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n mid-2013 serious doubts began to be
expressed in a number of Algerian po-
litical blogs that the ailing President

Abdelaziz Bouteflika was no longer able
to perform his presidential duties due to
his illness (he suffered a stroke in April);
few observers considered that the situa-
tion had reached the point of an authority
vacuum, although most of the opinions
published on the matter were more specu-
lative than they were authoritative. It was
considered likely that the president would
continue to have a voice in the nomination
of the next president for the 2014 presi-
dential election), even if his opinion
would no longer be decisive.

Presidential concerns
The affairs of Algeria’s presidency and in-
deed of much of its government, are
clouded in secrecy. In 2013 what was be-
yond question was that any visible activ-
ity of the president had dropped

dramatically. Current photographs cer-
tainly suggested that President Bouteflika
was not a well man. His most visible ab-
sence was that of almost 50 days spent on
medical grounds in France. Although the
president’s activity has been limited to
performing a minimum of presidential du-
ties, the government machine appeared to
be functioning normally; despite the pres-
ident’s apparent illness – at 79 he is not a
young man – stability seemed to be intact
and Algeria’s institutions continued to
tick over. Tin mid-2013 there seemed, as
yet, no grounds for any direct political in-
tervention even though it was reported
that President Bouteflika had asked the
prime minister to stand in for him at a cab-
inet session. Algeria’s next presidential
elections are due in 2014. The growing
speculation that Bouteflika will, might, or
should stand down as president automati-
cally raises the question as to who should
replace him. One obvious candidate is not
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KEY FACTS

Official name: Al Jumhuriya al
Jazairiya ad Dimucratiya ash
Shabiya (Democratic and Popular
Republic of Algeria)

Head of State: President Abdelaziz
Bouteflika (since 1999; re-elected
Apr 2009)

Head of government: Prime Minister
Abdelmalek Sellal (from 3 Sep
2012)

Ruling party: Coalition led by Front
de Libération Nationale (FLN)
(National Liberation Front), (since
2002; re-elected 10 May 2012)

Area: 2,381,741 square km

Population: 36.49 million (2012)*

Capital: Algiers

Official language: Arabic

Currency: Algerian dinar (AD) =
100 centimes

Exchange rate: AD79.74 per US$
(Jul 2013)

GDP per capita: US$5,694 (2012)*

GDP real growth: 2.53% (2012)*

GDP: US$207.79 billion (2012)*

Labour force: 10.81 million (2010)

Unemployment: 9.67% (2012)*

Inflation: 8.89% (2012)*

Oil production: 1.68 million bpd
(2012)

Natural gas production: 81.50 billion
cum (2012)

Balance of trade: US$28.01 billion
(2011)

* estimated figure



so much an Algerian individual as an in-
stitution: Algeria’s powerful, prosperous,
well organised and secretive army. (Alge-
ria’s parliament certainly voted on the na-
tional defence budget, but the budget is
not broken down in publically available
figures, so spending details are little
known.) The army also has ‘form’ when it
comes to elections, having staged a coup
to overturn the result of democratic elec-
tions in 1992, a coup which lead to a long
civil war. Given Bouteflika’s manifest
frailty and the apparent absence of a likely
successor, it is more than likely that the
military could again seize power to steer
Algeria through a possibly tricky succes-
sion crisis.

The army’s influence extends beyond
the purely political: it is also a major eco-
nomic power-house. The Algerian army
would be quick to supress any activity –
terrorist or otherwise – which threatened
its interests. There are other reasons for
the army’s more prominent role in 2013,
not least the January 2013 terrorist attack
on the Amenas gas facility which left 37
foreign workers dead. (See below) Like it
or not, the Algerian army has, in the face
of renewed terrorist activity, become a
high profile ally of the US in the war
against al Qaeda linked terrorist group-
ings. The Algerian army is at the heart of
the tight network of military and intelli-
gence officials, a grouping popularly
known as ‘le pouvoir’ (‘the power’). In his
time as president, Bouteflika has certainly
endeavoured to reduce the army’s power,
but with only moderate success. Rumours
persist that the ailing President is himself
a financial beneficiary of the pouvoir sys-
tem, which has been reported as
controling as much as 15 per cent of all
Algerian imports. The army also routinely
takes a slice of the margin on all major in-
frastructure and construction projects.
One report claimed that a Paris based
bank, the Banque Intercontinentale
Arabe, a joint Libyan-Algerian bank,
plays a prominent role in arranging the
pouvoir’s financial assets.

Waiting for… quoi?
Perhaps – as the name of the ruling party
(Front de Libération Nationale (FLN)
(National Liberation Front)) suggests –
because Algerians have long memories,
perhaps because they are rightly fearful of
the military’s strength, the Arab Spring
does not seem to have taken hold in Alge-
ria. In its place is a sense of resignation
and acceptance. The word ‘weary’ ap-
pears regularly in descriptions of the Al-
gerian predicament. President Bouteflika

has orchestrated some house building pro-
jects and some grandiose projects such as
the Algiers metro; but there continues to
be a general awareness or disillusion with
a government generally perceived to be
more concerned with maintaining power
than with the welfare and prospects for its
long-suffering electorate. In 2012 then
Prime Minister Ouyahia had became the
focus of public opposition to the govern-
ment, which – in addition to calling for the
prime minister’s sacking – also mounted
an effective campaign using social media
such as YouTube for boycotting the 10
May elections (won by the FLN with an
increased number of seats). In the event
Mr Ouyahia was replaced by Abdelmalek
Sellal on 3 September 2012.

The President had held out the prospect
of constitutional reform after winning the
election, but as 2012 wore on there were
few signs of change. Mr Bouteflika’s di-
lemma was to balance the perceived need
to be undertaking some form of demo-
cratic transition to head off any possibility
of the Arab Spring taking root in Algeria,
while at the same time ensuring that the
pouvoir could continue to call the shots.
The President was credited with saying
that his ‘generation has had its time’. That
may be the case, but what the President
could not do was give his people any clear
idea of what would follow.

Algeria’s new government, formed in
September 2012 and lead by Prime

Minister Abdelmalek Sellal, has made sta-
bility and implementing Bouteflika’s re-
forms and programmes – as expressed in
the 2009–14 Programme Quinquénal De-
velopment Plan – its main priority.

Terrorism – or was it?
In January 2013 terrorists attacked the
Amenas natural gas plant at
Tiguentourine in the Sahara. After a siege
lasting five days, a reported 29 of the 32
attackers and 37 of the plant’s foreign
workers had been killed. The attack was
generally attributed to an operation by an
al Qaeda franchise. Whether it was, in
fact, an al Qaeda attack turned out to be
difficult to prove. A report in the UK’s
New Internationalist speculated that the
Tiguentourine incident smacked of a case
of collusion between Algeria’s secret po-
lice, the Département du Renseignement
et de la Sécurité (DRS) and local – inde-
terminate – terrorists. The New Interna-

tionalist claimed that collusion between
Algeria’s DRS and terrorist groups was
common in North Africa, albeit not with
the same casualty levels. In Tiguentourine
whatever was intended and by whom,
seemed to have gone dramatically wrong.
Clarity and transparency rarely feature in
Algerian official explanations of events,
however serious. In the case of events in
Tiguentourine all the information ob-
tained by international media appeared to
issue from mysterious ‘security sources’,
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KEY INDICATORS Algeria

Unit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Population m 34.45 35.10 *35.70 *35.95 *36.49

Gross domestic product
(GDP) US$bn 158.97 140.80 160.80 190.70 *207.79

GDP per capita US$ 4,996 3,954 4,539 5,304 5,694

GDP real growth % 3.0 2.0 3.3 2.5 *2.5

Inflation % 4.5 5.7 3.9 4.5 *8.9

Unemployment % 11.3 10.2 10.0 10.0 *9.7

Industrial output % change 1.4 2.5 3.3 – –

Agricultural output % change -5.3 2.7 3.3 – –

Oil output ‘000 bpd 1,990.0 1,811.0 1,809.0 1,729.0 1,677.0

Natural gas output bn cum 86.5 81.4 80.4 78.0 81.5

Exports (fob) (goods) US$m 78,590.0 45,186.0 57,090.0 72,779.5 –

Imports (fob) (goods) US$m 38,070.0 37,402.0 38,792.0 44,767.1 –

Balance of trade US$m 40,520.0 7,784.0 18,298.0 28,012.4 –

Current account US$m 34,231.0 159.0 11,832.0 19,393.3 12,269.0

Total reserves minus
gold US$m 143,243.0 149,041.0 162,614.0 176,177.0*191,297.0

Foreign exchange US$m 143,102.0 147,221.0 160,568.0 173,910.0*189,010.0

Exchange rate per US$ 61.66 72.65 74.39 71.40 *78.94

* estimated figure
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which the New Internationalist inter-
preted as the Algerian secret service. This
information often seemed to contradict
the accounts of survivors.

However, the attackers themselves were
reported to have claimed that the
Tiguentourine attack was carried out as
revenge for Algeria granting overfly
rights to France, which enabled it to
launch attacks against the al Qaeda opera-
tives in Mali to the south. This had been
interpreted by many Muslims as some-
thing of a betrayal.

The economy
The World Bank notes that youth unem-
ployment is a persistent problem and chal-
lenge for Algeria’s government. To make
matters worse, a skills mismatch and rigid
labour market policies make it even more
difficult for the young and growing
workforce to find employment. The
2009–14 Development Plan for the con-
struction of housing and public facilities
was expected to create up to 2 million new
jobs.

