
American Samoa

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
1722 The Dutch navigator, Jacob
Roggeveen, was the first European to sight
the islands.
1831 The London Missionary Society ar-
rived to convert native Samoans and es-
tablished a British presence.
1872 The US gained exclusive use of the
deep-water whaling port of Pago Pago.
1889 The Treaty of Berlin between Britain,
the US and Germany promised an inde-
pendent Samoan government.
1899 The Berlin Treaty was annulled by
the Tripartite Treaty, which granted the US
the right to all eastern islands of the Sa-
moan group, giving Germany the remain-
der. In exchange, Britain gained control of
Germany’s rights in Tonga, Niue and the
Solomon Islands (excluding Bougainville).
1900 American Samoa officially became
a US territory. Traditional rights were pro-
tected in return for a military base and
coaling station. Islanders became US na-
tionals, but not citizens; they cannot vote
in US elections.
1941 The US entered the Second World
War and American Samoa became a
strategic location, for the US Pacific Fleet.
1945 The US Marine Corps withdrew.
1951 The territory was transferred to the
US Department of the Interior.
1956 The US appointed Peter Tali
Coleman as the first Samoan governor;
he went on to become the first popularly
elected governor.
1960 The constitution was promulgated.
1967 A revised constitution was intro-
duced, which guaranteed the rights of in-
habitants on issues such as land
ownership and civil rights.
2002 Following fears of overfishing in
American Samoa’s exclusive economic
zone (EEZ), the Western Pacific Regional
Fishery Management Council approved a
decision to limit access of fleets to EEZ
waters.
2003 Governor Tause Sunia died, his
deputy Togiola Tulafono was appointed
acting governor.
2004 Cyclone Heta caused devastation
and President Bush declared the islands a
federal disaster area. Incumbent, Acting
Governor Tulafono won the gubernatorial
elections.
2005 Cyclone Heta’s damage to the
Manu’a islands was estimated at US$2

million. The government-owned KVZK-TV
re-launched Channel 5, which had been
off-air since 1991. Travellers from Ameri-
can Samoa were required to obtain entry
permits to enter Samoa. The governor in-
troduced legislation to ban human traf-
ficking and involuntary servitude.
2006 Eni Faleomavaega was re-elected
for a tenth term as Territorial Delegate in
elections to the US House of
Representatives.
2007 Samoa agreed to waive the US$30
entry permit fee for all American Samoan
nationals who could prove a Samoan
ancestor.
2008 The run-off gubernatorial election
was won by incumbent Togiola Tulfono .
2009 Togiola Tulfono became governor.
An earthquake, of 8.3 magnitude, struck
offshore in the Pacific Ocean and caused
a devastating tsunami that swept over sev-
eral Samoan islands, killing more than
140 people, including 25 in American
Samoa. US federal aid was provided in-
cluding emergency supplies. Later, a me-
dia report accused the administration of
having previously squandered millions of
dollars of funds, which had been allo-
cated for a tsunami warning system. The
system had only progressed to the plan-
ning stage, including for an island-wide
siren warning system, before the US had
halted funding in 2007, due to misspend-
ing by American Samoan officials.
2010 The resident population took part in
the United States census, which, after per-
sonal details, included questions on race,
housing and internet and mobile phone
access. The population was recorded at
55,519. President Obama signed legisla-
tion to delay the increase in the minimum
wage, scheduled for 2010 and 2011, in
American Samoa. Congressman Eni
Faleomavaega was re-elected for a
twelfth term in office.
2011 In April, following agreements with
the state and federal authorities on tax in-
centives and exemption plus a freeze on
the increase in minimum wages, the
Starkist cannery company announced that
it would begin re-hiring 500 workers and
gave a long-term commitment to stay in
American Samoa and to increase produc-
tion. Further discussions to improve the
business environment for Starkist included
state help to reduce energy costs and in-
creased provision of cold-storage.
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Territory of American
Samoa

Head of State: President of the
United States of America Barack
Obama (from 2009; re-elected 6
Nov 2012)

Head of government: Governor Lolo
Matalasi Moliga (from Jan 2013)

Area: 196 square km (five islands);
Tutuila: 135 square km

Population: 54,719 (July 2013)*

Capital: Fagatogo (on Tutuila),
usually known as Pago Pago

Official language: English and
Samoan

Currency: US dollar (US$) = 100
cents

GDP real growth: 3.00% (2012)

