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I
n the July 2013 elections, Cambodia’s
long-serving, often authoritarian prime
minister, Hun Sen, leader of the

Kanakpak Pracheachon Kâmpuchéa
(KPK) (Cambodian People’s Party) (and
one time Khmer Rouge cadre), was elected
to a further five-year term in office. This,
despite a deadlock with the opposition
Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP),
which refused to attend the National As-
sembly in protest over alleged electoral
cheating. In the hours following closure of
polling stations, the CPP claimed to have
won 68 parliamentary seats, to the opposi-
tion’s 55. However, the leader of the oppo-
sition CNRP, Sam Rainsy insisted that the
result was 63–60 in his favour, calling for
an independent commission to investigate
poll irregularities. In terms of votes, the ini-
tial results suggested According to prelimi-
nary official results, the CPP won 3.2
million votes, compared with 2.9 million
for the CNRP.

Mr Hun Seng hangs in

Unlike election results in most developed
countries, in Cambodia the electorate nor-
mally has to wait a month or so for the of-
ficial results. The odds were in favour of
Mr Hun Sen being awarded the election
despite CNRP claims that there had been
irregularities in the voting. However, the
US based Human Rights Watch (HRW)
endorsed the CNRP’s concerns, stating
that ‘Senior ruling party officials appear
to have been involved in issuing fake elec-
tion documents and fraudulently register-
ing voters in multiple provinces.’
Cambodia’s parliament was not expected
to sit until September 2013, two months
after the elections. In the interim, rallies in
Phnom Penh saw a turnout of thousands,
gathered to protest at the election out-
come. The astute leader of the opposition,
Sam Rainsy had promised the protest
would be peaceful, leading the
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Preah
Réachéanachâkr Kâmpuchéa (The
Kingdom of Cambodia)

Head of State: King Norodom
Sihamoni (crowned 2004)

Head of government: Prime Minister
Hun Sen (KPK) (since 1985;
re-elected Jul 2013)

Ruling party: Kanakpak
Pracheachon Kâmpuchéa (KPK)
(Cambodian People’s Party)
(re-elected 28 Jul 2013)

Area: 181,035 square km

Population: 15.25 million (2012)*

Capital: Phnom Penh

Official language: Khmer

Currency: Riel (R) = 100 sen

Exchange rate: R4,089.00 per US$
(Jul 2013)

GDP per capita: US$934 (2012)*

GDP real growth: 6.45% (2012)*

GDP: US$14.24 billion (2012)*

Labour force: 8.80 million (2010)

Inflation: 2.92% (2012)*

Balance of trade: -US$1.95 billion
(2012)*

* estimated figure
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government to accuse him of seeking to
foment rebellion. The London BBC noted
that Mr Hun Sen, who is aged 61, had gov-
erned Cambodia for 28 years and has
promised to stay in power until he is in his
seventies.

End of an era
The death, on 15 October 2012 of Cambo-
dia’s ex-king, Norodom Sihanouk,
marked the end of an era for the country.
Such was the perceived importance of the
ex-king’s death while in Beijing, that the
Pnom Penh government asked all Cambo-
dia’s radio and television broadcasting
stations to suspend broadcasting for a
week to mark the event. The king’s body
lay in state in the grounds of the royal pal-
ace in Phnom Penh for no less than three
months. His body was then cremated on
the Veal Men esplanade adjoining the
palace.

Sihanouk had an unrivalled, iconic im-
portance in South-east Asia. He had seen
his country struggle under three colonial
powers (France, Japan and Vietnam) as
well as under the chilling Khmer Rouge.
Described in a BBC obituary as ‘unpre-
dictable, ebullient, mercurial, autocratic
and self-indulgent,’ Sihanouk was mar-
ried six times and was reportedly the fa-
ther of at least 14 children. Obituaries
referred to his ability as a saxophone
player, a song writer, a film maker as well
as an eccentric bon vivant with a taste for
French food and wine. Despite his politi-
cal activities, as one report politely de-
scribed him, ‘Sihanouk was never afraid
of appearing eccentric’. In his days in

power – for the best part of half a century
he had been an important figure not only
on and off the Cambodian stage, but also
on that of South-east Asia; the King had
presented himself as something of a be-
nevolent patriarch, referring to his sub-
jects as his ‘children’ (‘kaun chau’). Many
Cambodians, it seems, continued to refer
to him as the roi pere even after his abdi-
cation, in 2004, in favour of his son
Norodom Sihamoni.

Khmer Rouge legacy
The painstaking process of rebuilding
Cambodia after the outrages of the Khmer
Rouge era still continues in the
twenty-first century. Democracy may
have a foothold, but there are still regular
reports of intimidation and political vio-
lence. One running complaint is the con-
cern over land disputes – generally better
described as ‘land grabs’ between rural
residents and international companies
pursuing profit at any cost. Such is the
weakness of Cambodia’s legal framework
that little is done to redress grievances of
this nature. In the view of many legal ex-
perts, these land disputes are a legacy of
the Khmer Rouge days, when private land
ownership was abolished and whole local
populations relocated. Increased demand
for land, due to rapid growth, has exacer-
bated the situation; disputes in urban areas
have inevitably escalated reflecting in-
creased land values.

None the less, the Cambodian govern-
ment has been striving to develop appro-
priate legislation in a number of areas,
ideally to strengthen Cambodia’s judicial

system and address inconsistencies in ap-
plication of the law. Cambodian police
and security forces can, in principle, be
prosecuted for criminal activity. In 2010
Cambodia’s National Assembly had
unanimously passed the long-awaited
anti-corruption law.

Political turbulence
Democracy’s fundaments are not strong
in Cambodia. In April 1975 Phnom Penh
abjectly surrendered to the Khmer Rouge,
led by Pol Pot There followed the imposi-
tion of a radical and brutal policy euphe-
mistically designated the ‘restructuring’
of Cambodia’s (or ‘Democratic Kampu-
chea’ as it had become) social structure.
The currency was simply abolished and
the cities were virtually emptied. Some
estimates put the number of those who
died as a result of the policies of the
Khmer Rouge as high as a quarter of Cam-
bodia’s population. Numerically, this was
far worse than anything seen in Europe in
World War II. Norodom Sihanouk briefly
played something of a cameo role when he
was allowed to return to Phnom Penh in
late 1975. Having nominally presided
over the introduction of a new constitution
in 1976 as Chief of State he resigned the
position and was then confined to the
royal palace until the overthrow of the
Khmer Rouge.

In January 1979, Vietnamese soldiers
entered Phnom Penh toppling the Pol Pot
government and established the People’s
Republic of Kampuchea (PRK), led by
former KR officer Heng Samrin, who had
fled to Vietnam in 1978 and Pen Sovan
(until the latter’s downfall in 1981). Hun
Sen, a former regimental KR commander
(who fled to Vietnam in 1977) became
foreign minister and in 1985, at the age of
33, became prime minister in the govern-
ment of the PRK in which his party, the
KPK held power. In September 1989
Vietnam withdrew its troops from Cam-
bodia under international pressure and the
PRK was renamed the State of Cambodia
(SOC).