Algeria posted an estimated fiscal defi-
cit of 4 per cent of gross domestic product
(GDP) in 2011, the third consecutive defi-
cit in over a decade. It is expected to rise to
6 per cent in 2012 because of heavy public
spending. However, Algeria holds signifi-
cant foreign exchange reserves estimated
at US$193 billion (September 2012) en-
abling it to finance its deficit and expan-
sionary fiscal policy. The economy
depends, above all, on the stability of hy-
drocarbon prices, followed by access to
and the quality of basic services and the
development of the country’s infrastruc-
ture. GDP and non-hydrocarbon GDP
growth for 2012 were estimated at 3.1 per
cent and 5.3 per cent respectively. Infla-
tion in 2012 rose to 9.1 per cent fuelled by
a surge in fresh food prices (12.1 per cent
as of June 2012) but also high public
spending. The medium-term outlook re-
mains positive as Algeria looks set to con-
tinue to benefit from high hydrocarbon
prices. There is still a strong need to re-
duce economic and regional disparities
and generate sufficient employment for
the increasingly educated and young la-
bour force. Diversification of sources of
economic growth away from petroleum
and into more diverse private production
and employment remains a preoccupation
of government. A number of initiatives
and much public spending have been
launched but without clear results thus far.
In an effort to speed its integration with
the global economy, Algeria has moved
forward with reforms to become a World

Trade Organisation (WTO) member by
signing five additional bilateral trade
agreements in the beginning of 2012.

In its February 2013 assessment of the
Algerian economy, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) warned that Alge-
ria’s fiscal expansion had worsened fiscal
sustainability and increased its vulnerabil-
ity to fluctuations in the oil price. In sim-
ple terms, according to the IMF, Algeria’s
economy is insufficiently diversified and
is growing below its potential; it remains
heavily reliant on the hydrocarbon sector
and public spending, while private-sector
growth is lacklustre. Although there has
been progress in curbing unemployment,
it remains high among youth and women;
further progress hinged on accelerating
private sector-led growth. In 2011, growth
reached 2.4 per cent, held back by the con-
tinued decline in hydrocarbon output and
the slowdown in the construction sector.
In the first months of 2012, the increase in
public-sector absorption, good agricul-
tural yields and a smaller decrease in hy-
drocarbon production, suggested that
growth could be slightly better than in
2011. Inflation rose from an annual 4.5
per cent in 2011 to 8.9 per cent on average
over the first nine months of 2012 (com-
pared with the first nine months of 2011),
mostly on account of food (+19.6 per cent
for fresh food) and manufactured goods
prices. Higher prices were spurred by the
excess liquidity resulting from the surge
in current public spending and possibly
also by inefficiencies in the distribution
chain.

The current account balance fell in
2012, to 5.9 per cent of GDP (from 9.9 per
cent in 2011). According to the IMF, Al-
geria’s non-hydrocarbon exports declined
by about 11 per cent in the first half of
2012, reflecting weak external demand.
Capital inflows remained limited, with
foreign direct investment (FDI) reaching
US$2.6 billion (1.3 per cent of GDP). Of-
ficial reserves increased by US$20 billion
to reach US$182.2 billion at the end of
2011 (38 months of imports of goods and
services) while external debt fell to 2.2 per
cent of GDP. Over the first nine months of
2012, hydrocarbon export revenues re-
mained stable, with price increases offset-
ting the impact of a 4 per cent
(year-on-year) reduction in volumes. Im-
ports declined by 2.8 per cent over the
same period, as the fall in food products
and consumer durables imports surpassed
the increase in consumer goods imports.
At end-June 2012, the current account sur-
plus reached US$10.8 billion (5.4 per cent
of GDP), but FDI inflows remained

relatively low, at US$1 billion. Official
reserves rose to US$188.3 billion at
end-September 2012.

The IMF put the fiscal deficit in 2011 at
1.3 per cent of GDP, compared to 1.8 per
cent in 2010, as a result of higher hydro-
carbon revenues. However, the non-hy-
drocarbon deficit worsened, rising from
39.8 per cent of non-hydrocarbon GDP
(NHGDP) in 2010 to 45.1 per cent in
2011, reflecting the larger increase in cur-
rent spending – notably in the wage bill,
given substantial back payments – than in
non-hydrocarbon revenues. The fiscal
breakeven oil price reached US$109 per
barrel, well up from US$85 in 2010. Dur-
ing the first half of 2012, revenues rose,
bolstered by rising oil prices and buoyant
personal income taxes following the pub-
lic sector wage bill increase. However,
this rise was more than offset by an in-
crease in current and capital spending. As
a result, the fiscal deficit widened to 3.2
per cent of GDP in the first half of 2012.

Algeria’s unemployment rate has been
steadily decreasing over the past decade;
it fell slightly again in 2012 to 9.66 per
cent from 9.97 per cent in 2011). How-
ever, youth and female unemployment re-
mained high at 21.5 per cent and 17.2 per
cent, respectively. Growth in 2012 was
projected by the IMF to reach 2.5 per cent,
supported by domestic absorption and
could even reach 3.4 per cent in 2013,
spurred on by sustained private domestic
demand and the recovery in the hydrocar-
bon sector that was expected to continue
into the medium term on the back of the
national oil company’s large investment
programme. From 2013 onward, how-
ever, fiscal consolidation was expected to
depress growth; in the absence of struc-
tural reforms to support private invest-
ment and net exports, non-hydrocarbon
growth was projected to stay below 5 per
cent. Inflation was expected to fall back to
5 per cent in 2013, as public-sector wage
back payments were completed and mon-
etary policy remained prudent.

Algeria’s external position was ex-
pected by the IMF to remain solid over the
short and medium term, with a current ac-
count surplus of 8.1 per cent of GDP in
2012 and 7 per cent in 2013. Hydrocarbon
revenues were expected to decline slightly
in 2012 (see Energy below), as decreasing
export volumes (-3.2 per cent) were not
offset by higher international prices; im-
ports looked set to remain stable in 2012
compared to 2011. Non-hydrocarbon ex-
ports were expected to strengthen gradu-
ally, supported by an anticipated gain in
external competitiveness and a stronger
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external environment. FDI flows were ex-
pected to remain low, at US$1.7 billion
(0.9 per cent of GDP). Official reserves
were projected to reach US$194 billion
(40 months of imports of goods and ser-
vices) while foreign debt was expected to
fall further to 1.9 per cent of GDP. The
current account was projected to remain in
surplus in the medium term, despite a
slowdown in export revenues (a gradual
improvement in export volumes would
not offset a lower hydrocarbon price).

In 2012, Algeria’s non-hydrocarbon
deficit was expected by the IMF to deteri-
orate further to 45.6 per cent of NHGDP,
as a result of the full effect of wage in-
creases and back payments. Wages and
current transfers were expected to have
reached 26.6 per cent of GDP in 2012,
compared with 24.5 in 2011. In 2013,
wage stability and the phasing out of back
payments should contribute to fiscal con-
solidation, even though the volume of
civil service employment was projected to
increase by 2.7 per cent. High hydrocar-
bon prices looked likely to support the fis-
cal balance, which projected at 3.6 per
cent of GDP deficit in 2012 before falling
to below 2 per cent of GDP in the medium
term. Fiscal savings for the stabilisation
fund were expected to decrease, to 35.8
per cent and 34.7 per cent of GDP in 2012
and 2013, respectively. The fiscal
breakeven oil price was projected by the
IMF to rise to US$121 a barrel in 2012 be-
fore falling back to US$110.6 in 2013.

Energy and hydrocarbons.
In mid-2013, barely five months after
the events in Tiguentourine, it seemed
that investor confidence had begun to
wane. According to an article in the US
Forbes magazine, BP had announced
that it would delay two Algerian pro-
jects ‘amid concerns that the country’s
security risks have not been properly ad-
dressed’. The Forbes magazine article
also referred to reports that BG (UK)
and Hess (US) were ‘exploring the idea
of selling off their Algerian assets’,
though they have insisted that it has
more to do with poor performance than
security concerns. According to the
Christian Science Monitor’s Yuval Orr,
the concern in Algeria has ‘more to do
with foundational problems than just the
chance that regional violence could spill
across borders, as it did in January.’ Mr
Orr was quoted as saying that while Al-
geria’s recent actions may show some
potential for expelling exterior threats,
they do little to address ‘the underlying
threat to the security and economic

progress of the country: the fundamental
dysfunction of the Algerian state’.

As underlined by the IMF, Algeria is
heavily – over – dependent on its hydro-
carbon sector, which accounted for no less
than 70 per cent of government budget
revenue and grants and a staggering 98 per
cent of export earnings in 2011. In recent
years, crude oil production has been stag-
nant, while natural gas production has also
gradually declined, because new produc-
tion and infrastructure projects have re-
peatedly been delayed. To make matters
worse, in the last three licensing rounds
there has been limited interest from inves-
tors to undertake new oil and gas projects
under the government’s current terms. Re-
sponding to the situation, the Algerian
parliament has approved amendments to
the current hydrocarbon law and intro-
duced fiscal incentives to encourage for-
eign companies to consider new ventures,
particularly those embracing exploration
in offshore areas and in areas onshore that
contain shale resources.

The recent militant attack in
Tiguentourine will certainly have deterred
investors, especially those operating in
Algeria’s remote areas, particularly in the
south. Any major disruption to Algeria’s
hydrocarbon production would not only
be detrimental to the local economy but,
depending on the scale of lost production,
could even affect world oil prices. Also,
since Algeria is the fourth largest natural
gas supplier to Europe, unplanned cuts to
natural gas output could seriously affect
some European countries. Natural gas and
oil also account for almost all of Algeria’s
total energy consumption.