* estimated figure



2012 Bilateral discussions resumed on 11
October between Samoa and American
Samoa covering joint concerns in health,
telecommunications, customs and utilities.
The last such meetings had been held in
2007. On 26 July, President Obama
signed the delayed law applying a mini-
mum wage in American Samoa. In Sep-
tember, the last reading of the 2013
budget was approved by the senate,
which agreed to a US$40 million reduc-
tion in public spending; the final budget
was US$454.86 million. Six candidates
contested gubernatorial elections on 6
November. Lolo Matalasi Moliga won
33.7 per cent of the vote and Faoa
Aitofele Sunia 33.3 per cent. A run-off
was held on 20 November in which
Moliga won 52.9 per cent and Sunia
47.1 per cent.
2013 Governor Lolo Matalasi Moliga
took office in January 2013. In July the
American Samoa Visitor’s Bureau re-
ported that ocean explorer Jean Michel
Cousteau would be arriving shortly to as-
sess the potential economic potential of
the Swains Islands’ diverse marine life to
attract tourist visitors. The Bureau is also
working with potential tour operators
throughout the islands to assist them in
developing unique village level attrac-
tions. Tourism is a major employer as well
as foreign exchange earner.

Political structure
Constitution
The 1960 constitution was revised in
1967.
American Samoa is represented in the US
by a senator and a non-voting
representative.
American Samoans are not US citizens;
they are classified as US nationals and
have freedom of entry into the continental
US, but no voting rights.
Form of state
American Samoa is an unincorporated
and unorganised territory of the US, ad-
ministered by the Office of Insular Affairs,
US Department of the Interior.
The executive
Local executive power rests with a popu-
larly elected governor and lieutenant gov-
ernor, who serve four-year terms.
National legislature
The bicameral Fono (Legislative Assem-
bly), consists of the House of Representa-
tives (lower chamber), with 21 members
elected for two-year terms, of which 20
members are elected in single seat con-
stituencies and one, non-voting member
for Swains Island, decided by public meet-
ing; and the Senate (upper chamber) with
18 members, all Matai (local chiefs),
elected for four-year terms, according to
Samoan custom.

Legal system
High Court – the chief justice and associ-
ate justices are appointed by the US Sec-
retary of the Interior.
Last elections
6 and 20 November 2012 (gubernato-
rial); 1 September 2010 (US House of
Representatives)
Results: Gubernatorial (first round): Lolo
Matalasi Moliga won 33.7 per cent of the
vote Faoa Aitofele Sunia 33.3 per cent.
Runoff: Moliga 52.9 per cent, Sunia 47.1
per cent.
US House of Representatives: Eni
Faleomavaega (Democrat) won 56.3 per
cent of the vote; Aumua Amata Coleman
(Republican) 40.5 per cent; and Tuika
Tuika (Independent) 3.3 per cent.
Next elections
November 2016 (gubernatorial)
Political situation
The relationship between American Sa-
moa and the US has exercised the leader-
ship of both countries. Under the
constitution American Samoa is an unor-
ganised territory, so the people of Ameri-
can Samoa are US nationals but not
citizens and they cannot migrate for work
to other US states and territories without
visas. In 2007 the US imposed a mini-
mum wage, under federal laws, that
threatened the viability of the island’s
largest employers – two tuna canning fac-
tories – raising wages from the local norm
of US$2.63–4.09 per hour, depending on
the industry, to US$7.25 by 2009. Imple-
mentation of this was later delayed by the
US. The US Congress, at the request of
the American Samoan Congress repre-
sentative, required three questions to be
included in the 2008 political ballots:
whether American Samoans should be-
come US citizens, whether territorial sena-
tors should be elected by American
Samoans and whether American Samoa
should have its own federal district court
and limited jurisdiction. Newly introduced,
and some considered pre-emptive, mea-
sures to tighten immigration laws were
also seen as another contentious issue
that ignored the interests of local people.
In March 2011, the Republican controlled
US-Congress voted to rescind the voting
rites of representations of American Sa-
moa, effectively disenfranchising their
electorate in policies that directly affect
them.

Population
54,719 (July 2013)*
Last census: 1 April 2010: 55,519
Population density: 320 inhabitants per
square km.
Annual growth rate: 1.6 per cent
(2003)

Ethnic make-up
Samoan (Polynesian) (89 per cent), Ton-
gan (4 per cent), Caucasian (2 per cent),
others (5 per cent).
Religions
Approximately half the population are
Christian Congregational, but Roman
Catholics, Latter Day Saints and Protes-
tants are also represented.

