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Anguilla

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
Anguilla was originally settled about
1,500BC by Arawak Indians, who called it
Malliouhana, and later by Carib Indians.
1650 The British established a colony on
Anguilla.
1745 and 1796 Anguilla repelled attacks
by France.
1882 Anguilla became part of a larger
colony governed from St Kitts.
1967 St Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla became a
state, in association with the UK. (The sta-
tus of an associated state allowed St
Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla to become independ-
ent internally while the British government
retained responsibility for external affairs
and defence).
1969 Two brief Anguilla rebellions ended
after British security forces were sent to in-
stall a British commissioner.
1971 The Anguilla Act was passed by the
British parliament. A major provision of
the Act stated that, should St
Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla initiate legislative
steps to terminate the status of associa-
tion, Anguilla could be separated formally
from the other islands.
1980 Anguilla separated from St Kitts-
Nevis and became a British Dependent
Territory.
1982 A new constitution gave Anguilla
greater control over its internal affairs.
1994 The Anguilla United Party (AUP) was
elected and its leader, Hubert Hughes,
became chief minister.
1999 Hughes was re-elected, but lost his
parliamentary majority when Victor Banks,
leader of his coalition partner, the
Anguilla Democratic Party (ADP),
resigned.
2000 Hughes called a general election –
four years early – in order to break the
constitutional deadlock. Hughes and the
ANP lost the election, which was won by
the Anguilla United Front (AUF), coalition
led by the Anguilla National Alliance
(ANA) and the ADP; Osbourne Fleming
(ANA) was appointed chief minister.
2002 Under UK legislation all British De-
pendent Territories became British Over-
seas Territories.
2005 The AUF coalition was re-elected.
Andrew George was appointed governor.
2006 Wilhelm Bourne was appointed at-
torney general in succession to Ronald
Scipio.

2007 A review of the constitution began.
2009 Anguilla Air Express, an executive
air service to San Juan, Puerto Rico, be-
gan operations. Andrew George retired
and Alistair Harrison replaced him as
governor.
2010 In parliamentary elections the op-
position Anguilla United Movement (AUM)
won more seats (four seats out of seven)
in the national assembly, despite winning
fewer votes than the outgoing AUF, due to
the voting system of first-past-the-post.
Herbert Hughes (AUM) became chief
minister.
2011 In January the chief minister re-
newed his call for Anguilla to be given in-
dependence from the UK, following an
announcement in 2010 by Governor Har-
rison that he would not sign and pass the
2011 budget. In April the governor finally
approved the 2011 budget. A census was
undertaken on 11 May.
2012 The preliminary results of the census
were published in January; the population
was 13,542 people. On 2 May, the luxury
Cap Juluca resort was sold at public auc-
tion to an investor syndicate. The new in-
vestment will include a renovated resort
(costing up to US$80 million) with addi-
tional guest facilities and the sale of a lim-
ited number of residential villas.
2013 On 1 May Anguilla, along with Ber-
muda, the British Virgin Islands, the
Cayman Islands, Montserrat and the Turks
and Caicos Islands, signed a tax sharing
agreement with the tax authorities of
France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the
UK.

Political structure
Constitution
Anguilla Constitutional Order 1 April
1982 (amended 1990), gave greater
control over its internal affairs.
Form of state
A self-governing, British Overseas Terri-
tory; residents have British citizenship (and
by extension access to the European Un-
ion). Foreign affairs and defence are ad-
ministered from the UK
The executive
Executive power rests with an appointed
British governor, assisted by an executive
council (chief minister, two ex-officio
members and not more than three other
ministers).
The governor, appointed from the UK, is
responsible for defence and external

KEY FACTS

Official name: Anguilla
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* estimated figure



affairs, but is required to consult the chief
minister on matters relating to internal se-
curity, the police and civil service.
National legislature
The unicameral House of Assembly has
seven members elected for five-year terms
in single-seat constituencies, plus two
nominated members and two ex-officio
members.
Legal system
The legal system is based on English com-
mon law. Anguilla is a member of the
Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court, which
is responsible for the high court and court
of appeals. Final appeal rests with the
Privy Council in the UK.
Last elections
15 February 2010 (parliamentary)
Results: Parliamentary: Anguilla United
Movement (AUM) won 32.68 per cent of
the vote (four seats out of seven), Anguilla
United Front (AUF) 39.37 per cent (two),
Anguilla Progressive Party 14.71 per cent
(one), independents 13.24 per cent
(none).
Next elections
2015 (parliamentary)

