
Brunei

I
t was the nineteenth century British
statesman, Palmerston who stated that
countries don’t have friends, only in-

terests. In the case of Brunei, the interest is
obvious: petroleum and gas. Without
them, it is unlikely that Brunei would even
be a sovereign state. As it is, Brunei stands
out as something of an anachronism in
South-east Asia: effectively the region’s
only absolute monarchy, Brunei has more
in common with the oil-rich Gulf states
than it does with its neighbours.

The exception?
In a 2012 article, Professor William Case
of the City University of Hong Kong notes
that ‘one of the reasons that Brunei
Darussalam stands out in South-east
Asian politics is its status as an absolute
sultanate: it stakes out the authoritarian
end of the region’s wide spectrum of re-
gime types’. Possibly aware of its awk-
ward profile, Brunei has made tentative
efforts to introduce some form of electoral
representation, albeit at a low level. In
2011 the ministry of home affairs an-
nounced that an election would take place
for the Legislative Council. Under
Brunei’s original constitution, a council
with elected members had indeed been set
up, but in 1970, just three years after

ascending to the throne, the then Sultan,
Hassanal Bolkiah, banned electoral con-
tests, preferring instead to rule by decree
under a perennial state of emergency. In
1984, not long after Brunei gained ‘full in-
dependence’ from the UK, the Sultan shut
down the council entirely.

Professor Case points out that ‘Two de-
cades later, the Sultan re-opened the Leg-
islative Council, then valorised its
proceedings by building a grand new edi-
fice. He gave the council a bit of substance
too, tolerating its mild imposition of bud-
getary oversight. And in 2011, five years
after first mooting the idea, the Sultan
ruled that elections to the council should
be restored, at least in small measure.’ But
very much along the lines of Kuwait or
Bahrain, the Sultan only allowed the Leg-
islative Council to be partly and indirectly
elected. The Council was in some ways an
extension of Brunei’s traditional hierar-
chies, with several categories of members;
a single cohort would be filled by the
penghulu of mukim (the heads of sub-dis-
tricts) and by ketua kampong (the heads of
villages and longhouses). Within their re-
spective districts, of which there are four,
the penghulu and ketua kampong would
nominate candidates from among them-
selves. They would then cast their ballots,
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Negara Brunei
Darussalam (The Sultanate of
Brunei)

Head of State: Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah,
the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam (crowned Aug
1967)

Head of government: Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, the Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam

Ruling party: There is no ruling
party.

Area: 5,765 square km

Population: 399,000 (2012)*

Capital: Bandar Seri Begawan

Official language: Behasa Melayu

Currency: Brunei dollar (B$) = 100
cents

Exchange rate: B$1.27 per US$ (Jul
2013) (the Brunei dollar is set at
parity with the Singapore dollar.)

GDP per capita: US$41,703 (2012)*

GDP real growth: 1.30% (2012)*

GDP: US$16.63 billion (2012)*

Labour force: 198,800 (2010)

Unemployment: 2.70% (2012)*

Inflation: 0.46% (2012)*

Oil production: 158,000 bpd (2012)

Natural gas production: 12.60 billion
cum (2012)

Balance of trade: US$4.89 billion
(2010)

* estimated figure
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electing one member to the council in
each district.

Thus, according to Professor Case,
Brunei took its first step in this early stage
of its political development. After voting
took place, ballot boxes were transported
to the capital for counting by home minis-
try officers. The results were then pre-
sented to the three-man selection
committee, chaired by the minister of
home affairs. And after reviewing the re-
sults, the selection committee conveyed
them to the Sultan’s representatives, who
duly announced the winners. The Sultan
still had an important role to play; in the
first instance he was required to ‘consent
to the appointment’ of the Legislative
Council’s full membership. In addition to
a speaker and clerk, the body included the
Sultan himself, who was not only present
as prime minister, but also minister of de-
fence and minister of finance. The Coun-
cil also included 13 other ministers and
‘second’ ministers ‘ex officio’. Further-
more, three ‘titled persons’ and seven per-
sons ‘who have achieved distinction’
were also appointed. But significantly, the
Council did include the district represen-
tatives, nine heads of mukim villages and
longhouses, four of whom had actually
been elected by their peers.

Professor Case went on to note that ‘De-
spite this revived contestation, it seems
unlikely that recent events will do much to
raise the sultanate’s standing in the eyes of
Freedom House. In its Freedom in the

World 2011 report, the organisation
awarded Brunei the lowly scores of six for
‘political rights’ and five for ‘civil liber-
ties’, cumulating bleakly in a status of ‘not
free’. And the report’s lament that no di-
rect elections have been held in Brunei
since 1962 implies that partial and indirect
elections would do little to mollify it. Pro-
fessor Case concluded his article with the
gloomy assessment that ‘those interested
in South-east Asian politics need not fret
over any diminution in the region’s array
of regime types, for Brunei has stirred
only slightly from its deeply implanted
authoritarian pole.’

Party time?
Political activity and criticism of the sys-
tem have inevitably been deterred by the
lack of elections, and the banning of the
Parti Rakyat Brunei (PRB) (Brunei Peo-
ple’s Party) a left-wing party that in the
1950s and 1960s had sought to obtain full
independence from the United Kingdom.
In response to the volatility of the 1960s
political freedom in Brunei was con-
strained by a number of measures

including states of emergency, media con-
trols and censorship. In the absence of the
PRB, only two political parties exist and
even they lead a tenuous existence. The
Party Kebangsaan Demokratik Brunei
(PKDB) (Brunei National Democratic
Party), emerged in 1985, but was banned
in 1988 and its leaders were imprisoned
when it called for free elections and an end
to emergency rule. The Party Perpaduan
Kebangsaan Brunei (PPKB) (Brunei Na-
tional Solidarity Party), which split off
from the PKDB, has been more closely al-
lied with the government, but its activities
remain circumscribed and the party has
little influence. The Parti Kesederan
Rakyat Brunei (PAKAR) (Brunei Peo-
ple’s Awareness Party) is likewise out-
wardly supportive of the government. The
Consumer’s Association of Brunei
(CAB), established in March 2002, publi-
cised alleged abuses of foreign workers
and was accused by the police of overstep-
ping its role. Members of the CAB
claimed that they had been subject to po-
lice surveillance.

