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C
ameroon has abundant natural re-
sources – oil, wood, coffee, cotton,
cocoa, rubber and aluminium –

which drive exports. It also has enormous
untapped potential in natural gas, iron,
bauxite and cobalt. However, as the Afri-

can Economic Outlook 2013 (AEO), pub-
lished jointly by the African Development
Bank and the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development, reports,
revenues obtained from the exploitation
of these resources, and from oil in particu-
lar, have not been sufficiently channeled
into structural investments in infrastruc-
ture and the productive sectors. The de-
cline of the agricultural and forestry

sectors in the country’s economic struc-
ture over the past decade attests to this.
Recently, the State has undertaken steps
aimed at reviving the productive sectors,
particularly by strengthening infrastruc-
ture. While efforts to maintain
macroe-conomic stability are continued,
poor governance persists and impedes the
optimal use of public resources for the
country’s socio-economic development.

The structure of the Cameroonian econ-
omy has changed over the past decade,
with a relatively large fall in the contribu-
tion of the primary sector to GDP, to the
benefit of the tertiary sector. Every sector
has experienced structural changes: thus,
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KEY FACTS

Official name: République du
Cameroun (Republic of
Cameroon)

Head of State: President Paul Biya
(from 1982; re-elected 9 Oct
2011)

Head of government: Prime Minister
Philémon Yang (appointed 30 Jun
2009)

Ruling party: Coalition led by
Rassemblement Démocratique du
Peuple Camerounais (RDPC)
(Cameroon People’s Democratic
Rally) with Union Nationale pour
la Démocratie et le Progrès
(UNDP) (National Union for
Democracy and Progress) and
Union des Populations du
Cameroun (UPC) (Union of the
Peoples of Cameroon) (since
1992; re-elected July 2007)

Area: 475,442 square km

Population: 21.46 million (2012)*

Capital: Yaoundé

Official language: French, English

Currency: CFA franc (CFAf) = 100
centimes (Communauté Financière
Africaine (African Financial
Community) franc)

Exchange rate: CFAf495.02 per US$
(Jul 2013); CFAf2655.95 per euro
(pegged from Jan 1999)

GDP per capita: US$1,165 (2012)*

GDP real growth: 4.74% (2012)*

GDP: US$25.00 billion (2012)*

Labour force: 7.84 million (2010)*

Inflation: 3.00% (2012)*

Oil production: 61,990 bpd (2011)

Balance of trade: -US$1.49 billion
(2011)

* estimated figure



the contribution of agriculture (food or in-
dustrial agriculture, livestock, fisheries
and forestry) has gradually but drastically
diminished, falling from 33 per cent to 17
per cent between 1998/99 and 2012. In-
versely, the oil sub-sector rose although to
a lesser extent, with a 9 per cent contribu-
tion to gross domestic product (GDP) in
2012, versus 5 per cent at the end of the
1990s. In the service sector, trade, hotels
and restaurants experienced major devel-
opment while, over the same period,
transportation and communication fell
significantly.

Oil
Oil has an important place in the econ-
omy: over the past decade, it has repre-
sented on average 40 per cent of exports in
terms of value and contributed 25 per cent
of budget income. Since the 1994 devalu-
ation and until the recent recovery of the
sector, Cameroon has experienced weak
growth, specifically reflecting the gradual
depletion of oil resources. But the sector
continues to play an important role in pub-
lic finances and in the balance of external
accounts.

In an attempt to maximise oil profits, the
authorities have concentrated on produc-
ing broad regulatory texts, including: the
mining code; a national investment code;
the community investment charter; Ex-
tractive Industries for Transparency Ini-
tiative (EITI) standards; and the Growth
and Employment Strategy Paper GESP).
The mining code regulates all extractive
activity and invested the Société nationale
des Hydrocarbures (SNH) (National Hy-
drocarbons Society)) with the task of pro-
moting the oil sector. In addition to
granting prospecting licences and permits,
the SNH must both attract investors and
enjoin them to respect current regulations.

The State does not have a stabilisation
fund as such to invest oil and gas revenues
in long-term assets. Oil receipts are gener-
ally injected into the overall budget.
When a surplus exists, a specific budget
line is adopted or the money is allocated to
building up central bank reserves.

Natural resource revenues have not
been channelled sufficiently towards
structural investments in infrastructure or
productive sectors. However, for some
time now the State has been involved in a
programme to revive the productive sec-
tors, specifically via strengthening key in-
frastructure. At the same time, it is
attempting to increase the mobilisation of
non-oil resources and thus to improve the
budget structure. Overall, while the au-
thorities have succeeded in maintaining a

degree of macroeconomic stability,
administrative dysfunctions persist re-
flecting governance failings – which ham-
per the optimal use of public resources
towards the country’s socio-economic
development.

Drawn up in 2009, the GESP reflects the
government’s ambition to make Camer-
oon an emerging economy by 2035. With
this strategy, which amplifies the political
will to diversify the economy, the public
authorities intend to work towards a deep
transformation of the structure of the pro-
ductive industries. The share of manufac-
turing in GDP should thus reach at least 23
per cent. This policy also aims at boosting
the role of manufacturing products in for-
eign trade, to the detriment of primary ma-
terials. This underlies the importance
placed on activities relating to industrial
transformation in general and the extrac-
tive industry in particular in the GESP.

Logically, the local transformation of
hydrocarbons is key in the country’s in-
vestment code. This code clearly states
the multiple advantages – administrative,
economic, customs and tax – from which
local and foreign companies transforming
the sector’s products in situ will benefit.
The main changes introduced these past
years focus primarily on giving local com-
panies access to distribution activities of
petrol products. These henceforth will
compete strongly with Western multina-
tionals, which traditionally monopolised
distribution.

Economic recovery
The economic recovery begun after the
2008/09 financial crisis continued in

2012, with an estimated growth rate of 4.9
per cent, up from 4.1 per cent in 2011.
This performance is attributable to both a
rise in oil production (up by 9.7 per cent,
compared to a fall of 7.3 per cent in 2011)
and strong domestic demand linked to the
start of large infrastructure projects. In
2012, private sector activity boosted inter-
nal demand by 6.5 per cent, up from just
5.3 per cent in 2011.

Through the supply of goods and ser-
vices for various projects, the effect of this
increased demand was felt throughout the
economy. The recovery has boosted the
growth of the non-oil sector, estimated at
5 per cent in 2012, and of agriculture (4.1
per cent), agro food (3.6 per cent), con-
struction (11.2 per cent), as well as trans-
portation and telecommunications (8.8
per cent).

