264 members of which 174 are di-
rectly elected and the remainder ap-
pointed by the president, to serve for
six-year terms. Every three years elections
for an alternate half the membership takes
place. Legislative powers of the Advisory
Council are limited; the People’s Assem-
bly has ultimate power.
Legal system
The legal system is based on the constitu-
tion of 1971. Officially, Egyptian law is
based on Sharia (Islamic law), although in
practice it is based on English common
law and the French Napoleonic code.
Christians and Jews are subject to their
own jurisprudence in personal status af-
fairs. The Court of Cassation, consisting
of five judges, is the highest court of ap-
peal. Courts of appeal (three judges) sit in
Cairo and four other cities. Assize courts
(three judges) deal with serious crimes.
Central tribunals (three judges) handle or-
dinary civil and commercial cases. Sum-
mary tribunals (one judge) deal with both
civil and criminal cases and have the
power to impose fines and decree
three-year prison terms.
Last elections
28–29 November, 5–6 and 14–15 De-
cember 2011 (parliamentary (lower
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house)); 23–24 May and 16–17 June
2012 (presidential, first round and runoff)
Results: Parliamentary (combined total af-
ter three rounds): Democratic Alliance for
Egypt (a coalition of seven political par-
ties, led by the Freedom and Justice Party
(Islamic, Muslim Brotherhood) plus inde-
pendents) won 127 seats by proportional
representation (PR) and 108 seats by
first-past-the-post (FPTP) for a total of 235
seats (out of 498); the Islamic Bloc (a co-
alition of three political parties, led by the
Al Nour Party) 96 PR, 27 FPTP, total 123
seats; New Wafd Party 36 PR, two FPTP,
total 38 seats; Egyptian Bloc (a coalition
of three political parties, led by the Social
Democratic Party) 33 PR, one FPTP, total
34 seats; Al Wasat Party 10 PR, total 10
seats; Reform and Development Party
eight PR, one FPTP, total nine seats; The
Revolution Continues Alliance (a coalition
of five political parties, led by the Socialist
Popular Alliance Party) seven PR, total
seven seats; eight other political parties
and 21 independent candidates won the
remaining 40 seats. 10 seats are reserved
for executive appointees, typically from
the military.
Presidential (first round): Mohamed Mursi
(Hizb al Hurriya wa al’Adala (Freedom
and Justice Party) (FJP) (Muslim Brother-
hood)) won 24.78 per cent of the vote,
Ahmed Shafiq (independent but allied to
the previous military government of
Mubarak) 23.66 per cent and Hamdeen
Sabahi (independent) 20.72 per cent,
Abdel Moneim Aboul Fotouh (independ-
ent) 17.47 per cent, Amr Moussa (inde-
pendent) 11.13 per cent; eight other
candidates each won less than 1.1 per
cent of the vote. Turnout was 46.42 per
cent. Runoff: Mursi won 51.7 per cent of
the vote, Shafiq 48.3 per cent; turnout
was 51.6 per cent.
Next elections
To be announced following introduction of
the new constitution.
–17 (parliamentary, lower house); 2017
(presidential)

Political parties
Ruling party
No ruling party as such
Main opposition party
While the Islamic Bloc (a coalition of three
political parties, led by the Al Nour Party)
won the second largest number of seats in
parliament it is ideologically closer to the
ruling Islamic Brotherhood coalition,
whereas the Egyptian Bloc (a coalition of
three political parties, led by the Social
Democratic Party) are more opposed to
both parties’ political position.

Population
82.50 million (2012)*
The birth rate is projected to fall by 0.2
per cent per annum in the period

1997–2010, while the population aged
over 15 years will grow by 2.5 per cent
per annum. Approximately 37 per cent of
the population is under 14 years.
An estimated 99 per cent of the total pop-
ulation is based on or around the river
Nile.
Last census: 11 November 2006:
72,798,013
Population density: 63 inhabitants per
square km. Urban population 43 per cent
(2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: 1.4 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Ethnic make-up
Eastern Hamitic (99 per cent); the remain-
ing 1 per cent comprises minorities in-
cluding Armenian, Italian and Greek.
Religions
Muslim (mostly Sunni, but including be-
tween six and seven million Sufis) (92 per
cent); Coptic Christian and others (8 per
cent).

Education
Primary education is compulsory and free;
followed by three years of intermediate
school and two years of secondary school,
which are also free, but not compulsory.
University graduates have long been
guaranteed employment by the state, and
this has contributed to the growth of a
bloated and overstaffed state bureau-
cracy. The desire by graduates for of-
fice-based professional employment has
led to a shortage of skilled technical la-
bour. The government is encouraging
more students to go into technical
education.
Literacy rate: 56 per cent adult rate; 73
per cent youth rate (15–24) (Unesco
2005).
Compulsory years: 6 to 12
Enrolment rate: 101 per cent, total pri-
mary school enrolment of the relevant age
group (including repetition rates); 78 per
cent, total enrolment of the relevant age
group, in intermediate and secondary
schools, (World Bank).
Pupils per teacher: 23 in primary
schools

Health
Healthcare in the private sector has be-
come increasingly popular in recent years,
especially in Cairo, with the construction
of a number of private hospitals that pro-
vide an alternative to the severely
over-stretched public health service. How-
ever the general decline in living stan-
dards has placed many private sector
healthcare institutions in financial
difficulties.
Family planning is widely available and
officially encouraged, although many reli-
gious leaders continue to preach that it is
against Islam. The population continues
to grow and the government expects it to

double to 110 million over the next 30
years, even if the target of halving the av-
erage family size is achieved.
Improved water sources and sanitation fa-
cilities are available to 95 per cent and
94 per cent of the population,
respectively.
HIV/Aids
HIV prevalence: 0.1 per cent aged
15–49 in 2003 (World Bank)
Life expectancy: 68 years, 2004 (WHO
2006)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
2.7 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef); ma-
ternal mortality 170 per 100,000 live
births (World Bank).
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 21 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012); 4 per cent of children aged
under five were malnourished (World
Bank).
Head of population per physician:
0.54 physicians per 1,000 people, 2003
(WHO 2006)

Welfare
Social security provisions include sickness
benefits, pensions, health insurance, train-
ing and subsidies on basic goods, includ-
ing pharmaceuticals. The government
places particular stress on the improve-
ment of rural living standards and has es-
tablished rural social units to provide
health, education and agricultural ser-
vices. Social services include care for
mothers and children, the aged, the
handicapped and prisoners, family plan-
ning, cultural education and literacy
courses. The government, employers and
employees contribute to a national insur-
ance scheme that covers pensions and
sickness benefit. A social development
fund provides retraining, unemployment
insurance and assistance to people who
lose their jobs as a result of reforms and
the privatisation of public enterprises.

Main cities
Cairo (capital, estimated population 8.3
million (m) in 2012); Greater Cairo,
10.6m, is the largest city in Africa. Other
cities include Alexandria (4.5m), Giza
(6.6m), Shubra al Khaymah (1.1m), Port
Said (625,958), Suez (565,716), Luxor
(506,588), El Mansura (495,630), El
Mahalla el Kubra (465,278), Tanta
(445,560).