The economy
According to the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) in its 2013 Asian Develop-

ment Outlook Brunei’s economic growth
slowed to an estimated 1 per cent in 2012
owing to weakness in production and ex-
ports of crude oil. The latest official data
put gross domestic product (GDP) growth
at 0.6 per cent for January–September
2012 compared to the same period in
2011. Despite slight growth in GDP, pri-
vate consumption increased by four per
cent in January–September, above the av-
erage of the past five years. Sales of new

automobiles jumped by 28 per cent. In-
creases in private consumption are under-
pinned by high employment, low inflation
and – thanks to strong government reve-
nue flows from hydrocarbons – no taxes
on personal incomes, goods and services,
or capital gains. GDP per capita at
US$41,600 in 2012 was the highest in de-
veloping Asia after Singapore. Fixed in-
vestment rose by nearly three per cent and
government consumption by two per cent
in January–September 2012. While do-
mestic demand increased in 2012, a de-
cline in exports of hydrocarbons together
with a rise in imports meant that net ex-
ports acted as a drag on GDP growth. En-
couragingly, economic activity
unconnected with energy grew by 3.4 per
cent, indicating progress in the govern-
ment’s drive to diversify the economy be-
fore hydrocarbon reserves dwindle. These
sectors have gradually increased their
combined share of real GDP to 54.4 per
cent over recent years.

The services sector grew by 3.3 per cent
and agriculture by nearly nine per cent.
Manufacturing and construction recorded
only slight growth. In a further positive
sign, the privately owned part of the econ-
omy outside the energy sector grew by a
healthy 4.6 per cent in the third quarter.
Merchandise exports, mostly oil and liq-
uefied natural gas, increased by 9.4 per
cent to US$9.9 billion on a customs basis
in January–September 2012, supported by
higher prices. Exports of methanol were
interrupted in April 2012 when produc-
tion was shut down temporarily for
maintenance.

Imports rose much more quickly than ex-
ports, by 21.8 per cent to US$2.7 billion,
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KEY INDICATORS Brunei

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m 0.39 0.41 *0.41 *0.42 *0.40

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 14.60 10.50 12.40 15.50 *16.63

GDP per capita US$ 37,053 26,325 29,852 36,584 *41,703

GDP real growth % -1.9 -1.8 2.6 1.9 *1.3

Inflation % 2.7 1.8 0.4 2.0 *0.5

Unemployment % 3.7 3.5 2.7 2.7 *2.7

Oil output ‘000 bpd 175.0 168.0 172.0 166.0 158.0

Natural gas output bn cum 12.1 11.4 12.2 12.8 12.6

Current account US$m 6,938.9 3,997.4 5,623.0 5,294.0 *8,061.0

Total reserves minus
gold US$m 751.2 1,357.3 1,563.2 – 3,285.0

Foreign exchange US$m 710.5 996.7 1,208.9 – 2,932.0

Exchange rate per US$ 1.42 1.45 1.36 1.34 1.22

* estimated figure
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on the back of firm domestic demand. Most
capital and consumer goods are imported,
as is most food. A substantial trade surplus
produced another large current account
surplus, estimated at 47 per cent of GDP in
2012. International reserves rose by a third
to US$3.3 billion, cover for 11.9 months of
imports of goods.

Inflation decelerated from 1.2 per cent
year on year at the start of 2012, to 0.5 per
cent in December. Prices of food, particu-
larly meat and cooking oil, rose but this
was mostly countered by lower prices for
clothing, education and transport. Price
controls and subsidies help to keep infla-
tion low. A firm exchange rate contributed
by dampening imported inflation. The
Brunei dollar, which is pegged to the Sin-
gapore dollar through a currency board ar-
rangement, appreciated by 6.3 per cent
against the US dollar in 2012.

Income taxes, dividends and royalties
from hydrocarbons provide the govern-
ment with substantial revenue to fund the
large public sector, invest in public infra-
structure and provide a range of services
and subsidies.

Economic prospects
According to the ADB, Brunei’s govern-
ment aims to extend the productive life of
hydrocarbons until other pursuits can play
a much larger role in the economy. This is
to be achieved by enhanced recovery and
managed production from existing oil and
gas fields and exploration for new ones.
Forecasting GDP is hampered by uncer-
tainty over the timing of new production
and production stoppages for mainte-
nance, as well as by limitations and delays
affecting economic data. The projections
assume a modest recovery in hydrocar-
bons production and continued growth in
the rest of the economy in the forecast pe-
riod. On this basis, GDP is projected to in-
crease by 1.8–2.0 per cent in 2013–14.

Hydrocarbons
Brunei’s oil and gas sector contracted by
2.4 per cent in the period January–Septem-
ber 2012. The US government Energy In-
formation Administration (EIA) notes that
Brunei relies on hydrocarbon revenues for
nearly two-thirds of its GDP. Through its
long-standing joint venture with Shell,
Brunei has produced oil for several de-
cades, primarily from two large, mature
field – Southwest Ampa and Champion –
in the offshore Baram Delta. After reach-
ing a peak of 220,000 barrels per day (bpd)
in 2006, Brunei’s oil production has de-
clined to 141,000bpd in 2012. Brunei has
an interest in hydrocarbon development in

the South China Sea, although it has not
made any formal claims to the hotly con-
tested Spratly or Paracel Islands. Brunei
produced about 120,000bpd of crude oil
and condensates and 400 billion cubic feet
(bcf) of natural gas from the more shallow
waters of the SCS in 2011. An offshore set-
tlement with Malaysia in 2009 allows
Brunei to explore untapped deep water ar-
eas in the Baram Delta and issue more pro-
duction sharing contracts to help maintain
oil and gas production.

Despite the recent decline in produc-
tion, Brunei is the largest net exporter of
total oil liquids in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion given the minimal domestic con-
sumption requirement. In 2012,
Brunei’s net oil exports were around
125,000bpd, mostly in the form of crude
oil sent to key Asian oil consumers.
Brunei plans to expand its refinery ca-
pacity; the Chinese company Zhejiang
Hengyi Group is constructing a new re-
finery with a capacity of 135,000bpd
that is scheduled to come online by
2015. This new facility could shift the
dynamics of the country’s crude exports
in favour of consuming more crude and
exporting more petroleum products.

Brunei produced 12.6 billion cubic
metres (bcm) of natural gas in 2012, mostly
from Southwest Ampa and other fields as-
sociated with oil production. Although do-
mestic gas demand has steadily increased
in the past decade, Brunei still exports on
average more than three-quarters of its out-
put. Brunei has been a stable and long-term
LNG exporter to Japan and South Korea
from its 5-train, 950 million cubic feet per
day Lumut LNG liquefaction plant. The
French oil company Total has made signif-
icant gas and condensate discoveries which
could bolster Brunei’s gas reserve base and
sustain its production levels.

Brunei relies on natural gas to fuel
nearly all of its electricity generation.
However, the country is seeking to diver-
sify its installed capacity, import more
electricity through a potential transmis-
sion line from Malaysia, expand renew-
able generation capacity and improve
electricity efficiencies to conserve its nat-
ural gas for exports.