The economy
According to the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) in its 2013 Asian Develop-

ment Outlook Cambodia’s gross domestic
product (GDP) growth picked up to 7.2
per cent in 2012, driven by robust con-
sumption and investment. Consumption
expanded by an estimated 9.5 per cent and
made the biggest contribution to GDP
growth from the demand side. Gross fixed
investment increased by 30 per cent,
spurred by a surge in foreign direct
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KEY INDICATORS Cambodia

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m 13.39 *14.81 *14.95 *15.10 *15.25

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 11.30 10.80 11.30 12.90 *14.24

GDP per capita US$ 825 775 753 852 *934

GDP real growth % 6.7 0.1 6.0 6.1 *6.5

Inflation % 25.0 -0.7 4.0 5.5 *2.9

Industrial output % change 4.1 -9.5 13.6 – –

Agricultural output % change 5.7 5.4 4.0 – –

Exports (fob) (goods) US$m 4,708.0 4,301.8 5,219.5 – 6,016.0

Imports (fob) (goods) US$m 6,533.6 5,875.8 6,709.1 – 7,965.0

Balance of trade US$m -1,825.8 -1,573.9 -1,489.6 – -1,949.0

Current account US$m -1,216.0 -865.6 -441.0 -1,040.0 *-1,431.0

Total reserves minus
gold US$m 2,291.6 2,851.1 3,255.1 3,430.1 4,267.0

Foreign exchange US$m 2,291.4 2,743.7 3,149.7 3,320.6 4,162.0

Exchange rate per US$ 4,054.00 4,139.00 4,184.90 4,040.33 4,007.00

* estimated figure
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investment (FDI) and higher bank lend-
ing. However, net exports dragged on
GDP growth as they fell, partly reflecting
elevated imports needed for power-gener-
ation projects. The service sector ex-
panded by an estimated 8 per cent and was
the main source of GDP growth from the
production side.

Strong growth in tourism and resur-
gence in real estate activity bolstered this
sector. Assisted by more direct flights,
tourist arrivals rose by 24.4 per cent to 3.6
million and tourism receipts grew by 15.6
per cent to US$2.2 billion. Growth in the
industry sector moderated from the previ-
ous year’s pace to just over 9 per cent in
2012. Exports of garments and footwear
to the US, Cambodia’s top export market,
fell by 1.8 per cent to US$2.6 billion, al-
though those to the European Union (EU)
rose by 10.8 per cent to US$1.8 billion. In-
dustry sector growth was supported by a 5
per cent increase in exports of milled rice
to 187,000 tons, mostly to the EU. Con-
struction accelerated as building project
approvals nearly doubled to US$2.1 bil-
lion for the year. Agricultural production
increased by an estimated 4 per cent, de-
spite floods in some provinces and dry
weather in others. Output of crop produc-
tion, mainly paddy rice, rose by 4.3 per
cent and fishery yields increased by 6 per
cent. A moderation in food prices brought
down inflation from 5.8 per cent in Janu-
ary 2012 to 2.6 per cent in December.
Food comprises 43 per cent of the con-
sumer price index. Year-average inflation
decelerated to 2.9 per cent.

The government continued to rein in its
fiscal deficit, which had widened sharply
in 2009 to 8.6 per cent of GDP. The fiscal
gap, excluding grants, narrowed in 2012
to an estimated 5.2 per cent of GDP. Do-
mestic revenue increased to 14.5 per cent
of GDP from 13.2 per cent in the previous
year, thanks to improved revenue collec-
tion and buoyant economic activity. Gov-
ernment spending was contained at 19.7
per cent of GDP, down from 20.7 per cent
in 2011. Income from external grants and
concessional loans amounted to 5.8 per
cent of GDP, so the government was able
to replenish its savings by the equivalent
of 0.6 per cent of GDP after running down
its deposits over the previous 3 years.

Acccording to the ADB, growth in
credit to the private sector accelerated to
34.1 per cent in 2012. Concerned about
this rapid pace, the central bank raised the
reserve requirement for foreign currency
deposits in commercial banks by 50 basis
points to 12.5 per cent in September 2012.
The ratio of private sector credit to GDP

jumped to 41.6 per cent, well above the
median for low-income countries. Re-
flecting a deepening of the financial sys-
tem, the ratio of broad money to GDP rose
to 50.5 per cent from 45.4 per cent in
2011. The Cambodian riel appreciated by
an average of 0.8 per cent against the US
dollar in 2012.

Merchandise exports, mainly garments,
footwear and rice, rose in US dollar terms
by an estimated 11.4 per cent. Imports,
bolstered by purchases of construction
materials for power plants and other pro-
jects, rose by 17.0 per cent. As the mer-
chandise trade gap widened, so did the
current account deficit, to 11.6 per cent of
GDP if official transfers are excluded. The
deficit was fully financed by FDI and offi-
cial loans and grants. Net FDI surged by
an impressive 75 per cent to US$1.5 bil-
lion, contributing to an increase in gross
official reserves to US$3.5 billion, which
covers 4.4 months of imports.

An International Monetary Fund (IMF)
analysis of debt sustainability published
in 2013 saw Cambodia at low risk of debt
distress. It cautioned that structural reform
and revenue mobilisation, as well as the
careful management of potential contin-
gent liabilities from power-generation
projects, will be important to ensuring
long-term debt sustainability. Poverty in-
cidence likely fell below 20 per cent, sur-
passing the official target to reduce
poverty by half from levels in the early
1990s. This reduction had been achieved
through sustained economic growth, with
a particularly good performance in
agriculture.

The ADB projects Cambodia’s eco-
nomic growth is forecast at 7.2 per cent in
2013, picking up to 7.5 per cent in 2014 as
the hoped for recovery in Europe and the
US takes hold. European demand for
Cambodian garments and footwear is ex-
pected to maintain good growth, sup-
ported by duty-free access to the EU.
Shipments to the US will likely be sub-
dued in 2013 but should pick up after that.
Increased foreign investment is funding
new industries, including the manufacture
of automotive parts and processing of ag-
ricultural products, as well as diversifying
garment production into higher-value
products. The surge in building approvals
seen in 2012 boded well for the construc-
tion industry. The timing of offshore oil
exploitation is unclear.

Industry as a whole is expected to ex-
pand by 10.5 per cent in 2013 and the ser-
vice sector by 7 per cent. Growth in
tourism is benefiting the hotel, restaurant,
retailing and transport and

communications sub-sectors. Buoyant
property development stimulates growth
in finance and real estate services. Agri-
culture will likely grow by about 4 per
cent, assuming favourable weather. The
government is supporting paddy produc-
tion and exports of milled rice.