Algeria’s oil and gas industry is gov-
erned by the Hydrocarbon Act of 2005.
The initial legislation established terms
that guided the involvement of interna-
tional oil companies (IOCs) in upstream
exploration and production, midstream
transportation and the downstream sector.
The original 2005 legislation was more fa-
vourable to foreign involvement than its
predecessor, which was passed in 1986.
However, amendments to the bill were
made in 2006 that reversed some of those
favourable terms. In the 2006 amend-
ments, Algeria’s national oil company,
Entreprise Nationale Sonatrach
(Sonatrach), was granted a minimum eq-
uity stake of 51 per cent in any hydrocar-
bon project and a windfall profits tax was
introduced for IOCs. These arrangements
gave Sonatrach a stranglehold over the oil
industry. Eventually accepting this, in
2012, Algeria began revising the hydro-
carbon law in an attempt to attract foreign

investors to new projects. The parliament
approved the amendments in January
2013. Amid declining hydrocarbon pro-
duction and stagnant reserves, the Alge-
rian government has stated it needs
foreign partners to increase oil and gas re-
serves and explore new territories, such as
offshore in the Mediterranean and areas
containing shale oil and gas resources.
The amendments, however, did nothing to
change Sonatrach’s majority stake re-
quirement, concentrating on changes to
the tax structure and greater fiscal incen-
tives to companies investing in offshore
exploration and unconventional re-
sources. Thus, Sonatrach continued to
own some 80 per cent of total hydrocar-
bon production in Algeria, while IOCs ac-
counted for the remaining 20 per cent,
according to data from Rystad Energy.
IOCs with notable stakes in oil and gas
fields include Cepsa (Spain), BP (United
Kingdom), Eni (Italy), Repsol (Spain),
Total (France), Statoil (Norway) and
Anadarko (United States). Sonatrach’s
substantial assets in Algeria make it the
largest oil and gas company not just in the
country, but also in Africa. The company
operates in several parts of the world as
well, including Africa (Mali, Niger,
Libya, Egypt), Europe (Spain, Italy, Por-
tugal, United Kingdom), Latin America
(Peru) and the United States.

The US Energy Information Adminis-
tration (EIA) reports that in the last few
years, Algeria has experienced difficulties
attracting foreign investors, particularly at
licensing rounds. In the country’s seventh
licensing round in 2008, only four of the
available 16 blocks were awarded, three
out of eight in 2009 and two out of 10 in
2011. As previously noted, the corruption
allegations continually associated with
Sonatrach and its associates are thought to
be responsible. And as referred to above,
Algeria’s ‘precarious’ perceived security
environment has not helped. According to
the Oil & Gas Journal (OGJ), Algeria held
an estimated 12.2 billion barrels of proven
oil reserves, as of 1 January 2013, the third
largest reserves in Africa (behind Libya
and Nigeria). All of the country’s proven
oil reserves are held onshore, because
there has been limited offshore explora-
tion. The majority of proven oil reserves
are in the Hassi Messaoud province,
which contains the country’s largest oil
field, Hassi Messaoud, located in the east-
ern part of the country, near the Libyan
border. According to Sonatrach, about 66
per cent of Algerian territory is unex-
plored or largely underexplored. Most of
these areas are in the north and offshore.



According to the EIA, alongside these
underexplored areas, there is still potential
to expand field production in areas that
have already been exploited. According to
Sonatrach, the Hassi Messaoud-Dahar
province contains about 71 per cent of the
country’s combined proven, probable and
possible oil reserves, while the Illisi basin,
the second largest area, contains about 15
per cent.

Algeria produced an estimated average
of 1.25 million barrels per day (bpd) of
crude oil in 2012, about the same as the
previous year. Combined with
280,000bpd of condensate and
340,000bpd of NGLs, which are not in-
cluded in its Organisation of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries (Opec) quota,
Algerian total oil production averaged
1.87 million bpd in 2012. Algerian oil
fields produce high-quality light crude oil
with very low sulphur and mineral con-
tent. The three largest oil fields in Algeria
combined contributed roughly half of the
country’s total crude oil production. How-
ever, Algeria’s largest oil fields are ma-
ture and have begun to decline. The EIA
and consulting firms such as PFC Energy
and Rystad Energy project that Algeria’s
crude oil output will gradually decline at
least in the short term. There are new oil
projects coming on line, along with addi-
tional output from existing fields (Gassi
Touil-Rhoude Nouss and Hassi
Messaoud), but the amount is expected to
fall short of what is needed to offset natu-
ral declines, particularly in the short term.

Algeria exports various grades of
mostly light crude, the main grade being
the Sahara blend, which is a blend of
crudes produced at fields in the Hassi
Messaoud region. From 2010 to 2012, Al-
gerian annual crude oil exports averaged
slightly below 800,000bpd, although an-
nual estimates vary slightly among trade
data sources, such as Global Trade Atlas

(GTA) and APEX Tanker Data (Lloyd’s

List Intelligence). Most of Algeria’s crude
oil exports are sent to Europe (49 per cent)
and North America (36 per cent). The
United States has been one of Algeria’s
single largest markets for crude oil for al-
most a decade, but US crude oil imports
from Algeria have substantially declined
in the last five years. The United States
imported about 120,000bpd of crude oil
from Algeria in 2012, which is down from
its peak of 443,000bpd in 2007. The
growth in light crude oil production in the
United States has contributed to this
decline.

According to the OGJ, as of January
2013, Algeria had 159.1 trillion cubic feet

(tcf) of proven natural gas reserves, the
ninth largest natural gas reserves in the
world and the second largest in Africa af-
ter Nigeria. Algeria’s largest natural gas
field, Hassi R’Mel, was discovered in
1956 and holds proven reserves of about
85tcf, more than half of Algeria’s total
proven natural gas reserves. The remain-
der of Algeria’s natural gas reserves come
from associated fields and non-associated
fields in the south and south-east regions
of the country. Algeria also holds vast un-
tapped shale gas resources. According to
an April 2011 EIA-sponsored study, Al-
geria has 231tcf of recoverable shale gas.
In 2011, Eni (Italy) and Sonatrach signed
a co-operation agreement to develop shale
gas resources and to assess technical and
commercial feasibility. Shell and
ExxonMobil have also held talks with
Sonatrach about exploiting shale
resources.

Algeria’s gross natural gas production
was 6.7tcf in 2011, of which 3.1tcf (47 per
cent) was re-injected for enhanced recov-
ery at oil fields and wet gas fields. The re-
mainder of gross natural gas produced is
marketed (3.5tcf) or flared/vented
(0.1tcf). Dry natural gas (occurring when
associated liquid hydrocarbons are re-
moved) was 2.9tcf in 2011, of which
1.1tcf was consumed locally and 1.8tcf
was exported. Dry natural gas production
has declined since 2005 as some of Alge-
ria’s largest and mature gas fields began to
deplete. Algeria is planning to bring on
stream a host of new natural gas fields to
compensate for the loss from mature
fields, but many of these projects have
been delayed by several years, mostly be-
cause of delayed government approval,
difficulties attracting investment partners,
infrastructure gaps and technical prob-
lems. The most recent natural gas project
to come on line is the Menzel Ledjimet
East (MLE) led by Eni. Production at
MLE started in early 2013, one year be-
hind schedule.

Risk assessment
Politics Poor
Economy Fair
Regional stability Fair

COUNTRY PROFILE

Historical profile
1830 Algeria was conquered by the
French.
1831 The Légion Étrangère (French For-
eign Legion) was established and based in
Algeria to protect French colonial
interests.

1848 Algeria became a département of
France.
1954 The Front de Libération Nationale
(FLN) (National Liberation Front) led the
struggle for independence.
1962 Algeria gained independence and
Ahmed ben Bella of the FLN was desig-
nated Algeria’s first president.
1965 Ahmed ben Bella was ousted by
Colonel Houari Boumédienne.
1976 Boumédienne won the presidential
elections. He introduced a new constitu-
tion, which confirmed commitment to so-
cialism, the FLN as the sole political party
and Islam as the state religion. The consti-
tution was approved by referendum. A
programme of industrialisation began.
1973–76 Algeria supported the formation
of the Frente Popular para la Liberación
de Saguia el Hamra y Río de Oro
(Polisario) (Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Saguia el Hamra y Río de Oro) in
Spanish Sahara. The group wanted
self-determination for Spanish Sahara
(later known as Western Sahara). Spain
handed the territory over to Morocco and
Mauritania, Polisario announced the for-
mation of the Saharawi Arab Democratic
Republic (SADR) and formed a
government-in-exile.
1977–85 Fighting continued between
Moroccan military and Polisario forces.
Morocco left the Organisation for African
Unity (OAU) in protest at the SADR’s ad-
mission to the body.
1988 Full diplomatic relations with Mo-
rocco were resumed.
1978 President Boumédienne died and
the FLN candidate, Colonel Chadli
Benjedid, was elected president; he was
re-elected in 1984 and 1989.
1986–91 Rising inflation and unemploy-
ment, exacerbated by the collapse of oil
and gas prices, led to strikes and violent
demonstrations. A UN-monitored
cease-fire began in Western Sahara.
1989 The National People’s Assembly re-
voked the ban on new political parties
and the Front Islamique du Salut (FIS) (Is-
lamic Salvation Front) was founded.
1991 The FIS won the first round of the
parliamentary elections and the second
round was cancelled when it seemed cer-
tain the FIS would gain an absolute
majority.
1992 Violent outbreaks followed the can-
cellation of the elections. The National
People’s Assembly was dissolved by presi-
dential decree. President Chadli resigned
and a five-member Haut Conseil d’Etat
(HCE) (High Council of State) was insti-
tuted. The FIS was banned. A state of
emergency was declared following
clashes between FIS supporters and secu-
rity forces. Mohammed Boudiaf, chairman
of the HCE, was assassinated. The Armée
Islamique du Salut (AIS) (Islamic Salvation
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Army), the military arm of the FIS,
launched a campaign of guerrilla
warfare.
1994 Liamine Zeroual became chairman
of the HCE.
1995 Zeroual was elected president in the
first multi-party democratic elections.
1997–98 The newly created
Rassemblement Nationale Démocratique
(RND) (National Democratic Rally) won
the parliamentary elections.
1999 President Zeroual stood down (one
year early) and Abdelaziz Bouteflika was
elected president. A referendum approved
Bouteflika’s law on civil concord and
thousands of members of the AIS and
other armed groups were pardoned.
2000 Attacks continued by small groups
of dissidents opposed to the civil accord.
Ali Benflis became prime minister.
2001 The Berber community were
granted greater cultural and political rec-
ognition following months of unrest in the
Kabylie region.
2002 The Berber language, Tamazight,
was officially recognised as a national
language. Berber activists in Kabylie and
several opposition parties elsewhere boy-
cotted the parliamentary elections, which
were won by the FLN.
2003 A major earthquake hit northern Al-
geria, the worst since 1980. The leader of
the banned FIS and his deputy were freed
from prison after serving 12-year sen-
tences. President Bouteflika dismissed Ali
Benflis as prime minister and appointed
Ahmed Ouyahia in his place.
2004 President Bouteflika was re-elected
and re-appointed Prime Minister
Ouyahia.
2005 Nourredine Boudiafi, the head of
the AIS, was arrested and his deputy
killed. The government promised Berber
leaders more investment in the Kabylie re-
gion and greater recognition for the
Tamazight language. An official inquiry
concluded that security forces abducted
and killed over 6,000 citizens during civil
unrest in the 1990s; the guerrilla cam-
paign of the FIS was estimated to have
killed 150,000 people. In a ‘reconcilia-
tion’ referendum there was overwhelming
support for the government’s granting of
amnesty to many who were involved in the
post-1992 killings.
2006 Ahmed Ouyahia resigned and
Abdelaziz Belkhadem became prime min-
ister. Measures to increase the state
owned oil giant Sonatrach’s role in oil
and gas exploration and refining were
introduced.
2007 The FLN won parliamentary elec-
tions, with a reduced majority, losing seats
to its coalition partners in a low turnout.
Prime Minister Belkhadem resigned and
was re-appointed by the president.