This momentum should be sustained in
2013. The SNH should benefit from new
oil fields coming into activity, particularly
at Dissoni, which could boost production
by 17,000 to 20,000 barrels per day (bpd).
This will bring production from its current
level of 63,000bpd to 90,000 or
100,000bpd. Growth should also be
boosted by the drilling of new mines in the
Douala/Kribi-Campo basin, the reopening
of certain mines in the Rio del Rey basin
(thanks to new extraction techniques), the
optimisation of production facilities and
the development of the Kribi gas power
plant.

However, 2012 was marked by events
that negatively impacted on growth. The
agricultural sector stagnated with floods
in the north of the country resulting in
crop losses. Rice paddy and sorghum
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KEY INDICATORS Cameroon

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m 19.38 *19.93 20.42 *20.93 *21.46

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 23.20 22.20 22.50 25.80 *25.00

GDP per capita US$ 1,199 1,115 1,101 1,230 *1,165

GDP real growth % 3.4 2.0 2.9 4.1 *4.7

Inflation % 5.3 3.0 1.3 2.9 *3.0

Oil output ‘000 bpd 82.0 73.0 63.9 62.0 –

Exports (fob) (goods) US$m 5,890.0 4,078.6 4,485.2 5,219.5 –

Imports (fob) (goods) US$m 5,431.0 4,404.5 4,662.6 6,709.5 –

Balance of trade US$m 459.0 -325.8 -177.4 -1,490.1 –

Current account US$m -449.7 -1,136.5 -856.3 -1,053.0 *-1,099.0

Total reserves minus
gold US$m 3,086.4 3,675.5 3,642.6 – 3,381.0

Foreign exchange US$m 3,080.6 3,430.5 3,614.2 – 3,356.0

Exchange rate per US$ 418.59 472.19 495.28 466.82 505.65

* estimated figure
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stocks were partly damaged and seedlings
and cultivated areas were literally swal-
lowed up (cotton, onion, rice, and sor-
ghum). The effect of this bad weather was
compounded by external developments
including the contraction in global de-
mand for raw materials linked to the ongo-
ing sovereign debt crisis in the euro area
and falling prices for Cameroon’s key raw
materials exports (wood, rubber, coffee,
cocoa and cotton) due to geopolitical ten-
sions. In addition, net external demand
continued to exert a negative effect on
growth in 2012 due to a deterioration in
the exchange rate (-7.5 per cent) and a rise
in imports, particularly in equipment nec-
essary for large public works.

To consolidate gains since 2010, when
the Growth and Employment Strategy
was launched (and continued in the
2010-20 GESP), Cameroon maintained its
investment programme in the energy,
transportation, telecommunications and
manufacturing sectors. Initiatives in-
cluded: the paving of roads, notably on the
Djoum-Mintom-Congolese border (233
km), Fumban-Magba trunk (66 km),
Ekok-Mamfe (73 km), and Garoua
Boulaï-Ngaoundéré trunks; the construc-
tion of the gas fired plant at Kribi and hy-
dro electrical dams at Mekin, Lom Pangar
and Memve’ele; the extension of the fibre
optic network; the construction of 10,000
low cost housing units; and the construc-
tion of a new cement works in Douala.

Thus, with the help of these projects and
their effect on domestic demand, the eco-
nomic recovery begun in 2010 should be
sustained over the 2013–14 period. The
extractive industries should grow, with:
the Kribi gas plant scheduled to be opera-
tional in the first quarter of 2013 contrib-
uting an additional 216 MW to the
country’s electricity supply; private in-
vestment to exploit the Mbalam gas well
and the gas fields from Logbaba to Douala
(212 billion cubic metres of gas and al-
most 4.2 million barrels of condensates);
and the start of production of new oil
wells, which will boost extraction vol-
umes. These investments should represent
21.9 per cent of GDP in 2013 and 22.9 per
cent in 2014 and these combined factors
should enable Cameroon to reach 5 per
cent growth in 2013 and 5.2 per cent in
2014. Following mixed results during the
first two years of the 2010–20 develop-
ment strategy, the country is edging to-
wards the 5.5 per cent targeted growth
rate.

In the short to medium term, certain fac-
tors risk impacting growth projections for
2013 and 2014. These include the ongoing

crisis in Europe and possible delays to
public construction projects due to poor
absorption capacities attributable to ad-
ministrative deficiencies. The country’s
growth also remains vulnerable to clima-
tic shocks, as demonstrated by the 2012
floods, and to volatility in world prices for
primary raw materials.

According to estimates, inflation should
level at 3 per cent in 2012, up slightly
from the 2.9 per cent recorded in 2011.
This is due to higher prices for food and
non-alcoholic drinks, higher electricity
prices and the effects of the floods that
damaged harvests.

Risk assessment
Politics Fair
Economy Fair
Regional stability Poor

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
1470s Portuguese mariners arrived and
gave Cameroon its name. Having found
what they thought to be shrimps
(camaroes) in the main river, they named
it Rio dos Camaroes.
1884 Germany established the protector-
ate of Kamerun.
1916 The German administration was
ousted by Allied forces in the First World
War.
1919 A post-war League of Nations man-
date gave some four-fifths of the territory
to France, and the remainder, bordering
Nigeria, to Britain.
1960 French East Cameroon gained its
independence.
1961 British West Cameroon gained its
independence.
1972 A unified state was formed, with the
Union Nationale Camerounaise (UNC)
(Cameroonian National Union) dominat-
ing both the executive and legislative
branches.
1982 Prime Minister Paul Biya became
president after the resignation of President
Ahidjo.
1985 Biya renamed the ruling party the
Rassemblement Démocratique du Peuple
Camerounais (RDPC) (Cameroon Peo-
ple’s Democratic Rally), and introduced a
number of political reforms which were
largely viewed as cosmetic.
1990 A multi-party political system was
legalised. Although this change marked
the gradual opening of the Cameroonian
political system, subsequent elections
were marred by irregularities and accusa-
tions of electoral fraud.
1996 In response to pressure from the
Anglophone regional groups the constitu-
tion was amended to include a federal
system with the addition of a senate in the

