
Belarus

W
hen a foreign fertilizer executive
was jailed shortly after an August
meeting in Minsk with

Belorussian leaders that was aimed at
healing a broken joint-venture agreement
affecting some 20 per cent of annual state
revenues, the event was as predictable as
it was alarming. Well, almost.

The country’s president, Aleksandr
Lukashenko, has routinely asserted the
public interest as a paramount objective
for private business during nearly two de-
cades in power. And he’s made selective
application of the law an equally com-
monplace occurrence. Only never before
had he done so with a Russian citizen.

Desperate measures
The arrest of Vladislav Baumgartner, the
chief executive officer (CEO) of OAO
Uralkali – the world’s second-largest pot-
ash producer – and the lengthy detention
that followed spoke volumes. And as
much about the precarious state of the
Belorussian economy in 2013 as the

desperation of a president bent on retain-
ing his political stranglehold.

The demise of the trade agreement –
which analysts reckon is worth better than
30 per cent of a US$23 billion per annum
global market – is creating a competitive
threat to the state-run Belaruskali potash
concern, a partner in the Belarus Potas-
sium Corporation (BPC) joint-venture
whose exports are among the country’s
few sources of hard currency. It has also
provided still more relief from the car-
tel-like pricing for the widely used
commodity.

That the Lukashenko regime has
moved against a national from the coun-
try’s dominant trading partner demon-
strates the value it places on those
revenues in terms of political stability.
Coupled with a rift over energy exports
and the gradual rising of the subsidised
prices at which Belarus purchases en-
ergy in its customs union with Russia,
the termination of the production agree-
ment leaves the government with fewer
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Respublika Belarus
(Republic of Belarus)

Head of State: President Aleksandr
Lukashenko (from 1994;
re-elected 19 Dec 2010)

Head of government: Prime Minister
Mikhail Uladzimiravich
Myasnikovich (from Dec 2010)

Ruling party: Coalition of
independent supporters of
President Lukashenko, plus
Kommunisticheskaya Partuya
Belarusi (KPB) (Communist Party of
Belarus) and Agrarnaya Partiya
Belarusi (APB) (Agrarian Party of
Belarus) (since 1995; re-elected
23 Sep 2012)

Area: 208,000 square km

Population: 9.39 million (2012)*

Capital: Minsk

Official language: Belarusian since
1990 and Russian since 1995
referendum.

Currency: Rouble (R)

Exchange rate: R8,890.00 per US$
(Jul 2013)

GDP per capita: US$6,739 (2012)*

GDP real growth: 1.50% (2012)*

GDP: US$63.26 billion (2012)*

Labour force: 4.66 million (2011)*

Unemployment: 0.60% (official,
2012)* (additional large number
of underemployed)

Inflation: 59.22% (2012)*

Balance of trade: US$565.00 million
(2012)*

* estimated figure
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means of exercising control of the coun-
try’s centrally planned economy.

Absent the rule of law – a precursor for
the flow of the private investment capital
that might fill the void – the dissolution of
the BPC joint-venture appears to play di-
rectly to Russian government demands for
ownership of Belarussian enterprises in
trade for continued beneficial trade ar-
rangement. While Uralkali claimed lower
production costs as the reason for wanting
to go it alone, officials in Minsk de-
manded restitution of the US$100 million
they claim the country lost in revenue due
to the split in order to secure
Baumgartner’s release.

Desperate times
While the headline rise in gross domestic
product (GDP) of 2.8 per cent in 2013
builds on a decade of growth, the underly-
ing structural inability of the Belorussian
economy to withstand exposure to mar-
ket-pricing for commodities and exports
continues to reveal itself. In December
2012, the government agreed to end the
duty-free export of petrol and petrochemi-
cals refined from subsidised Russian
crude oil imports and in violation of their
customs union.

Belarus began exporting petroleum
products labelled in cross-customs docu-
ments as ‘complex organic solvents’ in
2010, when around 244,000 tonnes left
the country under the duty-free arrange-
ment for mixtures of oil products and al-
cohol used for lubrication and cleaning

purposes; not as fuel. However, export
levels grew nearly ten-fold, to 2.1 million
tonnes, in 2011 and looked to better than
double in 2012, when 2.9 million tonnes
were exported in the first six months.

A Russian investigation revealed that
refined fuels were being included under
the scheme. As a member of the Rus-
sian-led Eurasian Economic Community,
Belarus does not pay duty on Rus-
sian-supplied oil. However, it is required
to collect duty on exports of fuel and pe-
troleum products refined from imported
crude and turn those receipts over to Mos-
cow. Russian officials placed losses in tax
revenue at US$1.5 billion.

Minsk agreed to amend the Code of
the Customs Union that underpins the
agreement among ex-Soviet republics,
including Kazakhstan, to create a com-
mon economic area by 2015. However,
it did so only after Moscow tied the reso-
lution that placed a tax on exports of
thinners and lubricants to an imposition
of quotas on crude shipments to
Belorussian refineries.

Desperate men
The regime’s defiance comes as govern-
ment-owned assets are being hived off to
compensate for the economy’s structural
failings. In 2011, the government was
forced to sell its remaining 50 per cent
stake in the Beltransgaz pipeline that links
Russian natural gas with consumers in the
West to Gazprom, the Russian state-con-
trolled monopoly supplier.

In addition to modernisation that will
expand capacity by 30 per cent, to 15 bil-
lion cubic metres, by 2017, the deal also
contains subsidy agreements that sees
Belarussian customers charged the same
rates for gas as their Russian counterparts.
For 2014, the figure is US$164 per cubic
metre, which compares favourably to the
US$400 per cubic metre tariff charged
Western consumers. In addition, the Rus-
sian government is guaranteeing loans for
the construction of a nuclear power plant
in Astravets, on the Lithuanian border and
some 50km from Vilnius.

Observers say that the commitments are
in part a demonstration to the Belarussian
public of the specific benefits of Russian
investment in the domestic economy. And
that by leveraging a seemingly unsustain-
able and decidedly limited industrial base,
Moscow hopes to increase its control over
the Belarussian economy.

The dissolution of the BCP agreement
appears as another step in that direction,
albeit under the guise of a private com-
pany. Uralkali in July 2013 broke an
eight-year-old production-sharing agree-
ment with Belaruskali and began cutting
prices offered by the BPC joint-venture to
its world-wide base of customers. This ef-
fectively froze the Belorussian govern-
ment out of proceeds from sales of potash,
applied to cultivated land to retain water.
Making matters worse for higher-priced
Belorussian production is that per-tonne
potash prices have declined on world mar-
kets from US$900 in 2009 to below
US$400 at mid-year 2013.

Publicly listed in Moscow and London,
Uralkali’s largest shareholder is billion-
aire Suleiman Kerimov, a professional in-
vestor who owes a twice-made fortune to
investments leveraged with loans from
state-controlled Russian banks Sberbank
and VTB. A portfolio player, Kerimov
owned a significant stake in Gazprom as
late as 2008 and speculation is rife that he
acts as a front-man for private-sector in-
vestments by the Kremlin.