Fiscal consolidation looks set to con-
tinue in 2013, as the government targets a
narrower fiscal deficit at 5.1 per cent of
GDP, to be funded by external grants and
loans. Nevertheless, public spending
picked up ahead of national elections in
July 2013, making fiscal consolidation
more difficult. The stock of government
deposits in the banking system – the coun-
try’s buffer to deal with shocks – is likely
to increase to 4.6 per cent of GDP, com-
pared with 8 per cent in 2008.

Risk assessment
Politics Fair
Economy Good
Regional stability Fair/Good

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
1863 Cambodia was made a French
Protectorate.
1941 Prince Norodom Sihanouk became
King. Cambodia was occupied by the
Japanese during the Second World War.
1945 Japanese occupation ended.
1946 France re-imposed its protectorate.
A new constitution permitted Cambodians
to form political parties. Communist guer-
rillas began an insurgency against French
rule.
1953 Cambodia became independent
with King Sihanouk as head of state.
1955 Sihanouk abdicated to pursue a po-
litical career as prime minister. His father,
Norodom Suramarit, became King.
1960 King Suramarit died and Sihanouk
became head of state.
1965 Sihanouk cut off relations with the
US and gave support to North Vietnamese
guerrillas fighting the US-backed regime
in South Vietnam.
1969 The US began bombing Cambodia.
1970 Sihanouk was overthrown in a
US-backed coup. General Lon Nol be-
came president, proclaimed the Khmer
Republic and began fighting the North
Vietnamese in Cambodia. Sihanouk
formed a guerrilla movement, known as
the Khmer Rouge, while in exile in China.
1970–75 Civil war and intensive Ameri-
can bombing caused widespread
destruction.
1975 Lon Nol was overthrown by the
Khmer Rouge, led by Pol Pot. Sihanouk
briefly served as head of state.
1975–79 Under the Khmer Rouge re-
gime, around 1.7 million people were
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killed and towns and industry destroyed.
The cities were emptied and people were
forced into the countryside to become ag-
ricultural workers.
1976 Sihanouk was replaced by Khieu
Samphan as head of state and Pol Pot as
prime minister.
1979 The Khmer Rouge was ejected by a
Vietnamese invasion and the regime’s
policies were reversed.
1981 The pro-Vietnamese Kampuchean
People’s Revolutionary Party (KPRP) won
the elections to the National Assembly,
but the international community, led by
the US, refused to recognise the new gov-
ernment. Instead, Cambodia was repre-
sented in the UN by the Khmer Rouge.
1985 Hun Sen became prime minister.
1989 Vietnam claimed to have withdrawn
its remaining troops from the country. Hun
Sen abandoned his socialist programme
in an effort to appease the US and gain
international recognition.
1991 The signing of a peace agreement
brought to an end 13 years of civil war. A
UN transitional authority was established
to share power between the country’s vari-
ous factions. Sihanouk returned and be-
came head of state.
1993 The UN organised elections. The
Cambodian National Unity Party (Khmer
Rouge) guerrilla group boycotted the poll.
The two main parties, United National
Front for an Independent, Neutral, Peace-
ful and Co-operative Cambodia
(Funcinpec) and Kanakpak Pracheachon
Kâmpuchéa (KPK) (Cambodian People’s
Party), agreed on a joint government un-
der which they would share power. A con-
stitutional monarchy was established and,
in May, the country was renamed the
Kingdom of Cambodia. The govern-
ment-in-exile lost its seat in the UN.
1994 Thousands of Khmer Rouge fighters
surrendered after the government called
an amnesty.
1997 Second Prime Minister Hun Sen
(KPK) seized power, removing First Prime
Minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh
(Funcinpec) from office, in a move con-
demned by the international community.
1998 The Khmer Rouge founder, Pol Pot,
died. The KPK won the elections, but the
opposition parties objected saying the
election was fraudulent. A coalition gov-
ernment was formed with Funcinpec. Hun
Sen became prime minister and
Ranariddh became president of the Na-
tional Assembly.
1999 Two Khmer Rouge leaders were ar-
rested and charged with genocide.
2001 Parliament approved a law to cre-
ate a special tribunal to bring genocide
charges against Khmer Rouge leaders.
2002 The KPK scored an overwhelming
victory in the country’s first multi-party

local elections, giving it control of over 98
per cent of the country’s communes.
2003 Anti-Thai riots were set off by Thai
claims that Angkor Wat belonged to Thai-
land and not to Cambodia. The KPK was
re-elected in parliamentary elections, but
failed to secure the two-thirds majority re-
quired under the constitution to govern
alone.
2004 Two main political parties, KPK and
Funcinpec, agreed to form a coalition
government with Hun Sen remaining as
prime minister, ending a government crisis
that had crippled the kingdom for almost
a year. Cambodia became a member of
the WTO. Sihanouk went into self-im-
posed exile, first in Pyongyang, North Ko-
rea, and later to Beijing. He abdicated on
7 October. The Council of the Throne
chose Prince Norodom Sihamoni as the
new King.
2005 The UN agreed to the funding of a
tribunal to try the leaders of the Khmer
Rouge for genocide. Cambodia con-
cluded a border agreement with Vietnam.
The opposition leader, Sam Rainsy, was
convicted in absentia for defaming prime
minister Hun Sen.
2006 In the first senate elections, the rul-
ing KPK won a majority. Sam Rainsy was
given a royal pardon and returned from
exile. The royalist political party,
Funcinpec, dismissed Prince Norodom
Ranariddh as leader.
2007 Prince Ranariddh was sentenced in
absentia to 18 months in prison, for sell-
ing the headquarters of Funcinpec, for an
alleged US$3.6 million. The most senior
surviving member of the Khmer Rouge,
Nuon Chea (Brother Number Two) was
arrested and charged with crimes against
humanity. The Khmer Rouge genocide tri-
bunal began its first public hearings.
2008 The ruling KPK won a landslide vic-
tory and became the sole party in power.
Hun Sen was re-elected prime minister
unanimously (the opposition had boy-
cotted the session).
2009 Opposition parties Pak Sam Rainsy
(Sam Rainsy Party) (SRP) and Human
Rights Party (HRP) created an alliance
(Democratic Movement for Change) and
agreed not to field candidates in competi-
tion with one another. Former Khmer
Rouge leader, Kaing Guek Eav (known as
Duch), was tried for murder and the tor-
ture of at least 15,000 inmates while in
command of the notorious S-21 prison.
Twenty ethnic Uighur asylum seekers were
repatriated to China, just days before
deals worth some US$1.2 billion were
signed with the Chinese government. A
new national carrier Cambodia Angkor
Air (CAA) was launched with international
flights to Vietnam.
2010 Kaing Guek Eav was found guilty
and sentenced to 35 years in prison (