National Assembly. Presidential terms in
office will in future last seven years.
1997 President Paul Biya was re-elected.
The elections were boycotted by the three
main opposition parties after their com-
plaints about the handling of voter regis-
tration were ignored.
1999 English-speaking secessionists, led
by the Southern Cameroon National
Council (SCNC), announced a breakaway
Federal Republic of Southern Cameroon.
2001 Demonstrations calling for decen-
tralisation of power were banned and sev-
eral southern Cameroon separatists were
killed.
2002 The ruling RDPC increased its num-
ber of seats in the legislative elections.
The International Court of Justice gave
Cameroon sovereignty of the potentially
oil-rich Bakassi Peninsula, claimed by
Cameroon and Nigeria.
2003 The communications minister or-
dered the closure of an English-speaking
private radio station, Magic FM, for run-
ning programmes critical of the
government.
2004 Presidential Biya was re-elected.
Ephraïm Inoni was appointed prime minis-
ter. Nigeria failed to withdraw troops from
the Bakassi Peninsula.
2005 Presidents Obasanjo and Biya and
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan failed
to resolve the dispute concerning Bakassi
Peninsula, thought to hold about 10 per
cent of the world’s oil and gas reserves.
2006 Nigeria ceded the Bakassi penin-
sula to Cameroon, in accordance with a
2002 International Court of Justice ruling.
2007 In the general elections, the ruling
RDPC won 152 seats (out of 180) and the
opposition SDF won 21.
2008 Parliament overwhelmingly voted to
amend the constitution. The amendments
included presidential immunity from pros-
ecution for acts undertaken as president
and an unlimited number of presidential
terms in office. Nigeria finally surrendered
sovereignty of the oil-rich Bakassi
Peninsula.
2009 President Biya dismissed Ephraim
Inoni as prime minister and appointed
Philémon Yang as his replacement.
2010 The parliamentary opposition
claimed the figure of 19,406,100 million
inhabitants as presented in the 2005 cen-
sus was inaccurate and had been manip-
ulated. Researchers agreed there could be
inaccuracies as all figures presented were
projections. Critics claim the projections
for the English-speaking coastal region
were ‘exceptionally low’, given overall
growth rates. The national voter registra-
tion began, prior to the 2011 presidential
elections.
2011 In July, the government enacted a
right for Cameroon’s diaspora to vote in
the presidential election, which was held



in October. Of the 23 candidates that
took part, only two candidates won over
10 per cent of the vote. Incumbent Paul
Biya won 77.99 per cent and John Fru
Ndi 10.71 per cent; turnout was 65.8 per
cent. The supreme court endorsed the re-
sult, however both France and the US de-
nounced the election process as having
‘many failures’ and ‘irregularities at all
levels’. President Biya took office, for his
sixth term, on 3 November.
2012 In April a law extending the man-
date of members of parliament was
adopted. The result was the postponing of
the 2012 elections by a year. On 2 Oc-
tober, the UK energy company Bowleven
announced that oil production from its
offshore Etinde project was postponed
from 2013 to 2015. On 4 October, Ni-
gerian President Jonathan ordered a re-
view of the ICJ ruling concerning the
Bakassi Peninsula, which had been
awarded to Cameroon in 2008, with a
view to challenging the decision.
2013 Parliamentary elections were finally
held on 30 September, after being post-
poned in February and July. The
Rassemblement Démocratique du Peuple
Camerounais (RDPC) (Cameroon Peo-
ple’s Democratic Rally) won 148 seats
(out of 180), followed by the Front So-
cial-Démocratique (FSD) (Social Demo-
cratic Front) with 18. In August President
Biya was accused of using the military to
shut down Pentecostal churches after they
were critical of his government. Mr Biya
said the churches were threatening Cam-
eroon’s security and ordered nearly 100
Christian churches in Yaounde and
Bamenda, the North West Regional capi-
tal, be permanently shut down.

Political structure
Constitution
The constitution was promulgated in 1972
and revised in 1975 and 1996, when
pressure from Anglophone regional
groups resulted in constitution amend-
ments, whereby a federal system of gov-
ernment would be introduced and a
senate in the National Assembly insti-
gated; neither of these provisions were
implemented. However an increase in the
presidential term in office extension to
seven years was applied.
In April 2008 parliament overwhelmingly
voted to amend the constitution, to in-
clude presidential immunity from prosecu-
tion for acts undertaken as president and
an unlimited number of presidential terms
in office.
Form of state
Unitary republic
The executive
Executive power is vested in the president,
who appoints a cabinet. The president
serves a seven-year term. A prime

minister, who acts as head of government,
is appointed by the president. The presi-
dent names and dismisses cabinet mem-
bers and judges, ratifies treaties, heads
the armed forces, controls legislation and
can rule by decree.
National legislature
The unicameral Assemblée Nationale
(National Assembly) has 180 members,
directly elected in single and multi-seat
constituencies, to serve for five-year terms.
Legal system
Cameroon’s legal system is based on
French civil law with common law influ-
ences. The country has a Supreme Court,
the judges of which are appointed by the
president. Provisions in the 1996 constitu-
tion for judicial independence have not
been put into force. Cameroon does not
accept the compulsory jurisdiction of the
International Court of Justice, but does
belong to the International Court of Arbi-
tration of the International Chamber of
Commerce.
Last elections
30 September 2013 (parliamentary); 9
October 2011 (presidential)
Results: Parliamentary: The ruling RDPC
won 148 seats (out of 180); SDF 18; Un-
ion Nationale pour la Démocratie et le
Progrès (UNDP) (National Union for De-
mocracy and Progress) 5; Union
Démocratique du Cameroun (UDC)
(Democratic Union of Cameroon) 4; Un-
ion des Populations du Cameroun (UPC)
(Union of the Peoples of Cameroon);
Mouvement pour la Renaissance du
Cameroun (MRC) (Cameroon Renais-
sance Movement) 1.
Presidential: Paul Biya (RDPC) won 77.99
per cent, John Fru Ndi (SFD) 10.71 per
cent, Garga Haman Adji (ADD) 3.21 per
cent, Adamou Ndam Njoya (UDC) 1.73
per cent, Paul Abine Ayah (PAP) 1.26 per
cent; 18 other candidates each won less
than 1 per cent. Turnout was 65.8 per
cent.
Next elections
February 2018 (parliamentary); 2018
(presidential)

Political parties
Ruling party
Coalition led by Rassemblement
Démocratique du Peuple Camerounais
(RDPC) (Cameroon People’s Democratic
Rally) with Union Nationale pour la
Démocratie et le Progrès (UNDP) (Na-
tional Union for Democracy and Progress)
and Union des Populations du Cameroun
(UPC) (Union of the Peoples of Camer-
oon) (since 1992; re-elected July 2007)
Main opposition party
Front Social-Démocratique (SDF) (Social
Democratic Front)

Population
21.46 million (2012)*

Last census: April 1987: 10,493,655
Population density: 29 inhabitants per
square km. Urban population 58 per cent
(2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: 2.4 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Ethnic make-up
Cameroon has a highly diversified popu-
lation comprising some 200 ethnic
groups, including Cameroon Highlanders
(31 per cent), Equatorial Bantu (19 per
cent) and Kirdi (11 per cent). There are
about 200,000 Europeans in the country,
mainly French speakers.
Religions
Indigenous beliefs are practiced by 40 per
cent of the population, another 40 per
cent are Christian, and 20 per cent are
Muslim.