Languages spoken
French and English are widely spoken, es-
pecially in business circles.
Official language/s
Arabic

Media
Egypt is the centre for pan-Arab electronic
broadcasting having been the first with its
own satellite (Nilesat 101)
(www.nilesat.com.eg), it has the largest
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production facilities for Arabic films and
TV shows and is the most influential news
broadcasting and publishing centre in the
Middle East.
While libelling the president, state institu-
tion and foreign heads of state may carry
a penality of imprisonment, criticism of the
regime in unexceptional.
On 23 August 2012, President Mursi
banned pre-trail detention of journalists.
Press
Dailies: In Arabic, Al Ahram
(www.ahram.org.eg) the oldest Arabic
newspaper anywhere and the govern-
ment-owned Al Jumhuriyah
(www.algomhuria.net.eg), and the
semi-state owned Al Akhbar
(www.elakhbar.org.eg). Party political
newspapers include and Al Messa
(www.almessa.net.eg), Almasry Alyoum
(www.almasry-alyoum.com), and Al Ahali
(www.al-ahaly.com). Other private news-
papers include Al Wafd (www.alwafd.org),
El Akhbar (www.elakhbar.org.eg) and El
Fagr (www.elfagr.org).
In English, the state-owned The Egyptian
Gazette (www.algomhuria.net.eg/gazette)
and Daily News Egypt
(www.dailystaregypt.com).
In French, in government-owned Al-Ahram
Hebdo (http://hebdo.ahram.org.eg) and
Le Progrès Egyptien (www.progres.net.eg).
Weeklies: Some daily newspapers have
weekend editions. In Arabic, the political
magazine Al Watan al Arabi
(www.alwatanalarabi.alqanat.com) covers
regional news, Akidaty for general interest
and Horreyati (www.horreyati.net.eg) for
entertainment. Women’s magazines in-
clude Nisf el Dunia with social and
women’s issues, Hawwa covers home and
family issues and Kolenas is distributed
internationally.
In English, the Middle East Times
(www.metimes.com) provides general in-
terest and commercial and financial news,
Watani (www.wataninet.com), and
Al-Ahram (http://weekly.ahram.org.eg).
Business: Most daily newspapers have
sections on business matters. The only
dedicated newspaper is the Business To-
day Egypt (www.businesstodayegypt.com),
in English, which has a section called In
the Black specifically covering commercial
and corporate news.
In Arabic the weekly Al Ahram Iktisadi cov-
ers analysis of Egyptian business.
Periodicals: Monthly publications in
Arabic includes the influential Sabah el
Kheir (www.rosaonline.net/sabah) which
covers general interest features. The quar-
terly Al Siassa al Dawlya covers domestin
and international politics.
IBA Media is Egypt’s leading English-lan-
guage publisher with Egypt Today
(www.egypttoday.com), published six
times per year.

Broadcasting
The national, public broadcaster is the
Egypt Radio Television Union (ERTU)
(www.ertu.org).
Radio: ERTU provides cultural, news, en-
tertainment, youth and sports programmes
through a network of eight national radio
stations with two external services. Private,
commerical stations include El Gouna Ra-
dio (www.romolo.com) and Nile FM
(http://nilefmonline.com), both playing
western music.
Television: ERTU operates two national
and local channels. There are numerous
satellite TV stations available, led by the
ERTU Nile Channel,
(www.nilesat.com.eg), Dream TV and Al
Mihwar (www.elmehwar.tv) are privately
owned.
Egyptian broadcasters transmit over 80
channels throughout the Middle East and
the Mediterranean region.
National news agency: MENA (Middle
East News Agency)

Economy
Despite natural resources of petroleum,
natural gas, phosphates, gold and iron
ore, plus agricultural produce of wheat
and cotton, and a major tourist industry,
manufacturing in pharmaceuticals, vehi-
cles and parts, the economy could only
provide a per capita income of just
US$2,808 in 2010. Egypt is Africa’s sec-
ond most populous country (after Nige-
ria), with over 75 million citizens, and
Cairo is the continent’s largest city. In
2011, the UN Human Development Index
(HDI) ranked Egypt 113 (out of 187) for
national development in health, education
and income. Since mid-1990s, Egypt’s
progress has grown to match other Arab
states in the region. Even so in 2010,
40.7 per cent of the population experi-
enced at least one indicator of poverty,
while 2 per cent lived on less than the
equivalent of US$1.25 per day; the
headcount poverty rate was 6 per cent of
the population (2000–10).
GDP growth in 2008 was 7.2 per cent.
The global economic crisis had little effect
on the Egyptian economy, as its banking
sector is not heavily integrated into world
financial markets, and there is relatively
low private credit. Banking regulations
over 2004–07 increased bank asset re-
quirements, which proved to be a major
buffer to the weakness suffered by foreign
banks in Western markets. In fact at no
time did the economy slip into recession
and the 4.7 per cent growth in 2009 grew
to 5.1 per cent in 2010. The crisis that
toppled the regime of Hosni Mubarak in
2011 was estimated to have cost the
country over US$301 million per day.
Economic growth was also affected as the
tourist industry was immediately disrupted,

followed by investment and trade. The po-
litical turmoil resulted in an estimated fall
in growth rate to 1.8 per cent. Inflation,
which has been a long-term problem with
an annual average of 11 per cent,
peaked at 16.2 per cent in 2009.
Trade between Egypt and the US in-
creased year-on-year by 22.2 per cent in
the first quarter of 2010, reaching
US$2.24 billion, up from US$1.82 billion
in 2009, and largely due to the overall
competitiveness of Egyptian products and
the fall in the Egyptian pound against the
US dollar.
The economy is also sustained by Suez
Canal tolls and remittances from expatri-
ate workers. However, both recorded de-
clines as global trade slowed and
employment became scarce in 2008.
Suez Canal tolls fell from a high of
US$5.2 billion in 2007/08 to US$4.7 bil-
lion in 2008/09; short term projections
do not indicate a return to revenue of
over US$5 billion before 20011/12. Re-
mittances averaged US$7.2 billion over
2006–09, surging to US$12.5 billion in
2010 – which the World Bank speculated
could have been sparked by falling do-
mestic house prices which encouraged ex-
patriate Egyptian to invest in their home
country. Remittances were estimated to
have grown to US$14.2 billion in 2011.
The industrial sector constituted 48.5 per
cent of GDP in 2010, of which manufac-
turing accounted for 15.8 per cent. The
service sector remained dominant at 48.5
per cent and agriculture registered 14 per
cent of GDP.
The hydrocarbon sector is the mainstay of
the economy. Oil exports in 2007/08
were US$11.2 billion due to a record
high in world prices, but have since fallen
to between US$7.9–8.8 billion. Natural
gas exports have remained constant at
between US$3–4 billion.
Agriculture is largely in private hands, al-
though certain commodities deemed stra-
tegic to the economy such as cotton,
sugar and rice, are still regulated by the
government.
Textile and garment manufacturing is a
major sector in the economy, not only as
a large employer but also as an earner of
foreign exchange. Around 25 per cent of
non-hydrocarbon exports are made up of
finished clothes and fabrics. Egypt has the
continent’s largest garment industry.
The Islamic Development Bank (IDB) and
the World Bank announced in 2010, that
they were setting up a regional initiative of
up to US$1 billion to help close the infra-
structure gap in the Middle East and
North Africa (Mena) and help boost eco-
nomic growth. The World Bank consid-
ered that the Mena region required
US$75–100 billion per year to sustain the
growth of recent years and boost
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economic competitiveness. However pri-
vate sector investment is limited and the
new initiative should address the shortfall
in investment, through Sharia-compliant
and conventional investment. The initia-
tive should benefit Egypt, Morocco, Jor-
dan and Tunisia in particular.
On 12 May 2011, the Egyptian govern-
ment officially requested a loan of US$2
billion from the IMF to underwrite its
2010/11budget deficit, which was ex-
pected to reach 9–10 per cent. It was pre-
dicted that Egypt would need an extra
US$10 billion in 2011/12. Egypt had al-
ready agreed loans with the African De-
velopment Bank (ADB) and the World
Bank.
On 23 August Egypt applied to the IMF
for a US$4.8 billion loan at the same time
as Qatar paid US$500 million in financial
support to Egypt, the first instalment of
US$2 billion, with payment in full in Sep-
tember. Central bank reserves had fallen
from US$36 billion at the end of 2010 to
US$14.6 billion in August 2012 and there
was a risk that Egypt could not maintain
imports of basic commodities (such as
wheat and fuel) and could default on its
international loans. The IMF stated that
Egypt needed a reform programme to
deal with its economic crisis.
On 14 November 2012, the EU ap-
proved a US$6.4 billion financial support
package for Egypt. The package includes
investment and loans agreements.