reduced to 16 years, due to time served).
He was the first Khmer Rouge official to
be convicted of the 1975–79 genocide. A
major stretch of the Pan-Asean railway
project between Phnom Penh and Touk
Meas near the Vietnam border was
opened for freight transport. Further con-
struction should connect Phnom Penh with
the port city of Sihanoukville and the bor-
ders of Thailand and Vietnam by 2013.
US$141.6 million in funding was pro-
vided by the central government, the ADB,
the Opec Fund for International Develop-
ment and the Australian and Malaysian
governments. Celebrants of the Water
Festival, crossing the overcrowded Dia-
mond Island Bridge in Phnom Penh, sud-
denly stampeded which resulted in the
deaths of 351 people and injury of more
than 700.
2011 A decision by the four-country Me-
kong River Commission to implement
plans to build the controversial Mekong
Xayaburi dam in Laos was due to be
taken in April, but following ecologically
and socially adverse reports the decision
was postponed. The Mekong River is a
food source for millions of people along
its length; the dam would reduce food
production in favour of electricity genera-
tion. Construction of a new bridge across
the Tonle Bassac River, close to Phnom
Penh began in July. Funded by China, the
bridge will connect national highways one
and two. The World Bank halted lending
in August after villages were destroyed
and thousands forcibly evicted from an
area in the centre of Phnom Penh which
had been given over to a property devel-
oper to build luxury flats. Cambodia has
become a major recipient of investment
from China and may not be too con-
cerned by the suspension of loans from
the World Bank. In November, three of
the last remaining leaders of the Khmer
Rouge were put on trial for genocide, war
crimes and crimes against humanity. They
are blamed for the deaths of up to 2.2
million people killed between 1975–79.
2012 On 26 April, Chut Wutty, a promi-
nent environmentalist was shot dead by
military police while attempting to docu-
ment illegal logging and land seizures.
The government suspended the leasing of
land for development by private compa-
nies in May, in an attempt to curb illegal
logging. In June the Norodom Ranariddh
Party (NRP) and Funcinpec failed to agree
to a merger as proposed by Prince
Norodom Ranariddh. On 10 August
Prince Norodom Ranariddh resigned from
his role in politics and leadership of the
NRP, which on 13 August changed its
name to the Nationalist Party (NP). On 16
October, former-King Norodom Sihanouk
died.
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2013 Opposition leader Sam Rainsy re-
turned to Cambodia on 19 July, having
been granted a royal pardon on 12 July
(he had been tried and sentenced in ab-
sentia in 2010 on what he said were
trumped up politically motivoted charges).
However, he was not permitted to stand in
the 28 July election. Initial results showed
the ruling KPK ahead with 68 seats and
the opposition CNRP with 55. The opposi-
tion Cambodia National Rescue Party
(CNRP) said it could not accept the results
of the election since there were a number
of irregularities in the voting. On 12 Au-
gust the National Election Committee an-
nounced the results, confirming KPK had
won a majority of the votes – 3.2 millon
votes to the opposition’s 2.9 million votes.
However, the number of seats won by
each party has yet to be confirmed. The
number of seats was announced on 8
September as 68 for the KPK and 55 for
the CNRP. On 23 September parliament
approved a new five-year term as prime
minister for Hun Sen; he was sworn in on
24 September. The opposition CNRP un-
der Sam Rainsy accused the ruling CPP of
widespread election fraud.

Political structure
July 2013
Constitution
The 1993 constitution provides for a plu-
ralistic, liberal democratic political system
and for a limited monarchy.
To govern alone, a political party is re-
quired to have a two-thirds majority.
Independence date
9 November 1953
Form of state
Multiparty liberal democracy under a con-
stitutional monarchy established in 1993.
The executive
Executive power is vested in the Council
of Ministers led by the prime minister. The
King appoints the prime minister from the
representatives of the largest party in par-
liament on the recommendation of the
president of the National Assembly.
National legislature
The bicameral parliament consists of the
Radhsphea ney Preah Recheanachakr
Kampuchea (National Assembly of Cam-
bodia) with 123 members, elected by pro-
portional representation for five-year
terms, and the Sénat (Senate).
In 2006 the first elections for the Senate
took place, whereby National Assembly
members and councillors of subordinate
assemblies voted for 54 members to rep-
resent their constituents and serve as Sen-
ators for six-year terms. In addition, two
were appointed by the monarch and two
were appointed by the National Assembly.
The Senate, led by a 12-person cabinet,
advises on all matters determined by law
and the constitution.

Legal system
The judiciary is granted independence un-
der the constitution. The Supreme Council
of the Magistracy, chaired by the King,
has the right to discipline any judge who
breaks the law, but judges cannot be dis-
missed. The King has sole authority to ap-
point judges on the advice of the Supreme
Council of the Magistracy.
Last elections
28 July 2013
Results: 28 July 2013 (National Assem-
bly): Kanakpak Pracheachon Kâmpuchéa
(KPK) (Cambodian People’s Party) 68
seats (3.2 million votes), Cambodia Na-
tional Rescue Party (CNRP) 55 (2.9 mil-
lion votes). Confirmation of the result was
delayed until 8 September after the oppo-
sition leader, Sam Rainsy, had challenged
the result.
Next elections
2018 (National Assembly); 2018 (Senate)

Political parties
Ruling party
Kanakpak Pracheachon Kâmpuchéa
(KPK) (Cambodian People’s Party)
(re-elected 28 Jul 2013)
Main opposition party
Cambodia National Rescue Party (the re-
sult of a 2012 merger between the Pak
Sam Rainsy (Sam Rainsy Party) (SRP) and
the Human Rights Party or (Kanakpak
Sethi Manus) (founded in 2007)).

Population
15.25 million (2012)*
Approximately 28 per cent of the popula-
tion live below the poverty line. About 60
per cent of the population is under 20
years of age.
Last census: 3 March 2008: 13,388,910
(provisional)
Population density: 79 inhabitants per
square km (2010). Urban population 20
per cent (2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: 2.0 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Religions
Theravada Buddhism, Christianity (Roman
Catholicism).

Education
Primary school lasts between the ages of
six and 12.
Secondary education is divided into lower
secondary and upper secondary lasting
for three years each. All students follow
the same curriculum through the six years.
Nearly 40 per cent of total expenditure in
primary schools is paid through house-
hold contributions. Public expenditure on
education typically amounts to around 3
per cent of annual gross national income.
Literacy rate: 69 per cent adult rate; 80
per cent youth rate (15–24) (Unesco
2005).

Enrolment rate: 123 per cent and 104
per cent for boys and girls respectively, to-
tal primary school enrolment of the rele-
vant age group (including repetition rates)
(World Bank).
Pupils per teacher: 44 in primary
schools.