Education
Extra federal funds were provided in 2006
for schools with students from deprived
backgrounds, aimed at those at risk of
dropping out of education. There were
also schemes for early reading and Eng-
lish learning, and support for children with
disabilities. Specific funding for American
Samoa of US$29.5 million will be added
to improve the island’s education system.
Compulsory years: Six to 18

Main cities
Fagatogo, (the capital, on Tutuila, is usu-
ally known as Pago Pago, estimated pop-
ulation 4,814 in 2012) Tafuna (9,756),
Nu’uuli (6,345), Faleniu (3,426), Leone
(2,902), Illi’ili (2,497), Aua (2,336),
Pava’ia’i (2,000).

Languages spoken
English is used for business and com-
merce but Samoan, (closely related to Ha-
waiian), is in common use among the
local population.
Official language/s
English and Samoan

Media
Press
There are only two national, locally based
daily newspapers, the Samoa News
(www.samoanews.com) and the Samoa
Observer (www.samoaobserver.ws).
A new, locally printed, five day publica-
tion began in February 2006, the Ameri-
can Samoa Tribune is bilingual and
owned by the Samoa Observer Newspa-
per Group.
Broadcasting
Radio: There are two commercial radio
stations operating, both using their call
signs, KKHJ 93FM (www.khjradio.com)
with music and general interest program-
ming and KNWJ 104 FM
(www.fm104.org) with religious
programmes; both broadcast in English.
Several radio station broadcasts can be
picked up from Samoa.
Television: The government owned KVZK
Television operates three channels,
broadcasting for eight hours each day.
KVZK is an affiliate of US broadcasters
PBS, ABC and CBS. There are several pri-
vately owned cable TV stations including
K34HI, a Fox affiliate, WVUV-LP an NBC
affiliate, American Samoa Cablevision, a
CNN affiliate and K11UU. K21GL broad-
casts religious programmes.
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TV signals, by SBC TV1, neighbouring Sa-
moa’s public, commercial broadcaster,
can be received.
Other news agencies: ABC Pacific Beat:
www.radioaustralia.net.au/pacbeat
Pacific Magazine:
www.pacificmagazine.net

Economy
The economy is based on agriculture,
fishing, fish processing and aid from the
US. Since 2009 when the Chicken of the
Sea tuna cannery closed, with the loss of
over 2,000 jobs (12 per cent of a
workforce of over 17,000), the economy
has been precarious. The remaining tuna
cannery, StarKist, laid off 600–800 work-
ers in 2010 after minimum wage legisla-
tion was introduced by the US, increasing
costs to the canning industry. President
Obama later signed legislation delaying
implementation of the increase and Star
Kist re-hired workers and gave a guaran-
tee to stay. Between them, the canneries
had provided around 80 per cent of GDP.
Other components of the economy such
as agriculture and services, which each
comprise a third of GDP, were unable to
absorb the volume of unemployed work-
ers which resulted in increased costs and
welfare payments.
An agreement was reached in late 2010
for the Singapore-based, Tri Marine Inter-
national company, to take over the closed
Chicken of the Sea cannery.
American Samoa’s dependence on pri-
mary sectors has also meant the economy
is particularly vulnerable to adverse
weather conditions and disease. A devas-
tating tsunami struck in 2009 and caused
damage to property and crops on low ly-
ing lands. Reconstruction aided GDP
growth through 2010, as US aid topped
US$22.5 million.
Around half of the government’s revenue
is from US aid, making international sup-
port essential to the islands’ development.
Government efforts to attract investment
to the territory and diversify the economy
have had limited success. The islands’
natural beauty is an obvious tourist attrac-
tion, making it a fast growing sector of the
economy, not only for sun-worshipers but
also more intrepid eco-tourists. There are
10-year tax incentives for new businesses
in the area, attempting to attract light
manufacturing and service based
industries.
In January 2011 the Fono considered
three possible revenue measures designed
to cover the shortfall of US$7.2 million in
government funding. They included an in-
crease in business licences, higher import
duties and a wage tax. The governor
stated that without the new income, cuts
to both work hours and the jobs of gov-
ernment workers were inevitable. In June

2011, the US Department of Homeland
Security backed calls for American Samoa
to be designated as ‘high risk’ over its ac-
counting of government funds. This would
mean a greater degree of scrutiny of all
spending of federal funds, plus payments
made in arrears would take longer to be
paid.
US Army recruitment, which has been a
considerable source of income and em-
ployment, has dropped in recent years.
The fall is believed to have been due to
the war in Iraq, which had negative pub-
licity, arising from the death of a number
of American Samoan military service per-
sonnel. In September, the last reading of
the 2013 budget was approved by the
senate, which agreed to a US$40 million
reduction in public spending; the final
budget was US$454.86 million.