External trade
Egypt, as a member of the Common Mar-
ket for Eastern and Southern Africa
(Comesa), operates within a free trade
zone (FTZ) with 13 of the 19 member
states. It also signed the Agadir Agree-
ment which proposes to set up a FTZ be-
tween Egypt, Jordan, Tunisia and
Morocco. In 2005 the Greater Arab Free
Trade Area (Gafta) was ratified by 17
members, including Egypt, creating an
Arab economic bloc. A customs union
was established whereby tariffs within
Gafta are reduced by one per cent each
year, until none remain. It is also a signa-
tory of the Euro-Mediterranean Partner-
ship agreement, which provides for the
introduction of free trade between the EU
and 10 Mediterranean countries by 2012.
Imports
Principal imports are machinery and
equipment, foodstuffs, chemicals, wood
products and fuels.
Main sources: China (9.4 per cent of to-
tal in 2012), US (7.6 per cent), Germany
(6.7 per cent).
Exports
Principal exports are crude oil and petro-
leum products, cotton, textiles, metal
products and chemicals. Other exports

include refined sugar cane, raw cotton,
potatoes, rice and oranges.
Main destinations: Italy (7.9 per cent of
total in 2012), India (6.9 per cent), US
(6.9 per cent).

Agriculture
Total agricultural land is 99.5 million
hectares and the agriculture sector em-
ploys around 28 per cent of the
workforce. Its importance is declining in
relation both to industry and to population
growth.
Irrigation is supplied by the River Nile and
the government is looking at ways to im-
prove the efficiency of water use through
the construction of lined canals and pipes.
Problems surrounding the ecological ef-
fects of the Aswan High Dam persist.
Fertile land is found in the Nile Valley and
Delta – the cultivable area accounts for
only 2.4 per cent of the total land area at
around 3.1 million hectares.
The construction of the Aswan High Dam
in the 1970s initially improved crop yields
by providing a constant source of water
for irrigation. However, the dam had a
damaging long-term effect on agriculture.
It has permanently raised the water table,
causing serious drainage problems and
high salinity as well as depriving the Nile
valley of annual silt, a natural fertiliser,
previously brought down by the river dur-
ing the flood season. The silt has had to
be replaced by costly chemical fertilisers.
Virtually all water in Egypt comes from the
River Nile, from which Egypt is allowed to
take 55.5 billion cubic metres of water a
year, under its agreement with nine other
Nile basin countries. This imposes strict
limitations on the expansion of
agriculture.
A number of major irrigation schemes are
under way. These are along the coast
north-west of Alexandria, the Nile border
with Sudan, East Oweinat in the desert
and the largest project of them all, the
Southern Valley Scheme. The cost of the
Southern Valley Scheme is projected to
reach US$85 billion by 2017. Saudi in-
vestment will build the largest farm in the
world (six times bigger than Singapore)
which will reach full production in 2010
and will employ 25,000 people perma-
nently, as well as additional seasonal
labour.
Agricultural production in Egypt is highly
labour-intensive. Output suffers from crop
infestation, price controls, fragmented
land tenure, increased soil salinity and
consumer preference for imported foods.
Major subsistence crops include maize,
sorghum, rice, wheat, beans and vegeta-
bles. Egypt’s wheat consumption far out-
strips local production, with Egyptian
wheat crops supplying just 40 per cent of
annual domestic demand. Some 65 per

cent of food requirements are imported,
making Egypt’s annual food import bill
around US$5.5 billion.
Cotton is a major export crop; however,
WTO agreements, which came into force
in 2005, removed tariffs and trade and
will put enormous pressure on the industry
as it attempts to compete with Asia that
has lower production costs and lower
prices. Egypt produces high-quality long
staple cotton that has been traditionally
exported to Europe, the US and Japan,
and it may have to lose many jobs as it
carves out a niche market in quality cot-
ton rather than competing for the mass
market.
There are active fishing industries in the
Mediterranean and the Red Sea, as well
as more limited freshwater fishing on the
Nile and Lake Nasser. Egypt typically pro-
duces over 300,000 tonnes of seafood
and 190,000 tonnes of freshwater fish per
annum. Virtually all of this is used for do-
mestic consumption. Eleven lakes used to
provide an annual 173,000 tonnes of fish
but this rate has declined in recent years
due to overfishing, lack of investment and
pollution.
Forests covers less than 1 per cent of
Egypt’s land area.

Industry and manufacturing
Industrial production, with a growth rate
estimated at 2.5 per cent in 2004, is an
important component of the economy,
providing 32.1 per cent of GDP, while
manufacturing provides 18.2 per cent.
However, individually they were both out-
performed by the total services industry
that provided 52.4 per cent of GDP in
2004, of which tourism represented the
lion’s share.
The government places emphasis on: in-
dustrial diversification and import substitu-
tion, the development of downstream
chemicals, and of heavy industry such as
the Helwan Iron and Steel Company, the
Nag Hammadi aluminium plant and El
Dikheila integrated steel works. Industry
and manufacturing has been dominated
by state-owned companies however there
is a renewed interest by the government to
sell off enterprises, including metallurgi-
cal, food, wood pulp, and chemical pro-
cessing, and various smelting works.
A number of cotton concerns are also on
the privatisation list, although these com-
panies are at risk, not from the shift in
economic rationalisation, by rather global
trading dynamics. World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO) rulings that came into practice
on 1 January 2005 removed all global
tariffs and subsidies on processed cotton.
Egypt, as a major manufacture of cotton
thread and cloths, could lose thousands
of jobs and millions of dollars in export
sales. However, a niche market is being
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formed, supplying cotton apparel to the
US under the Qualified Industrial Zones
(QIZ) protocol, whereby manufactured
goods from nominated QIZ, which must
contain 11.7 per cent Israeli input, will be
given free access to US markets.
The petrochemical sector is a leading
contributor to GDP and has a predicted 6
per cent annual growth.
Egypt has a growing automotive industry,
supplying both vehicles and components.
There are 18 vehicle manufacturers oper-
ating under joint trade agreements with
foreign companies. BMW invested US$35
million in a new factory, providing jobs for
500 workers, which opened in May 2004.
There are plans to invest a further US$25
million in more facilities. Nissan will open
a new assembly plant, geared to produce
3,800 cars a year, which is scheduled to
be operational by 2007.
With an estimated labour force of 20.7
million and around 2 million unemployed
in 2004, Egypt needs to find around
800,000 new jobs each year to sustain its
growth.