Education
Literacy rate: 68 per cent adult rate
(Unesco 2005)
Enrolment rate: 107 per cent gross pri-
mary enrolment, 33 per cent gross sec-
ondary enrolment; of relevant age groups
(including repeaters) (World Bank).
Pupils per teacher: 44 in primary
schools.

Health
HIV/Aids
In 2009 there were an estimated 160,000
adults living with HIV.
HIV prevalence: 5.3 per cent aged
15–49 in 2009 (Unicef 2012)
Life expectancy: 51 years, 2010 (Unicef
2012)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
4.5 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef
2012)
Birth rate/Death rate: 34.7 births and
15.4 deaths per 1,000 population (2005)
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 95 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012); 22 per cent of children
aged under five are malnourished (World
Bank).
Head of population per physician:
0.19 physician per 1,000 people, 2004
(WHO 2006)

Welfare
Cameroon’s social insurance system pro-
vides cover for old-age pension, disability
pension, sickness and maternity benefits,
work injuries and family allowances.

Main cities
Douala (commercial centre, estimated
population 2.4 million (m) in 2012),
Yaoundé (capital, 2.4m), Bamenda
(348,766), Bafoussam (301,894),
Garoua (296,870), Maroua (239,026),
Ngaoundéré (195,603), Kumba
(173,049).
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Languages spoken
24 major African language groups includ-
ing Bamileke, Ewondo, Bassa and
Bamoun are spoken. Around 80 per cent
of the population speak French as a sec-
ond language (francophone Cameroon)
and 20 per cent speak English as a sec-
ond language (anglophone – formerly
British West Cameroon).
Official language/s
French, English

Media
The government maintains a tight control
of media outlets with official restrictions
and stringent libel laws that have regularly
imprisoned journalists and led to
self-censorship.
Press
Dailies: In French, the Cameroon Tribune
is the official state-owned newspaper, with
an English edition, published twice
weekly, La Nouvelle Expression
(www.lanouvelleexpression.net), is pub-
lished three-times weekly. In English, The
Post (www.postnewsline.com).
Weeklies: In French, private publications
include Le Messager
(www.lemessager.net), and in English
Postwatch
(www.postwatchmagazine.com).
Business: In French, La Dépeche
économique is a bi-weekly publication.
Periodicals: In French, monthly publica-
tions include La Voix du paysan a farmer’s
magazine, Dikalo (http://www.dikalo.biz)
and Le Météo an independent magazine.
Broadcasting
The national broadcaster is Cameroon
Radio and Television (CRTV).
Radio: CRTV (www.crtv.cm) operates one
national and several provincial services in
French, English and local languages.
Other commercial stations include
Nostalgie (www.cameroun-plus.com), Sky
One (www.skyonecameroun.com) and the
pan-African Radio Africa No 1
(www.africa1.com).
English-speaking separatists in the south
of the country have used pirate-radio for
propaganda.
Television: CRTV (www.crtv.cm) is the na-
tional public TV station. There are two pri-
vate stations Canal 2 and STV
(www.stvgroup.com) with two channels,
which broadcast via satellite.
Other news agencies: Africa News
Agency: www.africanewsagency.co.uk
APA: www.apanews.net
Panapress: www.panapress.com

Economy
Cameroon has a wealth of natural re-
sources that underpin the economy, in-
cluding mining, agriculture, forestry and
oil and natural gas. Although the service
sector constitutes around 50 per cent of
GDP, industry 30 per cent (of which

manufacturing is around 16 per cent),
and agriculture 20 per cent, oil exports
provide the largest export revenue. Other
industries include aluminium smelting
(from imported bauxite), hydroelectric
power generation, rubber production and
timber felling. Manufacturing includes use
of these raw materials for finished items.
Agricultural produce includes cotton, cof-
fee, cocoa and palm oil.
GDP growth was 2.0 per cent in 2009,
which increased to 2.9 per cent in 2010,
and was estimated to have grown to 4.1
per cent in 2011.
Cameroon has a reputation for wide-
spread corruption and has consistently
ranked low in the World Bank’s poll of
ease of doing business, which in 2011
was 165 out of 183 countries, with en-
forcing a contract as the single most diffi-
cult element of the poll (174 out of 183).
The benefits gained through its natural re-
sources, industry and commodity trading
have not spread through the population.
In 2011, the UN Human Development In-
dex (HDI) ranked Cameroon 150 (out of
187) for national development in health,
education and income. Since 2000,
Cameroon’s progress has grown and
matched the average improvement of
other countries in sub-Saharan Africa. In
2010, 53.9 per cent of the population ex-
perienced at least one indicator of pov-
erty, while 9.6 per cent lived on less than
the equivalent of US$1.25 per day. Mi-
grant workers provided US$192 million in
remittances in 2009, which fell to
US$115 million (0.9 per cent of GDP) in
2010 and was estimated to have reached
US$121 million in 2011.
The government implemented its Growth
and Employment Strategy Paper (GESP) in
late 2009, which was designed to boost
growth and create employment in the for-
mal sector to reduce poverty over
2010–20. Unemployment, currently esti-
mated at around 76 per cent, is an ongo-
ing problem with the government looking
to reduce it to less than 50 per cent over
the period. A reduction of the poverty rate
from 39.9 per cent in 2007 to 28.7 per
cent by 2020 is also a priority. The gov-
ernment will also increase its efforts in ex-
panding the non-oil sectors to reduce the
economy’s vulnerability to external shocks.

External trade
As a member of the Communauté
Économique des États d’Afrique Centrale
(Economic Community of Central African
States (ECCAS) Cameroon uses the CFA
franc (Communauté Financière Africaine
franc), issued by the Banque des États de
l’Afrique Centrale (BEAC) (Bank of Cen-
tral African States). ECCAS operates a
customs and economic union with a com-
mon external tariff between its six

members, with free movement of capital,
people and goods and services.
Imports
Imports consist principally of crude oil,
pharmaceuticals, vehicles, machines and
electrical equipment, grain and foodstuffs.
Main sources: France (17.3 per cent of
totalin 2011), China (14.2 per cent), Ger-
many (4.5 per cent).
Exports
Principal exports include crude oil and pe-
troleum products, timber and finish wood
items, rubber, coffee, cotton, cocoa and
tobacco.
Main destinations: The Netherlands
(19.3 per cent of total in 2011), France
(11.6 per cent), China (8.5 per cent).
Re-exports
Light crude oil for refining.