Health
In 2009 international research showed
that there was an emergence of drug-re-
sistant malaria in western Cambodia. The
disease kills millions of people worldwide
each year and with so few effective drugs
the appearance of this new strain repre-
sents a global health catastrophe.
In 2010 the ministry of rural development
said it aimed to provide one-third of two
million rural households with access to
proper sanitation facilities by 2015. The
lack of facilities has led to one of the
highest rates of under-five mortality rates
in Asia. The NGO, International Develop-
ment Enterprises (IDE) will provide assis-
tance and work with rural communities to
educate and provide facilities for sanita-
tion and safe drinking water. Rural house-
holds will contribute to the construction of
a latrine.
HIV/Aids
In 2009, there were an estimated 63,000
people living with HIV (Unicef 2012).
HIV prevalence: 0.3 per cent aged
15–49 in 2009 (Unicef 2012)
Life expectancy: 63 years, 2010 (Unicef
2012)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
2.6 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef
2012); maternal mortality ratio 470
deaths per 100,000 live births (World
Bank).
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 40 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012); 47 per cent of children un-
der aged five are malnourished (World
Bank).

Welfare
Five Cambodian government ministries
and their departments directly or indirectly
offer social welfare support for the gen-
eral population, including people with dis-
abilities. There is provision for pensions of
disabled veterans. There are no universal
social security benefit entitlements in
Cambodia.

Main cities
Phnom Penh (capital, estimated popula-
tion 1.4 million in 2012), Ta Khmau
(205,756), Bat Dâmbâng (196,709),
Sisophon (190,349), Siem Réab
(189,292), Kâmpóng Saôm (118,699),
Preah Sihanouk (110,856).

Languages spoken
French is spoken. English is becoming the
most commonly used business language,
superseding French.
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Official language/s
Khmer

Media
Press freedom, while not guaranteed, is
practiced with the support of Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen.
Press
Dailies: In Khmer, Kaoh Santepheap
(www.kohsantepheapdaily.com.kh),
Reaksmei Kampuchea and Rasmei
Angkor. In Chinese, Jian Hua Daily
Cambodic and Con Rhuong Pao. In Eng-
lish, Cambodian Daily
(www.cambodiadaily.com).
Weeklies: In Khmer, the pro-communist
Trung Lap and Pracheachon (Communist
Party) published twice weekly. In English,
The Cambodian Magazine
(www.cambodianscene.com) and Phnom
Penh Post (www.phnompenhpost.com) is
published every Friday.
Business: In Chinese The Commercial
News (www.thecommercialnews.com),
has various news and economy articles.
Broadcasting
The unregulated ownership of satellite
dishes allows full access to domestic and
foreign broadcasts.
Radio: The National Radio of Cambodia
(NRC) operates three stations, relayed na-
tionwide and NRC International in Eng-
lish, French, Thai, Lao and Vietnamese.
There are several other private commer-
cial stations, including Radio 103 FM, Ra-
dio 97 FM, Radio 95 FM, Beehive 105
FM (www.sbk.com.kh), Bayon Radio is
part of the Bayon TV network.
Television: The National Television of
Cambodia (TVK) (www.tvk.gov.kh) is the
state broadcaster. Other, private and
commercial stations include TV3 (based in
Phnom Penh), TV5
(www.ch5cambodia.com), CTN
(www.ctncambodia.com), CTV9
(www.tv9.com.kh), Bayon TV
(www.bayontv.com.kh) and Apsara TV. All
TV stations provide satellite coverage, to
which three other foreign channels are
available.
National news agency: AKP (Agence
Kampuchea Presse)

Economy
Cambodia is, for the most part a rural,
developing country, which despite exten-
sive reforms and massive donor support,
has an economy that remains weak. Agri-
culture accounted for around 36 per cent
of GDP in 2010, and is characteristically
subsistence farming. The service sector
accounted for 40.7 per cent of GDP, con-
centrated in trading activities, and indus-
trial production was 23.3 per cent of
GDP, of which 15.6 per cent was
manufacturing.
GDP growth was 10.2 per cent in 2007,
which was mainly generated by increases

in the tourism sector and clothing manu-
facturing, but it fell to 6.7 per cent in
2008 as world commodity prices began
to rise steeply. Cambodia avoided a re-
cession, although it was weakened with
GDP growth of 0.1 per cent in 2009.
However, as global trade picked up
growth surged to 6 per cent in 2010,
which was estimated to have remained
steady at 6.1 per cent in 2011. The US
dollar has become integrated into the
economy and is interchangeable with the
domestic currency (riel).
Sustainable development is not possible
without greater private sector commitment
coupled with social programmes. The
government is in the process of improving
its trade policy machinery in expectation
of improving the prospects of its nascent
market economy. Economic growth has
been driven by increases in clothing pro-
duction (around 80 per cent of which is
exported to the US), tourism with over two
million visitors annually (over one million
people visit Angkor Wat, Cambodia’s
main tourist attraction) and agriculture
and construction activity. The infrastruc-
ture is weak and cannot provide the base
for sustained growth in all sectors.
In 2011, the UN Human Development In-
dex (HDI) ranked Cambodia 139 (out of
187) for national development in health,
education and income. Since 2000,
Cambodia’s progress has grown but has
not matched the improvement of most
countries in South Asia. In 2010, 48.4 per
cent of the population experienced at
least one indicator of poverty, while 28.3
per cent lived on less than the equivalent
of US$1.25 per day. As one of the least
developed countries in the world, per ca-
pita income was US$703 in 2009, which
was estimated to have risen to US$852 in
2011. Migrant workers provided US$338
million in remittances in 2009, which fell
to US$321 million (3 per cent of GDP) in
2010 and was estimated to have reached
US$354 million in 2011.
Despite the weakness of the economy, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
advised that further investment should be
applied to infrastructure development and
high-impact social programmes. In 2009
the government introduced a value added
tax (VAT) on electricity imports. Cambodia
is still a beneficiary of foreign assistance –
US$600 million in 2008, in grants and
concessional loans.
The major economic challenge for Cam-
bodia over the medium term will be to en-
courage private sector growth that can
create enough jobs for its young popula-
tion, while improving the living standards
of the population as a whole.

External trade
Cambodia is one of the world’s least de-
veloped countries, its export market is
dominated by the textile industry and the
cut in global trade in 2008–09 cut ex-
ports to the US.
Cambodia is a member of Asean and is
negotiating free trade arrangements with
the other regional members.
Imports
Main imports are petroleum products, ve-
hicles and machinery, construction materi-
als, energy, pharmaceutical products,
cigarettes, gold, artificial textiles and cot-
ton yarns and textiles.
Main sources: China (28.3 per cent of
total in 2011), Vietnam (14.4 per cent),
Thailand (11.8 per cent).
Exports
Major exports are clothing and footwear,
timber and rubber, precious gems, rice,
fish and tobacco.
Main destinations: US (31.4 per cent of
total in 2011), Hong Kong (17.9 per
cent), Singapore (6.6 per cent).