Nevertheless, Kerimov’s name did not
appear on a list of those wanted in connec-
tion with a Belarussian Investigative
Committee inquiry into criminal activity
at BPC. At the time of Baumgartner’s de-
tention, the country’s Prosecutor’s Office
also charged three others at the joint-ven-
ture company with ‘abuses’ of executive
and supervisory authority.

Lukashenko met with Putin in late Sep-
tember 2013 as part of a joint military ex-
ercise in both countries involving some
22,000 troops. After the six-day event –
the first-ever war games involving the two
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KEY INDICATORS Belarus

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m 9.67 9.48 9.49 *9.47 *9.39

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 60.30 49.00 55.20 55.50 *63.26

GDP per capita US$ 6,234 5,166 5,824 5,881 *6,739

GDP real growth % 10.2 0.2 7.7 5.3 *1.5

Inflation % 14.8 13.0 7.7 53.2 *59.2

Unemployment % 1.0 0.9 0.7 0.7 *0.6

Industrial output % change 16.1 2.5 12.4 – –

Agricultural output % change 8.5 0.3 2.6 – –

Exports (fob) (goods) US$m 33,043.3 21,360.7 25,347.8 40,772.5 45,574.0

Imports (fob) (goods) US$m 39,154.5 28,317.7 34,466.0 44,374.1 45,009.0

Balance of trade US$m -6,111.2 -6,957.0 -9,118.2 -3,601.6 565.4

Current account US$m -5,049.0 -6,388.7 -8,492.7 -5,121.0 *-1,819.0

Total reserves minus
gold US$m 2,686.9 4,831.4 3,431.0 2,529.7 5,809.0

Foreign exchange US$m 2,685.9 4,252.9 2,863.3 1,910.9 5,241.0

Exchange rate per US$ 2,136.40 2,789.50 2,978.50 3,017.22 8,545.00

* estimated figure



armies – Baumgartner reportedly was
moved from internment in the KGB jail in
Minsk to a house-arrest in a private apart-
ment in the Belorussian capital. Entering
October 2013, he was still being held.

Untenable economy
The constraints on the centrally planned
model that the Lukashenko regime has op-
erated since the former collective farm ad-
ministrator bested Vyacheslav Kebich, the
country’s first prime minister, for the presi-
dency in 1994 have become increasingly
apparent in the wake of the global financial
crisis. Growth has slowed from the 8 per
cent annual averages seen from the turn of
the millennium to the onset of the collapse
in 2008 to the 2.8 per cent of 2013.

Lower export demand in the intervening
years and a decline in prices for its exports
have created a current-account deficit that
the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
forecasts will reach higher than 6 per cent
of GDP in 2014. Meanwhile, Belarus con-
tinues to be limited in ability to borrow
externally. This stems in part from a brutal
crackdown on opposition candidates and
supporters in the wake of elections in
2010 that saw Lukashenko win a fourth
five-year term in office and by a landslide;
despite pre-election opinion polls show-
ing he had the support of only around 30
per cent of eligible voters.

The continued oppression of opposition
parties – mirrored in the treatment of
Baumgartner – makes European Union of-
ficials unwilling to enter deeper discus-
sions with the regime, let alone allow it to
participate in the sort of pre-accession
customs union it is proposing to neigh-
bouring Ukraine. As a result, the reliance
on Russia – itself moving to more stand-
ardised trade policies as it works to forge a
common market to the East – continues to
subject the Belarussian economy to sig-
nificant shocks. Such as in 2011, when the
currency – the Belorussian rouble – lost
70 per cent of its value against the US dol-
lar amid 110-per-cent inflation.

Tightening by the National Bank of the
Republic of Belarus (the central bank)
worked to bring inflation down to around
20 per cent in 2012. As well, a more fa-
vourable energy trade agreement stem-
ming from the sale of the Beltransgaz
network to Gazprom worked to steady the
currency thanks to improved balance of
payments – to a surplus of nearly 5 per
cent in 2012 – that the deal engendered.

Looking ahead
Given the Kremlin’s predisposition to al-
low countries in its sphere of influence to

govern themselves as they see fit, it is dif-
ficult to see a regime change despite the
outward affrontery displayed in
Baumgartner’s detention and the govern-
ment’s subsequent ransom demands. The
economic ties are too deep.

As such, macroeconomic stability ap-
pears to rest on a weak foundation. The
World Bank expects fiscal and monetary
expansion to engender increased turmoil,
with inflationary effects on real exchange
rates undercutting the attractiveness of
Belorussian exports. Meanwhile, a pau-
city of foreign investment means the
country will continue to rely on external
sources – namely Russia – for the debt
needed to refinance its current account
deficit.

Notwithstanding the impasse over BCP,
the question that leaps from an assessment
of the structural imbalances created by
Lukashenko’s steadfast commitment to
central planning is how quickly state-held
industrial and resource assets will be bar-
tered for those credits. And how cheaply.
While the president has proved a dis-
tinctly obstinate business partner, the de-
sire to maintain his position has made him
decidedly more compliant when it comes
to cutting a deal.

Risk assessment
Politics Poor
Economy Fair
Regional stability Good

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
During the thirteenth and fourteenth cen-
turies, Belarus was part of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania.
1500s The Grand Duchy was united with
Poland.
1800s The dismemberment of Poland as
it then was led to Belarus becoming a part
of the Russian empire.
1918 Belarus became part of the Soviet
Union, following the Russo-German treaty
of Brest Litovsk.
1941–44 Belarus was occupied by Nazi
Germany. After the war, Belarus was re-
turned to its status as a Soviet republic, al-
though, uniquely, it was granted
membership of the UN in its own right.
1988 The Narodni Front Belarusi (NFB)
(Belarusian Popular Front) was formed.
1991 Independence was declared. Fol-
lowing the disintegration of the Soviet Un-
ion, the Kommunisticheskaya Partuya
Belarusi (KPB) (Communist Party of
Belarus) quickly established itself as the
main political force. Stanislau
Shushkevich (NFB), a moderate reformer,
was chosen as head of the Supreme