Political parties
Ruling party
Anguilla United Movement (AUM) (from
15 Feb 2010)
Main opposition party
Anguilla United Front (AUF)
Political situation
The downturn in the global economy has
had a severe negative effect on Anguilla,
along with all of its neighbours. Not only
has government revenue fallen, leading to
spending cut backs, but the UK’s Foreign
and Commonwealth Overseas Territories
office is demanding more commitment by
the Anguillian government to good gover-
nance and public accountability. At the
same time the US and EU want details of
their citizens who may be possible tax
evaders.
The AUF government’s record was found
wanting by the electorate when, in parlia-
mentary elections held on 15 February,
the opposition Anguilla United Movement
(AUM) won more seats (four seats out of
seven) in the national assembly, despite
winning fewer votes than the outgoing
AUF, due to the voting system of
first-past-the-post. Herbert Hughes (AUM)
became chief minister.

Population
13,542 (2011; preliminary census results)
Approximately 4,000 Anguillans live in
the USA.
Last census: October 2001: 11,430
Population density: 104.5 inhabitants
per sq km.
Annual growth rate: 3.3 per cent
(2003)

Ethnic make-up
Mainly of African descent; some of Irish
descent.
Religions
Anglican (40 per cent), Methodist (33 per
cent), Seventh-Day Adventist (7 per cent),
Baptist (5 per cent), Roman Catholic (3
per cent).

Main cities
The Valley (capital, estimated population
2,035 in 2012), North Side (2,592), The
Quarter (1,737), Stoney Ground (1,545),
The Farrington (1,199).

Languages spoken
Official language/s
English

Media
Press
The only local newspaper, The Anguillan
(www.anguillian.com), is published weekly
.
Dailies: Chronicle and The Daily Herald
are published in St Martin and cover
Anguillan news.
Periodicals: What We Do in Anguilla is
an annual magazine with tourist
information.
Broadcasting
Radio: The government-owned national
radio station, Radio Anguilla, operates
Radio Axa (www.radioaxa.com) with news,
music and talk shows. There are several
private radio stations including some with
religious programming such as New Be-
ginning Radio, The Caribbean Beacon
and Voice of Creation. General interest
stations include Klass FM
(www.klass929.com), Heart Beat Radio
(http://hbr1075.com) and Kool FM
(www.koolfm103.com).
Television: The Caribbean Cable Com-
munications operates Anguilla Television
with two channels offering local and inter-
national programmes.
Other news agencies: Caribbean Net
News: www.caribbeannetnews.com

Economy
With so few natural resources Anguilla’s
economy is dominated by financial ser-
vices, high-end tourism (accounting for an
estimated 23 per cent of GDP in 2011,
with direct revenue of US$51 million
(EC$137 million)) and export of lobsters
and remittances, as well as grants-in-aid
from the UK and EU. Anguilla is largely
reliant on imported fuel and food.
The economy was hit hard by the global
economic crisis when GDP growth
dropped from 17.3 per cent in 2007 to
-0.3 per cent in 2008, and further still to
-16.5 per cent in 2009. The economy is
not expected to recover until 2012, when
growth is projected to reach a positive 1.5
per cent. Inflation, which had been 10.3
per cent at the height of the boom in

2007, fell to 1.2 per cent in 2008 and
was estimated to be -2.2 per cent in
2010, with a projected 2.5 per cent in
2011.
The global economic crisis drastically cut
the number of visitors to Anguilla and re-
sulted in a lower rating of its debt issue by
the Caribbean Information and Credit
Rating Services (CariCRIS), in 2009. How-
ever, total revenue was forecast to be
US$144 million (EC$389.3 million) in
2011 when 23.9 per cent of employment
is directly involved in tourism and 65.8
per cent of total employment has some in-
volvement in the industry. The tourist and
travel sector was expected to have at-
tracted 7.5 per cent of total foreign direct
investment (US$8.6 million (EC$23.3 mil-
lion)) in 2011.