2008 President Bouteflika appointed
Ahmed Ouyahia as prime minister; he
had previously served as prime minister
1996–98 and 2003–06. A referendum
confirmed a change to the constitution al-
lowing a president to run for a third-term
in office. A census recorded a population
of 34,452,759 people.
2009 President Bouteflika won a third
term in office, with 90.2 per cent of the
vote. His closest rival was Louisa Hanoune
with 4.22 per cent. Algeria, Nigeria and
Niger agreed to build a US$13 billion
pipeline across the Sahara, taking Nige-
rian natural gas to the Mediterranean gas
network.
2010 The Russian energy giant Gazprom,
in partnership with the state-owned
Sonatrach, began prospecting for natural
gas in the Berkine basin, 500km south of
Algiers. A published report warned that
the Berber language (Tamazight) was in
danger of dying out due to discrimination
and neglect. According to research, the
twentieth century was one of the driest pe-
riods, with multiple droughts in the
Maghreb region. Parliament approved a
US$1.48 billion fund for scientific re-
search, in hopes of reversing the country’s
‘brain-drain’. Research programmes to
benefit from further funding include agri-
culture, health and energy, with an em-
phasis on applied research and
technology.
2011 Riots across the country in January
following steep rises in food prices, were
quelled by police at a cost of five dead,
800 injured (including 763 police officers)
and thousands arrested. In response, the
government cut import duties and taxes to
curb prices that had risen by 30 per cent
within 10 days. In February President
Bouteflika announced that the 19-year
state of emergency would be lifted. The
decision had been forced on the regime,
following widespread protests not only in
Algeria but also in a number of other
Arab countries. Africa’s second metro (of
10 stations) opened in Algiers in
November.
2012 Algeria’s first post-independence
president, Ahmed Ben Bella (1963–65)
died on 11 April, aged 95 years. In par-
liamentary elections held on 10 May, the
ruling FLN won 220 seats (out of 462), an
increase of 84 seats over the 2007 elec-
tions. FLN’s coalition partner, RND, in-
creased their seats by seven to reach 68
in total. The newly formed Alliance de
l’Algérie Vert (AAV) (Green Alliance), a
coalition of three Islamist political parties,
led by Bouguerra Soltani, leader of the Al-
gerian Hamas, won 48 seats. On 3 Sep-
tember, the president appointed
Abdelmalek Sellal as prime minister, re-
placing Ahmed Ouyahia.

2013 President Abdelaziz Bouteflika suf-
fered a mini-stroke on April 27; he was
flown to hospital in Paris. The President
returned on 16 July and although he was
photographed meeting Prime Minister
Sallal, he looked frail. There have been
suggestions that the Constitutional Coun-
cil should declare the position of president
vacant so that an interim president can be
appointed until elections can be held.

Political structure
Constitution
The 1976 constitution has been amended
three times.
In 1997, the government banned reli-
gion-based parties and imposed a law re-
stricting the formation of political parties.
All political parties must hold a founding
conference attended by 400–500 dele-
gates elected by 25,000 supporters from
25 of the country’s 48 provinces. This pol-
icy is intended to limit the number of polit-
ical parties and place at severe
disadvantage all parties that lack funding
– particularly those, such as the Front
Islamique du Salut (FIS) (Islamic Salvation
Front), without access to state funds.
Independence date
1962
Form of state
Republic
The executive
The head of state is the president, elected
by universal suffrage for five years. He ap-
points a prime minister, who in turn ap-
points a government.
The president has the power to dissolve
the government and request elections.
National legislature
The bicameral parliament consists of the
380-member Al Majlis al Sha’abi al
Watani (Assemblée Populaire Nationale)
(National People’s Assembly) and the
144-member Al Majlis al Umma (Conseil
de la Nation) (National Council). Mem-
bers of the Majlis al Sha’abi al Watani are
elected in multi-seat constituencies by
proportional representation for five-year
terms and include eight seats reserved for
Algerian voters abroad; it holds legislative
power. In the Majlis al Umma 96 mem-
bers are elected by local councils and 48
are appointed by the president.
Legal system
The legal system is based on French and
Islamic law.
The judicial system consists of 183 courts
and 31 appeal courts organised on a re-
gional basis.
There are three special criminal courts in
Oran, Constantine and Algiers, which
deal with economic crimes against the
state (against which there is no appeal) –
the Court of State Security which is com-
posed of judges and army officers, the
court of audit and the Supreme Court in
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Algiers, which is the ultimate judicial
authority.
Algeria has not accepted International
Court of Justice (ICJ) jurisdiction.
Last elections
9 April 2009 (presidential); 10 May 2012
(parliamentary)
Results: Presidential: Abdelaziz Bouteflika
won 90.2% of the vote, no other candi-
date won over 5 per cent; turnout was
74.54 per cent.
Parliamentary: Front de Libération
Nationale (FLN) (National Liberation
Front) won 220 seats (out of 462),
Rassemblement National pour la
Démocratie (RND) (National Rally for De-
mocracy) 68, Alliance de l’Algérie Vert
(AAV) (Green Alliance, coalition of three
Islamist political parties) 48, Front des
Forces Socialistes (FFS) (Socialist Forces
Front) 21, Parti du Travail (PT) (Workers’
Party) 20, Independents 19; 21 other po-
litical parties shared the remaining 66
seats. Turnout was 42.36 per cent.
Next elections
2014 (presidential); May 2017
(parliamentary)

Political parties
Ruling party
Coalition led by Front de Libération
Nationale (FLN) (National Liberation
Front), (since 2002; re-elected 10 May
2012)
Main opposition party
Parti du Travail (PT) (Workers’ Party).

Population
36.49 million (2012)*
Last census: 16 April 2008: 34,745,000
(provision figure) (including 230,000
nomads)
Population density: 12 inhabitants per
square km. Urban population 66 per cent
(2010 Unicef).
Annual growth rate: 1.7 per cent,
1990–2010 (Unicef).
Ethnic make-up
The majority of Algerians are of Berber
descent. The other significant ethnic
group is Arab, although as a result of
centuries of integration the two ethnic
groups have become increasingly indistin-
guishable. The distinct Berber culture and
language is best preserved in the north
and eastern regions of Algeria.
The European population, most of whom
are French, has declined from over one
million before independence in 1962 to
less than 50,000 in 2001.
Religions
Islam is the official religion. Approximately
99 per cent of the population is Sunni
Muslim, while Christians make up about
one per cent.

Education
Primary education lasts for six years. Sec-
ondary education, which begins at age
11, is divided into two courses of four
years and three years. Approximately 13
per cent of students remain at tertiary
level. Teaching is carried out in Arabic,
although at higher levels French is widely
used.
The government has encouraged girls to
attend school to reduce the difference in
literacy rates. A total of 86 per cent of
girls are now educated to primary level,
and 53 per cent to secondary level.
Total expenditure on education is 4–5 per
cent of GDP.
Literacy rate: 69 per cent adult rate; 90
per cent youth rate (15–24) (Unesco
2005).
Compulsory years: 6 to 15.
Enrolment rate: 98 per cent gross pri-
mary enrolment of relevant age group (in-
cluding repeaters); 63 per cent gross
secondary enrolment (World Bank).
Pupils per teacher: 27 in primary
schools.