Agriculture
Total agricultural land is 47.3 million
hectares of which 4.2 per cent is pasture
and 12.6 per cent arable.
In order to broaden the country’s eco-
nomic base and increase the value added
to domestic production, the government is
encouraging development of its full agri-
cultural potential. Some 40 per cent of
Cameroon’s labour force is employed in
the agricultural sector, although only 3
per cent of Cameroon’s land area is used
for permanent crops. Principal crops in-
clude cocoa, coffee, bananas, cotton and
oil palms. Virtually all food requirements
are met by local production. Most agricul-
tural production is in the hands of
smallholders, with the exception of rubber
and palm, which are run under the plan-
tation system.
Mayuka, located in the northern region of
Cameroon, is the centre of the cocoa in-
dustry, where business made sweeping
profits as prices soared following the polit-
ical crisis in Côte d’Ivoire. As demand for
cocoa rises, so the government aims to
double the amount of production.
As a consequence of its short coastline
and the intrusion on its territorial waters of
Bioko Island, which belongs to Equatorial
Guinea, Cameroon’s fishing industry is
underdeveloped. Offshore waters are not
well stocked, as the currents which pro-
vide richer fishing grounds off Nigeria and
other parts of West Africa do not flow
close to Cameroon’s coastline. Neverthe-
less, catches of both freshwater and ma-
rine fish have been steadily increasing in
recent years.
Fisheries legislation in Cameroon contains
specific clauses dealing with the
aquaculture sector, covering issues re-
lated to registration and licensing, and the
export/import of fish species. It aims to
improve artisanal fishing methods, preser-
vation and processing of fishery products.
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While the country is well-forested, with
more than 40 per cent forest cover and
an additional 30 per cent of other
wooded land, unsustainable deforestation
led to the loss of 222,000 hectares be-
tween 1990–2000. Nevertheless Camer-
oon is the second-largest area of tropical
rainforest in Africa after the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC). It is one of Af-
rica’s leading producers and exporters of
tropical logs and sawn timber; smaller
quantities of veneer and plywood are also
exported. Important non-wood forest
products include medicinal plants, nuts,
wild fruits, rattan and bushmeat.
Three-quarters of Cameroon’s forestry ex-
ports consist of industrial roundwood, with
sawnwood accounting for another 18 per
cent. Forestry imports to Cameroon are
composed almost exclusively of paper
and paperboard, totalling 96.5 per cent
of forestry imports.

Industry and manufacturing
The industrial sector has been contracting
and accounted for only 15.6 per cent of
GDP in 2004, while services accounted
for 40.5 per cent. However, the agri-in-
dustrial sub-sector has been growing,
gradually substituting imports with domes-
tically produced goods. The sector em-
ploys around 10 per cent of the
workforce. Industrial output accounts for
25 per cent of Cameroon’s exports.
The government has been a major partici-
pant in the industrial sector, mainly
through the Société Nationale
d’Investissement (SNI) (National Invest-
ment Agency), however economic impera-
tives have required that public entities
become market driven and private enter-
prise has yet to become competitive. The
Technical Commission for the Rehabilita-
tion of Public Enterprises oversees
privatisation and restructuring of all
state-owned companies.
Industrial production increased by 7.2 per
cent in 2004.

Tourism
Cameroon has rain forests with lakes and
waterfalls, ocean shorelines, cities and the
western highlands, home to several en-
dangered primates, including gorillas, the
common chimpanzee and monkeys. Al-
though tourism is still an undeveloped in-
dustry, it is growing and the government is
enthusiastic about promoting eco-tourism
that combines revenue from tourism with
conservation. The Dja Faunal Reserve is
one of the best-protected rainforests in Af-
rica, with 90 per cent of its area (5,260
square km) left undisturbed, according the
Unesco, which has included it on its
World Heritage List since 1987. The capi-
tal, Yaoundé is home to several museums
and national monuments and the second
(but largest) city, Douala, is a major port

and commercial capital, and is the main
destination for most business travellers.
Travel and tourism accounts for around
5.5 per cent of GDP, and typically pro-
vides over US$1 billion in total contribu-
tion to GDP. The sector also provides
around 4.5 per cent of total employment,
at around 200,000 jobs. Travel and tour-
ism was affected by the global economic
crisis and visitor numbers fell from 2007.
Despite a significant fall in visitor revenue
in 2008 – US$167 million, down from
US$254 million in 2007 (a fall of 41.8
per cent) – since then visitor numbers
have recovered and have continued to
grow so that by 2011 the estimated visitor
revenue was US$290 million.
The biggest challenge for the government
is to provide the infrastructure, particularly
in the east and south, to allow growth in
tourism in these areas.

Environment
Cameroon’s tropical forest is the largest
in-tact rainforest in the world but it is be-
ing exploited at a faster rate than is sus-
tainable threatening the habitat of
numerous species and the long-term exis-
tence of elephants and gorillas.
As the forests have become more accessi-
ble, poachers are shooting antelope,
chimpanzees and gorillas, for commercial
purposes. In June 2006, as part of its
commitment to debt relief, the French
government agreed to invest in the con-
servation of Cameroon’s natural re-
sources, to include better management of
protected areas, wildlife and forest
production.
In October 2005 a UN inspection team
warned that a natural dam in the
north-west province was in imminent dan-
ger of collapsing and flooding the Nyos
Valley. The cost to repair the dam is esti-
mated at US$15 million.

Mining
The mining sector accounts for around 10
per cent of GDP and employs 2 per cent
of the workforce. Bauxite deposits of some
1,100 million tonnes at Adamaoua Prov-
ince have been identified but remain un-
exploited, although an upturn in world
aluminium prices encouraged Société des
Bauxitese de Cameroun (SBC) to begin
mining operations. There are deposits of
iron ore at Kribi (reserves estimated at
197 million tonnes), and potential re-
serves of gold, diamonds, uranium, rutile,
industrial clays and low-grade nickel and
cobalt. Tin is mined on a very small scale.
Investment by large mining companies is
needed to exploit underground riches.