Risk assessment
Politics Poor
Economy Good
Regional stability Fair

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
1839 When an English explorer, James
Brooke, arrived on the island of Borneo,

he helped the Sultan to suppress an
uprising against the rule of the Brunei Sul-
tanate. As a reward for the role he played
in quelling the rebellion, in 1841, the
Pengiran Mahkota of Brunei made Brooke
the Rajah of Sarawak on the north-west
coast of Borneo (Sarawak is now the larg-
est state in Malaysia). The British North
Borneo Company began expanding its in-
fluence on the island.
1888 Brunei became a British protector-
ate, keeping the Sultanate out of the Ma-
laysian confederacy. Brunei’s monarch
retained control over internal matters
while the British took charge of external
affairs.
1906 A treaty with Britain assured
Brunei’s status as a protectorate and the
succession of the ruling dynasty. Executive
power, including the right to advise the
Sultan on all affairs except religion, was
transferred to the British.
1929 Oil was discovered in the Seria
field, ensuring the country’s future
prosperity.
1941–45 Brunei was occupied by the
Japanese.
1959 An agreement was drawn up to al-
low Brunei internal self-government.
1962 In the run-up to Brunei’s proposed
amalgamation with Malaysia, the British
pressured Sultan Omar Saifuddin into
holding elections. The opposition Partai
Rakyat Brunei (PRB) (Brunei People’s Party)
won a convincing victory, campaigning
against unification, for complete inde-
pendence from the UK and the creation of
a constitutional monarchy. The Sultan’s
rejection of the result and his plans to
unite with Malaysia led to an armed upris-
ing which was quickly crushed (with British
backing). A state of emergency was de-
clared and political control was vested in
the hands of the Sultan. The Sultan de-
cided against union with Malaysia.
1970 The Sultan banned all elections,
saying he would rule by decree under a
state of emergency.
1979 Brunei concluded a treaty of friend-
ship with the UK.
1984 Brunei became independent from
the UK, under Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, who
had ruled since the abdication of his fa-
ther in 1967.
1990 Sultan Bolkiah introduced his phi-
losophy of Melaya Islam Berjaya (MIB)
(Malay Islam Monarchy) which
emphasises obedience and deters the
questioning of authority.
1991 The sale of alcohol was forbidden.
Nationals were required to wear Muslim
garments.
1998 Prince al Muhtadee Billah, the Sul-
tan’s eldest son, was inaugurated as
crown prince.
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2000 Legal action was initiated against
Prince Jefri Bolkiah, younger brother of
the Sultan, for misusing US$15 billion
while head of the state investment agency.
2002 Licences were awarded to two for-
eign consortiums, Royal Dutch/Shell and
TotalFinaElf, to explore for oil deposits in
Brunei’s 200-mile Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) in the South China Sea.
2004 Parliament was reconvened for first
time since 1984, with 21 appointed
members.
2005 The Sultan sacked four members of
his cabinet, replacing them with younger,
more progressive candidates, and intro-
duced reform measures. The constitution
was changed so that the Sultan became
infallible under the law. Parti
Pembanguan (PP) (National Development
Party) registered as a political party.
2007 Prince Jefri Bolkiah, former finance
minister and brother of the Sultan, lost an
appeal to the supreme court over the em-
bezzlement of an estimated US$6 billion
in public funds and was required to pay
back the sum.
2008 A warrant for the arrest of Prince
Jefri Bolkiah, was issued by a UK high
court after he failed to attend a court
summons to determine ownership of his
exclusive luxury London home and to re-
turn billions of US dollars to the Brunei
government.
2009 The new Sarawak legislative assem-
bly building in Petra Jaya, was opened.
2010 A border dispute that impeded oil
exploration was resolved when Brunei and
Malaysia agreed to joint development of
two exploration sites.
2011 In July, the US trade representative
warned Brunei that it risked being placed
on a US Priority Watch List of intellectual
property rights violators, due to continued
infringements. The statement came at the
start of Brunei’s first legal copyright prose-
cution case.
2012 The daughter of the Sultan of
Brunei was married on 20 September.
2013 In a report published in October the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) said that
Brunei’s economy was projected to grow
by an average of 2.4 per cent from 2013
to 2017 as South-east Asia generally re-
covers from a slowdown in 2011 and
2012.

Political structure
Constitution
The Sultanate of Brunei (Negara Brunei
Darussalam) became a fully independent
sovereign state on 1 January 1984, when
a ministerial system of government was
established. Previously it had been a pro-
tectorate of Britain.
The Sultan rules partly by decree, and a
state of emergency has been in force

since a large-scale revolt in December
1962 which resulted in the suspension of
sections of the constitution.
In lieu of democracy and to act as con-
duits of two-way communication between
government and populace, there is a sys-
tem of village and rural-district consulta-
tive councils.
In addition to the cabinet or council of
ministers, three other councils advise the
Sultan on the running of the country.
These are:
- the Religious Council, which advises on
all Islamic matters. The council also gives
advice on legal matters; the Islamic court
falls under its jurisdiction.
- the Privy Council, which is concerned
with constitutional matters such as the ex-
ercising of royal prerogative and the
awarding of honorary titles.
- the Council of Succession, which is em-
powered to determine the succession to
the throne should the need arise.
In September 2004 the Sultan signed a
new constitution that will allow limited
elections of up to 15 members to an ex-
panded 45-seat legislative council; 30
council members will be appointed by the
Sultan. No timetable for the elections was
announced although a new parliament
building was completed in 2009.
Independence date
1 January 1984
Form of state
Autocratic sultanate
The executive
The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan (para-
mount ruler) is the sovereign head of state
and prime minister, retaining supreme ex-
ecutive authority. He is also head of the
Islamic faith in Brunei and minister for
defence.
A ministerial system of government was in-
troduced following independence in
1984. The cabinet, presided over by the
Sultan in his position as prime minister,
consists mostly of members of the Sultan’s
family. Ministers are appointed to hold of-
fice at the Sultan’s pleasure.
National legislature
The Legislative Council of 20 appointees
was abolished at independence in 1984,
ending a purely consultative role.
A General Assembly of 1,000 village
chiefs from 150 villages and 35 mukim
(village groups) took place in 1996, de-
scribed as an expression of a ‘grassroots
political system’ by the Sultanate. Chiefs
were chosen by secret ballot of villagers
but the Sultanate appoints the Assembly’s
advisers.
Legal system
Syariah (Islamic) courts were established
in 1996 to handle family and criminal
law. Their emphasis on publicly shaming
offenders is designed to prevent anti-so-
cial and anti-Islamic activities.