Health
All Algerians are entitled to free medical
care. Medicines are sold through the state
monopoly at subsidised prices, and are
provided free to children and the elderly,
though there have been some cutbacks.
Health indicators point to a deterioration
in public health, with infant mortality ra-
tios and infectious diseases increasing.
Health care infrastructure and personnel
show considerable urban-rural disparities.
Life expectancy: 73 years, 2010 (Unicef
2012)
Fertility rate/Maternal mortality rate:
2.3 births per woman, 2010 (Unicef
2012)
Child (under 5 years) mortality rate
(per 1,000): 20 per 1,000 live births
(WHO 2012); 6 per cent of children aged
under five are malnourished (World
Bank).

Welfare
During the 1990s, unemployment rates
increased dramatically, poverty doubled
and the purchasing power of the middle
class experienced a huge drop.
Government expenditure on social protec-
tion is relatively high, but the welfare sys-
tem is criticised as unsustainable and
inefficient. The most serious challenge to
the government is tackling unemployment.
The government continues to play a major
role in providing housing and basic health
services, particularly to urban populations.
Substantial housing shortages have
proven persistent, despite the deregulation
efforts the government undertook to pro-
mote private sector construction.

Main cities
Algiers (El Djazair) (capital, estimated
population 3.3 million in 2012), Oran
(641,240), Constantine (465,138), Djelfa
(373,547), Batna (324,897), Setif
(324,502), Annaba (272,807), Sidi Bel
Abbes (233,771), Tiaret (229,376).

Languages spoken
Arabic (modern standard), known as
Fus’ha, is used in the courts, mosques,
most of the media and in education.
About 80 per cent of Algerians speak the
North African dialectal Arabic, Darja.
French is widely spoken, especially as a
language of commerce.
In 2003, Tamazight (the Berber language)
was categorised as a national language,
but the Berbers want it to have equal sta-
tus alongside Arabic as an official lan-
guage. Tamazight belongs to the
Afro-Asiatic family and is related to an-
cient Egyptian and Ethiopian. Berber
groups and their dialects include: Kabyles
(Taqbaylit), Kabylie region, Kabyle dialect;
Chaouia (Ishawiyan), Eastern Algeria,
Tashawit dialect; Mozabites (Imzabiyan),
northern edge of Sahara, Tamzabit dia-
lect; Tuaregs (Tamachaq), extreme south,
Tuareg dialect.
Official language/s
Arabic

Media
Despite laws guaranteeing freedom of ac-
cess to information and freedom of ex-
pression in accordance with the
constitution journalists are regularly tar-
geted by not only the authorities but also
militant Islamists. There are libel laws with
large fines and Sharia (Islamic law ) that
can curb the media’s ability to question
and investigate; self-censorship is
prevalent.
The law allows the formation of privately
owned newspapers, but any new
non-Arabic publication must first be ap-
proved by the independent Information
Council.
In September 2011 the government an-
nounced sweeping media reforms to al-
low private radio and television stations to
exist for the first time since independence
in 1962.
Press
Most newspapers are in private
ownership.
Dailies: In Arabic, Ech Chaab
(www.ech-chaab.com) is state-owned, Ech
Chourouk (www.echoroukonline.com) and
El Khabar are privately owned, with Eng-
lish editions. In French, El Moudjahid
(www.elmoudjahid-dz.com) is
state-owned, El Watan (www.elwatan.
com), Liberte (www.liberte-algerie.com),
La Tribune (www.latribune-online.com),
and Le Soir d’Algeria (www.lesoirdalgerie.
com) an evening newspaper, are all
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privately owned. Le jeune indépendant
(www.jeune-independant.com) is a publi-
cation for the young.
Weeklies: In French, a privately owned,
current affairs magazine is Algérie
Actualité, while El Hakika is an Arab
tabloid.
Business: In French, there are three pub-
lications, Le Maghreb
(www.lemaghrebdz.com), an influential
daily along with Liberte Economie
(www.liberte-economie.com), with wide
ranging topics; Le Journal d’Affaires
(www.lejournaldaffaires.com) is more
informal.
Periodicals: In French and Arabic, El
Manchar is a bi-monthly satirical
magazine.
Broadcasting
All broadcasting is state controlled. Na-
tional public broadcasting is provided by
Radiodiffusion Télévision Algérienne
(RTA).
Radio: Algerian Radio (www.algerian-ra-
dio.dz), operated by RTA, has 35 stations
providing three radio networks with local
and international services in Arabic,
French and Tamazight. International ser-
vices are also provided in Spanish and
English.
Television: The state-run Enterprise
Nationale de Télévision (ENTV)
(www.entv.dz) provides services in Arabic
and French with online programmes. Sat-
ellite programming is provided by ENTV
through Canal Algérie and Thalitha.
ENTV also has collaborative links with
French-based Berbère TV (www.brtv.fr).
National news agency: Algerian Press
Service (APS)
Other news agencies: Agence
Algérienne d’Information (AAI ) (in
French): www.aai-online.com

Economy
With large reserves of hydrocarbons, 12.2
billion barrels of oil and 4.5 trillion cubic
metres of natural gas at the end of 2011,
the economy has been buoyed by strong
exports that have provided a trade surplus
since 2008. However, there is little invest-
ment in other sectors of the economy and
without hydrocarbons it remains weak.
Algeria has benefited from the sharp rise
in global oil prices since 2005, tripling its
record foreign exchange reserves between
2000–06. Oil and gas accounts for al-
most 30 per cent of GDP, 60 per cent of
budget revenues and 95 per cent of ex-
port earnings. It has been able to pay
back around 50 per cent of its outstand-
ing debts to its Paris Club creditors since
the government introduced new hydrocar-
bon laws that opened up the market to re-
development with deregulated oil and gas
prices.

The IMF has warned that high revenue
from oil production discourages growth
elsewhere in the economy and the money
from higher oil prices should be rein-
vested to diversify and expand the econ-
omy. Foreign direct investment (FDI), the
majority of which is dedicated to the hy-
drocarbons industry, rose from US$1.7
billion in 2007 to US$2.3 billion in 2010.
The government embarked on a five-year
US$55 billion spending programme in
2004 and the results have shown im-
provement in infrastructure and employ-
ment prospects. GDP growth averaged
2.8 per cent over 2007–10, and was an
estimated 2.5 per cent in 2011 as GDP
grew steadily from US$134.3 billion in
2007 to US$160.8 billion in 2010. Per
capita income had been rising steadily
until 2008 when it was US$4,996, but in
2009 it dropped to US$3,954 before re-
suming an increase to US$4,539 in 2010
and an estimated US$5,304 in 2011.
Foreign remittances in 2010 amounted to
US$2.0 billion (1.3 per cent of GDP),
which fell to an estimated US$1.9 billion
in 2011.
Algeria has huge potential, mainly due to
its rich natural resources, but also its stra-
tegic position close to the fast growing
and fuel-hungry EU, to which Algeria has
linked gas pipelines.
The government’s policy of turning Alge-
ria’s command economy into a market
economy has not been a particularly pop-
ular one. Industrial action in protest at the
sale of public enterprises has continued
and the IMF is cautious about the balance
between deregulating the market and the
sharp rise in job losses this would cause,
against the long term good of the market.
Government policy includes improving the
investment climate in the tourist sector
and the production of non-oil related
goods. In reality, obstacles remain for
non-oil trade, primarily due to fluctuating
foreign currency exchange. A climate of
unrest and violence has resulted in reluc-
tance on the part of private investors to
put money into Algeria. This may improve
with the pending WTO membership and
the EU trade association agreements, al-
though the current ban on alcohol imports
is undermining these trade agreements.
Algeria is taking tentative steps towards
breaking the stranglehold oil and gas has
on its economy, but it remains to be seen
if it can diversify at a time when windfall
revenue from high oil prices negates the
value of any other industry or business.

External trade
The strict control of imports has begun to
be relaxed, although the government still
has a strong influence over planning the
economy, with hydrocarbon exports pro-
viding a trade surplus each year. Algeria

has large gas and oil reserves and a
ready market for its natural gas, with a
major pipeline already connecting,
through Spain, to the rest of Europe.
Algeria has moved closer to full member-
ship of the WTO with changes to its for-
eign trade policy and the backing of the
US, both of whom signed a free trade
agreement in 2004. However, in a bid to
become a member Algeria must revise
legislation on the importation of alcohol
that may prove unpopular.
Algeria has an Association Agreement, in-
cluding free trade, with the EU, signed in
2005, which provides for the gradual re-
moval of import duties on industrial prod-
ucts and the liberalisation of Algeria’s
agricultural export market by 2012.
Imports
Principal imports are capital goods electri-
cal and electronic goods, semi-finished
goods, food and tobacco, transport
equipment and raw materials.
Main sources: France (15.1 per cent of
total in 2011), Italy (9.9 per cent), China
(9.9 per cent).
Exports
Principal exports are hydrocarbons; chem-
ical fertilisers, iron and steel, wine, to-
bacco and foodstuffs.
Main destinations: US (19.9 per cent to-
tal goods exports in 2011), Italy (13.6 per
cent), Spain (9.9 per cent).