Hydrocarbons
Proven oil reserves were 200 million bar-
rels in 2008, located offshore in the Niger
Delta in Rio del Rey Basin. With

production at 81,330 barrels per day
(bpd) and consumption at 26,000bpd,
Cameroon is a net exporter of oil. Stocks
have been declining since the 1980s and
without finding further oil fields it could
become a net importer by 2020.
The state-owned Société Nationale des
Hydrocarbures (SNH) is responsible for
exploration and production of Camer-
oon’s oil assets and has undertaken joint
exploration projects with international oil
companies.
Cameroon and Chad jointly operate the
1,080km Chad-Cameroon pipeline pro-
ject (CCPP), with a capacity of
225,000bpd, transporting Chadian oil to
the Cameroon Kribi port terminal. There
is one refinery in Limbe with a capacity of
42,000bpd with plans to upgrade the fa-
cility and refine crude oil from regional oil
producers. A contract, to revamp much of
the Limbe refinery and upgrade to include
a power generator and related facilities,
was let in June 2010.
Proven natural gas reserves were 110 bil-
lion cubic metres (cum) in 2008, with pro-
duction at 28 million cum which is entirely
consumed domestically. Construction of
the Logbaba gas and condensate facilities
near Douala are almost complete and the
UK-based Victoria Oil and Gas company
expects commercial production to begin
by January 2012. Initial production is set
for 226.4 million cubic metres (cum) of
gas per day, rising to 1.24 billion cum by
2014; at full capacity the plant will pro-
duce 1.69 billion cum.
The industry is still in its early stage of de-
velopment and should take off dramati-
cally since the territorial dispute with
Nigeria over the Bakassi Peninsula was
resolved in Cameroon’s favour in 2007.
The Bakassi Peninsula is estimated by
some analysts to hold some 10 per cent
of world oil and gas reserves. The govern-
ment also believes there is considerable
potential in two largely unexplored areas
– the Logone Birni and Douala basins –
and is also hoping for the discovery of big
offshore finds. However, the coastline is
limited and the country’s maritime area is
small.
Commercial quantities of coal are neither
produced nor imported.

Energy
Total generation capacity was 875MW in
2007, nearly 90 per cent of which is hy-
droelectric. Although Cameroon has the
second largest hydroelectric power poten-
tial in Africa (after the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo), its hydro plants are old,
having been built mainly in the 1950s,
and operate well below capacity. There-
fore, gas may have a more immediate in-
fluence on power generation as an
alternative source of power, especially in
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the dry season. Cameroon expects its de-
mand for power to double in the course
of the next decade. There are four opera-
tional hydroelectric power stations includ-
ing Edéa, Lagdo, Song-Loulou and
Memve’ele.
The utility Société Nationale d’Electricité
du Cameroun (AES-Sonel) is 51 per cent
owned by the US’s AES Corporation.
AES-Sonel managed generation and dis-
tribution to over 500,000 customers,
which is around 2 per cent of the popula-
tion, who have access to electricity sup-
plies; only 9 per cent of the capital’s
potential consumers use electricity. The
remainder of the population relies on
wood fuel as their primary source of
energy.
To comply with a World Bank loan to de-
velop the electricity sector emphasis on
sustainable energy has increased. The Ex-
port-Import Bank of India agreed to lend
Cameroon US$251.5 million, which re-
sulted in a contract whereby the Indian
engineering firm Angelique International
will build two hydropower stations and
drinking water and sanitation projects.

Financial markets
Stock exchange
Doula Stock Exchange (DSX)

Banking and insurance
Cameroon’s banking sector has become
significantly stronger as the result of
IMF-led restructuring, but is still poorly de-
veloped. The last state-owned bank in
Cameroon was bought by a French bank-
ing company in 1999. Cameroon’s larg-
est bank is the Société Générale de
Banques au Cameroun (SGBC). The com-
mercial banking sector is made up of nine
commercial banks with 60 branches, but
suffers from a lack of available capital, an
unwillingness to take risks and outdated
products.
Central bank
Banque des Etats de l’Afrique Centrale
Main financial centre
Douala

Time
GMT plus one hour

Geography
Cameroon lies on the Gulf of Guinea. Ni-
geria is to the west, Chad and the Central
African Republic to the north-east and
east, and the Republic of Congo, Gabon
and Equatorial Guinea to the south.
The country can be divided into four main
regions. The coastal plain is tropical but
tempered by the effects of the sea. The
tropical plateau in the south is heavily for-
ested and cut through by a number of
rivers flowing west into the Bight of Biafra
or south-east to join the River Congo. The
Adamawa and Bamenda highlands rise to
2,500 metres and are drier and cooler

than the forest areas. The highlands are
volcanic in origin, and include Mount
Cameroon (4,070 metres). The savannah
grasslands to the north lie between Nige-
ria and Chad, and stretch northwards to
Lake Chad.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
In the north the single wet season is be-
tween April and September, and there is a
dry season during the rest of the year.
It is tropical in the south with fairly con-
stant average temperatures throughout
the year, ranging between 18 degrees
Celsius (C) at night and 30–32 degrees C
during the day. In the south rainfall is dis-
tributed throughout the year with two wet
seasons and two dry seasons.

Dress codes
Tropical clothes are advised, with warmer
clothes required for the higher altitudes.
Lightweight raincoats are recommended
for the rainy season.

Entry requirements
Passports
Passports are required by all and should
be valid for at least six months from date
of arrival.
Visa
Required by all, except nationals of Cen-
tral African Republic, Chad, Mali and Ni-
geria. Nationals of countries without
Cameroonian diplomatic representation
may be issued with a visa on arrival. A
business visa requires a letter from appli-
cant’s company outlining purpose of visit
and a letter from business partners in
Cameroon (endorsed by the local police),
plus a full itinerary.
An onward/return ticket and proof of suffi-
cient funds are required.
Currency advice/regulations
There are no restrictions on the import or
export of foreign currency.
Local currency import is limited to
CFAf20,000 (approximately US$35) and
export is limited to CFAf20,000 for tour-
ists and CFAf45,000 (approximately
US$80) for business purposes. Travellers
cheques are accepted, but cash is
advised.
Prohibited imports
Pornographic materials, illegal drugs,
weapons and ammunitions may not be
brought into Cameroon. Alcohol and
other spirits (maximum 30 bottles) should
be sent separately.
An invoice must accompany all furniture
and electrical appliances to prove that
they are more than six months old. Newer
items are subject to customs duties and
taxes. Home computers do not qualify as
personal effects, and are subject to cus-
toms duties and taxes.

Health (for visitors)
Mandatory precautions
An international certificate of vaccination
against yellow fever.
Advisable precautions
The principal health hazards are cholera,
malaria and HIV. Vaccination against tet-
anus, typhoid, polio, meningitis, and hep-
atitis A and B are all advisable. Rabies
and bilharzia also occur, and necessary
precautions should be taken. Avoid swim-
ming in fresh water; well-chlorinated
swimming pools should be safe. Bottled
water is readily available. Milk is
unpasteurised and should be boiled; meat
and vegetables should be cooked and
fruit peeled.
Medical care is adequate, but can be
expensive.