Soviet, a body dominated by old-guard
communists.
1994 Shushkevich was dismissed after a
vote of no-confidence. The constitution
was settled. Belarus was influential in the
creation of the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States (CIS). The first free presi-
dential elections were won by Aleksandr
Lukashenko, ahead of Vyacheslav Kebich.
1996 A constitutional referendum
changed the structure of government and
gave the president sweeping powers. It
also extended President Lukashenko’s
term of office until 2001.
1997 Belarus and Russia ratified the
treaty establishing a Union of Russia and
Belarus.
1998 Belarus and Russia agreed to begin
steps to merge their currencies and taxa-
tion systems.
2000 Parliamentary elections were boy-
cotted by the opposition. The presidents of
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia
and Tajikistan (formerly the Customs Five)
established the Eurasian Economic Com-
munity (EEC).
2001 President Lukashenko was returned
to power and began a second five-year
term amid controversy over the fairness of
the election. The president appointed
Henadz Navitski as prime minister.
2002 The IMF refused financial assis-
tance, on the grounds that Belarus had
not made sufficient economic reforms.
2003 President Lukashenko dismissed
Prime Minister Navitski; he was succeeded
by Sergei Sidorski. Russia, Ukraine,
Kazakhstan and Belarus signed an eco-
nomic union treaty.
2004 A referendum agreed to allow
Aleksandr Lukashenko to serve as presi-
dent again (third time). Parliamentary
elections were won by supporters of the
president.
2006 President Lukashenko was
re-elected with 82.6 per cent of the vote.
The EU and US considered the election
seriously flawed.
2007 A second amendment to the consti-
tution was adopted. Presidential terms in
office were no longer limited to two.
2008 Parliamentary elections were won
by independent supporters of President
Lukashenko, and the KPB and Agrarnaya
Partiya Belarusi (APB) (Agrarian Party of
Belarus). Protestors accused the adminis-
tration of electoral fraud in anti-govern-
ment demonstrations on the streets of the
capital, Minsk. The Organisation for Se-
curity and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE) reported the elections as having
fallen short of democratic principles of
transparency and the count in 48 per cent
of polling stations visited judged bad or
very bad, with deliberate falsification of
results observed.

167

Belarus



2010 The on-going dispute with Russia
over natural gas supplies and Belarusian
payments for it resulted in Russian gas
supplies to Europe, transiting Belarus, be-
ing shut down by Belarus. Agreement was
finally reached, Belarus paid the outstand-
ing debt and supplies resumed. A customs
union between Belarus, Russia and
Kazakhstan became fully operational. In-
ternational observers declared the presi-
dential elections held on 19 December as
‘deeply flawed’. Of the 10 candidates al-
lowed to participate, incumbent Aleksandr
Lukashenko won 79.7 per cent and his
closest rival Andrei Sannikov won 2.6 per
cent; turnout was 90 per cent. Following
announcement of the results, thousands
protested. Security forces responded by
arresting demonstrators and seven presi-
dential candidates and their supporters.
The president appointed Mikhail
Myasnikovich as prime minister.
2011 The government closed the OSCE
Minsk office in January for criticising the
2010 presidential election. Approval by
the OSCE had been seen as crucial to
Belarus’s chances of receiving EU aid. Al-
exander Lukashenko was sworn in for his
fourth five-year term as president in Janu-
ary. A number of political prisoners were
released at the end of January, ahead of
an EU foreign ministers’ meeting to dis-
cuss re-imposing sanctions. However,
both the EU and the US imposed tough
sanctions and travel bans on President
Lukashenko and his key political support-
ers, following a crackdown on the opposi-
tion. Andrei Sannikov, a former deputy
foreign minister and co-founder of the
Charter 97 group, went on trial on 27
April, accused of organising protests after
the 2010 presidential election. In the last
week of May the Central Bank lifted ex-
change rate restrictions, leading to a
plunge in the value of the rouble that fell
by 36 per cent against the US dollar. On
1 June, the government officially asked
the IMF for a US$8 billion emergency
loan to help it face its severe financial cri-
sis. A team from the IMF visited Belarus
on 13 June to discuss the loan but de-
clined to provide funding until Belarus
demonstrated a commitment to macro-
economic reforms. In June, Russia cut 50
per cent of its power supplies to Belarus,
which admitted it owed US$54 million for
the energy. In November, Russia agreed
to provide natural gas at 60 per cent less
than prices charged to Western Europe in
exchange for the Belarussian gas pipeline
company Baltranshaz. On 18 November,
the presidents of Russia, Belarus and
Kazakhstan signed an agreement to set
targets for setting up an internal market,
the Eurasian Union, by 2015.
2012 On 1 January a Eurasian Commis-
sion began overseeing Belarus’ efforts to

integrate its economy with its internal mar-
ket partners. New restrictions on media
websites were imposed in January. On 16
March two men found guilty of planting a
bomb on the Minsk metro in 2011, killing
at least 14 and injuring several hundred,
were executed. On 16 April, two opposi-
tion activists, Andrei Sannikov and Dmitry
Bondarenko, were released early from po-
litical detention. The main opposition po-
litical parties boycotted parliamentary
elections held on 23 September, protest-
ing over political detentions and the vot-
ing system, which they considered
vulnerable to rigging. Political parties, in-
cluding KPB and APB, won five seats be-
tween them and independents 105 seats.
The official turnout was given as 74.2 per
cent; however, an independent estimate
placed the turnout at around 30 per cent.
The OSCE concluded that not only were
the elections not free and fair, but were
not competitive either.
2013

Political structure
Constitution
The 1994 constitution vested legislative
power in a 260-member Sejm (Supreme
Council).
The first free presidential elections were
held in 1994, after which differences
emerged over the distribution of power
between the president and the Supreme
Council.
The constitutional referendum held in late
1996 and the subsequent introduction of
a new constitution allowed an expansion
of presidential powers and introduced a
new two-chamber National Assembly, re-
placing the Sejm.
On 17 October 2007, the second
amendment to the constitution was
adopted. Presidential terms in office will
no longer be limited to two.
Form of state
Authoritarian presidential republic, where
political life is dominated by the president
and no real opposition is allowed.
The executive
The president is directly elected for a max-
imum of two five-year terms and also
serves as commander-in-chief of the
armed forces, appoints the cabinet and
prime minister and has the power to de-
clare a state of emergency, but not to dis-
solve parliament.
National legislature
The Natsionalnoye Sobranie (National As-
sembly) is a bicameral parliament. In the
Palata Pretsaviteley (Chamber of Repre-
sentatives) (lower house), 110 deputies
are elected by direct election in sin-
gle-seat constituencies. The chamber has
powers to call elections for the presidency,
approve the nomination of the prime min-
ister, draft laws and deliver a vote of no

confidence in the government. The Soviet
Respubliki (Council of the Republic) (up-
per house) has 64 members elected by re-
gional governing councils and eight
members appointed by the president. The
council has the power to review proposed
legislation, approve the nomination of top
officials and consider decrees issued by
the president.
All members of the national assembly
serve four-year terms.
Legal system
Judicial power in the Republic of Belarus
is vested in courts. The Constitutional
Court adjudicates on whether law is con-
stitutional. The prosecutor general is re-
sponsible for ensuring that all laws and
presidential decrees are executed properly
and uniformly across all state bodies and
local Soviets.
Last elections
23 September 2012 (parliamentary); 19
December 2010 (presidential).
Results: Parliamentary:
Kommunisticheskaya Partuya Belarusi
(KPB) (Communist Party of Belarus) won
three seats, Agrarnaya Partya (AP) (Agrar-
ian Party) (one), Republican Party of La-
bour and Justice (one), independents 105
seats. Turnout was 74.2 per cent.
Aleksandr Lukashenko won 79.67 per
cent, Andrei Sannikov 2.56 per cent;
eight other candidates each won less than
2 per cent. Turnout was 90 per cent.
Next elections
2014 (presidential); 2016 (parliamentary)

Political parties
Ruling party
Coalition of independent supporters of
President Lukashenko, plus
Kommunisticheskaya Partuya Belarusi
(KPB) (Communist Party of Belarus) and
Agrarnaya Partiya Belarusi (APB) (Agrarian
Party of Belarus) (since 1995; re-elected
23 Sep 2012)
Main opposition party
No opposition political party or individual
won any seats in the last election.