External trade
American Samoa benefits from duty free
entry into the customs territory of the US.
Fish cannery production is almost exclu-
sively destined for the US domestic
market.
Imports
Materials for the canneries, processed
food, machinery and parts, timber and
petroleum products.
Main sources: US, Australia and Samoa.
Exports
Canned tuna, small industrial products
and handicrafts.
Main destinations: US, Indonesia and
India.
Canned fish to the US is not counted as
an export.

Agriculture
The soil is volcanic. About 10 per cent of
the land area is cultivable, half of which is
under permanent cultivation.
Tuna and deep-sea fishing is important to
the economy. American Samoa is the
main processing site for the US tuna fish-
ing fleet in the Pacific.

Industry and manufacturing
The private sector is dominated by the fish
processing industry, which employs
one-third of the workforce. StarKist has
the world’s largest tuna cannery in Ameri-
can Samoa and has a 44 per cent US
market share. The two other producers
are BumbleBee and Chicken of the Sea (a
Thai owned company). Between them they
produce 80–90 per cent of American Sa-
moa’s principal export, the majority of
which is directed to the US market. The
tuna canneries export around US$470
million processed tuna annually. StarKist
and Chicken of the Sea employ more
than 5,150 people or 74 per cent of the
private sector workforce. Sales from
StarKist canneries are reported to have in-
creased sharply in recent years. American

Samoa is fighting to exclude tuna from the
US/Thailand Free Trade Agreement in or-
der to save around 3,000 jobs.
Ecuador and Columbia are a threat to the
tuna canneries as they have the produc-
tion capacity to supply the entire US mar-
ket and wipe out the economy of
American Samoa.
Other industries include textiles, meat
canning, dairy produce, jewellery, handi-
crafts and tourism. There are also facto-
ries processing soap, liquor and perfume.
The US government is trying to encourage
joint ventures and other foreign invest-
ment for any product with a 30 per cent
local content.
In May 2011, the government moved to
take over the bankrupt MYD Samoa ship-
yard, for US$250,000. The government
plans to invest in the shipyard and turn it
into the South Pacific’s key marine repair
facility.

Tourism
Despite its obvious charms – blue la-
goons, clean Pacific waters lapping
against white sandy beaches and tropical
weather to tempt any jaded traveller –
American Samoa does not have a large
tourist industry due to its remoteness and
limited access, which has resulted in a
lack of tourist infrastructure. Cruise ship
arrivals have increased, but as they are
based on the itineraries of foreign cruise
liners visits are sporadic and result in eco-
nomic feast and famine.
Ecotourism is a growing attraction.
In July 2013 the American Samoa Visi-
tor’s Bureau reported that ocean explorer
Jean Michel Cousteau would be arriving
shortly to assess the potential economic
potential of the Swains Islands’ diverse
marine life to attract tourist visitors. The
Bureau is also working with potential tour
operators throughout the islands to assist
them in developing unique village level
attractions. Tourism is a major employer
as well as foreign exchange earner.

Mining
The only natural resources are pumice
and pumicite.

Hydrocarbons
There are no known hydrocarbon re-
serves. All petroleum products, including
refined oil, are imported.

Energy
The American Samoa Power Authority is
responsible for electricity generation and
supply. There are two oil-fired power sta-
tions supplied by imported petroleum
products. Any generator using renewable
sources of energy and privately run may
sell surplus electricity back to the utility.
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Banking and insurance
The Bank of Hawaii and the Amerika Sa-
moa Bank provide 24-hour full banking
services and correspond with banks in the
US and the Pacific.

Time
GMT minus 11 hours

Geography
American Samoa comprises the seven is-
lands of Tutuila, Ta’u, Olosega, Ofu,
Aunu’u, Rose Atoll and Swains Island, ly-
ing in the southern central Pacific Ocean,
about 3,700km (2,300 miles) south-west
of Hawaii. Pago Pago has one of the best
natural deepwater harbours in the region.
Hemisphere
Southern

Climate
Tropical with annual rainfall around three
metres. There are two main seasons: rainy
(November–April) and dry (May–Octo-
ber). Temperatures range from 20–32 de-
grees Celsius.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all except US citizens with
proof of citizenship (all US nationals re-
quire a passport for re-entry to the US).
Passports must be valid for at least 60
days beyond the intended length of stay.
Visa
US entry requirements apply. Visas re-
quired by all, except US citizens with proof
of identity and foreign nationals from
countries covered by the ‘Visa Waiver Pro-
gram’, who are in possession of machine
readable passports. All other visitors and
passport holders must apply for a visa. Vi-
sas are valid for up to 90 days. A re-
turn/onward ticket is also required.
Further information can be found at
http://travel.state.gov. More detailed in-
formation can be found at
http://uscis.gov/graphics/services.
All visitors must have proof of adequate
funds for up to 30 days and onward/re-
turn tickets. Entry to American Samoa
does not give automatic entry to the US
and visitors must apply separately through
a US consulate.