Hotels
Good hotel accommodation is available
in main centres. Service charges usually
added to bill.

Credit cards
There is limited acceptance of the major
credit cards only.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 11 Feb (Youth
Day), 1 May (Labour Day), 20 May (Na-
tional Day), 21 May (Sheep Festival), 15
Aug (Assumption Day), 1 Oct (Unification
Day), 25 Dec (Christmas Day).
Variable dates
Good Friday, Easter Monday, Ascension
Day, Eid al Adha, Eid al Fitr, Birth of the
Prophet.
Islamic year 1435 (5 Nov 2013–24
Oct 2014):: The Islamic year contains
354 or 355 days, with the result that Mus-
lim feasts advance by 10–12 days against
the Gregorian calendar. Dates of feasts
vary according to the sighting of the new
moon, so cannot be forecast exactly.

Working hours
Different hours are kept in the
French-speaking (including Yaoundé and
Douala) and English-speaking areas
(south-west and north-west frontier areas)
of Cameroon.
Banking
French-speaking areas: Mon—Fri:
0800—1200 and 1515—1630.
English-speaking areas: Mon—Fri:
0800—1330.
Business
French-speaking areas: Mon—Fri:
0730—1200 and 1430—1800.
English-speaking areas: Mon—Fri:
0730—1500; Sat: 0730—1200.
Government
French-speaking areas: Mon—Fri:
0730—1200 and 1430—1800.
English-speaking areas: Mon—Fri:
0730—1500; Sat: 0730—1200.
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Shops
French-speaking areas: Mon—Sat:
0700/0800—1230 and
1430/1500—1830/1900.
English-speaking areas: Mon—Sat:
0700/0800—1200 and
1430/1530—1830—1900.
Post offices:
French-speaking areas: Mon—Fri:
0800—1200 and 1400—1700; Sat:
0800—1200
English-speaking areas: Mon—Fri:
0800—1200 and 1430—1700.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
Cellular telephones services are available.

Electricity supply
220V AC, 50 cycles; plugs are of the
two-pin round type.

Social customs/useful tips
Handshaking is the customary form of
greeting. Business is conducted primarily
in English or French.
Care should be taken to respect Islamic
and other local religious practices and
conventions, and visitors should be aware
of restrictions on food and drink in Muslim
areas, particularly during the Islamic fast-
ing period of Ramadan.
Visitors should take care when photo-
graphing. It is considered polite to ask
permission to photograph traditional
dances, and it is advisable not to take pic-
tures of official buildings or military
installations.
If there is no service charge included in a
bill, gratuities in hotels and restaurants
are up to 10 per cent.

Security
Muggings and petty crime have increased
in recent years, mainly in the large cities.
It is unwise to carry valuables or large
amounts of cash in the street and thieves
should not be resisted. Armed bandit at-
tacks are a serious problem throughout
the country. Journeys should be carefully
planned and travelling in convoy is rec-
ommended. At the international airports,
to avoid luggage being stolen, care
should be taken to employ only the offi-
cial porters.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Cameroon Airlines
International airport/s: Douala Interna-
tional (DLA), 10km from the city; duty-free
shop, bars, restaurants, bank, post office
and shops.
Other airport/s: Yaoundé-Nsimalen
(YAO), 20km from the city; Garoua Inter-
national (GOU), 6km from the city, also
accept international flights.
Airport tax: Approximately US$18.

Surface
Road: Road access is possible from Nige-
ria, Chad, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea
and the Central African Republic. These
routes are rough and may become im-
passable during rainy seasons. Bush taxis
and minibuses are available. Armed ban-
ditry is a problem in the area bordering
the Central African Republic and in other
parts of Cameroon.
Rail: Rail access is available from
N’Gaoundal and Belabo in the Central
African Republic.
Water: There are two boats a day from
Calabar (Nigeria) across the Cross River
to Oron, and from Ikang (Nigeria) there
are speedboats to Ekondo Titi.
Douala offers more freight links with Eu-
rope than other Central African ports.
Cameroon Shipping Lines (Camshiplines)
maintains an office in Paris.
Main port/s: Douala. Other ports are at
Limbe, Kribi and Garoua (on the River
Bénoué), which handle river trade during
the dry season.

Getting about
National transport
Air: Cameroon Airlines operates domestic
services between the main cities, including
several daily flights between Yaoundé and
Douala. Early arrival at the airport termi-
nal is advisable, as overbookings are
common. However, air services are gen-
erally efficient and certainly the fastest
means of travelling within Cameroon.
Road: Cameroon’s road network totals
31,800km of roads. Surfaced roads run
between main centres although there are
no tarmac road links between Yaoundé
and Ngaoundéré. Major routes are from
Douala to Limbé, Buea, Bafoussam,
Sangmelima, Bamenda and Yaoundé
(all-weather road). Most other roads are
unsurfaced and are often impassable dur-
ing rainy season.
Buses: There are coach services between
the main centres. Connections to rural ar-
eas are unreliable, dangerous and subject
to suspension in the rainy season.
Rail: The track network extends 1,168km.
Cameroon Railways (Camrail) links
Kumba, Douala, Yaoundé and
Ngaoundéré. An overnight service runs
from Yaoundé to Ngaoundéré (12 hours).
Second-class travel is cheap but uncom-
fortable. Sleeping facilities are available
on some trains. There is an express
three-hour service between Yaoundé and
Douala with good facilities.
City transport
Taxis: Taxis are not metered but have a
minimum fare and fixed prices. Long jour-
neys and daily hire should be negotiated.
A 10 per cent tip is optional. There are
taxis from the airport to Douala city
centre.

Car hire
Chauffeur- or self-driven cars are avail-
able in Yaoundé and Douala, but can be
expensive. An international driving licence
is required.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling code
(IDD) for Cameroon is +237 followed by
the subscriber’s number.

Useful telephone numbers
Police:17
Fire:18
Ambulance:23-40-20

Chambers of Commerce
Cameroon Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustry and Mines, Rue de Chambre de
Commerce, PO Box 4011, Douala
(tel:342-6855; fax: 342-5596; e-mail:
cride-g77@camnet.cm).

Banking
Amity Bank Cameroon, PO Box 2705,
Douala (tel: 432-055; fax: 432-046).