Population
9.39 million (2012)*
Approximately 13 per cent of the popula-
tion is aged over 65 years; this percent-
age is projected to increase to 13.5 per
cent by 2015. The highest density of pop-
ulation is in the central regions of Minsk
and Grodno.
Last census: March 1999: 10,045,237
Population density: Approximately 48
per square km. Urban population 75 per
cent (2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: -0.3 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Ethnic make-up
Belorussian (78 per cent), Russian (13 per
cent), Polish (4 per cent), Ukranian (3 per
cent), other (2 per cent).
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Religions
Eastern Orthodox (80 per cent), Roman
Catholic, Protestant, Jewish and Islam (20
per cent).

Education
School education is divided into three
stages: primary from aged four; basic
from aged nine; then secondary school-
ing, from aged 11. Secondary schooling
may be taught through gymnasiums, lyce-
ums or colleges, as well as specialised or
technical schools. Gymnasiums provide
secondary education at a higher level,
while lyceums provide vocational educa-
tion. The certificate of lyceum education
gives right of admission to any higher ed-
ucation institution.
Specialised secondary education lasts for
two to four years. Colleges are a new type
of institution in Belarus and provide ad-
vanced specialist training.
Public expenditure on education is esti-
mated at some 6 per cent of annual gross
national income.
Literacy rate: 100 per cent adult rate;
100 per cent youth rate (15–24) (Unesco
2005).
Compulsory years: 4 to 9.
Enrolment rate: 94.2 per cent net pri-
mary enrolment; 77.5 per cent net sec-
ondary enrolment, of the relevant age
groups (including repetition rates), in
2002 (World Bank).
Pupils per teacher: 19 in primary
schools.

Health
The population declined by 0.5 per cent
per annum between 1994—2000 and is
projected to decline at the same rate be-
tween 1999—2015. The Ministry of Sta-
tistics and Analysis reported that the cause
of the decrease is due to the number of
deaths exceeding the number of births.
The dramatic fall in life expectancy since
the early 1990s is caused by environmen-
tal degradation, economic distress and
the ever-present radiation from Chernobyl
fall-out which continues to affect health,
particularly among children.
Medical care in Belarus is limited. There is
a severe shortage of basic medical sup-
plies, including anaesthetics, vaccines and
antibiotics.
HIV/Aids
In 2009, there were an estimated 17,000
people living with HIV (Unicef 2012).
HIV prevalence: 0.3 per cent aged
15–49 in 2009 (Unicef 2012)
Life expectancy: 70 years, 2010 (Unicef
2012)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
1.4 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef
2012); maternal deaths 28 per 100,000
live births (World Bank).

Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 5 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012)

Welfare
For some years now both economic and
political standards have deteriorated un-
der President Lukashenko. As long ago as
1998, a poll by the Ministry of Economy
reported that almost 80 per cent of fami-
lies believed their material well-being had
worsened since the collapse of the Soviet
Union. Although the state exercises con-
trol and mobilises funds for social care
and protection, Belarus, along with other
Eastern European countries, is planning to
privatise its social security systems. For-
eign citizens and people permanently liv-
ing in Belarus have equal rights to social
services.
Since independence, the number of local
non-governmental organisations (NGOs)
has increased dramatically in Belarus. To
strengthen the NGO sector, USAID has
created the Counterpart Alliance Program
(CAP), which provides seed grants to so-
cial service organisations in Belarus.
There is a two tiered system of social se-
curity coverage: general employed work-
ers and special employees (such as
aviators, civil servants and certain medical
personnel). Contributions are acquired
from three sources: workers, 1 per cent of
earnings; employer, 4.7–35 per cent of
the payroll, dependent on industry or en-
terprise; government revenue covers the
cost of social pensions and subsidies as
needed.
Social security payments are made to the
unemployed and those without pension
rights through a general social insurance.
Pensions
Pensions are provided for old age (begin-
ning for men at age 60 and women at
age 55, with 25 or 20 years contributions,
respectively), disabilities and survivors, in-
cluding payments for sickness and mater-
nity benefits.

Main cities
Minsk (capital, estimated population 1.9
million in 2012), Homel (Gomel)
(489,392), Mahileu (Mogilev) (361,779),
Vitsebsk (Vitebsk) (354,563), Hrodna
(Grodno) (339,406), Brèst (318,709).
Names in brackets are the Russian
place-names.
Minsk is the headquarters for the Com-
monwealth of Independent States (CIS)
organisation.

Languages spoken
Ukrainian, Polish and Yiddish.
Official language/s
Belarusian since 1990 and Russian since
1995 referendum.

Media
Press freedom is severely curtailed by
presidential policy, with libel laws being
both civil and criminal offences, resulting
in either heavy fines or imprisonment. The
government denies access by the opposi-
tion to the state-owned media and can
close any independent publication house
without judicial review. It appoints senior
editors to state-run media outlets and de-
cides on news content, even banning mu-
sicians performing pro-opposition music
from radio airtime. The state-run press
distribution monopoly has refused to de-
liver independent newspapers around the
country and internet news websites are
monitored by the State Centre on Infor-
mation Security. In 2006, the US Media
watchdog Freedom House ranked
Belarus’ freedom of the press as 185 out
of 194 in the world and ‘not free’.
A new media law was passed in parlia-
ment that independent journalists say will
restrict online reporting and private media
funding ahead of the 2008 parliamentary
elections.
Press
All state-owned newspapers are heavily
subsidised. Newspapers in the Russian
language have the major share of the
Belarusian market.
Dailies: In Russian, Sovetskaya Belorussia
(www.sb.by), is the main government or-
gan, Respublika (www.respublika.info), is
a Council of Ministers newspaper, other
government publications include 7 Dney
(http://7days.belta.by). Private newspa-
pers include Beloruskaya Gazeta
(http://www.belgazeta.by) and Narodnaya
Volya. In Belarusion Zvyazda
(www.zvyazda.minsk.by). In English
Belarus Today (www.belarustoday.info).
Weeklies: In Russian, Studenckaja Dumka
(http://studumka.iatp.by) is a youth maga-
zine. In English The Minsk Times
(www.sb.by/minsktimes), Belarus
(www.belarus-magazine.by) are general
news and interest magazines.
Business: In Russian, BDG Delovaya
Gazeta (www.bdg.by), Belorussky i Rynok
(www.br.minsk.by) and Ekonomicheskaya
Gazeta (www.neg.by). Delo (East+West)
(www.delobelarus.com) and Entrepreneur-
ship in Belarus (www.nbrb.by/bv) are
monthly magazines.
Broadcasting
The national, state-run broadcaster is
Teleradiocompany (TVR) (www.tvr.by).
Radio: Belarus Radio operates a network
of two national stations and three local,
with internet broadcasting (www.tvr.by).
Programming includes of news, music,
cultural and sports events. External ser-
vices are broadcast in English, German,
Polish and Russian. Other radio stations
include Radio Roks (www.roks.com),
Unistar (http://unistar.by), Alfa Radio
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(http://alpha.by), and Pilot FM (in
Russian).
Television: TVR operates TV-First
(www.tvr.by), the only national public ser-
vice, it also operates the satellite service
Belarus TV. The majority state-owned Na-
tionwide TV (ONT) (www.ont.by) is oper-
ated by Russia’s Channel One.
Stolichnoye Televideniye (STV)
(http://ctv.by) is a local Minsk
broadcaster.
National news agency: Belta
(Belarusian Telegraph Agency)
Other news agencies: Belapan:
http://en.belapan.com
Nashe Mneniye: www.nmnby.org