Brunei has an independent legal system. It
is a distinctive, separate branch of gov-
ernment, based on the English common
law system. Apart from the Syariah courts,
the legal system includes:
- the High Court, which hears appeals in
criminal and civil matters from subordi-
nate courts. It is presided over by the chief
justice and various commissioners.
- the Court of Appeal, which hears ap-
peals against High Court decisions. It
consists of a president and two
commissioners.
- subordinate courts, which have limited
jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases, and
are presided over by a chief magistrate.
- the Courts of Kathis, which deal with
certain religious (Islamic) matters. These
are marriage, divorce, inheritance and
sexual crimes. The Courts of Kathis have
jurisdiction over Muslims and supercede
the civil law only in these matters.
Last elections
There have been no elections since 1962.

Political parties
There are three legally registered parties:
Parti Perpaduan Kebangsaan Brunei
(PPKB) (Brunei National Solidarity Party),
Parti Kesedaran Rakyat Brunei (PAKAR)
(Brunei People’s Awareness Party) and
Parti Pembangunan Bangsap (NDP) (Na-
tional Development Party ). As members
of parliament, which was re-opened in
2004, are appointed, the parties have no
representation at present. The constitution
has been amended to allow election of a
proportion of the parliament
Ruling party
There is no ruling party.
Main opposition party
No political parties are represented in the
Legislative Council.

Population
399,000 (2012)*
About 46 per cent of the population are
aged 20 or under. Total population fig-
ures at any given time include 25 per cent
transient workers.
There is a generally high standard of liv-
ing. The kingdom’s population enjoys free
education and a wide range of social
services.
Over half of the inhabitants live in the im-
mediate district of Brunei/Muara, close to
the capital Bandar Seri Begawan.
Last census: August 2001: 332,844
(provisional)
Population density: 72 inhabitants per
square km (2010). Urban population 76
per cent (2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: 2.3 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Ethnic make-up
Indigenous (predominantly Malay) (69 per
cent), Chinese (18 per cent), Indian (3 per
cent), other (10 per cent). There are
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severe obstacles to further Chinese natu-
ralisation and their emigration to China
has been encouraged. The 50,000 Chi-
nese living in Brunei play a negligible role
in the country’s political life, although they
are vital to its economic success. Around
a third of the Chinese population is natu-
ralised. The same is true of the non-Malay
indigenous population, which remains on
the fringe of society but forms a crucial
part of the workforce.
Religions
Sunni Islam (official faith and religion of
all Malays). Members of the Chinese
community are either Buddhist,
Confucianist, Taoist or Christian. There
are also ancient native religions.

Education
Primary schooling includes one year of
compulsory pre-school education. Sec-
ondary education is divided into junior
schools, lasting for three years between
the ages of 12 and 15, and upper sec-
ondary schools, for another two years.
Pre-university further education lasts for
up to two years.
In 1985, the government established the
University of Brunei Darussalam. In addi-
tion, there are two state-run teacher train-
ing colleges and six technical schools. If a
university course is not available in
Brunei, the government will pay for its stu-
dents to study at a foreign university.
Education for expatriate children is pro-
vided by missionary schools, the Interna-
tional School and Chinese schools. All are
fee paying and education at the Interna-
tional School follows a UK curriculum, but
only caters for children up to the age of
12.
Literacy rate: 91 per cent, adult rates
(World Bank)
Compulsory years: Five to 12

Health
The government has used its revenues
from oil to provide one of the best
healthcare systems in Asia. Health services
are free for Brunei citizens, although there
is a nominal fee for hospital and dentist
treatment.
The healthcare system is based on health
clinics, which provide primary care and
include mobile clinics to reach the most
isolated regions, health centres and dis-
trict hospitals. The central hospital in
Bandar Seri Begawan (Raja Isteri Pengiran
Anak Saleha) has 550 beds and provides
diagnostic and therapeutic facilities for the
whole country. There are also govern-
ment-operated hospitals in Tutong,
Temburong and Kuala Belait. A Flying
Medical Service reaches areas inaccessi-
ble by road. British Shell Petroleum (BSP)
has its own private facilities in Seria.
The government is committed to increase
its expenditure towards health care and

building more clinics. Brunei continues to
rely on expatriate doctors to run its health
system. Government health surveys have
shown that local doctors have made up
only 10 per cent, and local dentists 32
per cent, of the medical workforce in the
country.
Life expectancy: 78 years, 2010 (Unicef
2012)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
2.0 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef
2012)
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 8 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012)

Welfare
The Employees Trust Fund or Tabung
Amanah Pekerja (Tap) provides member-
ship to a providence fund that is open to
all government workers and private sector
employees. The scheme requires compul-
sory contributions from both the employer
and the employee at a contribution rate of
5 per cent each. Universal old age pen-
sions are granted those who have been
residents for 30 years.
The ministry of culture, youth and sport
oversees the distribution of pensions to
citizens not holding contributory pensions
and also provides welfare provisions for
needy families and the handicapped. The
government subsidises housing and food.
Under the National Housing Scheme
(NHS), the state grants housing to those
who have lived under Temporary Occu-
pation Licences (TOL). The Housing
Scheme for Landless Citizens also gives
land title deeds to those who have been
occupying land under TOL.

Main cities
Bandar Seri Begawan (capital, estimated
population 34,940 in 2012), Kampong
Ayer (44,687), Kuala Belait (29,682),
Seria (oil field) (29,569), Tutong
(22,532).

Languages spoken
The national education system is formally
bilingual for all, in Malay and English.
Chinese is spoken; English is the principal
commercial language.
Official language/s
Behasa Melayu

Media
With media ownership in the hands of, or
controlled by, the royal family or if pri-
vately owned where self-censorship for
political or religious reasons is wide-
spread press freedom is severely curtailed.
Legal sanctions against journalist can be
up to three years imprisonment for ‘false’
reporting. The US-based media watch-
dog, Freedom House, rated Brunei as not
free, with virtual no criticism of the gov-
ernment allowed.