External trade
Anguilla is an associate member of both
the Caribbean Community (Caricom) and
the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean
States (OECS). However, as a British
Overseas Territory (BOT), Anguilla is con-
strained in its full participation of trading
agreements as negotiated by either
organisation.
Anguilla’s international trade is largely
confined to financial services and
small-scale production of mechanical and
engineering parts and marine crafts and
agricultural products including seafood,
livestock and foodstuffs.
Imports
Principal imports include petroleum, con-
sumer goods, food products, chemicals,
manufactures and textiles, vehicles.
Main sources: Typically US, Puerto Rico,
UK
Exports
Principal exports include lobsters, fish and
other seafood, livestock, salt, rum and
concrete blocks.
Main destinations: Typically UK, US,
Puerto Rico and other Caribbean islands.

Agriculture
The agriculture sector accounts for
around 4 per cent of GDP. There is
mainly small-scale farming of peas, corn,
sweet potatoes, okra and tropical fruits.
The average cultivated plot is less than
0.25ha. Traditional livestock raising
(goats, sheep, poultry) is important, with
some animals raised for export.
Lobster fishing is a major employer and
principal earner of foreign exchange; 70t
are caught each year. The typical annual
fish catch is 250t.

Industry and manufacturing
The manufacturing sector is based primar-
ily on boatbuilding, construction and fish
processing and contributes less than 1 per
cent to GDP.
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Tourism
Tourism is an important component of the
economy, accounting for an estimated 23
per cent of GDP in 2011 with direct reve-
nue of US$51 million (EC$137 million).
Total revenue was forecast to be US$144
million (EC$389.3 million) in 2011. Tour-
ism directly employs 23.9 per cent of the
workforce, with 65.8 per cent of total em-
ployment having some involvement in the
industry. The tourist and travel sector was
forecast to attract 7.5 per cent of total for-
eign direct investment (US$8.6 million
(EC$23.3 million)) in 2011.
The number of visitors peaked in 2007,
with a total of 13,980, of which 3,303 ar-
rived by air and 10,677 by sea. Numbers
during the global economic crisis fell to
9,005 in 2009, but with a modest resur-
gence of 9,723 visitors in 2010. Visitors
from North America account for around
60 per cent of total arrivals, with Euro-
pean and other Caribbean islands provid-
ing the remainder.
In November 2010 the government be-
gan work on its Sustainable Tourism Mas-
ter Plan 2010–2020 (STMP), which
includes public consultation on the indus-
try’s future and development. Initial dis-
cussions focussed on Anguilla’s prime
attractions – pristine beaches and a clean
environment, high quality accommoda-
tion, fine dining, relaxed atmosphere with
a distinctive Caribbean flavour, peace
and tranquillity, safety, friendly people
and various degrees of exclusivity.
There are no known hydrocarbon re-
serves; all needs are met by imports.

Energy
Total installed generating capacity is over
28MW after a new 5.4MW generator was
installed in mid-2009. Anglec (Electricity
Company) is responsible for generation,
transmission and sales.

Financial markets
Stock exchange
Eastern Caribbean Securities Exchange
(ECSE)

Banking and insurance
The seven members of the Organisation
of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS),
Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Gre-
nada, Montserrat, St Kitts and Nevis, St
Lucia and St Vincent and the Grenadines,
share a common currency (the East Carib-
bean dollar (EC$)) and central bank. The
British Virgin Islands and Anguilla are as-
sociate members.
The island’s banking sector is well-regu-
lated and internationally competitive. With
a neutral tax jurisdiction and no foreign
exchange restrictions, Anguilla’s financial
services sector has attracted a lot of for-
eign interest over the years. Around 5,000
companies are registered in Anguilla, with