Economy
The economy is largely dominated by
heavy industry, which accounted for 43.9
per cent of GDP in 2010, of which 31.2
per cent was manufacturing; services ac-
counted for 46.9 per cent and agriculture
9.2 per cent. Belarus’ manufacturing sec-
tor produces vehicles, particularly heavy,
industrial units, motorcycles, household
appliances, textiles, machine tools and
fertilisers. There are mineral deposits and
small reserves of oil and natural gas, all
of which are exploited.
GDP growth had been strong since 2004
when it was a record 11 per cent; it re-
mained high, reaching 10.2 per cent in
2008, but was severely disrupted by the
global economic recession which cut the
international trade on which Belarus re-
lies. GDP growth in 2009 fell to 0.2 per
cent, before picking up with growth of 7.7
per cent in 2010 and remaining strong
with an estimated 5.3 per cent in 2011
The economy began to pick up in 2010,
buoyed by increased consumer spending
and exports. GDP growth was 4 per cent
and industrial output up by 5.9 per cent in
the first quarter and a forecast annual
growth of 11–13 per cent.
Russia is Belarus’ principal trading partner
and any change in their foreign relations
that inhibit imports and exports has a di-
rect influence on the Belarus economy.
Export of goods fell from US$33 billion in
2008 to US$21.4 billion in 2009, before
rising to US$25.3 billion in 2010. Import
of goods, fell from US$39.2 billion in
2008 to US$28.4 billion in 2009, before
rising to US$34.5 billion in 2010. The
trade deficit was -US$9.1 billion in 2010.
The World Bank, the European Commis-
sion and International Monetary Fund
(IMF) have provided fiscal aid since 2007
(US$200 million, US$290 million and
US$2.5 billion respectively), on condition
the government reformed the economy
and introduced measures to foster
free-market practices. These aspects had
been weakened under the rule of Presi-
dent Lukashenko, who had returned

Belarus to Soviet-style centralised plan-
ning, where less than 10 per cent of the
economy was generated by the private
sector. At the start of 2009 the exchange
rate for the rouble against the US dollar
was devalued by 20 per cent and its peg-
ging to the US dollar replaced by a peg to
a basket of currencies including the Rus-
sian rouble, US dollar and euro. This al-
lowed a reduction in external
vulnerabilities and offered the stability
necessary to maintain confidence in the
economy.
On 1 June 2011, the government offi-
cially asked the IMF for a US$8 billion
emergency loan to help it face a severe fi-
nancial crisis. In the last week of May
2011 the Central Bank lifted exchange
rate restrictions which resulted in a plunge
in the value of the rouble of 36 per cent
against the US dollar. The official ex-
change rate, a hangover from the soviet
era and kept in place by President
Lukashenko, had helped fend off intense
economic fluctuations, but the resulting
pressure had swiftly diminished Belarus’
foreign currency reserves. Imports that
were held up waiting for banking transac-
tions to be completed sparked a steady
increase in inflation as goods in the mar-
ket disappeared. On 1 July, the govern-
ment froze the price of some staple foods
and increased bank interest rates from 14
per cent to 16 per cent per annum.

External trade
Principal trading partners are Russia and
CIS countries. Belarus concluded a cus-
tom union agreement with Russia and
Kazakhstan in October 2010, which will
improve exports to Russia. The customs
union plans a single currency by 2020.
Belarus is a major exporter of tractors
worldwide.
On 19 October 2011, a free trade
agreement (FTA) was signed by Russia
with seven of its former Soviet republics:
Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Moldova and Tajikistan. The FTA must be
ratified by all relevant parliaments before
its instigation in 2012.
On 18 November 2011, the presidents of
Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan signed an
agreement to set targets for setting up an
internal market, the Eurasian Union, by
2015. A Eurasian Commission will begin
an overseeing role for integration on 1
January 2012.
Imports
Imports consist of petroleum and deriva-
tives, rough diamonds, machinery and
equipment, metal products,
pharmaceuticals, foodstuffs, vehicles and
products, chemicals and consumer goods.
Main sources: Russia (54.4 per cent of
total in 2011), Germany (5.6 per cent),
China (4.7 per cent).

Exports
Principal exports include machinery, vehi-
cles and parts, mineral products, chemi-
cals, foodstuffs, iron, steel and energy.
Main destinations: Russia (33.7 per cent
of total in 2011), The Netherlands (15.3
per cent), Ukraine (10.3 per cent).