Agriculture
Agriculture accounts for 33 per cent of
GDP and employs around 75 per cent of
the workforce. Agriculture is hampered by
poor soil fertility and irrigation and un-
clear land-ownership rights.
The principal crop is rice (both hill and
lowland types), which is grown on 70 per
cent of the cultivated land. Rice output ac-
counts for around 17 per cent of GDP.
Only 16 per cent of rice lands are irri-
gated and there have been no large-scale
projects since the 1960s.
Other crops include rubber (a major ex-
port), maize, cassava and fruit and vege-
tables. The smuggling of rubber to
neighbouring countries, to get a better
price, is a problem. Cambodia also pro-
duces jute and sawn timber products.
Cattle stocks are improving, but fish rep-
resents the only animal protein for most
people.
Tonle Sap (Great Lake), floods during the
monsoon and is the breeding ground for
many fish. It is one of the world’s most
productive inland fisheries; it provides
around 75 per cent of the annual inland
fish catch and 60 per cent of Cambodia’s
protein intake.

Industry and manufacturing
The industrial sector accounts for 29 per
cent of GDP and employs around 20 per
cent of the workforce.
Most of what little industry Cambodia
possessed was wrecked during the 1970s
under the Khmer Rouge, particularly by
the virtual closure of the towns in the drive
to force people back to the land. Devel-
opment has been hampered by the ab-
sence of adequate transport and other
infrastructure. The manufacturing sector is
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beset by shortages of power and raw ma-
terials and by poor quality products. A
number of state factories have been
leased to the private sector since 1990
and joint ventures established in enter-
prises such as hotels, rattan, mineral wa-
ter, wood processing, a tannery, plywood,
tyres and textiles.
Industrial expansion has been led by the
growth in the garment-manufacturing sec-
tor, but the level of growth might be af-
fected by the ending of garment quotas by
the WTO in 2005. In order to offset this,
the government will need to create a
more investor-friendly environment.
In June 2009 the US removed Cambodia
from its economic black list and opened
up opportunities for bilateral trade.

Tourism
With its world renowned historic and
Unesco World Heritage Listed sites of
Angkor Wat and the Preah Vihear, Cam-
bodia offers culture and ecotourism to vis-
itors. Travel and tourism has attracted
over 10 per cent of total capital invest-
ment since 2003, focussed on the new
tourist destination of Sihanoukville on the
Gulf of Thailand, with its new airport and
direct flights from Phnom Penh on the new
national carrier, Cambodia Angkor Air
(CAA). The resort has beaches, new ho-
tels, a shopping centre and casino to at-
tract a high volume of international
visitors.
The majority of visitors come from Viet-
nam (over 18 per cent), South Korea
(over 10 per cent), and China (over 7 per
cent).
Travel and tourism began to contribute a
significant share of GDP when it jumped
from 9.8 per cent in 1999 to 14.2 per
cent in 2000. Since then the number of
tourists has risen steadily (466,365 visitors
in 2000), so that by 2007 the tourist sec-
tor constituted a record 24.6 per cent of
GDP (two million visitors). However, since
the global economic crisis caused a slow-
down in 2009, the share has fallen to
19.7 per cent in 2011, despite overall
numbers of visitors reaching 2.5 million in
2010. The forecast for 2012 is a modest
increase of 20.1 per cent of GDP. Around
18 per cent of the total workforce is em-
ployed in travel and tourism. Since 2006
visitor contributions have remained at
over US$1 billion per annum, with a re-
cord high of US$1.8 billion in 2010.
A project begun in the 1960s to recon-
struct the Baphuon monument was finally
completed and re-opened in July 2011.
The 11th-Century, intricately-carved
three-tier tower, part of the Angkor temple
complex, had been on the brink of col-
lapse by the 1950s. A French team of ar-
chaeologists dismantled the tower,
numbering each of the 300,000

sandstone blocks as they went. Work was
interrupted by the civil war and the master
plan to re-build the tower was destroyed.
With the ending of the civil war in the
mid-1990s, work began to solve the puz-
zle of putting the blocks back together.
Angkor attracts some two million tourists
each year.

Environment
The UN designated Tonle Sap (Great
Lake) as an ecological hotspot and desig-
nated it a Unesco biosphere in 1997.
Between 2000–2005 it is estimated that
logging of forests amounted to 140,500
hectares (ha) per year or 1.9 per cent an-
nual deforestation. Primary forest cover
has fallen from 766,000ha in 1999 to
322,000ha in 2005. Cambodia has 775
species of wildlife, of with 60 are under
threat; it has 862 native tree species with
13 endangered and 10 critically endan-
gered. Illegal logging, within the country
and along Cambodia’s borders, threatens
not only the forests but also the communi-
ties that depend on these local resources.

Mining
The mining sector typically contributes 9
per cent to GDP and employs 1 per cent
of the workforce.
There are deposits of iron ore, copper,
manganese, gold and bauxite, but exploi-
tation is hindered by the absence of trans-
port facilities. Phosphates are the only
economically viable mineral and are
mined for use in the local fertiliser indus-
tries. Gemstones are also mined.

Hydrocarbons
There are no known oil or natural gas re-
serves. Cambodia is dependent on im-
ports, which were over 4,000 barrels per
day (bpd) in 2008, mainly from Thailand.
Exploration is being undertaken particu-
larly in offshore areas, where indications
of oil and gas have been detected.
There are indications of small coal
reserves.

Energy
Total installed generating capacity was
around 190MW in 2006, producing 1.16
billion kilowatt hours (kWh); consumption
was 1.18 billion kWh and imports of
250MW came from Vietnam and Thai-
land. Electricity imports of 500MW are ex-
pected in 2009.
About 15 per cent of the population have
access to electricity, but only in Phnom
Penh and provincial towns; consumption
is growing. Current generation is
small-scale and inefficient, mostly from
oil-fired power stations with some
hydropower. There is no national power
grid and rural consumers as well as indus-
tries frequently use costly generators to
ensure an uninterrupted supply.

There are major hydroelectric schemes
planned for the north and east, along the
Mekong River, the Srae Pok River and the
Sesan River, providing a total of
2,000MW by 2020. Smaller hydro
schemes, due to be operational by 2014,
include the Attai River, Russey Chum and
Ta Tai River dams being built by Chinese
and South Korean companies.
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has
been involved in promoting the Greater
Mekong Sub-region (GMS) electricity
market to form a regional electricity grid
which incorporates the uneven load de-
mands and different resource bases. By
2008 a regional energy trading and sus-
tainable development scheme was in
place and bilateral arrangements in-
cluded electricity imports and exports.