Press
Publications that provide a variety of views
and information beyond anything the
newspapers controlled by the Sultan’s
family are able to achieve are either The
Straits Times or Chinese publications pro-
duced in Sarawak and Singapore.
Dailies: In Malay, Media Permata
(www.brunei-online.com/mp), in English,
Borneo Bulletin (www.brunei-on-
line.com/bb), and the independent The
Brunei Times (www.bt.com.bn), which re-
ports on international news.
Weeklies: In Malay, the official govern-
ment newspaper Pelita Brunei is published
every Wednesday, and in English, the
Brunei Darussalam Newsletter (www.infor-
mation.gov.bn/bdnewsletter) is a fort-
nightly publication and is also produced
by the government.
Broadcasting
The only broadcasting organisation is Ra-
dio Televisyen Brunei (RTB)
(www.rtb.gov.bn), which is government
operated, under the control of the Depart-
ment of Broadcasting and Information.
Radio: RTB (www.rtb.gov.bn) operates
five radio stations, including an interna-
tional service. There are several private
stations broadcasting in Brunei but only
Kristal FM (www.dst-group.com) is a do-
mestic station; all others originate in
Malaysia.
Television: RTB (www.rtb.gov.bn) oper-
ates channels 5 and 8 as well as an RBT
International, broadcast via a satellite ser-
vice. Foreign cable and satellite networks
provide the only alternatives to the
state-run broadcaster. Viewers with access
to the internet may access foreign TV.
Other news agencies: BruDirect (in Eng-
lish): www.brudirect.com
Brunei News (in English):
www.bruneinews.net

Economy
The Brunei economy is dominated by the
hydrocarbon extraction sector, which pro-
vided 96.6 per cent of export revenue in
2010 (US$8.4 billion) and were estimated
to have grown to US$12.2 billion in
2011. The non-hydrocarbon sector is led
by government services, construction and
financial services. A manufacturing sector
is small with over 70 per cent of all im-
ports being manufactured goods, vehicles
and parts and machinery. Brunei is one of
richest countries of the Asean community
by GDP per capita, reaching an all-time
high of US$37,053 in 2008, before fall-
ing back to US$26,325 in 2009. In
2011, per capita income was estimated to
have grown to US$36,584.
GDP growth was 0.2 per cent in 2007,
falling into recession in 2008 at -1.9 per
cent, and remaining negative with growth
of -1.8 per cent in 2009. However the



economy returned to positive growth of
2.6 per cent in 2010 as world trade
picked up, and was estimated to have
been 1.9 per cent in 2011.
The Brunei Investment Agency (BIA) invests
around 50 per cent of the hydrocarbon
income in an international portfolio; the
exact value of these assets is a state
secret.
Key to Brunei’s policy of transforming the
country into an offshore financial centre
and tourist destination is economic diver-
sification and an increase in foreign in-
vestment to maintain growth and
long-term viability. Brunei’s ambition is to
become a service hub for trade and tour-
ism (SHuTT) to take advantage of regional
economic integration. Economic develop-
ment has concentrated on infrastructure,
roads, schools and numerous government
buildings. In addition to promoting tour-
ism, Brunei intends to increase the finan-
cial sector and energy-intensive industries,
especially petrochemicals.
Major obstacles to growth include labour
shortages, as many local unemployed
workers are unwilling to do manual work.
Complex bureaucracy and high wages
are seen as deterrents to foreign invest-
ment. Brunei is a net receiver of migrant
workers, although measures limit the
length of their stay.

External trade
As the Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (Asean) moves towards the creation
of a comprehensive free trade area, it has
already signed FTAs with China, Australia
and New Zealand, India, Japan and
South Korea. Brunei also belongs to the
Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation
(Apec) organisation
Most items can be imported under an
open general licence. There are some re-
stricted goods which require special licen-
ces, including used vehicles, certain listed
drugs, livestock, some foodstuffs and
gambling equipment (eg fruit machines).
The government is encouraging exports
from the non-hydrocarbons sector, which
includes small-scale manufacturing in tex-
tiles, furniture and food processing. Pri-
mary production includes timber, marine
and agricultural produce. Some items are
heavily subsidised by the government and
their export is consequently restricted.
Such goods include rice, petrol, kerosene
and diesel fuels as well as cigarettes.
Imports
Brunei’s limited industrial and agricultural
base requires a range of principal imports
including machinery, transport equipment,
manufactured goods, food and
chemicals.
Main sources: Singapore (33.2 per cent
of total in 2011),China (15.5 per cent),
Korea (12.2 per cent).

Exports
Crude oil (typically 50 per cent of the total
exports) and liquefied natural gas (around
40 per cent) and refined products domi-
nate the export schedule.
Main destinations: Japan (45.6 per cent
of exports in 2011), Korea (16.5 per
cent), Australia (11.8 per cent).

Agriculture
The agricultural sector plays only a minor
role in Brunei’s economy, typically ac-
counting for less than 3 per cent of GDP
and employing 2 per cent of the
workforce. Brunei has to import 80 per
cent of its food needs. Only around 15
per cent of the total land area is cultivated
or under grazing.
Brunei’s agricultural base consists mainly
of small farms growing rice and vegeta-
bles. Farming is primarily a part-time oc-
cupation. The main crops are rice,
vegetables, arable crops and fruits. A
wide range of tropical fruit varieties are
produced, but in low volumes. Vegetable
production is intensive and concentrated
in the fertile alluvial plain close to the ur-
ban centres. With smallholding rice pro-
duction declining, the government has
initiated a pilot large-scale rice mechani-
sation project aimed at increasing output;
it is hoped that once fully mechanised, 30
per cent of Brunei’s rice needs will be met
by domestic production.
Government attempts to increase the im-
portance of the sector and moves towards
self-sufficiency are hampered by the pop-
ulation’s lack of interest in outdoor, man-
ual work. Another disincentive is that
farming is perceived as less lucrative than
other areas of the economy, so reducing
further the likelihood of significant
small-scale development. High wage
costs mean that the expansion of
larger-scale production depends very
much on increased mechanisation rather
than labour-intensive techniques, unless
large scale immigrant labour can be
guaranteed.
Since 1990, the government has at-
tempted to expand the fishing industry.
The ministry of industry and primary re-
sources granted more fishing licences to
match the extension of the country’s fish-
ing boundary to 200 miles offshore. Sev-
eral other sites were located for
aquaculture projects. The government
also improved the distribution system to
ensure that the local catch reaches more
remote areas of the country. The trawling
industry has also been developed. The im-
portant trawling areas are Pulau
Tambisan and north of Sandakan (Mar-
chesa and Labuk Bay).
Typical annual fish production is over
1,600 tonnes and other seafood over
400 tonnes.

About 70 per cent of Brunei is covered by
primary and secondary rain forest; 37 per
cent of the country is designated as a na-
tional Forest Reserve. There is growing
concern locally about the conservation of
the forests and the environment, and ex-
ports of timber and logs are now strictly
limited. Consequently timber production
of logs and sawnwood is for domestic
consumption only. Some natural rubber is
produced. The government hopes to de-
velop the forestry sector as part of its di-
versification strategy, but investment
opportunities are limited by legal restric-
tions. Private companies wishing to be-
come involved in the sector must have
local business participation of 51 per
cent.