Agriculture
About 60 per cent of arable land is used
for livestock (cattle and pigs), the rest be-
ing used for cultivation of potatoes, grain,
sugar beet and flax. Although agricultural
lands occupy 9.4 million hectares (45.2
per cent of the total area), more than 30
per cent of the land is still contaminated
as a consequence of the Chernobyl nu-
clear plant explosion in Ukraine in 1986.
Particularly badly hit was the area around
Gomel, where high levels of contamina-
tion are still recorded.
The sector receives heavy state support in
the form of tax reductions, consumer
goods, fertilisers and fuels and remains
collectivised, although there are huge un-
paid wage arrears on collective farms.
The climate in Belarus means that produc-
tion is concentrated on hardier crops, in-
cluding grains, flax, sugar beet and
potatoes, of which Belarus is a leading
producer.
Belarus meets its own food needs except
for feed grains, sugar and vegetable oils,
which the government has targetted for in-
creased production. Agriculture is ori-
ented towards meeting domestic market
demands for food products with a trend
towards animal production.
There has been a steady growth in the
amount of agricultural land under private
ownership, although the process is slow
and obstructed by political and bureau-
cratic problems.
All fishing in Belarus is derived from rivers,
lakes and reservoirs, mainly with drag nets
by small teams moving from location to
location. There is some fish farming,
owned by the state or joint stock compa-
nies with government shareholdings.
Belarus has the capacity to process up to
20,000 tonnes per year of mainly smoked
and salted fish, with a total of around 300
organisations involved in the fishery indus-
try. The main traditional products include
cold smoked fish, salted, preserved and
canned fish. Government programmes in-
clude increasing the level of catches, the
volume and efficiency of fish processing
activity by introducing new technologies.
Belarus has had an agreement with Russia
since 2002, under which Belarus receives
fish quotas in the Russian exclusive eco-
nomic zone for 10 years, Russian-
Belarussian joint ventures base their fleets
in Russian ports and both countries co-or-
dinate their fisheries policies.
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Forest and other wooded land accounts
for over two-fifths of the land area, with
forest cover of 9.4 million hectares. About
three-quarters of the forest is available for
wood supply. Timber includes spruce and
birch, which are generally of high quality.
The state owns all forest and other
wooded land. The Belavezhskaja Pusha
Nature Reserve (north of Brest on the Pol-
ish border) is Europe’s largest remaining
area of primeval forest, totalling 1,300
square km in size.
In the period 1990–2000, afforestation
increased forest cover at an annual aver-
age rate of 3.23 per cent, the equivalent
of 256,000 hectares.
The forest sector in Belarus makes an im-
portant contribution to the economy. The
government has attempted to turn back
the sector’s deterioration in recent years
by increasing exports of wood, wood pro-
cessing and pulp products. It has also in-
vestigated environmentally sustainable
forestry and has launched a programme
of information collation, using satellite
technology, to assess the best use of for-
estry resources.
There is abundant roundwood production,
which is mainly used for sawnwood in
both large state-owned and small private
enterprises. A significant proportion of
roundwood and nearly half of pulpwood
production is exported. There is very little
domestic consumption of production of
sawnwood and panels, but pulp and pa-
per production do not meet domestic
demand.

Industry and manufacturing
The industrial sector accounts for 25.5
per cent of GDP and employs 40 per cent
of the workforce. It has benefited from So-
viet-era industrialisation, which trans-
formed Belarus from an agricultural
economy into the region’s industrial hub.
The sector is diverse and comprises heavy
machine production, micro-electronics,
computers, chemical and mineral pro-
cessing, synthetic fibre production, textiles,
consumer durables and food processing.
Raw materials have to be imported and
manufacturing is reliant on energy im-
ports, mainly from Russia.
One of the prime industrial sub-sectors is
the automative industry. Belarus is the
world’s third largest producer of tractors
and also produces a large number of lor-
ries, motorbikes and other vehicles, which
are exported mainly to Europe. The Minsk
Tractor Works (MTZ) produces up to 8 per
cent of the world’s tractors, which are ex-
ported to more than 100 countries.
Belarus’ electronics sector is highly devel-
oped, due to its role in supplying the So-
viet military machine. It manufactures
radios, televisions and electronic devices
used in engineering, as well as supplying

consumer goods, including refrigerators
and freezers, to countries inside and out-
side the former Soviet Union.
Production of chemicals is concentrated in
Soligorsk, Gomel and Grodno. The
chemical sector produces potassium and
nitrate fertilisers, aminophosphate, medi-
cines, polymers and plastics, chemical
and synthetic fibres, pesticides, rubber
goods and building materials.

Tourism
Although the government has identified
tourism as a potential important sector in
the economy – Belarus has a wide range
of cultural, scenic and natural sites to of-
fer tourists – the country’s tourist infra-
structure is basic and lacks a pool of
private capital investment to boost its as-
sets. The range of tourist activities on offer
includes eco- and agro-tourism, utilising
the natural environment and rural regions,
health spas and recreational tours. There
are three cultural properties and one nat-
ural site included on Unesco’s list of
World Heritage sites.
Travel and tourism contributed over
US$2.3 billion to GDP in 2010, which
rose to US$2.4 billion in 2011. The in-
dustry employed 4 per cent of the
workforce in 2010, falling to 3.8 per cent
in 2011. The government announced new
infrastructure projects in 2010, including
restoration of historic buildings and a new
hotel in Minsk.
Belarus will host the Ice Hockey World
Championship, in Minsk, in 2014. For a
successful tournament, hotel accommoda-
tion will be doubled to 10,000 beds, of
which 1,000 will be in four- and five-star
hotels.
In November 2011 Belarus and Turkey
signed a protocol for simplifying visa reg-
ulations and laws regulating tourism busi-
ness and to provide technical support
between each other and to run joint tour-
ism events and projects. Plans were un-
derway to adopt visa-free travel between
Belarus and Turkey in 2012.

Environment
One-third of the nation’s agricultural land
has been unusable since it was contami-
nated by fall-out from the 1986
Chernobyl nuclear accident.

Mining
Belarus is not rich in natural resources,
except for deposits of peat, used in power
stations and for the manufacture of chem-
icals. There are significant deposits of po-
tassium, which is a major export, and rock
salt. Other resources include clay, sand,
iron ore, cobalt, phosphate, silver and
gold. Many known mineral deposits await
development, while a full survey of the
country’s resources has yet to be carried
out.

Hydrocarbons
Proven oil reserves were negligible by
2010. Consumption was 133,000 barrels
per day (bpd) in 2010, the majority of
which came from Russia. There are two
refineries in the regions of Novopolotsk
Vitebsk and Gomel with a total refining
capacity of 493,000bpd.
Natural gas reserves were negligible by
2010. Consumption was 19.7 billion cu-
bic metres (cum) in 2010 and is heavily
reliant on Russian gas imports.
There are deposits of brown coal of little
value. Coal is not produced; around six
million tonnes are imported from Russia.

Energy
Belarus has a total electricity generating
capacity of 7,850MW, but is dependent
on imported Russian gas for production.
The rising costs of fossil fuels encouraged
the government to consider localising
electricity generation and diversifying the
fuel mix so that by 2012 25 per cent of
electricity and heat will be generated by
alternative energy sources. An agreement
for importing electricity from Ukraine was
signed in 2006, with supplies beginning
with 1.5 billion kilowatt hours (kWh) in
2007, which is expected to steadily rise to
3.5 billion kWh.