most of them classified as International
Business Companies (IBCs).
As from 2005 Anguilla has adhered to an
EU tax directive to inform EU citizens’ tax
departments about the amount of money
in savings accounts and allow tax to be
levied from the home country, rather than
imposing a withholding tax, while retain-
ing a saver’s anonimity. Anguilla has also
agreed to supply information on tax fraud,
for criminal or civil trials, and notify EU
member states about additional
malpractices.
On 1 May 2013 Anguilla, along with Ber-
muda, the British Virgin Islands, the
Cayman Islands, Montserrat and the Turks
and Caicos Islands, signed a tax sharing
agreement with the tax authorities of
France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the UK
Central bank
Eastern Caribbean Central Bank, St Kitts
and Nevis.
Offshore facilities
The offshore financial services sector in
Anguilla is the responsibility of the gover-
nor, with day-to-day regulation carried
out by the government’s financial services
department. There are strict laws to com-
bat money laundering and only banks
with a previous good record can be li-
censed as offshore banks. Companies can
be incorporated through the Anguilla
Commercial Online Registration Network
(ACORN).

Time
GMT minus four hours

Geography
Anguilla, a coralline island of 91 square
km, is the most northerly of the Leeward
Islands. It lies to the north-west of St Kitts
and Nevis and 8km (5 miles) to the north
of St Maarten, Netherlands Antilles. The
island of Sombrero (48km north of
Anguilla) is also included in the territory,
as are several other uninhabited small
islands.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
Subtropical with a mean annual tempera-
ture of 27 degrees Celsius. It is hottest
from July–October, coolest from Decem-
ber–February. Cooling trade winds blow
throughout the year. Rain mainly falls
September–December.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all, except US nationals (all
US nationals require a passport for re-en-
try to the US). Passports must be valid for
at least six months after date of entry.
Visa
Required by all, except nationals of US,
Canada, EU, Japan and a number of
other countries visiting for no longer than

six months. From May 2009 EU citizens
may make a short-stay visit, for up to
three months, without a visa. All visitors
require onward or return tickets and suffi-
cient funds for their stay.
Currency advice/regulations
There are no restrictions on the import of
local and foreign currency, but it must be
declared. The export of local and foreign
currency is limited to the amount imported
and declared. Travellers are advised to
take travellers cheques in US dollars to
avoid additional exchange rate charges.

Health (for visitors)
Mandatory precautions
Vaccination certificate for yellow fever re-
quired if arriving from an infected area.
Advisable precautions
Hepatitis A vaccination recommended.
Water and food precautions advisable.

Hotels
Several high-quality hotels and a wide se-
lection of villas and apartments.
10–15 per cent service charge is usually
included in the bill, plus 10 per cent room
tax.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 1 May (Labour
Day), 25 Dec (Christmas Day), 26 Dec
(Boxing Day).
Variable dates
Good Friday, Easter Monday, Anguilla
Day (May), Whit Monday, Queen’s Offi-
cial Birthday (Jun), August Monday (first
Mon in Aug), August Thursday (first Thu in
Aug), Constitution Day (Aug), Separation
Day (third Mon in Dec).

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Thu: 0800–1500; Fri: 0800–1700.
Business
Mon–Fri: 0800–1200, 1300–1600.
Government
Mon–Fri: 0800–1200, 1300–1600.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
GSM 850/1900 services are available
throughout the country.

Electricity supply
110/220V AC, 50 cycles

Getting there
Air
National airline: Air Anguilla.
Anguilla Air Express, an executive air ser-
vice between San Juan, Puerto Rico and
Anguilla, began in February 2009.
International airport/s: Wallblake (AXA),
3km from The Valley. Daily air service
with St Maarten (Netherlands Antilles) and
St Thomas (US Virgin Islands) and regular
air services from Antigua, St Kitts and San
Juan (Puerto Rico). Air taxi and charter
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services are available from Air Anguilla
and Tyden Air.
Airport tax: Departure tax US$20.
Surface
Water: Tropical Shipping and Bernuth
Lines sail from Miami to Anguilla. Fre-
quent ferry services operate between
Blowing Point and Marigot Bay, St Martin
(French Antilles).
Main port/s: Road Bay, Sandy Ground;
Blowing Point is a smaller port.