Industry and manufacturing
The industrial sector, including hydrocar-
bons, accounts for approximately 44 per
cent of GDP and employs almost a quar-
ter of the workforce. The industrial struc-
ture, long dependent on export of oil and
gas, consists mainly of small-scale enter-
prises. Apart from the energy and con-
struction sectors, Brunei’s industrial base
is limited. The small domestic market,
high wage costs, bureaucracy and poor
co-ordination between government de-
partments has deterred both local and
foreign investment.
Despite the government’s emphasis on di-
versification, the industrial sector remains
underdeveloped. The manufacturing sec-
tor is small and consists mainly of the pro-
duction of materials for the construction
sector, petroleum refining, food-process-
ing and garment manufacture. There are
also factories producing canned food,
mineral water and dairy products.
Areas the government wants to develop
include the manufacture of furniture, pot-
tery, tiles, cement, chemicals, plywood
and glass. As part of the industrial devel-
opment programme a number of indus-
trial estates have been established. These
include a 40 hectare site near Bandar Seri
Begawan and the Beribi Light Industrial
Complex, which consists of four blocks in-
cluding textiles, food and electrical
manufacturers.
The government is eager to promote the
development of a financial centre and of
export-oriented, value-added industries.
Investment policy is open and flexible and
welcomes investors, both local and for-
eign, in any productive industrial activity
which furthers diversification.

Tourism
Brunei has been actively marketing itself
as a regional hub for stop-overs and as a
destination in itself, with attraction such as
national parks, cultural festivals, historic
villages and extensive areas of natural
beauty. Western visitors should remember
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that Brunei is a strict Islamic country act
accordingly. It is attractive to foreign visi-
tors from other Islamic countries.
Travel and tourism was expected to con-
stitute 3.2 per cent of GDP and provide
6.9 per cent of total employment in 2011.
Investment in tourism, 16.5 per cent of to-
tal investment in 2011, indicates belief in
growth in the sector.

Environment
Brunei is prone to occasional typhoons,
earthquakes and flooding. Environmental
management is overseen by the ministry
of development, ministry of health and the
ministry of industry and primary resources.
Brunei is party to major international envi-
ronmental agreements that include en-
dangered species, ozone layer protection,
ship pollution and whaling.

Mining
Brunei possesses only limited raw materi-
als. Its principal resources are clay and
silica in the form of 20 million tonnes of
high quality beach sands at Tutong.

Hydrocarbons
Total oil reserves were 1.1 billion barrels
in 2011, with a production rate of
166,000 barrels per day (bpd), the ma-
jority of which is exported. Revenues from
hydrocarbons make up over 50 per cent
of GDP and 90 per cent of Brunei’s ex-
ports and gives the country its interna-
tional status.
Brunei has seven offshore fields of which
the largest, Champion, contains about 40
per cent of total reserves. There are be-
lieved to be significant undeveloped oil
reserves in the existing fields and these will
be tapped by advanced technology and
modern drilling methods. Brunei, along
with China, Taiwan, Malaysia, The Philip-
pines and Vietnam, claims the potentially
oil-rich Spratly Islands. In 2010, an
agreement was reached between the gov-
ernments of Brunei and Malaysia to share
the revenue of two disputed oil blocks in
territorial waters. The dispute had led to
international oil companies declining to
invest in exploration within the offshore
waters while the countries haggled over its
sovereign ownership.
Proven natural gas reserves were 300 bil-
lion cubic metres in 2011 with production
at 12.8 billion cubic metres (cum). Brunei
is south-east Asia’s fourth-largest liquefied
natural gas (LNG) producer with 9.4 bil-
lion cum in 2011, the majority of which is
exported to Japan and the remainder to
South Korea.

Energy
Total installed generating capacity was
759MW in 2006. All Brunei’s electricity is
produced in gas-fired power stations.
Electricity demand is expanding by 7–10
per cent annually, making long-term

electricity development a priority. A
programme of electricity expansion has
included the construction of a 110MW
power plant in Tutong, opened in 2008,
featuring new, more efficient combine cy-
cle turbines.
Over 99 per cent of the population has
access to electricity. The government
agency Department of Electrical Services
(DES), is responsible for generation, trans-
mission and distribution and sets the stan-
dards for usage in public buildings and
installation maintenance. The private, in-
dependent power utility Berakas Power
Company (BPC) also supplies electricity to
the grid, although the grid is not inte-
grated and is divided into three networks.
Metering and cable supply has been pri-
vatised in order to introduce competition
and efficiencies.

Banking and insurance
The regulatory system is based on the
1906 British Banking Act, although vari-
ous modifications have been made to
bring it up-to-date with modern banking
requirements.
The fourth pillar of the Brunei Interna-
tional Financial Centre (BIFC), the Inter-
national Insurance and Takaful Order,
was set up, designed to provide for for-
eign investors in the banking scene. This
will enable Brunei to have a fully opera-
tional foreign offshore banking sector.
The Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) became
the first foreign bank to operate in the
BIFC. RBC is focussing its activities on pri-
vate bank services for the rich and assist-
ing the management of Islamic funds.
Three local banks dominate the domestic
banking sector – the Islamic Bank of
Brunei (IBB), Baiduri Bank (BB) and the
Development Bank of Brunei. Thw IBB
conducts its savings and loans operations
in accordance with Islamic law. The Sul-
tan and his family own 80 per cent of
IBB’s paid up capital, Japan’s Daiichi
Kangyo Bank holds the other 20 per cent.
The three largest foreign banks in Brunei
are Citibank, the Hong Kong and Shang-
hai Banking Corporation (HSBC) and
Standard Chartered Bank. Other foreign
banks include the Overseas Union Bank,
Malayan Banking and the United Malayan
Banking Corporation.
Central bank
Brunei has no central bank; the main du-
ties are carried out by the Autoriti
Monetari Brunei Darussalam (AMBD)
(Brunei Darussalam Monetary Authority),
established in January 2011.
Main financial centre
Bandar Seri Begawan

Time
GMT plus eight hours

Geography
Brunei lies 442km north of the equator on
the northern coast of the island of Borneo.
It consists of two wedges of land, within
the Malaysian province of Sarawak and
with the South China sea in the north.
The country is divided into separate ad-
ministrative districts: Brunei/Muara,
Tutong and Seria/Belait in the western
section, and Temburong, which makes up
the entire eastern section of the country.
Although there is a mountainous region in
the eastern half of the country, Brunei
mostly consists of a low-lying coastal
plain. The highest peak is Bukit Pagon
(1,841 metres). Brunei has four main
rivers – the Belait, Tutong, Brunei and
Temburong. Approximately 75 per cent of
the total land area is covered by tropical
rain forest.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
The climate is typically equatorial. Humid-
ity averages 82 per cent, and daily tem-
peratures range between 24 and 31
degrees Celsius (C). The rainy season
lasts from September to January, although
rainfall can be expected throughout the
year. It can reach up to 7,500mm in the
interior, but on the coast it tends to aver-
age around 2,500mm. The driest months
are from January to April.