Financial markets
Stock exchange
Cambodian Securities Exchange

Banking and insurance
The banking system is underdeveloped.
The economy is highly dollarised, with for-
eign currency making up 70 per cent of
the total money supply. This hinders the
central bank’s ability to implement an ef-
fective monetary policy.
Since 2000, Cambodia has been reform-
ing the banking sector, introducing a min-
imum capitalisation requirement of
US$11 million. This led to the closure of
11 banks by 2002.
Central bank
National Bank of Cambodia

Time
GMT plus seven hours

Geography
Cambodia occupies part of the
Indochinese peninsula in south-east Asia.
It is bordered by Thailand and Laos to the
north, by Vietnam to the east and by the
Gulf of Thailand to the south.
Around 60 per cent of Cambodia is rain
forest, of which 3 per cent is primary for-
est with extensive bio-diversity. The Tonle
Sap (Great Lake) is the largest freshwater
lake in south-east Asia, at 2,700 square
km but only about one metre deep for
most of the year. During the monsoon the
lake grows by another 16,000 square km
and its depth increases by nine metres.
The lake flows out into the Mekong River.
The highlands are located in the
north-east and there are numerous islands
along the south-west coast.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
Generally hot and very humid, with a
rainy season from June to October/No-
vember. Likely temperatures in Phnom
Penh are 22–30 degrees Celsius (C) from



November–December and 24–34 de-
grees C in April.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all. Must be valid for six
months from departure date.
Visa
Visas are required by all, with a few ex-
ceptions; to find a list and download a
tourist one-month e-visa, see
http://evisa.mfaic.gov.kh. An e-visa can
only be used at Pochentong (Phnom Penh)
and Siem Reap airports. Tourists can also
get a visa on arrival at the Pochentong
and Siem Reap airports, as well as the Poi
Pet international checkpoint, overland
from Thailand. If planning to arrive by
boat from Vietnam, or overland at check-
points other than Poi Pet, a visa must be
obtained prior to arrival; the place of en-
try must be specified.
A business visa should be applied for be-
fore departure, contact the closest Cam-
bodian consulate for further details.
Currency advice/regulations
Import and export of local currency is pro-
hibited. Import of foreign currency must
be declared on arrival; export of foreign
currency can only be up to amount
declared.

Health (for visitors)
Mandatory precautions
Vaccination certificates for yellow fever if
travelling from an infected area.
Advisable precautions
Vaccinations recommended for diphthe-
ria, tuberculosis, hepatitis A and B, Japa-
nese B encephalitis. Anti-malarial
precautions should be taken. There is risk
of rabies.

Credit cards
Credit cards are only accepted in large
hotels and shops.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 7 Jan (Victory
Day), 8 Mar (Women’s Day), 14–16 Apr
(Traditional Cambodia New Year), 1 May
(Labour Day), 13–15 May (King’s Birth-
day), 16 May (Royal Ploughing day), 18
Jun (Queen’s Birthday), 24 Sep (Constitu-
tion Day), 29 Oct (Coronation Day), 31
Oct (last King’s Birthday), 9 Nov (Inde-
pendence Day), 10 Dec (International Hu-
man Rights Day).
Variable dates
Birth of Buddha Day (Visaka Buja Day)
(May); Royal Ploughing Ceremony
(Visakha Bochea Day) (May); three-day
spirit festival (Pchum Ben festival)
(Sep/Oct); three day Water Festival (Bonn
Om Touk) (Nov).
The religious festivals are determined by
the Buddhist lunar calendar.

Any public holiday that falls at the week-
end is carried over to the next working
day.

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Fri: 0800–1500.
Business
Mon–Fri: 0800–1200 and 1400–1700.
Government
Mon–Fri: 0800–1200 and 1400–1700.
Shops
0700–1800.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
There are 900 and 1800 GSM services
available around main towns and cities
only.

Social customs/useful tips
Business cards are essential and are usu-
ally exchanged during introductions; offer-
ing and receiving business cards with both
hands is considered particularly polite.
Punctuality is important and visitors should
allow plenty of time for travelling. It is ac-
ceptable to shake hands with both men
and women.
In conversation speak clearly using a
moderate pace and complete sentences.
Always give time for your host to answer
and maintain courtesies.
Even during difficult negotiations remain
calm as anger will give a poor
impression.
Criticism of the Royal Family and Bud-
dhism should be avoided.
Learning some Cambodian greetings will
both surprise and impress your host.
Photography is permitted although it is
polite to ask permission before photo-
graphing Cambodian people, particularly
monks.
Gratuities are welcome in restaurants and
hotels.
The minimum drinking age is 18 years.

Security
The government has taken action to re-
duce crime but visitors are still advised not
to walk alone at night in many areas of
the city. Most hotels can arrange cars with
drivers.
When visiting the temples at Angkor Wat,
travel by air to Siem Reap airport, remain
within the main temple complex and do
not attempt to travel to Banteay Srei or to
other outlying temples.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Cambodia Angkor Air
(CAA) (only international destination is
Vietnam).
Mostly foreign carriers provide interna-
tional services and usually only from
neighbouring countries.

International airport/s: Pochentong In-
ternational (PNH), 8km from Phnom Penh.
Airport tax: International departures from
Pochentong and Siem Reap airports
US$25; from all other airports US$20.
Surface
Not all crossings are open to foreign visi-
tors, check with local authorities before
travelling. Some crossings will issue visas,
but to avoid disappointment organise all
visas before arriving at a crossing.
Road: Overland access is via Thailand,
Vietnam and Laos.
Rail: The government is rehabilitating the
railways to build links to Thailand by the
Phnom Penh–Poipet line, and constructing
a new line linking Phnom Penh and Ho
Chi Minh City. These projects are part of
the Asian Development Bank’s (ADB)
Greater Mekong sub-regional co-opera-
tion scheme. The Phnom Penh–Ho Chi
Minh City link is part of the Trans-Asia
railway aimed at linking Singapore to
Kunming in Yunnan province of China.
Water: There are ferry services, via the
Mekong River, from Vietnam and Laos. A
sea-ferry runs from Thailand.
Main port/s: The Mekong river port of
Phnom Penh, the seaport of Sihanoukville.

Getting about
National transport
Air: Domestic flights connect all major
cities.
Road: There are 13,500km of roads.
Only 12 per cent of national highways are
paved, meaning that many communities
are cut off during the rainy season.
The Phnom Penh–Ho Chi Minh City
(HCMC) Highway refurbishment project is
expected to be completed by 2012.
Buses: Some bus or passenger truck ser-
vices are available.
Rail: There are 612km of track. Rail ser-
vices operate between Phnom
Penh–Aranyaprathet, and Phnom
Penh–Kompong Som. There is a critical
need to improve infrastructure over the
medium-term.
Water: Ferries operate along the Mekong
River.
City transport
The most convenient way to travel around
the capital is by cyclo (tricycle) or
motodops (motorcycles).
Taxis: There are ranks of cars with taxi
signs at the airport and can be hired in all
the main cities, but cruising taxis are not
the norm.
Buses, trams & metro: Buses link all of
Phnom Penh’s suburbs.
Car hire
It is advisable to hire a car with driver as
local conditions can overwhelm foreign
visitors; most hotels can arrange the ser-
vices of a car and driver.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling (IDD)
code for Cambodia is +855, followed by
area code and subscriber’s number.
Battambang 53 Pusat 52
Kampong Som 62 Stung Treng 74
Phnom Penh 23 Siem Riep 63

Useful telephone numbers
Police: 722-353
Fire: 723-555
Ambulance: 723-173
Local directory assistance: 1213

Chambers of Commerce
Phnom Penh Chamber of Commerce, 7B
Street 81 corner Street 109, Sangkat
Beung Raing, Daun Penh District, Phnom
Penh (tel: 212-265; fax: 212-270;
e-mail: ppcc@camnet.com.kh).