Banking and insurance
The National Bank of the Republic of
Belarus (NBRB) (central bank) and the
Commercial Bank for Foreign Economic
Activity (CBFEA) were established in 1991.
All enterprises were instructed to transfer
hard currency funds from the Russian
Vnesheconombank to the CBFEA. The
banking system has seen an increase in
state participation since President
Lukashenko was first elected in 1994.
Priorbank is the largest private bank and
holds 8 per cent of the total assets of the
banking system, making it the fifth largest
in Belarus. Foreign capital participation is
present in 19 banks, including two which
are wholly foreign owned. Credit to the
private sector amounts to 9 per cent of
GDP. In January 2003, Austria’s
Raiffeisen Bank bought a 50 per cent
stake in Priorbank for US$30.5 million,
injecting competition into the sector.
Central bank
The National Bank of the Republic of
Belarus

Time
GMT plus two hours, (daylight saving, late
March to late October, GMT plus three
hours)

Geography
Belarus is situated in north-eastern Eu-
rope. It has frontiers with Poland, in the
west, Lithuania in the north-west and Lat-
via in the north. It has long frontiers with
Russia from the north to the east, and with
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the Ukraine from the east to the south.
The land is a plain with numerous lakes,
swamps and marshes. There is a region of
low lying hills north of Minsk. The highest
point, Mount Dzyarzhynskaya, is only 346
metres above sea-level. The southern part
of the country is an extensive flat marsh-
land. Forests cover some 30 per cent of
the territory. The main rivers are the
Dnepr which flows south to the Black Sea,
and the Pripyat which flows eastwards to
the Dnepr through the Pripyat Marshes.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
Temperature ranges from minus 6 de-
grees Celsius (C) in January, to a high of
18 degrees C in August. The average an-
nual rainfall is 550mm to 700mm.

Dress codes
With grey, freezing winters and wet sum-
mers, fashion takes second place to prac-
ticality in Belarus. Smart dress is required
for business.

Entry requirements
Passports
Valid passport required by all and must be
valid for six months after departure.
All foreign nationals must register their
passports at the local police station within
three days of their arrival; if staying at a
hotel, reception will do this automatically.
Visa
Visas are required by almost all and must
be obtained by anyone travelling through
Belarus by train, including international
routes Warsaw-Moscow and St
Petersburg-Kiev.
Some visa exceptions include nationals of
the CIS, travelling as tourists. For further
details of those exempt and full require-
ments for visas see
www.mfa.gov.by/eng/consul/3.
Business visas allow stays for up to 90
days. Applications must include an invita-
tion, (may be originally supplied as fax)
on official letterhead and should have a
signature of the head of a company as
well as a corporate seal. It should also in-
dicate the expected period of stay and a
pledge by the host company to provide
the invited person full support during their
stay in Belarus including all possible med-
ical expenses.
Visitors must register their stay with
Belarus authorities for visits of over three
days. Exit permits are required by foreign-
ers intending to leave the country with ex-
pired visas.
Currency advice/regulations
Import and export of local currency is not
permitted and all remaining money must
be reconverted before departure. Import
of foreign currency is unlimited; however,
export of same is possible only to the

amount declared on arrival. Currency ex-
change receipts should be retained and
all transactions must be recorded on a
currency declaration form, issued on ar-
rival and surrendered on departure. The
US dollar and euro currencies offer the
best options for conversion. Many public
services can only be paid for in hard
currencies.
Traveller’ cheques, in US dollars or euros,
may be exchanged in large banks only,
other currencies may be more
problematic.
Customs
Small amounts of personal goods are
duty-free. Valuable items such as jewel-
lery, cameras, computers and musical in-
struments should be declared.

Health (for visitors)
Medical insurance is required by all for-
eign citizens visiting Belarus.
Mandatory precautions
None
Advisable precautions
Water precautions are recommended
(water purification tablets may be useful).
Dairy products, mushrooms and fruits of
the forest (all of which may still be con-
taminated by radiation from the
Chernobyl disaster) should be avoided.
Some immunisations may be advanta-
geous: polio, typhoid, diphtheria and tet-
anus, and hepatitis A for longer term
visitors.
It is wise to carry adequate supplies of
prescribed medicines, and have precau-
tionary antibiotics if going outside major
urban centres. A travel kit including a dis-
posable syringe is a reasonable
precaution.

Hotels
Minsk and Vitebsk boast two-, three- and
four-star hotels; other cities have two and
three-star hotels. There are no five-star
Western-standard hotels in Belarus (as of
2006).

Credit cards
Large hotel, restaurants and at foreign
currency shops accept major credit cards.
There are a few ATMs in Minsk.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year), 7 Jan (Orthodox
Christmas Day), 8 Mar (Women’s Day),
15 Mar (Constitution Day), 1 May (Labour
Day), 9 May (Victory Day), 3 Jul (Inde-
pendence Day), 2 Nov (Dzyady/Remem-
brance Day), 7 Nov (Day of the October
Revolution), 25 Dec (Christmas Day).
Variable dates
Good Friday, Orthodox Good Friday,
Easter Monday, Orthodox Easter Monday.

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Fri: 0900–1700, including
Priorbank, Minsk 2 airport.
Foreign exchange outlets are open all day
until late, and some open 24 hours.
Business
Mon–Fri: 0900–1800 (appointments best
between 0900–1000).
Government
Mon–Fri: 0900–1300, 1400–1800.
Shops
Most food stores are now open Mon–Sat:
0900–1400 and 1500–2000. Sat:
0900–1800.
General stores open Mon to Fri:
1000–1400 and 1500–1900. Sat:
1000–1800.
There are some 24-hour food stores.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
Networks operate in urban areas and
highways but do not cover rural areas.
Two operators offer digital GSM,
900/1800 services, available throughout
most of the country.

Electricity supply
220V AC 50Hz. European-style round
two-pin plugs are in use.

Social customs/useful tips
Business is conducted formally and ap-
pointments are essential. A firm hand-
shake is important as is negotiating an
agenda at the beginning of the meeting.
Smoking in meetings is very common. Ask
permission before lighting a cigarette and
offer cigarettes generously.
Written communications are particularly
important with large bureaucracies. Ad-
dress the recipient formally and keep a
copy of everything. It is customary to take
a small gift on a business or social visit.
Offering basic food is considered insult-
ing; offer little luxuries. It is impolite to ac-
company guests who are not invited to a
social function. Gratuities are not obliga-
tory but are becoming more widespread.
Vodka is the national drink.

Security
Crime is still negligible and visitors should
avoid political demonstrations.
It is advisable to keep away from military
establishments.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Belavia
International airport/s: Minsk 2 (MSQ),
43km east of the city, facilities include
banks and bureaux de change, bars, car
hire, duty-free shops, post office and
restaurants.
Airport tax: None
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Surface
Road: Good road connections exist with
Ukraine, the Baltic States, Poland and
Russia. Visitors arriving by car are advised
to insure their vehicle with a Belarusian in-
surer (eg Belingosstrakh); offices can be
found at crossing sites. Note that petrol is
limited and only 4-star and diesel are
available. Most petrol stations only accept
cash.
A fee for drivers of foreign vehicles is col-
lected at border checkpoints and varies
according to the length of stay.
Rail: There are train connections with all
neighbouring countries, with express trains
from most European capitals.