Tourism
Egypt has a wealth of archaeological and
historic sites, coastal resorts and is the
outlet for the longest river in Africa, the
Nile, which is a major waterway, offering
tourists cruise trips down to Aswan. It is
close enough to its target market of Eu-
rope to be recognisable and exotic
enough to provide interest for those look-
ing for more stimulation than a beach
holiday.
According to the World Travel and Tour-
ism Council (WTTC), tourism has pro-
vided steady income for Egypt, with tourist
numbers averaging 11 million visitors an-
nually. Tourism’s total contribution to the
economy was US$37.8 44 billion in
2010. Despite a fall in 2009 when the
global economic crisis cut the number of
visitors travelling worldwide, the tourist in-
dustry has been growing steadily each
year, providing around 15 per cent of all
employment in Egypt. Capital investment
in the sector fell in 2009 by -13.6 per
cent, rather than the previous average of
20 per cent growth per annum.
The tourist industry was badly affected by
the civil unrest of the Arab Spring at the
beginning of 2011. Foreign governments
initially advised their citizens not to visit
Egypt and both tour operators and indi-
viduals cancelled their bookings. How-
ever, as the political situation eased, the
sector returned to normal, following a
short burst of promotion.
Changes to the issuance of visas were an-
nounced it September, including halting
the facility whereby US and many Euro-
pean citizens could obtain a visa on ar-
rival. The move is expected to have an

adverse affect on tourism, although the
government denied this. By December
2011, annual hotel occupancy had fallen
by 15 per cent as the tourist sector be-
came the worst affected by the overthrow
of the Mubarak regime. Inbound tourist
numbers increased year-on-year by 19.3
per cent, with 845,642 visitors in May
2012.
After the halt of Nile cruises from Cairo to
Luxor in 1994, due to the risk of attacks
by Islamic militants, they resumed in Au-
gust 2012, with a promise by President
Mursi that the safety of all tourist would be
ensured.
In the first quarter of 2012, 2.5 million
tourists visited Egypt, a year-on-year in-
crease of 32 per cent on 2011, but still a
fall of 27.8 per cent on the same period
in 2010.

Mining
Government policy aims to encourage
foreign and local companies to explore
for and exploit raw materials. Agreements
have been reached for exploration and
production of sulphur, phosphate and
gold. The government is keen to extend
franchises for other minerals, especially ti-
tanium and silver. Among non-oil raw
materials, only iron ore, phosphate rock
and limestone is produced on a signifi-
cant scale. Other minerals produced in-
clude baryte, clay, feldspar, fluorspar,
gypsum, kaolin, quartz, salt, silica sand
and talc. Manganese and chrome depos-
its have also been exploited, while com-
mercial deposits of zinc, tin, lead and
copper have been discovered in Sinai.
A contract to mine sulphur in Sinai is held
by Freeport Egyptian Sulphur Company, a
wholly owned subsidiary of US firm
Freeport McMoran. The annual produc-
tion capacity is thought to be around
250,000 tonnes per year (tpy). Egypt also
has deposits of uranium.
Although Egypt has no bauxite, it has de-
veloped a significant aluminium industry
based on electric power from the Aswan
High Dam. Production was initially used
for basic consumer goods but Egypt now
exports a wide range of basic aluminium
products.

Hydrocarbons
Proven oil reserves were 4.3 billion bar-
rels in 2011, with production of 735,000
barrels per day (bpd). Mature oil fields are
declining in production and have been
supplemented by new fields. The discovery
of a new oil field in 2009, Ak Zahraa, in
East Ras Qattara (ERQ), has an estimated
flow rate of 2,615bpd.
Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation
(EGPC) is responsible for oil exploration.
Its subsidiary Petrobel is a joint venture
with the Italian Agip and is exploring for

and operating wells in Badr el Din, near
the Gulf of Suez.
Egypt has Africa’s largest oil refinery sec-
tor with nine refineries; total annual pro-
duction is 726,250bpd. EGPC operates
the largest refinery of El Nasr at Suez. The
government has plans to upgrade facilities
to increase production of value-added pe-
troleum products.
Proven natural gas reserves were 2.2 tril-
lion cubic metres (cum) in 2011, with pro-
duction at 61.3 billion cum, an fall of
-0.1 per cent on the 2010 figure of 61.3
billion cum. Reserves are expected to last
until the 2040s given current levels of
production. Domestic consumption in
2010 was 49.6 billion cum. Under a
20-year agreement signed in 2008 Egypt
exports gas to Israel (constituting 40 per
cent of Israel’s requirements); Natural gas
began flowing to the Lebanese Beddawi
gas-fired power plant in 2009. On 6
March 2012, the main natural gas pipe-
line in the northern Sinai desert running to
Jordan and Israel was damaged by two
large explosions. The security service said
there had been at least a dozen previous
attacks on pipelines since the overthrow of
President Mubarak in 2011.
In April 2012, Egyptian officials said they
had scrapped an agreement with Israel to
supply natural gas; the gas had amounted
to around 40 per cent of Israel’s electricity
generating needs. The Israeli company
Ampal that bought the natural gas called
the termination of the contract ‘unlawful
and in bad faith’.
Coal reserves total some 27 million
tonnes, but there is no commercial
production.

Energy
Total installed generating capacity in
2010 was 26.9 gigawatts (GW), produc-
ing over 138.7 billion kilowatt hours.
Generation is achieved through use of
gas-fired turbines at 11 new power sta-
tions and expanded existing stations.
The Aswan High Dam, in Upper Egypt,
provides 12 per cent of the country’s elec-
tricity. Renewable energy schemes include
photovoltaic panels (solar energy) which
accounts for 45MW and installed wind
energy accounting for 230MW.
When at full capacity around
850,000cum of natural gas will operate
two turbines.
In 2010 the World Bank agreed to two
new loans, totalling US$820 million, for
the construction of a 1,500MW combined
cycle gas turbine power plant north of
Giza, and the development of a wind tur-
bine power project to be located in the
Gulf of Suez.
In September 2012, construction began
of Egypt’s largest power plant. When
completed it will generate 3,167MW –
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one-third of the country’s generating ca-
pacity in 2012. The US$2.9 billion power
station is located in Samalout (Minya
governorate), 300km south of Cairo. It
will have eight electric turbines and steam
turbines manufactured by the German en-
gineering company, Siemens. The ex-
pected date of completion is September
2014.