Banking
Acleda Bank Plc, P O Box 1149, #61,
Preah Monivong Blvd., Sangkat Srah
Chork, Khan Daun Penh, Phnom Penh
(tel: 998-777; fax: 23 998-666).

Cambodia Mekong Bank Public Ltd, 1
Kramuon Sar Street, Khan Daun Penh,
Phnom Penh (tel: 217-112; fax:
217-122).

Cambodian Commercial Bank Limited,
26 Monivong Road, Sangkat Phsar Thmei
2, Khan Daun Penh, Phnom Penh (tel:
426-145, 426-639, 213-601, 213-602,
426-638; fax: 426-116).

Cambodian Public Bank Ltd, Villa No. 23,
Street 114, Vithei Kramounsar, Phnom
Penh (tel: 426-067; fax:426-068).

Canada Bank Ltd, 265-269 Prash Ang
Doung Street, Sangkath Wattphnom,
Khan Daun Penh, Phnom Penh
(tel:-266-046, 725-548).

Crédit Agricole Indosuez, 70 Blvd
Norodom, Phnom Penh (tel: 427-233).

First Commercial Bank, 263 Ang Duong
St, Phnom Penh (tel: 210-026; fax:
210-029).

Foreign Trade Bank of Cambodia, 24/26
Preah Norodom Boulevard, Phnom Penh
(tel: 724-466, 723-866, 722-466,
723-466).

National Bank of Cambodia, PO Box 25,
22-24 Preah Norodom Blvd, Phnom Penh
(tel: 428-105, 722-563; fax: 426-117).

Singapore Banking Corporation Ltd, 68
Samdech Pan Street (St. 214), Sangkat

Beung Raing, Khan Daun Penh, Phnom
Penh (tel: 217-771).

Singapore Commercial Bank Ltd, 316
Preah Monivong Boulevard, Sangkat
Chak To Mok, Khan Daun Penh, Phnom
Penh (tel: 427-471).

Union Commercial Bank Plc, UCB Bldg,
No. 61, 130 Road, Psa Chas Quater,
Khan Daun Penh, Phnom Penh (tel:
724-831, fax: 427-997).

Central bank
National Bank of Cambodia, 22-24
Preah Boulevard Norodom, Phnom Penh
(tel/fax: 426-117).

Stock exchange
Cambodian Securities Exchange

Travel information
Cambodia Angkor Air (CAA), No 206A,
Preah Norodom Blvd. Tonle Bassac,
Chamkarmorn Phnom Penh (tel: 6666
786–9, 212 564; fax: 224 164; internet:
http://cambodiaangkorair.com)

Canby Publications, PO Box 2349,
Phnom Penh 3; House #23A, Street 55,
Sangkat Chaktomuk, Khan Duan Penh,
Phnom Penh (tel: 16-779-900; fax:
23-216-754; email: cambodia@
canbypublications.com; internet:
www.canbypublications.com).

Ministry of tourism
Ministry of Tourism, 3 Monivong Bld,
Phnom Penh 12258 (tel: 211-593,
222-409; internet: www.mot.gov.kh).

National tourist organisation offices
Tourism of Cambodia, 262 Monivong
Blvd, Khan Daun Penh, Phnom Penh (tel:
216-666; fax: 213-331; e-mail:
info@tourismcambodia.com; internet:
http://www.tourismcambodia.com).

Ministries
Ministry of Agriculture, 200 Norodom
Blvd, Phnom Penh (tel: 723-689,
722-127).

Ministry of Commerce, Norodom Blvd,
Phnom Penh (tel: 723-263; fax:
426-396).

Ministry of Culture, Monivong Blvd, Red
Cross Street, Phnom Penh (tel: 724-769).

Ministry of Defence, Pochentong Blvd,
Phnom Penh (tel: 725-697).

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport,
80 Blvd Norodom, Phnom Penh (tel:
362-338; fax: 426-791).

Ministry of Finance, 60 St 92, Phnom
Penh (tel: 426-841).

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Co-operation, Sisowath Quay, St
240, Phnom Penh (tel: 426-146,
724-441; fax: 26-144).

Ministry of Health, 153-153 Blvd Kampu-
chea Krom, Phnom Penh (tel: 725-833,
724-573).

Ministry of Industry, 45 Norodom Bld, St
45, Phnom Penh (tel: 723-477; fax:
427-840).

Ministry of Information, 62 Monivong Bld,
Phnom Penh (tel: 723-369, 722-869).

Ministry of the Interior, 275 Norodom
Blvd, Phnom Penh (tel: 426-494).

Ministry of Justice, Sothearos Blvd, Phnom
Penh (tel: 724-543, 360-329).

Ministry of Planning, 386 Monivong Blvd,
Phnom Penh (tel: 725-143, 724-543).

Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications,
Street 13, Street 102, Phnom Penh (tel:
723-911, 426-817; fax: 426-786).

Ministry of Public Works and Transport,
Norodom Blvd, Mahaksatriyani St, Phnom
Penh (tel: 427-862; fax: 427-862).

Ministry of Religious Affairs, Sothearos
Blvd, St 240, Phnom Penh (tel: 725-699).

Ministry of Rural Development,
Pochentong Blvd, Phnom Penh (tel:
426-814).

Ministry of Social Welfare, 68 Norodom
Blvd, Phnom Penh (tel: 725-191,
427-322).

Prime Minister’s Office, 22 Street 214,
Phnom Penh (tel:426-053 and 426-025).

Other useful addresses
Asian Development Bank, Cambodia Res-
ident Mission, 93 Preah Norodom Boule-
vard, Phnom Penh (tel: 725-805; fax:
725-807).

British Embassy, 27-29 Street 75, Phnom
Penh (tel: 427-124; fax: 427-124/5).

Cambodian Development Council (CDC),
Phnom Penh.

Cambodian Embassy (USA), 4530 16th
Street, NW, Washington DC 20011 (tel:
(+1-202)- 726-7742; fax:
(+1-202)-726-8381; e-mail: cambo-
dia@embassy.org).

Cambodia Mine Action Centre, 22 Street
122, Phnom Penh (tel: 913-506).

Chemins de Fer du Cambodge, Moha
Vithei Pracheathippatay, Phnom Penh (tel:
25-156).

Department of Civil Aviation, 62 Boule-
vard Norodom, Phnom Penh (tel:
427-141; fax: 26-169).

Phnom Penh Port Authority (tel: 23-369).
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