Dress codes
Lightweight clothing is suitable. In defer-
ence to the Islamic culture, Western busi-
ness women should dress modestly at all
times.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all. Must be valid for six
months.
Visa
Required by all. Exceptions are granted
for short stays of up to 14 or 30 days to
nationals of certain countries and 90 days
for US citizens (see www.mfa.gov.bn for
details). Business visas require a sponsor-
ship letter from a local company or gov-
ernment entity (for details see
www.immigration.gov.bn/visiting.htm).
Prohibited entry
Holders of Israeli passports.
Currency advice/regulations
There are no restritions on the import of
foreign and local currency, with the ex-
ception of the Singapore dollar, which is
limited to B$1,000 equivalent, and Indian
and Indonesian banknotes, which are
prohibited. Export of local currency is re-
stricted to B$1,000, while the export of
foreign currency is limited to the amount
imported. The Brunei dollar is at par with
the Singapore dollar and the currencies
are interchangeable in both countries.
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Customs
Two litres of alcohol and 12 cans of beer;
200 cigarettes and 250g tobacco; 60ml
perfume and 250ml eau de toilette
allopwed duty free.
Prohibited imports
Trafficking and illegal importation of con-
trolled drugs are very serious offences
carrying the death penalty.

Health (for visitors)
Health services are not free for visitors, as
it is for Brunei citizens, but there is only a
very nominal charge for permanent resi-
dents and expatriate government officials
and their dependants. Malaria has been
eradicated in Brunei. Certificates of vacci-
nation for both cholera and yellow fever
are advisable. Normal precautions should
be taken for food and drink. The authori-
ties are becoming concerned over the
growing amount of drug abuse.
Mandatory precautions
Vaccination certificates for yellow fever
are required for travellers over one year of
age travelling from an infected area.
Advisable precautions
Chest X-ray and blood film examination
for malaria are required for the issue and
renewal of labour permits as Brunei is
malaria-free. Immunisations are recom-
mended for hepatitis A, polio, tetanus, ty-
phoid, and also advice should be sought
regarding diphtheria, hepatitis A, Japa-
nese encephalitis and TB. There is a risk
of rabies.

Hotels
Rooms in major hotels have air-condition-
ing, telephones, TV, bathrooms and show-
ers. A 10 per cent service charge is usual.

Credit cards
Major credit cards are accepted at some
hotels and at some shops.

Public holidays (national)
Friday and Sunday are non-working days,
if a holiday falls on these, then Saturday
or Monday are substituted. Banks close
on 30 June and 30 December.
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 23 Feb (National
Day), 31 May (Armed Forces Day), 15 Jul
(Sultan’s Birthday), 25 Dec (Christmas
Day).
Variable dates
Chinese New Year (Jan–Feb), Hari Raya
Aidiladha, Hari Raya Aidilfitra, Islamic
New Year, Birth of the Prophet, Ascension
of the Prophet, First day of Ramadan, Rev-
elation of the Quran Anniversary.
Islamic year 1435 (5 Nov 2013–24
Oct 2014):: The Islamic year contains
354 or 355 days, with the result that Mus-
lim feasts advance by 10–12 days against
the Gregorian calendar. Dates of feasts
vary according to the sighting of the new
moon, so cannot be forecast exactly.

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Fri: 0900–1500; Sat: 0900–1100.
Many banks close during lunch hour.
Business
Mon–Thur: 0745–1215, 1330–1630;
Sat: 0800–1200.
Government
Mon–Thu, Sat: 0745–1215, 1330–1630.
Fasting month (Ramadan) 0800–1400.
Shops
Mon–Sat: 0800–1900/2100,
1000–2200 (most shopping centres). Post
offices: Mon–Thu, Sat: 0730–1600; Fri:
0830–0930.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
There is a 900 GSM service available
along with a G3 (2100) service.

Electricity supply
230V AC, with 3-pin round or 3-pin
square plug fittings.

Weights and measures
Metric system.

Social customs/useful tips
The public sale and consumption of alco-
hol is prohibited by law. Muslims do not
eat pork or drink alcohol. The right hand
should be used for offering or receiving
anything, from food to money. Refusal of
offered refreshment is discourteous.
To point with the index finger is also con-
sidered discourteous; the thumb of the
right hand should be used instead with the
four fingers folded beneath it. To call a
taxi or attract someone’s attention, wave
the whole hand with the palm facing
downwards. Do not smack the fist of your
right hand into your left palm; it has a dif-
ferent meaning in Brunei to that of West-
ern countries. It is not customary to shake
hands with members of the opposite sex.
When visiting a mosque, shoes should first
be removed. Do not pass in front of a
person at prayer, or touch the Qur’an.
Women should cover their heads, and not
have their knees or arms exposed.

Security
There is no major problem with petty
crime in Brunei.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Royal Brunei Airlines
(RBA)
International airport/s: Brunei Interna-
tional Airport (BWN), 10km north of
Bandar Seri Begawan, with car hire and
taxi service.
Airport tax: Departures to Singapore and
Malaysia B$5. All other international de-
partures B$12.
Surface
Road: Road connections between Brunei
and Sarawak (Malaysia) are good. There

is a bitumen road between Miri and Kuala
Belait.
Water: Most sea traffic is handled by the
deep-water port at Muara, while the
smaller port at Kuala Belait handles shal-
low-draught vessels.
Main port/s: Muara (27km from Bandar Seri
Begawan), Kuala Belait, Lumut.

Getting about
National transport
Road: The total road network is around
2,500km. Brunei has 1,500km of main
roads, 500km of district roads and
500km of unpaved road surface. There is
no road connecting the Temburong dis-
trict but a water taxi service is available.
A main highway links Bandar Seri
Begawan with Kuala Belait and Seria, with
a road linking Muara and Tutong provid-
ing access to western districts.
Buses: There are six bus lines in Bandar
Seri Begawan. Services operate betwen
Bandar Seri Begawan and Kuala Belait
and Seria, and also serve rural areas.
Buses run from 0630–1800.
Water: The Brunei, Belait and Tutong
rivers are the main inland waterways and
are principally used for passenger traffic.
River-going vessels use the old port at
Bandar Seri Begawan. Large river taxis
operate to the Temburong district; service
starts at 0745 and ends at 1600.
River taxi and boat services are also avail-
able to Limbang in Sarawak and Labuan
in Sabah.
City transport
The City Transport Service (CTS) is the
easiest way to travel in the city. Fixed fare
within the CTS zone.
Taxis: From the airport to the city centre,
metered taxis are in operation
0700–0030. Metered taxis are also avail-
able from hotels and shopping centres
near the capital to all parts of Brunei, but
are otherwise scarce. Tipping is not usual.
Buses, trams & metro: From the airport
to the city centre, buses operate
0630—1800, every 15—20 minutes.
Car hire
Self-drive and chauffeur-driven cars are
available from major hotels and the air-
port. An international driving licence is
required.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling (IDD)
code for Brunei is +673, followed by sub-
scriber’s number.
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Useful telephone numbers
Police: 993
Fire: 995
Ambulance: 991
Flight information: 331-747
Directory enquiries: 0213
International calls: 000

Chambers of Commerce
Brunei Darussalam International Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, PO Box
2246, Bandar Seri Bagawan 1922 (tel: 2
228382; fax: 2 228389).