Financial markets
On 27 January 2010 the stock exchange
was closed while political unrest was on-
going; it re-opened in March following
consultations with the new prime minister.
The Egyptian stock exchange (EGX) had,
until its closure, been one of the most dy-
namic in the Middle East, but it had lost
16 per cent in value of the benchmark
EGX 30 Index in the two days before clo-
sure. The stock exchange authorities set
up new rules to avoid further slumps, in-
cluding suspending trading for 30 minutes
if stocks move by up to 5 per cent and
cutting, by one hour, trading hours.
Stock exchange
Cairo and Alexandria Stock Exchange
(EGX)

Banking and insurance
The banking sector is dominated by four
public-sector commercial banks – Banque
Misr, Bank of Alexandria, Banque du
Caire and the National Bank of Egypt –
which hold about 60 per cent of deposits,
70 per cent of assets and 65 per cent of
loans, and are the main conduit for pub-
lic-sector trade, savings and financing.
In February 2004, Egypt was removed
from the OECD list of non-co-operative
countries on money laundering after re-
forms had been implemented.
The Central Bank of Egypt (CBE) strength-
ened the monetary policy framework over
2004 which should aid it as it manages
and limits inflationary pressures while
stimulating market driven interest rates.
The IMF in a 2005 report stressed that the
CBE independence from political interfer-
ence should be maintained.
As a whole, strong current account trad-
ing enabled banks to strengthen their net
foreign assets in 2004 and 2005 and the
CBE also took advantage of market con-
ditions to build up its reserves. Total exter-
nal debt remained stable at about US$29
billion (31 per cent of GDP) by the end of
2004.
As part of the privatisation programme
under way by the government two state
banks are in the process of being sold off
to the commercial sector. In October
2006, bids for the Bank of Alexandria val-
ued the bank at US$1.6 billion – a figure
over five times greater than the govern-
ment’s own valuation. Proceeds of the
sale will go to re-capitalising other

state-owned banks and a reduction in
Egypt’s public debt.
Central bank
Central Bank of Egypt
Main financial centre
Cairo

Time
GMT plus two hours (GMT plus three
hours from May to September).

Geography
Most of Egypt is located in the north-east
corner of Africa between the Mediterra-
nean Sea, the Red Sea, Sudan and Libya.
The Sinai peninsula, separated from the
African continent by the Suez Canal and
the Red Sea, borders Israel. The peninsula
also faces Jordan and Saudi Arabia
across the Gulf of Aqaba.
The world’s longest river, the Nile, flows
through deep gorges from mountains in
the south, before ending its journey in the
Nile delta on Egypt’s northern coast, with
outlets into the Mediterranean Sea. Its in-
fluence on Egypt has been profound as
over thousands of years the river has been
the lifeblood of the country, its flood
plains have provided fertile agricultural
land and the necessary freshwater for life
in an arid landscape. About 95 per cent
of Egypt is uninhabitable desert and over
90 per cent of the population lives within
20km of the Nile.
The Awan Dam, completed in 1970, cre-
ated Lake Nasser, the world’s third largest
reservoir. Its hydroelectric power station
produces about half of Egypt’s electricity
and maintains a steady flow of water
downstream.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
The climate is dry with very little rainfall,
hot in summer and cool in winter. Tem-
peratures in Cairo in the north vary from
43 degrees Celsius (C) maximum in sum-
mer to 18 degrees C maximum in winter.
Sandstorms (the khamsin or simoon winds)
can disrupt air traffic between March and
May.
Rainfall is largely confined to the Mediter-
ranean coast, with around 200 milli-
metres a year in Alexandria. Egypt is
dependent on the Nile for nearly all its
water needs. The government is pressing
ahead with desert reclamation schemes,
but these are also dependent on limited
Nile waters as reserves of water under the
desert have so far proved relatively
insignificant.

Dress codes
Lightweight clothing is necessary for the
hot summer months (May to September).
Business dress is formal – suits are worn
for all occasions. Men should not wear
shorts, except at the beach and women

should wear modest clothing in public,
covering their arms and legs.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all. Some exceptions are al-
lowed for a few nationals of the Middle
East. Contact the nearest Egyptian Con-
sulate for more information.
Passports must be valid for six months be-
yond the intended length of stay.
Visa
Required by all, except citizens of some
adjacent countries, for full list of excep-
tions contact the local embassy or visit
http://egypt.embassyhomepage.com.
Business and tourist visas, valid for three
months, available for most Europeans and
North Americans, were obtainable at the
point of entry until September 2011 when
it was announced that visas would have to
be required before arrival. There are a
number of exceptions to this ruling (in-
cluding tourist groups, family groups
through travel agencts) and it is advisable
to check with an Egyptian embassy before
travelling.
All visitors, except those Europeans and
US nationals on tourist visas, must register
at the Office of Foreigners and Nationality
within seven days of arrival. Hotels will
normally undertake this on the visitor’s
behalf.
Currency advice/regulations
The Import of local currency is unlimited,
however its export is prohibited. The im-
port and export of foreign currency is
unrestricted.
Customs
It is permitted to import one bottle of al-
cohol and 200 cigarettes. Camera, video
equipment and computers should be de-
clared at customs.
Prohibited imports
Illegal drugs, firearms and cotton.
Export of any antiquity older than 100
years must have a clearance from the
Ministry of Cultural Affairs.

Health (for visitors)
Mandatory precautions
A vaccination certificate against yellow fe-
ver is required if travelling from an in-
fected area.
Advisable precautions
Typhoid, hepatitis A, tetanus vaccinations
are recommended. Malaria exists from
June–October in the El Faiyum area.
There is also a rabies risk. Polio was erad-
icated in 2005.
Avoid drinking tap water and use bottled
water instead; water used for brushing
teeth or making ice should be boiled first
or otherwise sterilised. All fruit should be
peeled and only well-cooked meat, vege-
tables and fish, served hot, should be
eaten. Salad and mayonnaise may carry

549

Egypt



increased risk, except in top-class restau-
rants. Avoid food sold on the streets.

Hotels
There is a wide range available. Bills are
quoted in US dollars and may be settled
in Egyptian currency. A 20 per cent tax
and service charge should be added to all
prices.

Credit cards
Most credit cards are widely accepted. Ex-
cepting airline tickets, the free market ex-
change rate is used in calculating credit
card transactions.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
^7 Jan (Coptic Christmas Day), 25 Apr
(Sinai Liberation Day), 1 May (Labour
Day), 23 Jul (Revolution Day), 6 Oct
(Armed Forces’ Day), 24 Oct (Suez Victory
Day).
Variable dates
^Coptic Easter Monday, Eid al Adha, Eid
al Fitr, Islamic New Year, Birth of the
Prophet.
^ Followers of the Coptic faith observe
this holiday.
Islamic year 1435 (5 Nov 2013–24
Oct 2014):: The Islamic year contains
354 or 355 days, with the result that Mus-
lim feasts advance by 10–12 days against
the Gregorian calendar. Dates of feasts
vary according to the sightings of the new
moon, so cannot be forecast exactly.
Islamic year 1433 (26 Nov 2011–14 Nov
2012)

Working hours
As a Muslim country the official weekend
begins on Friday. Embassies and the of-
fices of some foreign companies also
close on Saturday and Sunday. Some
companies treat Thursday as a half day.
Hours may also vary between winter and
summer.
Banking
Sun–Thu: 0830–1400. Money exchanges
in city centres also 1700–1900 or
1800–2000.
Business
Sat–Thu: 0900–1700.
Government
Sun–Thur: 0900–1500.
Shops
Sat–Thur: 0900—1300 and
1600—2000 (summer); 1000—1800
(winter). During Ramadan Sat–Thur:
0930—1530 and 2000—2200.
Department stores offer extended hours
and local shops may vary their hours to
suit.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
There are GSM 900 services operating in
all popluated areas.

Electricity supply
220–440V AC in most areas; in some ru-
ral districts 110–380V AC is still found.

Weights and measures
Metric system (local units also in use).