Health (for visitors)
Mandatory precautions
Vaccination certificates required for yellow
fever if travelling from infected area.
Advisable precautions
Vaccination for diphtheria, tuberculosis,
hepatitis A and B, polio, tetanus and ty-
phoid are advisable. There is a risk of ra-
bies and dengue fever.

Public holidays (national)
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 17 Apr (Flag
Day), 4 Jul (Independence Day), 11 Nov
(Veterans’ Day), 25 Dec (Christmas Day).

Variable dates
Martin Luther King’s Birthday (third Mon in
Jan), Washington’s Birthday (third Mon in
Feb), Memorial Day (last Mon in May),
Labour Day (first Mon in Sep), Columbus
Day (second Mon in Oct), Thanksgiving
Day (fourth Thu in Nov).

Working hours
Banking
Mon–Fri: 0900–1500; Sat: 0800–1200.
Business
Mon–Fri: 0730/0830–1730/1800; Sat:
0830–1200.
Government
Mon–Fri: 0730/0830–1730/1800; Sat:
0830–1200.
Shops
Mon–Fri: 0800–1700; Sat: 0800–1300.

Weights and measures
Imperial

Social customs/useful tips
Visitors should be sensitive to local con-
ventions and respect local customs and
practices. Care should be taken when
dressed casually; bikinis and shorts are
acceptable in hotels, but they are not con-
sidered appropriate when visiting urban
and rural areas.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Hawaiian Airlines and
Polynesian Airlines connect American Sa-
moa to international air routes.
International airport/s: Pago Pago In-
ternational (PPG), 11km from town;
duty-free shop, restaurant and shops.
Airport tax: US$3, usually included in
ticket price.
Surface
Main port/s: Pago Pago is an international
port; it is one of the best natural deep wa-
ter harbours in the region.

Getting about
National transport
Air: Samoa Air (possibly the only airline to
charge by the passenger’s weight) and
Inter Island Air (a charter airline) serve the
islands.
Road: There are approximately 150km of
paved roads and 200km of unpaved or
secondary roads, the majority of which
are on Tutuila.
Buses: There is a local service operating
between the airport and Pago Pago town
centre. The ‘aiga’ bus service provides
cheap travel between Pago Pago and out-
lying villages.
Water: A weekly service operates be-
tween Pago Pago and the Manu’a
islands.
Car hire
An international driving licence or valid
national driving licence is required.

Minimum age of 21. Traffic drives on the
right.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Telephone area codes
The international direct dialling (IDD)
code for American Samoa is +1 684, fol-
lowed by subscriber’s number.

Useful telephone numbers
Police, fire and ambulance911

Chambers of Commerce
American Samoa Chamber of Com-
merce, PO Box 2446, Pago Pago 96799
(tel: 699-6214; fax: 699-2219; e-mail:
chamber@samoatelco.com).

Banking
Amerika Samoa Bank, PO Box 3790,
Pago Pago 96799 (tel: 633-5053; fax:
633-5057).

Bank of Hawaii, PO Box 69, Pago Pago
96799 (tel: 633-4226; fax: 633-2918).

Central bank
Federal Reserve System, 20th Street and
Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington
DC 20551 (tel: (202) 452-3000; fax:
(202) 452-3819).

Travel information
Flight information: (tel: 699-9101,
0800-2200).

Pago Pago International Airport, PO Box
1539, Pago Pago 96799 (tel:
699-9101/2/3; fax: 633-5281).

National tourist organisation offices
Office of Tourism, Convention Centre,
Pago Pago, 96799 (tel:
633-1091/92/93; fax: 633-1094).

Ministries
Department of Commerce, Economic De-
velopment, American Samoa Govern-
ment, Pago Page, American Samoa
96799 (tel: 84-633-5155; fax: 684-633-
4195; email: Azodiacal@doc.asg.as

Other useful addresses
Office of Economic Development and
Planning, Territorial Planning Commis-
sion, Pago Pago, 96799 (tel: 633-5156).

Office of the Governor, American Samoa
Government, Pago Pago (tel: 633-4828;
fax: 633-2269).

Other news agencies: ABC Pacific Beat:
www.radioaustralia.net.au/pacbeat

Pacific Magazine:
www.pacificmagazine.net

Internet sites
Government website: http://
americansamoa.gov/
Office of Tourism: www.amsamoa.com
Samoa News on-line: www.samoanews.
com