Brunei Malay Chamber of Commerce,
PO Box 1099, Bandar Seri Begawan
8672 (tel: 2 422752; fax: 2 422753).

Chinese Chamber of Commerce, 72
Jalan Roberts, PO Box 281, Bandar Seri
Begawan 8670 (tel: 2 235494; fax: 2
235492).

National Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, 144 2nd Floor Jalan Pemancha,
Bandar Seri Begawan BS8711 (tel: 2
243321; fax: 2 228737).

Banking
Baiduri Bank Berhad (BB), 145 Jalan
Pemancha, PO Box 2220, Bandar Seri
Begawan 1922 (tel: 233-233; fax:
235-722).

Citibank, 12-15 Bangunan Darussalam,
Bandar Seri Begawan (tel: 243-983; fax:
225-704).

Development Bank of Brunei Bhd, 1st
Floor RBA Plaza, Jalan Sultan Bandar Seri
Begawan 2085 (tel: 233-430; fax:
233-429).

HSBC, cnr Jalan Sultan and Jalan
Pemancha, PO Box 59, Jalan Sultan,
Bandar Seri Begawan (tel: 242-305/10,
242-204; fax: 241-316).

Islamic Bank of Brunei Berhad (IBB), lot
159, Jalan Pemancha, Bandar Seri
Begawan (tel: 235-686/7; fax: 235-722).

Malayan Banking Berhad, 148 Jalan
Pemancha, Bandar Seri Begawan 2085
(tel: 242-494).

Overseas Union Bank (OUB), Unit G5,
RBA Plaza, Jalan Sultan, Bandar Seri
Begawan 2089 (tel: 225-477; fax:
240-792).

Sime Bank Berhad, Unit G 02, Kompleks
Yayasan Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah ,

Bandar Seri Begawan (tel: 222-516; fax:
237-487).

Standard Chartered Bank, 51-55 Jalan
Sultan, Bandar Seri Begawan (tel:
242-386; fax: 242-390).

Central bank
Brunei Currency and Monetray Board,
Simpang 295, Jalan Kebangsaan, PO
Box 660, Bandar Seri Begawan BS 8670
(tel: 238-3999; fax: 238-2232; e-mail:
bcb@brunet.bn).

Travel information
Brunei Travel Service, Sdn Bhd, Bandar
Seri Begawan (tel: 225-664).

Department of Civil Aviation, Ministry of
Communications, Brunei International Air-
port, 2015 (tel: 330-483, 330-142/3;
fax: 331-7066).

Royal Brunei Airlines, PO Box 737,
Bandar Seri Begawan 1907 (tel:
240-500, 242-222; fax: 244-737).

Tourist information (on arrival level at air-
port) (tel: 331-747).

Ministries
Ministry of Communications, Old Airport,
Berakas, Bandar Seri Begawan 1150 (tel:
383-838; fax: 380-127).

Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports,
Jalan Residency, Bandar Seri Begawan
1200 (tel: 240-585; fax: 241-620).

Ministry of Defence, Bolkiah Garrison,
Bandar Seri Begawan 1110 (tel:
230-130; fax: 230-110).

Ministry of Development, Old Airport,
Berakas, Bandar Seri Begawan 1190 (tel:
241-911; fax: 240-271).

Ministry of Education, Old Airport,
Berakas, Bandar Seri Begawan 1170 (tel:
244-233; fax: 240-250).

Ministry of Finance, Bandar Seri Begawan
1130 (tel: 242-405; fax: 241-829).

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Jalan Subok,
Bandar Seri Begawan 1120 (tel:
241-177; fax: 224-709).

Ministry of Health, Old Airport, Berakas,
Bandar Seri Begawan 1210 (tel:
226-640; fax: 240-980).

Ministry of Home Affairs, Bandar Seri
Begawan 1140 (tel: 223-225).

Ministry of Industry and Primary Re-
sources, Old Airport, Berakas, Bandar

Seri Begawan 1220 (tel: 224-822; fax:
244-811).

Ministry of Law, Jalan Tutong, Bandar Seri
Begawan 1160 (tel: 244-872; fax:
223-100).

Ministry of Religious Affairs, Bandar Seri
Begawan 1180 (tel: 242-565).

Other useful addresses
Asean Investment Promotion Agency, Min-
istry of Industry and Primary Resources,
Bandar Seri Begawan 1220 (tel:
238-119; fax: 238-811).

British High Commission, 2.01, 2nd
Floor, Block D, Kompleks Bangunan
Yayasan Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah,
Jalan Pretty, PO Box 2197, Bandar Seri
Begawan 8711 (tel: 222-2231; fax:
223-4315).

Brunei Darussalam Embassy (USA), 3520
International Court, NW, Washington DC
20008 (tel: (+1-202) 237-1838; fax:
(+1-202) 885-0560; e-mail:
info@bruneiembassy.org).

Brunei Industrial Development Authority
(BINA), Km 8, Jalan Gadong, BE 1118
(tel: 444100; fax: 423300; e-mail:
bruneibina@brunet.bn).

Controller of Customs and Excise,
Jabatan Customs and Excise Di-Raja,
Bandar Seri Begawan (tel: 222-342).

Economic Development Board, Ministry of
Finance, 2nd Floor, RBA Plaza, Jalan Sul-
tan, Bandar Seri Begawan 2085 (postal
address: Locked Bag 15, Bandar Seri
Begawan 1999) (tel: 229-269; fax:
241-417).

University of Brunei Darussalam, Gadong,
Bandar Seri Begawan (tel: 227-001).

US Embassy, 3rd Floor, Teck Guan Plaza,
cnr Jalan Sultan and Jalan MacArthur,
Bandar Seri Begawan (tel: 229-670; fax:
225-293).

Other news agencies: BruDirect (in Eng-
lish): www.brudirect.com

Brunei News (in English):
www.bruneinews.net

Internet sites
Brunei Darussalam homepage: www.
brunet.bn

Government of Brunei: www.brunei.gov.
bn