Social customs/useful tips
Hospitality is considered a prime virtue
and it would be rude for visitors not to ac-
cept a token drink or other invitation.
Many hosts will not allow a guest to pay
for anything during his or her stay. Guests
should therefore not squabble over paying
at a restaurant, for example. In address,
use the first name with the appropriate ti-
tle (for instance Mr, Madame, Doctor, En-
gineer). Business cards in Arabic are
appreciated.
In June 2010 authorities in Alexandria be-
gan enforcing a smoking ban in govern-
ment buildings. The ban will extend to
cafes in 2012 with the plan to make Alex-
andria the first non-smoking city in Egypt.
Egyptians smoke some 19 billion ciga-
rettes annually, including the traditional
shisha water pipes which are found in
many coffee shops.

Security
Violent crime against foreigners is rare.
However, thieves operate in busy tourist
areas such as Giza and Luxor. In these ar-
eas it is best to avoid wearing flashy or ex-
pensive jewellery.
Given its strategic position in the Middle
East, Egypt is particularly sensitive regard-
ing national security. Photographing
bridges, railway stations and military in-
stallations is forbidden. Carrying a video
camera can cause problems with the
Egyptian authorities.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Egyptair
International airport/s: Cairo Interna-
tional (CAI), 24km from city, facilities in-
clude incoming/outgoing duty-free shops,
banks, post office, restaurants and car
hire. Borg el Arab-Alexandria Interna-
tional (HBE), 60km from city, including
business centre, bank, post office, restau-
rant, shops, pharmacy and car hire. Luxor
Airport (LXR) 5.5km from the city.
Taxis and bus services run to all.
Airport tax: None
Surface
Road: There are road links from Libya
and Israel.
A new road from Aswan to Port Sudan
was under construction in 2003 but has
yet to be completed. Until then no roads
to Sudan are recommended.
Water: There are ferry services to Port
Said and Alexandria from many destina-
tions across the Mediterranean, run by
Menatours. There are ferries between
Aqaba in Jordan and Nuweiba on the

Sinai peninsular and to Suez from Jeddah
in Saudi Arabia. There are steamer ser-
vices across Lake Nasser from Sudan, al-
though these are suspended during
periods of instability in Sudan.
Main port/s: Alexandria, Al Ghardaqah,
Aswan, Bur Safajah, Damietta, Marsa
Matruh, Port Said and Suez.

Getting about
National transport
Air: Egyptair operates domestic services
from Cairo to Luxor, Aswan, Hurghada,
Abu Simbel and Alexandria. Air Sinai op-
erates services to North and South Sinai.
If planning to fly south, book well in ad-
vance. Travel to certain areas of the Nile
Delta is restricted.
Road: There is a 31,000km surfaced net-
work which includes good roads linking
Cairo-Alexandria, Cairo-Port Said,
Ismailia-Suez-Sinai, Cairo-El
Faiyum-Luxor-Aswan.
Buses: There are four intercity bus compa-
nies: luxury service Superjet, West Delta
Bus Company, East Delta Bus Company,
and Upper Egypt Bus Company. There
are fast and comfortable services between
most towns and cities, although they tend
to be crowded, and tickets should be
booked in advance where possible.
Rail: There are train services to all main
cities and towns in Egypt, including ex-
press and through trains from Cairo to Al-
exandria, Luxor and Aswan. Four classes
available; certain routes have air-condi-
tioned sleeping cars and buffet service.
Tickets must be reserved, sometimes up to
two days in advance.
Water: Traditional sailboats (felucca) of-
fer rides along the Nile river.
City transport
Taxis: Metered and unmetered taxis are
readily available, but meters where fitted
are often not used. Fares should be
agreed in advance.
Air-conditioned limousines are available
at airports and main hotels. Chauffeured
taxis from Cairo airport to the city centre
are recommended. Hotels have their own
shuttle services. Hotel taxis or chauffeured
hire cars are more efficient and can be
hired by the day, subject to negotiation.
Fares are usually listed in the major
hotels.
City centre taxis are cheap, although often
uncomfortable and never have air-condi-
tioning. If you are travelling beyond the
city centre, it is a good idea to carry a
map to guide the taxi driver. The journey
time from Cairo International Airport to
the city is about 40–60 minutes. Tipping
is usually 10 per cent.
Buses, trams & metro: Local buses are
numerous, cheap and crowded, as are
the few trams still in existence. The Cairo
metro is fast, inexpensive and not too
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crowded, it has 43 stations, five of which
run through central Cairo.
Ferry: Several routes run north and south
of the city plied by waterbuses.
Car hire
An international driving licence and
third-party insurance are needed. Hire
charges should be negotiated in advance.
The maximum speed limit on main roads
is 90kph, rising to 100kph on the
Cairo-Alexandria desert road; fines for
speeding are substantial. Traffic in Cairo
is heavily congested.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling code
(IDD) for Egypt is +20, followed by area
code and subscriber’s number:
Alexandria 3 Ismailiya 64
Ashara Ramadan15 Kafr El Sheik
47
Aswan 97 Luxor 95
Asyut 88 Maeria 3
Benha 13 Mahalla 43
Beni Suef 82 Mansoura 50
Cairo 2 Marsa Matruh 3
Damanhur 45 Port Said 66
Damietta 57 Pyramids 2
El Arish 68 Sacheia 16
El Minya 86 Sohag 93
Fayoum 84 Suez 62
Giza 2 Tanta 40
Heliopolis 2 Zagazig 55

Useful telephone numbers
Cairo
Police: 122
Fire: 125
Ambulance: 123
Aswan
Police: 22147
Alexandria
Police: 960-151-122
Suez
Police: 23-929

Chambers of Commerce
Alexandria Chamber of Commerce, 31
El-Ghorfa El-Togaria Street, Alexandria
(tel: 809-339; fax: 808-993).

American Chamber of Commerce in
Egypt, 33 Soliman Abaza Street,
Doki-Giza, Cairo (tel: 338 1050; fax:
338-1060; e-mail:
info@amcham.org.eg).

Aswan Chamber of Commerce, Abtal
El-Tahreer Street, Aswan (tel: 323-084).

Cairo Chamber of Commerce, 4 Midan
El-Falaki, Cairo (tel: 354-2943; fax:
355-7940).

Damietta Chamber of Commerce, Saad
Zaghloul Street, Damietta (tel: 322-799;
fax: 320-632).

Egyptian-British Chamber of Commerce,
PO Box 4EG, 299 Oxford Street, London
W1A 4EG (tel: 020-7499-3100; fax:
020-7499-1070; e-mail: info@theebcc.
com).

Fayoum Chamber of Commerce, El-Nadi
El-Reyadi Street, El Fayoum (tel:
322-148).

Federation of Egyptian Chambers of
Commerce, 4 Midan El-Falaky, Cairo (tel:
795-1136; fax: 795-1164; e-mail:
fedcoc@menanet.net).

Ismailia Chamber of Commerce, 163
Saad Zaghloul Street, Ismailia (tel:
221-663; fax: 322-515).

Port Said Chamber of Commerce,
Benayet Souk El Goumla, Port Said (tel:
222-733; fax: 236-141).

Red Sea Chamber of Commerce, Old
City Council Building, Hurghada (tel:
440-761).

Suez and South Sinai Chamber of Com-
merce, 47 Salah Eldin Elayoubi Street,
Suez (tel: 227-783).

Banking
Alexandria Commercial and Maritime
Bank, PO Box 2376, 85 El Horreya Ave-
nue, 21519 Alexandria (tel: 392-1237,
392-1556, 392-9203; fax: 391-3706).