Agriculture
The sector employs about 20 per cent of
the labour force and contributes around
10.5 per cent of GDP. Just over 238.2
million hectares (ha) are given over to ag-
riculture, or around 17 per cent of total
land available, of which 3.1 per cent are
under arable and permanent crops and
13.8 per cent is pasture land.
Climatic conditions and the availability of
water for irrigation directly affect crop
yields. Despite extensive irrigation
programmes and the dividing of state
holdings into smaller units, agricultural
output has failed to keep pace with the
rate of population growth. Imports typi-
cally represent around 25 per cent of im-
port costs. Government policy had been
to reduce reliance on imported food,
now, however, an open market is devel-
oping as state owned agricultural land is
returned to private hands.
Underlying constraints to growth include
soil erosion, desert encroachment, ineffi-
cient management in the state sector,
poor marketing, recurrent droughts and
the inability of farmers to secure loan fi-
nance due to problems with land security.
Government plans to reduce dependence
on imports by a series of measures, in-
cluded investing in new technology, finan-
cial incentives for state and private sector
farms to buy equipment, encouraging
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foreign investment, less interference in the
private sector and tree planting to arrest
desertification.
There has been a large increase in the
number of vineyards now operating in Al-
geria, providing a boost in export reve-
nue. Although wine consumption is
banned under Islamic law, production has
been increasing; since the end of the
1990s it has doubled to around 500,000
hectolitres by 2005. It has provided a
healthy income for farmers, in semi-arid
regions, when other food crops have
failed.
Main cash crops are grapes, oranges, ol-
ives, dates, tobacco, sugar beet and to-
matoes. Hard and soft wheat and barley
are grown for the home market, as are
vegetables, and pulses.
The fisheries sector largely consists of
small-scale private sector operators, virtu-
ally all of whom do their fishing in the
Mediterranean. Main catches include sar-
dines, anchovies, sprats, tuna and
shellfish.
The government plans to boost fisheries
by modernising the Mediterranean ports,
where most of the catch is landed. It has
also set up a partnership with West Afri-
can states for fishing in the Atlantic
Ocean.
Less than 2 per cent of Algeria’s total land
area is covered with forest or wooded
land and the country is one of the largest
importers of wood in Africa.
Algeria’s forest resources cover some 3.5
million hectares (ha), with the state mo-
nopoly processing some 272,000 cubic
metres of wood annually. All of the forest
and arable land is in a broad coastal
strip, around 400km wide. As part of
plans aimed at reducing desertification
the government has established an exten-
sive tract of plantation forests.
Algeria is among the world’s largest pro-
ducers of cork. Other forestry products in-
clude sawn timber, wood-based panels
and paper based on non-wood fibres.
Most domestic demand for forest products
is met through imports.

Industry and manufacturing
Industry represents 50 per cent of GDP
and employs 23 per cent of the labour
force. Algeria’s industrial sector is domi-
nated by large, inefficient state-owned
companies that have largely survived only
due to the credit extended them by the
country’s state-owned banks. Government
attempts to privatise these industries have
been frustrated by a lack of investor inter-
est and the fear that the possible mass re-
dundancies which may result will cause
further social instability.
The largest company in Algeria is the
state-owned hydrocarbons concern,
Société Nationale pour la Recherche, la

Production, le Transport, la Transforma-
tion et la Commercialisation des
Hydrocarbures (Sonatrach).
Production is dominated by heavy indus-
tries such as steel, petrochemicals, fertilis-
ers and cement, but the focus of
development is changing to light industry.
In November 2005 the first laptop com-
puters produced in Algeria went on sale.
The manufacturers, EEPAD, an Algerian
Internet service provider, aim at produc-
ing one million units a year, enough to
supply every home in Algeria, by 2010.
Traditional agri-allied industries are also
important, particularly textiles, food pro-
cessing and tobacco and cigarette pro-
duction. However past lack of investment
and inefficiencies in these industries re-
sulted in generally low productivity. In an
effort to modernise the government has
allowed some entities to be expanded,
charge competitive prices and invest prof-
its. Industry is opening up to more foreign
involvement, particularly in large-scale
projects such as motor vehicle assembly.
Main constraints to development are
shortages of vital inputs and skilled la-
bour, high production and transport costs
and maintenance problems. Industrial de-
velopment is centralised in the northern
coastal strip, but plans exist to extend in-
dustry to the high plateaux in the south.

Tourism
The tourist industry is small compared to
neighbouring countries, but the govern-
ment has intentions to grow the business.
The country has cultural, coastal resorts
and adventure tourism on offer, appeal-
ing primarily to European visitors. There
were over 2 million tourists in 2010, of
which 71 per cent belonged to the Alge-
rian diaspora, predominately from
France. Business based visitor numbers
rose steadily 2008–10, accounting for 32
per cent of total growth. Foreign revenue
was US$330 million in 2010.
In 2009 the government signed contracts
with foreign and domestic interests for
283 new hotels with a total of 17,000
beds and 36,000 new jobs. In 2010 total
accommodation was 90,000 beds, while
there is a target of 160,000 beds by
2015. There are a good supply of airports
and ports that could be utilised quickly,
although the countrywide infrastructure
still has to be redeveloped to expand tour-
ism into the unspoiled Sahara region and
seldom visited tribal areas.
In April 2011, the World Tourism Organi-
sation listed Algeria as the fourth most
popular destination in Africa (after Mo-
rocco, Tunisia and South Africa). How-
ever, the upheavals in North Africa due to
the ‘Arab Spring’ and a series of terrorist
attack on tourists and resorts (2009–10),
have had a detrimental effect on foreign

exchange earnings as visitor numbers fell.
In partnership with Tunisia, the tourism
ministry has implemented a promotion
campaign to attract wary holidaymakers
to return.
Algeria has seven Unesco World Heritage
sites, including the Kasbah of Algiers, the
Roman ruins of Djémila, Timgad and
Tipasa, the traditional tenth century desert
habitats, in the M’Zab valley, home of the
Ibadites and the ruins of Al Qal’a, the first
capital of the Hammadid emirs, founded
in 1007. Lastly, the prehistoric rock cave
paintings of Tassili n’Ajjer are found
among a landscape of outstanding scenic
interest.

Mining
The mining and hydrocarbons sector em-
ploys 4 per cent of the labour force and
contributes 40 per cent to GDP.
Algeria is rich in minerals, including iron
ore, uranium, zinc, phosphates, gold, an-
timony, bituminous coal, tungsten, man-
ganese, lead, mercury and salt. The
mining of iron ore and phosphate for
feedstocks (for local steel and fertiliser
production, respectively) and for export
are the most important.
Also located near the Moroccan border
are iron-ore reserves estimated at two bil-
lion tonnes. The remote location and the
Western Sahara/Morocco conflict have so
far prevented exploitation.

Hydrocarbons
At the end of 2011, oil reserves stood at
12.2 billion barrels; new oil discoveries,
improved data on existing fields and a re-
cent increase in exploration are likely to
mean that Algeria’s reserves will be re-
vised upwards. Production was 1.7 million
barrels per day (bpd), a decrease of -1.6
per cent on the 2010 figure, while do-
mestic consumption was 345,000 bpd,
incresed by 5.3 per cent. Approximately
90 per cent of Algeria’s crude oil exports
go to Western Europe, with Italy as the
main market followed by Germany and
France. The Netherlands, Spain and Brit-
ain are other important European mar-
kets. Algeria’s Saharan blend oil, 45
degrees API with negligible (0.05 per
cent) sulphur content, is considered
among the highest quality in the world.
Algeria had a refining capacity of 22 mil-
lion tonnes (161.3 million bpd) in 2008
and is planning to increase production to
50 million tonnes (366.5 million bpd) by
2014.
The state-run Sonatrach has responsibility
for the oil and gas sectors including ex-
ploration, transportation, processing and
marketing of hydrocarbons. It provides
technical regulation and control including
investment and development. In 2009 it
let a contract with Swiss and Japanese en-
gineering companies to construct new,
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and renovate existing, oil plants. The con-
tracts, totalling over US$1.7 billion, will
provide large gas processing facilities at
the Gassi Touil oil field as well as supply
gas gathering plants and product pipe-
lines. The project is scheduled to be com-
pleted by 2013.
Natural gas reserves were 4.5 trillion cu-
bic metres (cum) at the end of 2011, with
production of 78 billion cum. They are Af-
rica’s second largest deposits of natural
gas (after Nigeria). Sonelgaz (Socièté
Nationale de l’Electricité et du Gaz) (Na-
tional Society for Electricity and Gas) is
the state-owned company that has re-
sponsibility for the domestic distribution of
electricity and natural gas. It has a
quasi-monopoly over Algeria’s interna-
tional market in natural gas, as well as
distribution and domestic sales of natural
gas.
Exports of natural gas are destined to only
five countries, with 27.56 billion cum ex-
ported to Italy alone, Spain received
12.05 billion cum, Portugal and Tunisia
both imported around 1.3 billion cum
and Slovenia 380,000 cum in 2010. The
Medgaz (Algeria-Spain) sub-Mediterra-
nean gas pipeline was completed in
2009. The gas stream goes online in
mid-2010, supplying 8 billion cum per
annum. Another, the Galsi gas pipeline, is
under construction between Algeria and
northern Italy, which will also supply 8 bil-
lion cum per annum when completed in
2012–13. Existing gas pipelines include
Pedro Duran Farell (Algeria-Spain) sup-
plying 12 billion cum annually and the
Trans-Mediterranean (Algeria-Tunisia-It-
aly-Slovenia) supplying 33.5 billion cum
per year.
Algeria also exports liquefied natural gas
(LNG) to many more destinations in Eu-
rope and the Far East.
In 2009, two major contracts were
signed. The first between Algeria, Niger
and Nigeria was to build a 2,580km
trans-Sahara gas pipeline (TSGP) travers-
ing all three countries, which is estimated
will cost US$13 billion and transport up to
30 billion cum of natural gas, destined for
Europe. Three foreign energy companies
also expressed an interest in investing in
the project – Russia’s Gazprom, France’s
Total and the Anglo-Dutch Shell. Algeria
also expressed an interest in Nigeria’s up-
stream element of TSGP, which would uti-
lise its existing gas pipeline network and
storage facilities. The second was with
Canada’s SNC-Lavalin Group to build
new gas handling facilities in eastern Al-
geria near Qartzites de Hamra that will
process and treat around 10 billion cum
of natural gas, generated from the four oil
fields. The US$1.1 billion project is due to
be complete in 2012; the natural gas
produced will be pumped to Arzew where

it will be processed into 4.7 million tonnes
per day of LNG for export.
Coal has become increasingly less impor-
tant in the energy mix.