Getting about
National transport
Road: There is no public transport. Use
taxis or car hire to travel. Anguilla has
about 105km of roads, of which 65km
are surfaced, but not to good standard.
Public roads cover all parts of the island.
City transport
Taxis: Most generally used form of trans-
port; readily available and inexpensive.
Car hire
Readily available. National licence
needed to obtain temporary local licence.
Drive on left.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling code
(IDD) for Anguilla is +1 264, followed by
subscriber’s number.

Useful telephone numbers
Police, ambulance, fire: 911

Chambers of Commerce
Anguilla Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, PO Box 321, The Valley (tel/fax:
479-2839; e-mail:
acoci@anguillanet.com).

Banking
Bank of Nova Scotia, PO Box 250,
George Hill, The Valley (tel: 497-3333;
fax: 497-3344).

Barclays Bank Plc (UK), PO Box 140, The
Valley (tel: 497-2301/2304; fax:
497-2980).

Caribbean Commercial Bank (Anguilla)
Ltd, PO Box 23, The Valley (tel:
497-2571/3; fax: 497-3570; e-mail:
ccbaxa@anguillanet.com).

Caribbean Development Bank, PO Box
408, Wildey, st Michael, Barbados (1246)
431-1600; fax: (1246) 426-7269).

National Bank of Anguilla, PO Box 44,
The Valley (tel: 497-2101/2104; fax:
497-3310).
Central bank
Eastern Caribbean Central Bank, Agency
Office, PO Box 1385, Fairplay Commer-
cial Complex, The Valley (tel: 497-5050;
fax: 497-5150).

Stock exchange
Eastern Caribbean Securities Exchange
(ECSE), www.ecseonline.com

Travel information
Air Anguilla, PO Box 110, The Valley (tel:
497-2643; fax: 497-2982).

National tourist organisation offices
Anguilla Tourist Board, PO Box 1388,
The Valley (tel: 497-2759; fax: 497-
2710; e-mail: atbtour@anguillanet.com;
internet: www.charmingescapescollection.
com).

Ministries
Ministries: all located at The Secretariat,
The Valley (tel: 497-2451).

Ministry of Finance, PO Box 60, The Sec-
retariat, The Valley (tel: 497-5881/3881;
fax: 497-5872; e-mail:
anguillafsd@anguillanet.com).

Office of the Governor, Government
House, PO Box 60, The Valley (tel:
497-2621/2, 497-3312/3; fax:

497-3314/3151; e-mail:
govthouse@anguillanet.com).

Office of the Chief Minister, The Secretar-
iat, The Valley (tel: 497-2518; fax:
497-3389).

Office of the Minister of Finance, Planning
and Economic Development, The Secre-
tariat, The Valley (tel: 497-2545/2451;
fax: 497-3761).

Other useful addresses
Agriculture Department (tel: 497-2615).
All Island Cable TV, George Hill, PO Box
336 (tel: 497-3600; fax: 497-3602).

Anguilla Electricity Co Ltd, PO Box 400,
The Valley (tel: 497-5200; fax:
497-5440).

Cable & Wireless (WI) Ltd, Telecoms
House, PO Box 77, The Valley (tel:
497-3100; fax: 497-2501; internet site:
http://www.anguillanet.com).

Caribbean Beacon Radio, PO Box 690,
The Valley (tel: 497-4340).

Government of Anguilla Financial Ser-
vices Department, The Secretariat, The
Valley (tel: 497-5881; fax: 497-5872;
e-mail: anguillafsd@anguillafsd.com;
internet site: http://www.anguillaoffshore.
com).

Immigration Office (tel: 497-2451, Ext
129).

Radio Anguilla, The Secretariat, The Val-
ley (tel: 497-2218; fax: 497-2751).

Other news agencies: Caribbean Net
News: www.caribbeannetnews.com

Internet sites
Anguilla Financial Services/ACORN:
www.anguillafsc.com

Anguilla Guide: www.anguillaguide.com

The Anguillian newspaper:
www.anguillian.com