Arab African International Bank, 5 Midan
Al-Saray Al Koubra, Garden City, Cairo
(tel: 794-5094/5/6; fax: 795-8493).

Arab International Bank, 35 Abdel Khalek
Sarwat Street, Cairo (tel: 391-8794,
391-6391; fax: 391-6233).

Bank of Alexandria, 49 Kasr El Nil Street,
Cairo (tel: 393-6262, 391-1203; fax:
391-0481, 391-980).

Bank of Commerce & Development, ‘Al
Tegaryoon’, PO Box 1373, 13 26th July
Street, Sphinx Square, Mohandessin,
Cairo (tel: 302-8156, 302-1623; fax:
302-3963).

Cairo Barclays Bank, PO Box 110, Maglis
El Shaab, 12 Midan El Sheikh Youssef,
Garden City, Cairo (tel: 366-2600; fax:
366-2810/11).

Cairo Far East Bank, PO Box 757, 104 El
Nil Street, Dokki, Cairo (tel:
336-2516/18; fax: 348-3818).

Crédit International d’Egypte, 46 El Batal
Ahmed Abdel Aziz Street, Mohandessin,
Cairo (tel: 336-1897, 336-1898; fax:
360-8673).

Delta International Bank, PO Box 1159,
1113 Corniche El Nil Street, Cairo (tel:
575-3492; fax: 574-3403).

Egyptian American Bank, PO Box 1825, 4
& 6 Hassan Sabri Street, Zamalek, Cairo
(tel: 738-0126, 738-0136, 738-2661;
fax: 738-0609, 738-0450).

Misr Exterior Bank; Cairo Plaza Building,
Cornish El Nil, Boulaque, Cairo (tel:
778-701, 778-619, 766-381, 766-360;
fax: 762-806, 578-0238).

Misr International Bank, PO Box 218,
Embaba, 54 El Batal Ahmed Abdel Aziz
Street, Mohandessin, Cairo (tel:
749-4424, 749-7091; fax: 700-928).

National Bank for Development (NBD),
PO Box 647, 5(A) El Borsa El Gedida
Street, 11511 Cairo (tel: 392-3245; fax:
390-5681).

National Bank of Egypt, PO Box 11611,
National Bank of Egypt Tower, 1187
Corniche El Nil, Cairo (tel: 574-9101;
fax: 576-2672).

Nile Bank, PO Box 2741, 35 Ramses
Street, Abdel Moneim Riyad Sq, Cairo
(tel: 574-1417, 574-3502, 575-1105;
fax: 575-6296, 575-3640).

Suez Canal Bank, PO Box 2620, 11
Mohamed Sabri Abu Alam St, Cairo (tel:
393-1066, 393-1048, 393-1215; fax:
391-3522).

Central bank
Central Bank of Egypt, 31 Kasr el Nil
Street, Cairo (tel: 392-6211; fax:
391-7168; email: info@cbe.org.eg).

Stock exchange
Cairo and Alexandria Stock Exchange
(EGX), www.egyptse.com

Travel information
Cairo Airport, Airport Road, Heliopolis,
11776 Cairo (tel: 265-4611; fax:
263-7132; internet: www.cairo-air-
port.com).

Egyptair, New Administrative Complex,
Airport Road, Cairo (tel:
267-4700–4709; fax: 418-3715;
internet: www.egyptair.com).

Ministry of tourism
Ministry of Tourism, Misr Tourist Tower,
Abbassiya Square, Abbassiya (tel:
284-1707; fax: 285-9551; email:
mot@idsc.gov.eg).

National tourist organisation offices
Egyptian Tourist Authority, Misr Travel
Tower, Abbassia Square, Cairo (tel:
286-4509, 284-1970; fax: 285-4363;
internet: www.touregypt.net).

Ministries
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal and Fish
Wealth and Land Reclamation, Nadi El
Seid Street, Dokki, Giza (tel: 702-677;
fax: 703-889; email: capi@idsc.gov.eg)..
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Ministry of Cabinet Affairs and Adminis-
trative Development, 1 Magles El Shaab
Street, Cairo (tel: 354-1722; fax:
355-6306; email:
cabinet1@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of Culture, 2 Shagaret El Dor St,
Zamalek Cairo 03 (tel: 341-5568; fax:
340-6449; email:
mculture@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of Defence and Military Produc-
tion, 5 Ismail Abaza Street, Cairo (tel:
355-3063; fax: 354-8739; email:
mod@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of Economy and International
Co-operation, 8 Adly St, Cairo (tel:
390-6796; fax: 390-3029; email:
mineco@idscl.gov.eg; internet site:
www.sis.gov.eg).

Ministry of Education, 4 Ibrahim Naguib
St, Garden City, Cairo (tel: 355-7952;
fax: 356-2952; Email:
moe@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of Electricity and Energy, Ramses
Street, Abbassia, Nasr City Cairo (tel:
261-6514; fax: 261-6302; email:
mee@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of Finance, Lazoughly Square,
Justice and Finance Building, Cairo (tel:
354-1055; fax: 354-5433; email:
mofinance@idsc1.gov.eg).

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Maspero,
Cairo (tel: 574-9820; fax: 574-9533).

Ministry of Information Maspero,
Corniche El Nil, Cairo 02 (tel: 574-8986;
fax: 574-8781; email:
minexter@idsc1.gov.eg; internet:
www.mfa.gov.eg).

Ministry of Health and Population, Magles
El Shaab St, Cairo (tel: 354-1076; fax:
355-3966; email: moh@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of Higher Education, 4 Ibrahim
Naguib Street, Garden City, Cairo (tel:
355-7952; fax: 356-2952; email:
mheducat@idsc1.gov.eg,
info@sti.sci.eg).

Ministry of Housing, Reconstruction and
New Urban Communities, 1 Ismail Abaza
St, Cairo (tel: 355-3320; fax: 355-7836;
email: mhuuc@idsc1.gov.eg).

Ministry of Industry and Mineral Wealth, 2
Latin America Street, Garden City (tel:
355-7034; fax: 354-8362; email:
moimw@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of Information, Maspero,
Corniche El Nil, Cairo (tel: 747-193; fax:
757-144; email: rtu2@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of Insurance & Social Affairs, El
Sheikh Rihan Street, Bab El-Louq, Cairo
(tel: 337-0039; fax: 337-5390; email:
msi@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of Interior, El Sheikh Rihan St,
Cairo (tel: 355-7500; fax: 355-7792;
email: moi1@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of Justice, Justice and Finance
Building, Lazoughli Sq, Cairo 15 (tel:
355-1176; fax: 355-8103; email:
mojeb@idsc1.gov.eg).

Ministry of Land Reclamation, Nadi El
Seid St, Cairo 10 (tel: 703-011).

Ministry of Local Administration, Kasr El
Aini St, Cairo 04 (tel: 355-3566).

Ministry of Manpower and Immmigration,
3 Youssef Abbas St, Nasr City, Cai (tel:
260-9363; fax: 260-9891; email:
mwlabor@idsc1.gov.eg).

Ministry of Petroleum, 16 El Mokhayyam
El Da’em Street, Nasr City (tel:
262-2268; fax: 263-6060; email:
mopm@idsc1.gov.eg).

Ministry of Planning, Salah Salem Road,
Nasr City (tel: 602-935; fax: 263-4747).