Energy
Total installed generating capacity was
6,500MW in 2007, all of which was gen-
erated by oil and natural gas. Ongoing
investment has included three new gener-
ating stations, a new power grid, incorpo-
rating high voltage power lines and, in
2008, the beginning of an 18-year con-
tract with US General Electrics to improve
efficiency, output and reliability of 51 gas
turbines in 13 power stations; by 2010
generating capacity is projected to be
14,000MW. Sonelgaz (Socièté Nationale
de l’Electricité et du Gaz) (National Soci-
ety for Electricity and Gas) is the
state-owned company that has responsi-
bility for the distribution of electricity and
natural gas.

Financial markets
Stock exchange
The Algiers stock exchange (Bourse
d’Alger) was formally opened in 1999.

Banking and insurance
The Algerian banking sector is dominated
by six state-owned banks. There is a total
of 17 commercial banks and 10 financial
institutions. The sector has been ineffi-
cient, with the large state banks acting
mainly as depository institutions and fi-
nancing loss-making public sector com-
panies. In 2006 the government began
financial sector reforms and by 2008 the
17 commercial banks had opened up to
foreign investors and restructuring of the
six public sector banks was underway.
However, fallout from the subprime crisis
in the United States led to the postpone-
ment in January 2008 of the sale of 51
per cent of Crédit Populaire d’Algérie. Al-
geria remains underbanked with some
26,000 people per branch and the gov-
ernment has confimed that it will continue
with reforms.
Central bank
Banque d’Algérie.

Time
GMT plus one hour.

Geography
Algeria is the second largest country in Af-
rica. With a total land area of 2.38 mil-
lion square km, the country comprises
three distinct regions: a narrow coastal
plain, which has the most fertile soils and
houses the majority of the country’s popu-
lation, agriculture and industry; the up-
lands of the Atlas mountain chain, which
tend to be semi-arid steppe in the valleys;
and the vast sandy desert to the south.

Algeria has borders with Morocco to the
west, Tunisia and Libya to the east and
Niger, Mali and Mauritania to the south.
Hemisphere
Northern

Climate
The coastal region has a temperate Medi-
terranean climate, averaging 13 degrees
Celsius (C) to 24 degrees C throughout
the year and rising to a daytime high of
32 degrees C during the summer (June to
September). The rainy season is October
to May, with rains especially heavy from
November to February. The desert is con-
stantly inhospitable, with temperatures ris-
ing to 45 degrees C during the day,
falling to 10 degrees C at night, and with
very little rainfall.

Dress codes
Western-style dress is acceptable, with
lightweight or safari suits recommended in
summer. Women should not wear reveal-
ing clothes.

Entry requirements
Passports
Required by all
Visa
Visas are required by most nationals: visit
http://algeria.embassyhomepage.com/
for details and application form or contact
your local Algerian embassy. Visas are
usually valid for 90 days.
Business visas must be accompanied by
an invitation from an Algerian company
(in duplicate).
Prohibited entry
Nationals of Israel
Currency advice/regulations
The import of foreign currency is unlim-
ited, but must be declared on arrival; ex-
port of foreign currency is permitted up to
the amount declared on arrival. Local cur-
rency may be imported and exported.
Visitors are advised to change money
through official sources only; it can some-
times be difficult to reconvert dinars to
foreign currency. Declaration forms, is-
sued on arrival, should be kept and used
at each successive currency change to be
surrendered on departure. Failure to com-
ply with these regulations may mean visi-
tors are liable to forfeit the currency.
Travellers cheques can only be used in
very limited outlets; US dollars and euros
have most recognition.

Health (for visitors)
Mandatory precautions
A yellow fever and/or cholera vaccination
certificate is required if arriving from in-
fected or endemic areas.
Advisable precautions
Hepatitis A and B, diphtheria, TB, typhoid,
tetanus and polio vaccinations are advis-
able. There is risk of malaria in some ar-
eas, therefore prophylaxis is
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recommended. There is also a rabies risk.
Water precautions should be taken
throughout the country. Bottled water is
often hard to find, particularly in southern
parts of the country.

Hotels
There is a limited range of hotels on offer;
hotels are either high-luxury or modest
one- two-star hotels. It is advisable to
book well in advance as accommodation
in Algiers is difficult to obtain.
The service charge is usually 15 per cent.

Credit cards
The use of credit cards are restricted to
urban areas.

Public holidays (national)
The weekend in Algeria changed from the
traditional Thursday-Friday Arab align-
ment to the Saturday-Sunday European
align in August 2009.
Fixed dates
1 Jan (New Year’s Day), 1 May (Labour
Day), 19 Jun (Revolutionary Readjust-
ment), 5 Jul (Independence Day), 1 Nov
(Anniversary of the Revolution).
Variable dates
Eid al Adha (two days), Eid al Fitr (two
days), Islamic New Year, Ashura,
Prophet’s Birthday.
Islamic year 1435 (5 Nov 2013–24
Oct 2014): The Islamic year contains
354 or 355 days, with the result that Mus-
lim feasts advance by 10–12 days against
the Gregorian calendar. Dates of feasts
vary according to the sighting of the new
moon, so cannot be forecast exactly.

Working hours
The weekend in Algeria changed from the
traditional Thursday-Friday Arab align-
ment to the Saturday-Sunday European
align in August 2009.
Banking
Sun–Thur: 0900–1530.
Business
Sat–Tue: 0800–1200 and 1300–1700;
Wed 0800–1200 and 1300–1600.
Government
Sat–Wed: 0800–1200 and 1400–1730;
Thur 0800–1200.
Shops
Sat–Wed 0800–1230 and 1430–1800;
Thu: 0800–1300.

Telecommunications
Mobile/cell phones
GSM 900/1800 services are available
mostly in inhabited areas in the north and
isolated towns in central and southern
Algeria.

Electricity supply
Electricity supply varies from 127–220V; a
compensator for use with electronic/com-
puter equipement is advisable. A variety
of plug fittings are used.

Social customs/useful tips
Business appointments should be made in
advance. Business cards are exchanged
after introductions. French-style courtesy
should be adopted by visitors. Hospitality
is regarded as very important, and visitors
are usually entertained in restaurants and
hotels. Wives seldom accompany their
husbands to social engagements outside
the home.
Care should taken to respect local cus-
toms, especially during the fasting month
of Ramadan (approximately 21 Au-
gust–19 September 2009).

Security
Violence was endemic during the 1990s.
Although there have been fewer violent in-
cidents since 2000, visitors should still
take precautions by avoiding travelling
alone and avoid the provinces of
Tamanrasset, Djanet and Illizi in the
south-east, where tourists have been
targetted for kidnapping. Incidents of as-
saults on foreigners have increased in
some urban and rural areas and visitors
should avoid carrying valuables and large
sums of money.

Getting there
Air
National airline: Air Algérie
International airport/s: Algiers (Houari
Boumédienne) (ALG), 20km from city. Fa-
cilities include duty-free shop, restaurant,
bank, post office, shops, car hire.
Other airport/s: Annaba (Les Salines)
(AAE), 12km from city; Constantine (Ain
El-Bey) (CZL), 9km from city; Oran (Es
Senia) (ORN), 10km from city.
Airport tax: None
Surface
Road: The border between Algeria and
Morocco is closed and access is denied.
Roads are good in the coastal and north-
ern Sahara networks, while access to
Mali, by the trans-Saharan highway, is un-
sealed and its use is subject to seasonal
conditions.
Rail: A daily train service (the
Trans-Maghreb) links Tunis with Algiers
and Oran.
Water: Regular ferry services connect
Algieria with France and Spain.
Main port/s: Algiers, Annaba, Arzew, Bejaia,
Oran.

Getting about
National transport
Air: There are frequent services from Al-
giers to Annaba, Constantine and Oran
provided by Air Algérie. Regular flights
also link these towns with other principal
centres. Fares are generally low for do-
mestic flights but overbooking can occur,
especially in summer.

Road: Main roads are in good condition
generally, but desert routes are rarely
maintained.
Buses: Long-distance coach services are
operated by Société Nationale des Trans-
ports de Voyageurs (SNTV) and Altour.
Bookings for long trips should be made
well in advance.
Rail: The service is operated by Société
Nationale des Transports Ferroviaires
(SNTF). There are two classes; some ser-
vices are air-conditioned and some have
couchettes.
City transport
Taxis: Taxis are widely available in main
centres; they are radio-controlled in Al-
giers. Taxis are identified by a local colour
code. They are supposed to be metered,
but owing to demand, usually operate
without a meter and use a minimum fare
system instead. A surcharge is imposed
after dark. Tips are usually 10 per cent of
fare.
Buses, trams & metro: State-owned ser-
vice operates in Algiers. Can be over-
crowded during rush hours. Daily and
longer duration tickets are available.
A new metro in Algiers begin public oper-
ations in November 2011. Line One is
8.5km long and has 10 stations from
Grande Poste in the city centre to Hai al
Badr in Kouba southwest of the city. Sta-
tions open 0500–2300.
Car hire
Car hire is available in most main towns
and at airports. An international driving
licence and third-party insurance are re-
quired. The maximum speed limit is
50kph in towns and 100kph on main
roads.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The addresses listed below are a selection
only. While World of Information makes
every endeavour to check these ad-
dresses, we cannot guarantee that
changes have not been made, especially
to telephone numbers and area codes.
We would welcome any corrections.