Getting about
National transport
Road: There is road network of over
55,000km, the majority of which is hard
surfaced. Petrol is limited; only 4-star and
diesel are available; and most petrol sta-
tions only accept cash. Motorways con-
nect many of the major cities.
Rail: Total railtrack is about 5,523km
broad gauge, of which approximately
875km is electrified. Train tickets and res-
ervations can be purchased at Francyska
Skaryny Prospekt No 18, Minsk.
Water: Belarus is landlocked, but there is
an extensive network of inland waterways
(3,800km) which mainly convey cargo
goods. The Mukhavets and Pripyat rivers
in south Belarus are connected by the
strategic Dnepr-Buh Canal, which in turn
gives access to the Baltic and Black Seas.
City transport
Taxis: Taxis are plentiful; they can be
found waiting in front of hotels, at the air-
port, railway station and bus station. Jour-
ney time from the airport to city centre is
about 40 minutes.
Buses, trams & metro: The city of Minsk
has a metro that covers the central district,
with two lines and 23 stations. Trains run
between 0600-0100; entry to the under-
ground is by tokens which are obtainable
from stations.
There are buses from the international air-
port to city centre, journey time about 60
minutes.
Urban buses, trams and trolleybuses run
between 0535-0055; tickets for these can
be purchased at news-stands or kiosks
and must be punched when boarding.
Car hire
Cars can be rented, with or without a
driver. An international driving licence
with international permit is required. There
are numerous restrictions that apply to
driving. It is illegal to drive after consum-
ing any amount of alcohol, no matter how
little. Driving is on the right. International
traffic signs and regulations are in use.
Speed limits are 60kph (37mph) in towns

and cities and 90kph (55mph) on country
lanes and speed traps are widespread.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling (IDD)
code for Belarus is +375, followed by
area code and subscriber’s number:
Brest 16 Minsk 17
Gomel 23 Mogilev 22
Grodno 15 Vitebsk 21

Useful telephone numbers
Emergency: 101
Mobile/cell: 011
Police: 102
Mobile/cell: 022
First aid: 103
Mobile/cell: 033
Road inquires: 104
Rail inquires: 105
Air terminal inquires: 104
Tourism inquires: 107
Pharmacies : 169
Automated services
Clock:188
24-hour shops:193
Weather forecast:195

Chambers of Commerce
Belarussian Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Communisticheskaya Street,
220029 Minsk (tel: 290–7249; fax:
290–7248; e-mail: mbox@cci.by).

Brest Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try, 14 Kubysheva Street, 224016 Brest
(tel: 223-2400; fax: 223-4854; e-mail:
bo@tppbrs.belpak.brest.by).

Grodno Chamber of Commerce and
Indutry, Sovetskaya Street, 20023 Grodno
(tel: 224-9070; e-mail:
anat@grocci.belpark.grodno.by).

Minsk Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try, 65 Ya Kolas Street, 220113 Minsk
(tel: 266-0473; fax: 266-2604; e-mail:
secret@mdbcci.belpak.minsk.by).

Vitebsk Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, Kosmonavtov Street, 210001
Vitebsk (tel: 236-3052; fax: 236-4674;
e-mail: vitebsk@cci.by).

Banking
Belagroprom Bank, 44 Kropotkina Street,
Minsk 220002 (tel: 503-958).
Bel Vnesh Econom Bank (Belarus Bank for
Foreign Economic Affairs), 10
Zaslavskaya Street, Minsk 220004 (tel:
269-757, 267-022; fax: 269-759).

Commercial Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (Belbusinessbank), 6a
Partizansky Ave, 220033 Minsk (tel:
298-147, 768-942; fax: 298-147,
768-504).

Central bank
The National Bank of the Republic of
Belarus, 20 F Skorina Avenue, 220008
Minsk (tel: 219-2303; fax: 227-4879;
e-mail: email@nbrb.by).

Travel information
Belavia (Belarusian Airlines), 14 Nemiga
Street, Minsk 220004 (tel: 210-4100;
fax: 220-2383; email: info@belavia.by;
internet: www.belavia.by/index_en.htm).

National tourist organisation offices
Belintourist, 19 Masherov Avenue,
220004 Minsk (tel: 226-9840; fax:
223-1143: email: office@belintourist.by;
internet: www.belintourist.by).

Ministries
Department of Foreign Economic Co-op-
eration (tel: 269-169).

Department of International Relations (tel:
269-187; fax: 269-936).

Ministry of Agriculture, Dom Pravitelstva,
Minsk (tel: 271-377, 271-352,
205-492).

Ministry of Finance, Dom Pravitelstva,
220010 Minsk (tel: 296-949).

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, ul. K. Mark 16,
220050 Minsk (tel: 272-011; fax:
293-383).

Ministry of Information, Prospekt
Mashirova 11, Minsk (tel: 237-574).

Ministry of Statistics and Analysis of the
Republic of Belarus, 12 Partizan Avenue,
Minsk 220658 (tel: 491-261, 495-200;
fax: 492-204).

Ministry of Trade, Kirov St. Building, Minsk
220084 (tel: 276-121).

State Committee for Foreign Economic
Relations, House of Government, Minsk
220010 (tel: 296-345).

State Committee for Economic Planning,
Dom Pravitelstva, Minsk (tel: 296-944).

Other useful addresses
Belarusintorg, Foreign Trade Organisa-
tion, Ulitsa Kollektornaya 10, 220048
Minsk (tel: 207-812, 209-756, 208-188;
fax: 209-470, 204-763).

British Embassy, 37 Karl Marx Street,
Minsk 220016 (tel: 292-303/4/5,
172105920; fax: 292-306,
172292306); Visa and Consulate Section
(tel: 292-310; fax: 292-311).

Minsk Expo Exhibition Company, pr.
Masherova 14, Minsk 220035 (tel:
226-9193/9890; fax: 226-9192/9936;
e-mail: minskexpo@brm.minsk.by;
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internet site: http://www.minskexpo.
com.by).

National Centre for Marketing and Price
Study, 7-1117 Masherov Avenue, Minsk,
PO 220004 (to reach the National Cen-
tre call for voice connection and/or fax:
266-758).

Union of Enterpreneurs, 13
Internatsional’naya St, Minsk 220050 (tel:
172-587; fax: 271-596).

US Embassy, 46 Starovilenskaya Street,
Minsk 220002 (tel: 210-1283; fax:
234-7853).

National news agency: Belta
(Belarusian Telegraph Agency)
26 Kirov street, Minsk, 220030 (tel:
227-1991; fax: 227-1346; internet:
www.belta.by).

Other news agencies: Belapan:
http://en.belapan.com

Nashe Mneniye: www.nmnby.org

Internet sites
Belarus portal: http://www.e-belarus.org

Belarusian web links:
http://www.belarusian.com/links

Belarusian web sites:
http://www.ac.by/country/belwww.html

General information:
http://www.belarus.net

Investment: http://www.ib.by

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.cci.by

Business information:
http://www.delobelarus.com

General information: http://www.open.by