Ministry of Public Enterprises, Magles El
Shaab Street, Cairo (tel: 355-8026; fax:
355-3606); PEO, 2 Latin America Street,
Garden City, Cairo (tel: 794-3484; fax:
795-9233).

Ministry of Public Works and Water Re-
sources, El Nil St, Embaba, Cairo 04 (tel:
354-5884; fax: 355-8008; email:
mpwwr@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of Rural Development, 4 Shooting
Club Street, Dokki, Cairo (tel: 349-7470;
fax: 349-7785).

Ministry of Shipping, 7 Abdel Khalek
Sarwat St, Cairo, 01 (tel: 764-343).

Ministry of Social Affairs and Insurance, El
Sheikh Rihan St, Bab El Louk, Cairo 06
(tel: 354-2900; fax: 917-799).

Ministry of State for Administrative Devel-
opment and Environment and Ministry of
the Public Enterprise, 1 Magles El Shaab
Street, Lazoughli Square, CAI 06 (tel:
355-8026; fax: 355-5882; email:
mops3@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of State for the Affairs of the Peo-
ple’s Assembly and the Shoura Council,
Magles El Shaab St, Cairo 04 (tel:
355-7750; fax: 355-7681; email:
parli@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs,
Helwan Road, Cairo (tel: 375-7306; fax:
378-4285; email: eeaa@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of State for Military Production,
23 Kobri Al Kubba St, Cairo 36 (tel:
257-8697/2915).

Ministry of State for Planning and Interna-
tional Co-operation, Salah Salem Street,
Nasr City (tel: 401-4615; fax: 401-4733;
email: miceu@idsx.gov.eg).

Ministry of State for Scientific Research Af-
fairs, 101 Kasr El Aini St, Cairo 04 (tel:
355-7952).

Ministry of Trade and Supply, 99 Kasr El
Aini St, Cairo 04 (tel: 355-0360; fax:
354-4973; email: msit@idsx.gov.eg).

Ministry of Transport, Communications
and Civil Aviation, 105 Kasr El Aini Street,
Cairo (tel: 354-3623; fax: 355-5564;
email: garb@idsc.gov.eg).

Ministry of Waqfs, 5 Sabry Abou Alam
Street, Bab El-Louq, Cairo (tel:
392-6163; fax: 392-6305; email:
mawkaf@idsc1.gov.eg)

Prime Minister’s Office, 1 Magles El
Shaab St, Lazoughli Square, Cairo 04
(tel: 354-7376; fax: 355-8048).

President’s Office, Abdin palace, CAI 06
(tel: 391-0130).

Other useful addresses
Arab League, The Arab League Building,
Corniche El Nil, Cairo (tel: 393-4499;
fax: 775-626).

Arab Organisation for Industrialisation,
2D Abassiya Square, PO Box 770 (tel:
823-377; fax: 826-010).

Arab Republic of Egypt National Telecom-
munications Organisation (ARENTO), 26
Ramses Street (tel: 760-333; fax:
771-306).

British Embassy, 7 Ahmed Ragheb St,
Garden City, Cairo (tel: 354-0852; fax:
354-0859).

Cabinet Office, 1 Maglis El Shaab Street,
Lazoughli Square, CAI 04 (tel: 354-7376;
fax: 355-8048).

Cairo Regional Center for International
Commercial Arbitration, 3 Aboul Feda
Street, Zamalek, Cairo (tel: 340-1330;
fax: 340-1336).

Cairo Stock Exchange, 4 Sharia
esh-Sherifein, Cairo (tel: 392-1402; fax:
392-8526).

Capital Market Authority, 20 Emad El Din
Street, Sixth Floor, Downtown (tel:
777-774; fax: 755-339).

Central Agency for Public Mobilisation
and Statistics (CAPMAS), Saleh Salem
Street, Nasr City, Cairo (tel: 603-717;
fax: 604-099).

Central Post Office, Ataba Square, Cairo.

Commercial International Investment
Company (CIIC), 66-68 Mohie El-Din
Abou El-Ezz St, Dokki, Cairo (tel:
335-8035, 335-7093, 337-6251; fax:
335-7095).

Commercial Representation Office, 96
Ahmed Orabi Street, Mohandiseen (tel:
347-1892; fax: 345-1840).

Commission of the European Communi-
ties Delegation in Egypt, 6 Ibn Zenki
Street, Zamalek, Cairo (tel: 340-8388;
fax: 340-0385).
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Customs Information Centre, 4 El Tayaran
Street, Nasr City (tel: 260-5711; fax:
261-2672).

Egyptian Electricity Authority, Abassia,
Cairo (tel: 261-6537; fax: 261-6512,
401-1630).

Egyptian Embassy (USA), 3521 Interna-
tional Court, NW, Washington DC
20008 (tel: (+1-202) 895-5400; fax:
(+1-202) 244-5131).

Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation
(EGPCC), 4 Palestine Street, Fourth Sec-
tor, new Maadi (tel: 353-1438; fax:
353-1457).

Egyptian Radio and Television Corpora-
tion (ERTC), Radio and TV Building,
Sharia Maspiro, Corniche el Nil, PO Box
504, Cairo (tel: 749-508; fax: 746-989).

Faud Nemah (Interpreter Service), 40 Kasr
El Nil Street, Cairo (tel: 746-394).

General Authority for Control of Imports
and Exports, Atlas Building El Sheikh
Maarouf and Ramses Streets (tel:
574-2830; fax: 766-971).

General Authority for Investment and Free
Zones, 8 Sharia Adly, PO Box 1007,
Cairo (tel: 390-6804).

General Organisation for Industrialisation
(GOFI) 6 Khali Agha Street, Garden City
(tel: 355-7005; fax: 354-4984).

General Organisation for International
Exhibitions and Fairs (GOIEF), Exhibition
Ground, Nasr City, Cairo (tel: 260-7811;
fax: 260-7845, 260-7848).

International Finance Corp (IFC), 5 El
Fallah Street, Mohandessin, Cairo (tel:
347-8081; fax: 347-3738).

Internatinal Monetary Fund (IMF), 31 Kasr
El Nil Street, Central Bank, Cairo (tel:
392-4257; fax: 351-7137).

Kamel Bros Ltd (interpreter service), 20
Hassan Sabri Street, Cairo (tel: 817-575).

Local Governorates, El-Islah El-Zerai
Building, 10th Floor, 4 Nadi El-Seid
Street, Dokki (tel: 349-4770; fax:
349-7788).

Sales Tax Authority, 4 El Tayaran Street,
Nasr City (tel: 260-7500; fax:
260-7501).

Social Fund for Development (SFD),
Hussein Hegazy and El Aini Streets, Cairo
(tel: 354-8339; fax: 355-0628).

Taxation Authority, 5 Hussein Hegazi
Street (tel: 355-7784; fax: 355-5438).

US Embassy, 5 Sharia Latin America,
Garden City, Cairo (tel: 355-7371).

National news agency: MENA (Middle
East News Agency)

MENA Head Office, PO Box 1165, 17
Hoda Sharawi Street, Cairo (tel:
393-3000; internet: www.mena.org.eg).

Internet sites
Africa Business Network: www.ifc.org/abn

AllAfrica.com: http://allafrica.com

Arab Bank: www.arabbank.com

Egypt corporate information:
www.corporateinformation.com/egcorp.ht
ml

Egypt economic indicators: www.eco-
nomic.idsc.gov.eg/
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