Telephone area codes
The international dialling code (IDD) for
Algeria is + 213 followed by the area
code and subscriber’s number:
Algiers 21 Ghardaia 29
Annaba 38 Oran 41
Béchar 49 Sétif 36
Boumerdes 24 Tiemcen 43
Constantine 31 Tindouf 49

Useful telephone numbers
Directory enquiries: 19
Telegrams: 13
Police: 17

Chambers of Commerce
Algerian Chambre de Commerce et d’
Industrie, Palais Consulaire, 6 Boulevard
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Amilcar Cabral, Place des Martyrs, PO
Box 100, 16003 Algiers (tel: 715-160;
fax: 710-174; e-mail: caci@wissal.dz).

Constantine Chambre de Commerce et d’
Industrie, 6 Rue de 24 Novembre 1954,
PO Box 394, 25000 Constantine (tel:
935-923; fax: 937-807).

Dhara Chambre de Commerce et d’
Industrie, 1 Avenue Benyahia Belcacem,
PO Box 99, Mostaganem (tel: 216-709;
fax: 216-578).

French Chambre de Commerce et
Industrie en Algerie, Villa Clarac, 3 Rue
des Cèdres, El Mouradia, Alger (tel:
606-496; fax: 609-509; e-mail:
cfcia@cfcia.org).

Oran Chambre de Commerce et d’
Industrie, 8 Boulevard de la Soummam,
Oran (tel: 391-299; fax: 396-312).

Banking
Banque Al Baraka, Haï Bouteldja Houidif,
Villa No 1 Rocade Sud, Ben Aknoun, Al-
giers (tel: 916-450; fax: 916-457;
e-mail: info@albaraka-bank.com).

Banque de l’Agrulture et du
Developpement Rural, 17 Boulevard Col-
onel Amirouche, Algiers (tel: 634-922;
fax: 635-146).

Banque de Developpement Local, 5 Rue
Gaci Amar, Staoueli, Algiers (tel:
393-755; fax: 393-757).

Banque Extérieure d’Algérie, 3 Rue du
Docteur Lucien Reynaud, Algiers (tel:
239-330; fax: 239-099; e-mail:
dircom@bea.dz).

Banque Nationale d’Algérie, 8 Boulevard
Ernesto Che Guevara, Algiers (tel:
714-719; fax: 712-424; e-mail:
nb@bna.com.dz).

Caisse d’Epargne et de Prevoyance, 42
Rue Khelifa Boukhalfa, Algiers (tel:
713-395; fax: 714-131).

Crédit Populaire d’Algérie, 2 Boulevard
Colonel Amirouche, Algiers (tel:
740-528; fax: 642-383).

Central bank
Banque d’Algérie, Villa Jolie, 38 Avenue
Franklin Roosevelt, 16000 Algiers (tel:
230-023; fax: 260-856; e-mail: ba@
bank-of-algeria.dz).

Stock exchange
The Algiers stock exchange (Bourse
d’Alger) was formally opened in 1999.

Travel information
Air Algérie, 1 Place Maurice Audin, PO
483, 1600 Algiers (tel: 653-340; fax:
509-389; e-mail: con-
tact@)airalgerie.dz).

Algiers-Houari Boumediene Airport,
BP130 Dar El-Baida, 16100 Algiers (tel:
506-000; fax: 509-219; e-mail:
hlamyl@hotmail.com).

Ministry of tourism
Ministry of Tourism and Handicraft, Rue
des Frères Ziata, 16070 Algiers (tel:
792-301; fax: 792-632).

National tourist organisation offices
ONAT (Entreprise Nationale Algérienne
du Tourisme), 126 bis Rue Didouche
Mourad, Algiers (tel: 744-448; fax:
743-214; e-mail: onat@onat.dz.com).

Ministries
Prime Minister’s Office, Rue Docteur
Saadane, 16001 Algiers (tel: 732-300;
fax: 717-927).

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment, 12 Boulevard Colonel Amirouche,
16001 Algiers (tel: 711-712; fax:
745-986).

Ministry of Commerce, Rue Docteur
Saadane, 16001 Algiers (tel: 732-340;
fax: 735-478).

Ministry of Communications and Culture,
Palais de la Culture, El-Anassers, 16502
Algiers (tel: 679-420; fax: 684-459).

Ministry of Defence, Avenue Ali Khodja,
Les Tagarins, 16030 Algiers (tel:
711-515).

Ministry of Education, 8 Avenue de Pékin,
16070 Algiers (tel: 605-560; fax:
606-757).

Ministry of Energy and Mines, 80 Avenue
Ahmed Ghermoul, 16014 Algiers (tel:
673-300; fax: 650-997).

Ministry of Finance, Immeuble
Mauretania, Place du Pérou, 16001 Al-
giers (tel: 711-366; fax: 736-450).

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Re-
sources, 4 Rue des Quatre Canons,
16001 Algiers (tel: 433-947; fax:
433-168).

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Place Med
Seddik Benyahia, 16070, Algiers (tel:
504-545; fax: 504-242).

Ministry of Health, Population and Hospi-
tal Reform, 125 Rue Abderrahmane
Laala, 16075 Algiers (tel: 279-900; fax:
279-641).

Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, 11 Rue Doudou Mokhtar,
16033 Algiers (tel: 912-323; fax:
912-113).

Ministry of Housing and Urbanism, 135
Rue Didouche Mourad, 16001 Algiers
(tel: 740-722; fax: 747-664).

Ministry of Industry and Restructuring,
Immeuble le Colisée, 4 Rue Ahmed Bey,
16030 Algiers (tel: 693-156; fax:
693-235; e-mail: info@mir-algeria.org).

Ministry of the Interior and Local Commu-
nities, Rue Docteur Saadane, 16001 Al-
giers (tel: 732-340; fax: 605-210).

Ministry of Justice, 8 Place Bir Hakem,
16030 Algiers (tel: 921-608; fax:
921-243).

Ministry of Labour and Social Protection,
44 Rue Med Belouizded, Belcourt, Algiers
(tel: 683-366; fax: 745-306).

Ministry of Participation and Reforms
Co-ordination (MPCR), Chemin Ibn Badis
el Mouiz, 16030 Algiers (tel: 929-885;
fax: 929-884).

Ministry of Post and Telecommunications,
4 Boulevard Krim Belkacem, 16027 Al-
giers (tel: 711-220; fax: 730-047).

Ministry of Public Works, 3 Rue du Caire,
16050 Algiers (tel: 689-500).

Ministry of Religious Affairs and Endow-
ments, 4 Rue de Timgad, Algiers (tel:
608-555; fax: 600-936).

Ministry of Small and Medium Enterprises,
Immeuble le Colisée, 4 Rue Ahmed Bey,
16030 Algiers (tel: 601-144; fax:
592-658).

Ministry of Transport, 119 rue Didouche
Mourad, 16001 Algiers (tel: 740-699;
fax: 646-637).

Ministry of Vocational Training and Pro-
fessional Education, Route de Dély
Ibrahim, 16033 Algiers (tel: 911-528;
fax: 912-779).

Ministry of War Veterans, 9 Avenue
Benarfa Mohamed, 16030 Algiers (tel:
922-355; fax: 922-739).

Ministry of Water Resources, 8 Place de
Bir Hakem, 16030 Algiers (tel: 283-837;
fax: 747-543).

Ministry of Youth and Sports, 3 Rue
Mohamed Belouizdad, 16600 Algiers (tel:
683-350; fax: 657-778; e-mail:
mjs@wissal.dz).

Other useful addresses
Algerian Embassy (USA), 2137 Wyoming
Avenue, NW, Washington DC 20008 (tel:
(+1-202) 265-2800; fax: (+1-202)
667-2174; e-mail:
embalg.us@verizon.net).

APSI (investment promotion agency), Bou-
levard du 11 Décembre 1960, BP 336
El-Biar, 16030 Algiers (tel: 914-225; fax:
914-303; e-mail: apsi@wissal.dz).

British Embassy, 6 Avenue Souidani
Boudiemaa, BP08 Alger-Gare, 16000,
Algiers (tel: 230-068; fax: 230-067).

FINALEP (Algero-European Financial Par-
ticipation Company), 11 Route Nationale,
Staouéli, Algiers (tel: 393-494; fax:
392-020; e-mail: finalep@wissal.dz).

National Office of Statistics, 8/10 Rue
des Moussebilines, BP 202 Ferhat
Boussad, 16000 Algiers (tel: 744-100;
fax: 743-839; e-mail:
ons@onssiege.ons.dz).



SAFEX (Algerian fairs and exports com-
pany), Palais des Expositions, Pins
Maritimes, BP 366 Alger Gare, Algiers
(tel: 210-123; fax: 210-630; e-mail:
safex@wissal.dz).

SNTF (national rail company), 21-23
Boulevard Mohamed V, Algiers (tel:
711-510; fax: 748-190).

Sonatrach (national oil and gas com-
pany), 10 Rue Djenane El-Malik, Hydra,
16035 Algiers (tel: 548-011; fax:
547-700; e-mail:
sonatrach@sonatrach.dz).

US Embassy, 4 Chemin Cheikh Bachir
El-Ibrahimi, BP 408 Alger-Gare, 16000,
Algiers (tel: 691-255; fax: 693-979).

National news agency: Algerian Press
Service (APS)

Ave Des Frères Bouadou, Bir Mourad
Rais, Algies (tel: 564-444; fax: 561-608;
internet: www.aps.dz).

Other news agencies: Agence
Algérienne d’Information (AAI ) (in
French): www.aai-online.com

Internet sites
Africa Business Network: www.ifc.org/abn

Africa news outlet: allafrica.com

African Development Bank: www.afdb.org

Algeria Interface: www.algeria-inter-
face.com

Algeria News Agency: www.aps.dz

Algeria On-Line: www.djazaironline.net

Mbendi AfroPaedia: www.mbendi.co.za
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