Banque Internationale pour le Commerce
et l’Industrie du Cameroun (BICIC), PO
Box 1925, Avenue du
Général-de-Gaulle, Douala (tel:
428-431, 420-001; fax: 424-184,
424-116).

Commercial Bank of Cameroon, PO Box
4004, Douala (tel: 420-202; fax:
433-802).

First Investment Bank; PO Box 13276,
Douala (tel: 431-304; fax: 428-423).

International Bank of Africa-Cameroon,
PO Box 3300, Douala (tel: 428-422; fax:
428-423).

Société Générale de Banques au
Cameroun, PO Box 4042, 78 Rue Joss,
Douala (tel: 427-010, 427-004; fax:
430-353) .

Standard Chartered Bank Cameroon, PO
Box 1784, Boulevard de la Liberté,
Douala (tel: 424-191; fax: 422-789).

Central bank
Banque des États de l’Afrique Centrale,
Direction Nationale, PO Box 83,
Yaoundé (tel: 223-0511; fax: 223-3380;
e-mail: beacyde@beac.int).

Stock exchange
Doula Stock Exchange (DSX)

www.douala-stock-exchange.com
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Travel information
Cameroon Airlines, Littoral BP 4092, 3
Avenue General de Gaulle, Douala (tel:
422-525, 424-949; fax: 422-487,
423-459).

Douala International Airport, BP 3131,
Douala (tel: 423-630, 423-577; fax:
423-758).

Ministry of tourism
Ministry of Tourism, Yaoundé (tel:
223-353, 235-258; fax: 221-295).

National tourist organisation offices
Société Camerounaise de Tourisme
(Socatour), BP 7138, Yaoundé (tel:
233-219).

Ministries
Ministry of Agriculture, Yaoundé (tel:
234-085, 225-166, 231-190).

Ministry of Communications, Yaoundé
(tel: 234-075; 223-155, 233-974).

Ministry of External relations, Yaoundé
(tel: 220-133).

Ministry of Economy and Finance, BP 18,
Yaoundé (tel: 234-000, 232-299).

Ministry of Environment and Forestry, BP
14276, Yaoundé (tel: 229-483,
221-225).

Ministry of Industrial and Commercial De-
velopment, Yaoundé (tel: 234-040,
225-085).

Ministry of Culture, Yaoundé (tel:
223-155, 233-974).

Ministry of Livestock, Fisheries and Animal
Industries, Yaoundé (tel: 223-311,
220-443).

Ministry of Mines, Water and Energy,
Yaoundé (tel: 233-404).

Ministry of Post and Telecommunications,
Yaoundé (tel: 234-016; fax: 223-497).

Ministry of Public Works and Transport,
Yaoundé (tel: 232-236).

Other useful addresses
British Embassy, Avenue Winston Chur-
chill, BP 547, Yaoundé (tel: 220-545,
220-796; fax: 220-148).

Cameroon Development Corporation
(CDC), BP 28, Bota, Limbe (tel:
332-251).

Cameroon Embassy (USA), 2349 Massa-
chusetts Avenue, NW, Washington DC
20008 (tel: 202-265-8790; fax:
202-387-3826; e-mail:
info@ambacam-usa.org).

Cameroon Press and Publishing Co, BP
1218, Yaoundé (tel: 234-012).

Cameroon Telecommunications, BP
1571, Yaoundé (tel: 234-065; fax:
230-303).

Commission Technique de la Mission de
Réhabilitation des Entreprises due Secteur
Public et Parapublic, SNI Building, 9th
Floor, Yaoundé (tel: 239-750; fax:
235-108).

Centre National d’Assistance aux Petites
et Moyennes Entreprises, BP 1377,
Douala (tel: 425-858).

Centre National du Commerce Exterieur
(CNCE), BP 2461, Douala (tel:
421-685).

Department of Statistics, BP 25, Yaoundé
(tel: 220-788).

EU Delegate, BP 847, Yaoundé (tel:
221-387, 222-149).

FEICOM (Special Equipment and
Intercommunity Intervention Fund), BP
718 Yaoundé (tel/fax: 231-759).

National Tenders Board, Mballa II, 4th
Floor, PO Box 6604, Yaoundé (tel:
201-803; fax: 206-042; e-mail:
DGTC@GCNET.CM).

Office National du Café et du Cacao
(ONCC), BP 378, Douala (tel: 426-776,
425-088) – sole marketing agency for co-
coa, coffee, cotton, groundnuts, palm
kernels.

Office de Radiodiffusion-Télévision
Camerounaise (CRTV), BP 1634,
Yaoundé (tel: 234-088).

Regifercam, BP 304, Douala (tel:
407-159; fax: 423-205).

Société Camerounaise des Depots
Petroliers, Siège Social BP 2271, Douala
(tel: 405-445; fax: 404-796).

Société de Développement du Cacao
SODECAO), BP 1651, Yaoundé (tel:
220-991).

Société de Développement du Coton,
Headquarters, BP 302, Garoua (tel:
271-556; fax: 272-068).

Société Nationale des Eaux du
Cameroun, BP 157 Douala (tel:
433-066, 430-067; fax: 422-945).

Société Nationale de Raffinage, Cape
Limboh, PO Box 365, Limbe (tel:
423-815, 423-817; fax: 423-444,
424-199).

Société Nationale d’Investissement, BP
423, Place de la Poste, Yaoundé (tel:
224-499, 224-422).

Société de Recouvrement des Créances
du Cameroun, BP 11991, Yaoundé (tel:
223-739, 220-911, 230-067; fax:
233-833).

Sydicate of Wood Producers and Export-
ers (SPEBC), BP 2064, Douala (tel/fax:
428-617).

Syndicat des Commerçants, Importateurs
et Exportateurs du Cameroun (SCIEC), BP
562, Douala (tel: 420-304).

Syndicat des Industriels du Cameroun, BP
1516, Yaoundé (tel: 222-468; BP 673,
Douala (tel: 423-058).

Technical Committee for Privatisation and
Liquidations, SNI Building, 9th Floor,
Yaoundé (tel: 239-750; fax: 235-108).

US Embassy, rue Nachtigal, BP 817,
Yaoundé (tel: 234-014).

Other news agencies: Africa News
Agency: www.africanewsagency.co.uk

APA: www.apanews.net

Panapress: www.panapress.com

Internet sites
Africa Business Network: www.ifc.org/abn
AllAfrica.com: allafrica.com

African Development Bank: www.afdb.org

Africa Online: www.africaonline.com

Mbendi AfroPaedia (information on com-
panies, countries, industries and stock ex-
changes in Africa): mbendi.co.za
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